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J. HE present age has been witness to as 
great political phenomena, as have appeared in 
le history of the world. 

Among other events, we have seen America, 

a digmfted 5>i*ogression, from resentment of 

ajuries to remonstrances, from remonstrances 

to arms, and from arms to liberty after a 

vicissitude of fortunes delivered from despot- 
ism, and establishing her freedom in a repub- 
in form ot government, on the pure and just 
rinciples of popular represenintion and federal 
liorit delineated in these writings. 
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Throvghdut the course of these contests, 
the friends of liberty in Great-Britain, many of 
them peers of members of the house of com- 
mons, of the highest characters, were warm ad- 
vocates for THE JUSTICE OF OUR CAUSE. ^ 

In the year 1774,. the earl of Chatham, in a 
2ch worthy of his distinguished talents a 
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illustrious reputation, said *' If we take a 

transient view ot those motives, which induced 
the ancestors of our fellow subjects in America, 
to leave their native country, to encounter the 
innumerable difficulties of the unexplored regi- 
ons of the Western world, our astonishment 
at the present conduct of their descendents will 
naturally subside. There was no corner of the 
globe to which they would not have fled, ra- 
ther than submit to the slavish and tyrannical 
spirit, which prevailed at that period in their 
native country ; and viewing them in their ori- 
ginal, forlorn, and now flourishing state, they 
may be cited as illustrious instances to instruct 

the world xvbat great exertions mankind will 

make, when left to the free exercise of their ozm 
poivers. 

" It has always been my fixed and unalterable 
opinion, and I will carry it with me to the 
grave, that thiscoutitry had no right whatever to 
tax America, It is contrary to all the princi- 
ples of justice and civil policy : it is contrary 
to that essential, unalterable right in nature, 
ingrafted into the British constitution as a fun- 
damental law, that ivhat a man has honestly ac- 
quired is absolutely his own, which he may freely 
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give, but which cannot be taken from him wit 
out his own consent. 



' Pass then> my lords, instead of these harsh' 
and severe edicts, an amnesty over their errors ;'( 
by measures of lenity and affection, allure them* 
to their duty ; act the part of a generous and' 
forgiving parent. A period way arrive, when 
this parent may stand in need of every assist-; 
ance, she can receive from a grateful and affec-' 
tionate offspring " 

Soon afterwards, in a confidential letter to a' 

friend, he writes " Every step on the side 

of government in America, seems calculated to 
drive the Americam into open resistance, vainly 
hoping to crush the spirit of liberty In that vast 
continent, at one successful blow ; but millions 
must perish there, before the seeds of freedom 
will cease to grow and spread, in so favourable 
a soil ; and in the mean time, devoted England 
must sink herself, under the ruins of her own 4 
foolish and inhuman system of destruction, It 
is plain, that America cannot bear chains. 
Would to heaven it were equally plain, that the 
oppressor, England, is not doomed one day 



I 




bind them round her own hands, and wear 
them {mtiently. ^ 

** tuxuria incu&uic, v'letumquc ukischur orbem — titvhr armis. 

" Happily, beyond xhe Atlantic, this poison! 
IS not reached the iieart. When then ^\il^ 
lifatuated administration begin to fear that] 
rcedom they cannot destroy, and which they 
not know how to love ?" 
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In another letter, he says " I have no^ 

'"Words to express my satisfaction, that the con-J 
gresK has conducted this most arduous and deli-' 
lalu business with such manly wisdom and 
ni resolution* as does the highest honour to 
tlieir di^liberations. Very few things are con- 
tained in tlieir resolves, that I could wish had 
bi-yu otherwise. Upon the whole, I think it 
ust be evident to every unprejudiced man in 
'.iigland, wlio feels for the rights of mankind, 
I Aiiiericut under all her oppressions and pro- 
tKations, holds forth to us the most fair and 
opening, for restoring harmony and afibc- 
tionatc intercourse, as heretofore. I trust, that 
iio minds of men are more than beginning to 
ngeonlhis gixat subject ; and that it will be 
und inipo««iblc for freemen in Evgland, to 
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wisiito see three mUlions of Eriglisbmen, slaves 
in America" 

In the beginning of die year 1775, soon af- 
ter the American papers had been laid before 
the peers, he made another speech becoming 
Ills splendid fame. These were some of his 

expressions " This universal opposition to 

your arbitrary system of taxation, might have 
been foreseen ; it was obvious from the nature 
of thuigs, and from the nature of man, and 
above all, from the confirmed habits of think- 
ing, from the spirit of whiggism flourishing' in, 
America, The spirit which mw pervadi^ Amer- ' 
/ca, is the same which formerly opposed loans,, 
benevolences, and ship-inoney in this country ;| 
\s the same spirit which roused all Efigland tO' 
action at the revolution, and which established 
at a remote sera, your liberties, on the basis of | 
that grand fundamental maxim of the constitu- 
tion, that no subject of England shall be taxed, 
but by his own consent. 

" To maintain this principle, is the common 
cause of the wines, on the other side of the At' 
lantic, and on tiiis.' It is liberty to liberty engag- 
ed. In this great cause they are immoveably 
allied. It is llje allianceof God and nature, im- 
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mutable, eternal> fixetl as the tirmament of hea- 



ven.* 




** As an EngJhhman, I recognize to the Amerl- 
ca}iSyX\\e\x supreme unalterable right of proper- 
ty. As an American, I would equally recognize 
tp Ettgtajtd, her supreme right of regulating 
commerce and navigation. Tiiis distinction is 



* " Aritlrfry iasatian ii pluniler authorized by law ; it gi the nipport and 
the cuence of Crr^nEtr ; and hai done more miKliief la maidlDd., than iIumb 

other (hrec icDurgce- framheiven, famine, peitklenci: , ui<] [tie sword. 

■' I need not tarry ycur lordshipi oui of your oivn Ltinwlcdge, cr out of 
jaar own daioiaioti^, la mikc you tociccIvE n'hit miser]' ilii> right ol iXLvawi 
it capahlc ol VAductitg in a provincial goTornmclit. 

""We need oaly recollect, that iiufifd)"rrrjv« in fBii'd have, in the spacE ef 
Stc or ren years, in virtue of this right, <Icsirrjycd, starved, aind dsiicn away 
marc inliabitants from Srngal, tliui arc to be found at prcKiit in all our Aiair- 
iian Mlaniet. — This, ii na exaggeration, my lords, but p!iirnnatt«ftf fact." 
SiiifLXT, bishop of St. Aiapli, igaiuK ib« bill for altering the charter of 
Mxiischui'CI' I b'c. 
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Wi Kcm vot to be aeniible oFthc high and important trust, trhicli I^o- 
vrdcnce his cciininiited to uar charge. The most precious remsiriEof ciril 
libcriy, that the world can now boasi of, are now lodged in our hinds 3 and 
Gup fnibid, tLat we >hould violate jo 'iacred a depositc 

** By eniUvingy«ur ealaiiiei^yAU oat only ruin the iieaee,lhecomiitefce, and 

ihe fnrturci of both tountrie* ; bat you ciunguish the faircM hope*, shut up 
the lost asylum of mankind. 

" I think, my lordii,wichoiil being weakly 6UpeTiitltiou»,thol a -govA man may 
hope, l3iac heaven will lake part again» thv eiecutioR of a plan, which Hem) 
big not otily with miichief, but smpirty-" ___*, T^ih. 
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involved in the abstract nature of things : pro- 
perty is private, individual, absolute: the touch 
of another annihilates it. Trade is an extend- 
ed and complicated consideration ; it reaches as 
far as ships can sail, or winds can blow ; it is a 
vast and various machine. To regulate the 
numberless movements of its several parts, and 
combine them into one harmonious effect, for 
the good of the whole, requires the superintend- 
ing wisdom and energy of the supreme power 
of the empire. 

" On this grand practical distinction, then 
let lis rest : taxation is theirs^ commercial regu- 
lation is ours. As to the metaphysical refine- 
ments, attempting to shew, that the Americans 
are equally free from legislative controtil, and' 
commercial restraint, as from taxation, for the 
purpose of revenue, I pronotmce them futile, 
frivolous, and groundless. 



"When your lordships have perused the 
papers transmitted to us from America, wheji 
you consider the dignity, the firmness, and the] 

C b ] 





wisdom with whicli the Americans have acted, 
you cannot bid rested their cause. 

" History, my lords, has been my favourite 
study, and in the celebrated writings of anti- 
quity, have I often admired the patriotism of 
Greece and Borne: but, my lords, I must declare 
and avow, that in the master states of the 
world, I know not the people or the senate, 
who, in such a complication of difficult cir- 
cumstances, can stand in preference to the de- 
legates of ^ffltfnctl, assembled in general con- 
gress at Plnladeipbia. I trust, it is obvious to 
your lordships, that all attempts to impose ser- 
vitude upon such men, to establish despotism 
over such a mighty continental nation, must be 
vain." 

Lord Cbatbam was ably supported by his 
friend, the excellent lord Camden, who among 
other things said — — " when the famous Set' 
den was asked, by what statute resistance to ty~ 

ramy could be justified ?" his reply was "it 

is to be justified by the custom, of England, 
which is part of the tazv of the land" 
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*• I WILL affirm, my lords* not only as 
statesman, a politician, and a philosopher, bul 
as a common lawyer, that you have no right tc 
tax America. No man, agreeably to the prin- 
ciples of natural and civil liberty* can be di- 
vested of any part of his property, without his 
consent ; and whemver oppression beguis^ rcsUU 
ance becomes lawful and right," 

In the year 3777, lord Chatham moved at 
am,endment to a proposed address, recommend- 
ing measures of accommodalion, and an imme- 
diate cessation of hostilities, as necessary fori 
effectuating that purpose, which " he supportJ 
ed with all the energy and eloquence, which' 
had formerly produced such mighty effects 
and which must now have roused the natioi 
from its death-like torpor, had this been with-' 
in the corapass of human virtue or human abi- 
Uty." 



After some weighty observations respect- 
ing the conduct of ministers, he proceeded] 

thus " you may swell every expence, ant 

strain every effort, accumulate every assistance, 
and extend your traffic to the ihambks of every 




man. 

ttiiscliiefs of the war, has dared to authorize and 
assodate to our arms the tomubdwh and scalping- 
kftifi of t\\ti savage? To call into civilized alli- 
ance, the wild and inhuman inhabitant of the 
woods ? To delegate to the merciless Indian, 
ihc defence of disputed rights, and to wage the 
horrors of his barbarous warfare against our 
brethren ? These enormities cry aloud for re- 
dress and punishment.* 
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• The Antntsu Mrrlarj, in a \etttr lt> general Eirliu, dated Wh'iltiali, 
March 46th, 1777, raji: " A»thi»plift cannot be advaulogeoHily eiecitted 
wiihout tlhc OiUiitaocie oX CaitaJianj and Initiii/u, hu majcety 4irtngly rtctmnuiut 
it to ypur "t?i 10 furoiJi both eipcditJans wiii ^ood and i»^ii>i.( ImJiti ufthnc 
mm: uod I an happy id knowing, that your LnJIuen-ce among theiniito grot, 
that thctc cau \tt na Toom Vt apprdictul jrou nUl find it difficult to rulfil liib 
tnijcity't ial{iill«Ki." 

In the " Thoughli Tor condnctlag the war from ibe ude of Cantila" bj 
DCDCTil Btrgajiu, that general doucd " a tbwited ir ngre inragei'" 

ColoiK 1 Suliit wa« df tired to disffibutc the loDft bmuaj-maaey amon^ 
mil ^ lb luvasn a wnuld jgin tht arjny ; and after the dcliverj of Ht frf 
tmti, lir uV* fur jC> 4°' >i I'cicurtencf, before he left A'jff/arn. He idd>, in 
■ loll«r lb«l Wmi bid ut ihe ubEe, in the houi« el cMnniM*, " I flatter ni7«el^ 
iliii yuu will nut iliink tha exptrTicc, however high, to be vkIgs*, or givea 
wttli titn liivilli B liuiid. I waited icvcii dayi to ditiver iimr tl/i fraenti-, uA 
ot** 1MIM TNI MTen*v, WNii^)i-rutr acccpted, and ranuiicD 19 
MAll <"« Of ir. Thin Icltir i» dated Ontnh, July i.8tb, im. 
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** It is not, my lords, a wild and lawless ban- 
ditti whom we oppose: the resistance of Ameri- 
ca, is the struggle nffree and virtuous patriots. 



r It is remarkable, that this great and gooi 
'man, in the year i775» not only lays ihe justice 
of American claims, on tlie same eternal and im- 
mutable ioundations contended for in t!ie fol- 
lowing " Essay on the constitutional pozver of 
Great-Britain over the crjh?iies in Ametica," pub- 
VisVied at Philadelphia in the preceding year, 

3774-, but makes the same comparison that was 
made in that Essay; between the opposition of 
America to British measures, and theoppo,^itioti 
of Britain, to the measures of the Sluarts, re-* 
fpecting loans, benevolences, and ship.money ; 
and also m^kes the same distinctim between 
taxation and regulation of commerce, that is 
asserted in that Essay, and iiiforces that distinc- 
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Id uioiher letter, colonel Bult/r saj«, " TIic fuJhii tlirsw in alieav^Eift ; 
vntttriitli, sod made d limiiag itatt^lrn- with lllclr if can and kal.teri. Th* 
mUCtm of ihil dttf, will plainly •huMt- the ntilify of yoDr ^icelldicy's conshlot 

Vppofl 9^ nty tmvffsrijd indfavpun K.0 enmniiaU is his mojtrtj 10 j prvictabU a hsdj 
^AVLMf." This letter is in sir Crf* CarlMv, snd dat:d, camp befurc Fart 
Si»*ia'nl, AugUrt tjlh, 1777. Tn aOotlict \t\\et he rays, " mmty »/ lU (iriitf 1 
tn were, amjoraally te fir Indian liu/oM, aftieruaxde kim-id." More an j 
lliii •abject ma^ te leeo iDgGncral Sargajxa't piDclaiiH(i«n, proceeding in pa 
liament, jSu, - ,wt^. ' . 



tion by the same arguments which in the Essay , 
are employed on thai subject. He likewise in- fl 
sists, as is urged in that Eisay, that tile ad' 
mission of an authority to regulate commerce^ does fl 
not imply the concession of an authority to le- " 
gislate, for the purpose of taxation. He, also, 
called the public attention to the extraordinary 
ease, which is stated in that Essay that a 



period may arrive, when the parent will stand 
in need of the assistance of her offspring. 

Thus has the justice of our cause been 
maintained by the best and wisest men in Bri- 
tain, not only by those before-mentioned, but 
by raiiUitudes of others. 



Of what importance our successful opposi- 
tion has been, and is now thought on the other 
side of the AtlanliCj we may judge from the 
following declaration of that honest, benevo- 
lent, and enlightened statesman Charles Fox, in 
the house of commons " THE RESIST- 
ANCE OF THE AMERICANS TO THE 
OPPRESSIONS OF THE MOTHER COUN- 
TRY, HAS UNDOUBTEDLY PRESERV- 
ED THE UBERTIES OF MANKIND." 




What political event, in the annals of the 
world, can be more worthy ot being commend- 
ed to the attention. of nations ! 

We now behold the sun of liberty iUumin- 
ing Europe ,- and we liave reason to believe, 
that its rays will reach to other quarters of the 
globe, beaming with a benign influence on the 
human race. 

With suchknowlege of facts, and with such 
hopes of the future, every American who loves 
his country, must be pleased to trace our mo- 
mentous controversy with Great-Britain, from 
its commencement in her injustice, to its termi- 
nation in our independence ; and every friend 
to mankind must rejoice, m contemplating the 
actual and probable consequences of our revo- 
lution to other nations. 

If this intelligence should be conveyed in 
narratives, written in coolness and leisure, after 
the agitation of events had subsided, no doubt 
it would be agreeable ; but, this collection of- 
fers to our fellow-citizens, in a series from the 
beginning of the year lyS^, writings composed 
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and published in the midst of the arduous con- 
tention, while Britain with insulting pretensi- 
ons, and relentless cruelties, was practising 
every artifice, and straining every nerve, by 
statutes and by swords, to bend or break us 
into bondage : and the editors think it their 
right and duty, to insert some testimonies con- 
cerning several of these writings, to shew the 
sentiments that were entertained of them at the 
times when they were published, or soon af- 
ter. 



THE 

SPEECH 

O ¥ 

JOHN DICKINSON, Esquire, 

Qoe sf the Mikkii tot tlte Coantj of PhiUMfiU, in the Hmiia jf^^iimjff 

«t Utt-Pim'ttKC al frnmyhmi; May %4ih, I764» 

O M O C.C AS lO IT 

Of a PETITION, drawn up by Order, and then under 

Consideration, of the House ,■ praying the King for a 

Change of the Government of the Province* 



hbliilied It the earnest reqimt of ■ grnt number of vny respectable thW 
ten of FtilaJiIfiia, at eipreued in thcii uldren to liim, dued tlic ith of 
Jmw, 1764. 



ai w, II M. iiQ 



*** On the 4th of March, 1764* Geotge Grenville, then 
Minifter, and the Houfe of Coinnions on his Motion, began 
their hostHe Operations agaiiift the Britisb C^C/a\es on this 
Continent. 

This Sp^eeti Was jnade in lefs than three months after, 
about a Year and a half before the meeting of tbe^rst Con- 
grefs at Nev-Tork^ on Account of the Stamp A£i; defcribea 
the Sentiments of Adminillration concerning Colonial G«- 
Vemment, takes Notice of tbt tbtn meditated Innovations^ 
and was followed by a regular Courfe of fuch Mcafures as 
were apprehended a.nA. alluded tOi 

The Change attempted did not take placsi 




WHEN" honest men apprehend their coub- 
try to be injured, nothing is more natural 
than to resent and complain : but when they enter 
into consideration of the means for obtaining re- 
dress, the same virtue that gave the alarm, m,ay 
sometimes, by causing' too great a transport of zeal, ' 
defeat its own purpose j it being expedient for those' 
who deliberate of public affairs, that their minds 
should be free from all violent passions. These 
emotions blind the understanding : they weaken the 
jXidgment. It therefore frequently happens, that 
resolutions formed by men thus agitated, appear to 
tbem very wise, very just, and very salutary ; while 
others, not influenced by the same heats, condemn 
those determinations, as weak, unjust, apddanger- 

• XtM« Xirru, Eit{aae. 
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ous. Thus, Sir, in councils it will always be 
found useful, to guard against even the indignation, 
that arises from integrity. 

More particularly are w? bound to observe the 
utmost caution in our conduct, as the experience of 
many years may convince us, that all our actions 

undergo the strictest scrutiny. Numerous aro 

the instances, that jnight be mentioned, of rights 
vindicated and equitable demands made in this pro- 
vince, according to the opinions entertained here, 
that in Great-Britain, have been adjudged to be il 
legal attempts, and pernicious pretensions. 
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These adjudications are the acts of persons vfsP 
cd with such dignity and power, as claim Jiome de- 
ference from us ; and hence it becomes not unne- 
cessary to consider, in whatlight the (*) measures 

ow proposed may appear to those, whose aenti;^ 
mcnts from the constitution of our government it 
yg'ill always be prudent to regard. ■ 



But on this important occasion, we ought not ta 
taim only at the approbation of men, whose authority 



• The cmimwrsT li«twe«n the Province aiiil ifie ProprictariiF^ was,' 
Ihethet Lilt ctlMeto( iht ProT>rictaries should Uc taicd m the SitatesoXothi _ 
I pCTiaiis wcri!. Tbe Praprietaries claimed an txemptton, and were lappnirtea 
icir claim bj- the Briiisi Miwstera< The AM^mbly look thii opp 
'.temft a di»ige oi die GcpvcnuocoE hom ^ngntasj ut rof4> 
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may censure and controul us. More affectipg du- 
ties (Jeniand our attention^ The honour and well- 
fart of Pennsyhatila depending on our decisions, 
let us endeavour so to iict, that we may enjoy our 
Dun approbation, in the cool and undisturbed hours 
of reflection; ihat «-e may deserve the approbation 

tof tlie impartial world ; and of posterity, who are so 
miich. interested in the present debate. 
No man. Sir, can be more clearly convinced than 
I am, of the inconvcniencies arising from a strict ad- 
li ere nee to proprietary instructions. We are pre- 
venled from demonstrating our loyalty to our cscel- 
lent SovercigTi, and our affection to our distrest fel- 
low subjects, unless we will indulge the Proprietors, 
with a distinct and prirtial mode of taxation, by 
which they will save perhaps four or fivc-himdred 
pounds a year, that ought to go in case of our con- 
stituents. 

^^This is gjanted on all sides to be unequal ; an! 
has therefore excited the resentment of this house. 
iiCt us resent but let our resentment bear pro- 
portion to the provocation received ; and not pro- 
duce, or even expose us to the peril of producing^, 
effects more fatal than the injury of which we com- 
plain. If the change of government now meditat- 
ed, can take place, with all our privileges preserved; 
' . inatantIy_talLeplai;e: bi^tif fi^fymust be con- 
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sumcd in ihe blaze of ro3-nl authoritj', we shall paj 
too great a price lor our approach to the throne i 
too g;reat a price for obtaining {if we should obtain) 
the addition of four or five-hundred pounds to the- 
proprietary tax ; or indeed for any emolument 
ly to follow from the change. 




I HOPE, I am not mistaken when 1 believe, 
cverj' member in this house feels the same rever- 
enee that I do, for these inrstimablt' rights. When 
I consider the spirit of liberty that breathes in them, 
and the flourishing state to which this province hath 
risen in a few years under them* I am extremel 
desirous* that they should be transmitted to futu 
ages ; and I cannot suppress my solicitude, wliili 
Steps are taking, that tend to bring them all int 
danger. Being assured, that this house will al' 
ways think an attempt to change this governmen' 
too hazardous, unless these privileges can be per 
fectly secured^ I shall beg leave to mention the 
reasons by which' I have been convinced, that sue 
an attempt ought not koti; to be made. 



^ 



It seems to me, Sir, that a people who intend an 

innovation of their government, ought to choose tho 

most proper itme^ aatl the moat proper mcl/jod foa 

accomplishing their purposes ; and oug-ht seriousl] 

to weigh all the probable and possible tonsequencei 

of such a measure. 
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TsiEE arc certain periods in public afialcs, when 
designs may be executed much more easily and 
aclvmitageously, than at any other. It hath been 
bj* a strict attention to every interesting circum- 
stance; a careful cultivation of every fortunate oc- 
currence ; and patiently waiting till they have ri- 
pened into a favourable conjuncture, that so many 
gKsX actions have been performed in the political 
world. 

It was through a rash neglect of this prudence, 
and too much eagerness to gain his point, that the 
Duke of M^ntnoufb destroyed his own enterprize, 
an^ brought himself dishonourably to the block, 
ifio* every thing: then verged towards a revolution. 
The prince of Orange with a lalse delay pursued 
the same views, and gloriously mounted a tluone. 



It was through a like neglect of this prudence, 
that the commons of Deiimark, smarting under the 
tjTanny of their nobility, in a fit of revengeful furj', 
suddetily surrendered their liberties to their king; 
and ever since with unavailing grief and useless 
execrations, have detested the mad moment, that 
slipt upon them the shackles of slavery, which no 
struggles can shake off. With more deliberation^ 
the Dutch erected a stadholdersliip, that hath been 
of signal service to their state. 
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That excellent historian and statesman TacUus, 
i-Tiose political reflections are so justly and univer- 
f'Bally admired, m^kes an observation in bis third 
«nnal, that seems to confirm these remarks. Hav- 
iing mentioned a worthy man of greiit abilities, 
f'wliose ambitious ardour hurried him Into ruin, he 
['uses those words, " quod muhas etiam bonos pes- 
turn dedUy qui spretis qu£ tarda cum securiiate, 
irxmatura •oel cum exitlo properant.''^ " Which 
tnisfortune hath happened to many good men^ wIi^h 
l-^Iespising those things which they might slonn/y amPl 
afcfy attain, seize them too hastily, and with fatal 
iced rush upon their own destruction." 

If then* Sir, the best intentions may be di^^T 
jointed by too rapid Et prosecution of them, many 
Lreasons induce me to think, that this is not the pro- 
ier time to attempt the change of our government. 



It is loo notorious and too melancholy a truth, 
.that we now labour under the diaadvantage of roy- 
al and ministerial difpleasure. The conduct of this 
province during the late war, hath been almost con- , 
inually condemned at home. We have been cd^| 
ered with the reproaches of men, whose stations 
igive us just cause to regard their reproaches. The 
last letters from his majesty's secretary of state 
prove, that the reputation of the province has not 
yet revived. We are therein expressly cliargcd_ 
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with double dealing, disrespect for his majesty*; 
orders, and in short, accusations, that shew us to 
be in the utmost discredit. Have we llie least rca- 
son to believe, when the transactions of this year» 
and the caiise of our application for a change, are 
made known to the king and liis ministers, that 
their resentment will be waved ? Let us not flat- 
ter ourselves. Will they not be more incensed, 
when they find the public service inipedcd^ and his 
majesty ""s dominions so long exposed to the ravages 
of niercilcss enemies, by our inactivity and obstina- 
cy, as it will be said ? For this, I think, hath been 
the constant language of the ministry on the like 
occasions. Will not their indignation rise beyond 
all bounds, when they understand that our hitherto 
driving to grant supplies, and our application for a. 
change, proceed from the governor's strict adher- 
ence to the terms of the stipulations, so soletnniy 
made, and so repeatedly approved, by the late and 
present king ? 

But I may perhaps be answered, " that we have 
agreed to the terms of the stipulations, accord- 
ing- to their true meaning, which the governor re- 
fiises to do." Surely, sir, it will require no slight 
sagacity in distinguishing, no common force of ar- 
gument, to persuade his majesty and his council, 
that the refusal to comply with the true meaning of 
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the nipuUltoiis proceeds from the governor, H-hei 
he insists on iaserting in our bill the xery wore 
and leuers of those stipulations. 

" BcT these Mipulations vere never intended to 
be inserted verbatim In our bills, and our construc- 
tion is the most just." I grant it appears so to uj, 
but much I doubt, whether his majesty's cGtmcil 
•rill be of the same opinion. That board and this 
|ious£ liave often differed as widely in their senti- 
inents* Our judgment is founded on the know^j 
ledge w"c Iiave of facts, and of the purity of our iit^^ 
tcntions. The judgment of others, is founded on 
the representations made to them, of those facts 
and intentions. These representations may be un- 
just ; and therefore the decisions that are formed I 
upon them may be erroneous. If we are rightly I 
informed, we are represented as the mortal enemies 
of the proprietors, who would tear their estates to 
pieces, unless some limit was fixed to our fury. 
For tJjis purpose the second and third articles of 
the stipulations were formed. The Inequality of 
the mode was explained and enlarged upon by the 
provincial council ; but in vain. I thinks I have 
heard a worthy member who lately returned from 
£ngland, mention these circumstances. 
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If this be the case, what reasonable hope can 
we eutertain, of a more favourable determinatioa 
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fl*TO T The proprietors are still living. Is it not 
Jiighiy probable that they have interest enough, ei 
Uicr to prevent the change, or to make it on such ' 
terms, as will fix upon us for ever, those demands 
that appesir so extremely just to the present minis- 
ters ? One of the proprietors appears to have 
great intimacy and influence, irith some very con- 
siderable members of his majesty's council. Ma* 
ny men of the highest character, if public reports 
speak truth, are now endeavouring to establish 
proprietary governments, and therefore probably 
may be more readily inclined to favour proprietary 
measures. The very gentlemen who formed the 
irticles of tlie stipulations, are tioiu in pewer, and 
no doubt will inforce their ov/n acts in the strictest 
manner. On the other hand, every circumstance 
that DOW operates against us, may in time turn in 
our favour. We may perhaps be fortunate enough, 
to see the present prejudices against us worn off i 
to recommend ourselves to our sovereign : and to 
procure the esteem of some of his ministers. I 
tliink I may venture to assert, that such a period 
wiJi be infinitely more proper than the present^ for 
attempting a change of our government. 
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With the pcrfnission of the honse, I will now 
consider the manner in which this attempt is car- 
ried on ; and I must actnowledge^ that I do not in 
the least degree approve of it> 
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*HE lime may come, when the v. eight ( 
>vernment may grow too heavy for the shoulders 

If a subject ; at least, too heavy for those of a wo- 
lan, or an infant. The proprietary family may be 
a circumstanced, as to be willing to accept of such 
n equivalent for the government from the crown, 
s the crown may be willing to give. Whenever 
Idiis point is agitated, either on a proposal from 
fee crown or proprietors, this province may plead 
pe cause of her privileges with greater freedom 
End with greater p-obabiltty of success, than a 
present. The royal grant ; the charter founded 
upon it ; the public f;iith pledged to the adventur- 
ers, for the security of those rights to them and 
leir posterity, whereby they were encouraged to 
>mbat the dangers, I had ahnost sard, of anothi 
rarld J to establish the British power in remotes 
;gions, and add inestimable dominions with tb 
lost extensive commerce to their native country y 
le high value and veneration we have for thes 
privileges ; the aiBicting loss and misfortune w 
lonld esteem it, to be deprived of them, and the 
jnhappiness in which his majesty's faithful sub- 
lets in this province would thereby be involved j 
)ur inviolable loyalty and attachment to his majes- 
;'3 person and illustrious family, whose sovereign 
hath been so singularly distinguished by its fa 
^Durable influence on the liberties of mankind. 
i.Lt these things may then be p^-operly insisted on 
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If orgtd with that modest heart-felt energ}-, with 
which good men shoiild always vindicate the inte- 
rests of their country, I should not despair of a gra- 
cious attention, to our humble requests. Our pe- 
tition in such a case, would be simple, respectful, 
and perhaps affecting. 

Bur in the present mode of proceeding, it seems 
to me, that we preclude ourselves from every office 
of decent duty to the most excellent of kings ; and 
from that right of earnestly defending our privi- 
leges, which we should otherwise have. The foun- 
dation of this attempt, I am apprehensive, will ap- 
pear to others peculiarly unfortunate. In a sud- 
den passion, it will be said, against the proprietors, 
we call out for a change of government. Not from 
reverence for his majesty ; not from a sense of his 
paternal, goodness to his people j but because we 
arc angry with the proprietors ; and tired of a dis- 
pute founded on an order approved by his majesty, 
and liis royal grandfather. 



Our powerful friends on the other side of the 
Atlantic, who are so apt to put the kindest con- 
structions on our actions, will no doubt observe, 
*' that the conduct of the people of Pennsylvania^ 
must be influenced by very extraordinary councils, 
since they desire to come more immediately under 
the king's command, because they will noi obey 
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commands, that have been alreaiJy sig- 
piliecl to them." 



I 



But here it will be faid ; nay it has been faidi 
I and the petition before the houfe is drawn accord- 
ingly; " we will not alledge this difpute with the 
.governor on line ftipulations, but the general in- 
, coiiveniencies of a proprietary government, as th^^ 
■ caufe of our defirjng a change." 'Tis true we ma;^l 
[a£l in this artful manner, but what advantages fliall 
■we gain by it ? Though we (hould keep the fecret, 
can ve feal up the lips of the proprietors .' Can 
we recal our meffages to the governor ? Can we 

annihilate our own refolves ? Will not all will, 

lot any of these discover the true cause of the pr 
lent attempt i 



Wht then* should we unnecessarily invite fresh 
-invectives In the very beginning of a moil impor 
'ant business, that to be happily concluded^ requir 

all the favour we can procure, and all the desteri 

we can practise ? 

We intend to surround the throne with petitions, 
'that our government may be changed from propri- 
etary to royal. At the same time we mean to pre- 
serve our privileges : but how are these two points 
to be reconciled ? 
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Ir wt expi^ss our desire for the presen'ation of 
our privilges, in so general or faint a manner, aft 
may induce the king to think, tliey are of no great 
conscqueTice to us, it will be nothing less than to 
betray our cowntjy. 



Ir on the other hand we inform his majefty, — 
" that tho* we rei^nest him to change the govern- 
ment, yet we Insist on the preservation of oxir pri- 
vileges," certainly it ivill be thought an unprece- 
dented stile of petitioning the crown, that humbly 
asks a favour, and boldly prescribes tlie tenns, on 
which it must be granted* 
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How then shall we act? Shall we spealc, or shall 
we suppress our sentiments ? The first method 
will render our request incoherent; the second will 
render it dangerous. Some gentlemen are of opi- 
nion, that these difficulties may be solved, by in- 
trusting the management of this affair to an agent : 
but I see no reason to expect such an effect. I 
would first observe, that this matter is of too pro- 
digious consequence to be trusted to the discretion, 

of an agent. But if It shall be committed by 

this house, the proper guardian of the public fi- 
heriies, to other hands, this truth must at some 
time or other be disclosed, " that we will never 
consent to a change, unless our privileges are pre- 
acrved," I should be glad to know, with wl 
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finesse this matter is to be conducted. Is the a^nt 
to keep our petition to the crown in his pocket, till! 
he has whispered to the ministry ? Will this be 
jusli6able ? Will it be decent? Whenever he ap* 
plies to tbem^ I presume, they will desire to knotff 
hih authority for making sitch an application. Then 
our petition must appear ; and whenever it does 
appear, cither at first or last, r/jac and the others 
traniimitte*! with it, I apprehend, will be the foun- 
dation uf any resolutions taken in the king-'s coun- 
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Thus, in wliatevcr view this transaction is con* 
"fiidcrcd, shull wc not still be involved in the dilem-' 
nia already mentioned, " of begging a favour frOm 
his niajtsty'H goodness, and yet shewing^ a distrust 
that the royal hand, stretched out at our own re 
quest for our relief", may do us an injury ?" 



I-iRT me suppose, and none can offer the least 
iroof of this supposition being unreasonable, that 
Jiis majesty will not accept of the government, 
clogged, .IS it will be said, with privileges inconsiat 
cnt with the royal rights : how shall we act then 
■■iVc shall hsivc our choice of two things : one c 
^^lieni destructive : the other dishonourable. We 
may cither renounce the laws and liberties framed 
and delivered down to us by our careful ancestors: 
: inay tell his majesty with a surly discontent 
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fiffw, but on sucii conditions, as ive please to \m^ 
pose on him." Is not this the inevitable alterna- 
tive, to which we shall reduce ourselves ? 

|n short, sir, I think the farther we advance in 
the path we are now in. the greater will be the con- 
fusion and danger in which we shall engage our- 
selves. Any body of men acting under a charter, 
must surely (read on slippci-}' ground, w^hen they I 
take a step that may be deemed a surrenderor that 
charter. For my pai^t, I think the petitions that 
have been carried about the city and country to be 
signed, and are now lying on the tabje^ can be re- 
garded in no other light, than as a surrender of the* 
charter, with a short indifTerent hint annexed of a 
desire, that our privileges nny be spared, if it shall 
be thought proper. Many striking arguments may 
in my opinion be urged, to prove that any request 
made by this house for a chan^, may with still 
greater propriety be called a surrender. The com- 
mon observation, " that many of our privileges do 
not depend on our charter only, but are confirmed 
by laws approved by the crown," I doubt will have 
but little weight with those, who will determine 
this matter. 



It will readily be replied, " that these laws were" 

founded on the charter ; that diey were calculatedj 
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for a proprictarA- ^vemracnt. aiid for no otlicr; 
a|iprovcil by the cro"Ti in that \ lew alone : that 
the proprictaiT goivmment is now acknowledged 
by Ihe people liWng under it, to be a bad govern 
mem , and the crown is intrcatcd to accept a suP 
render of it : that therefore by thus aboltsliing the 
proprietor}' government, every thinj; founded up 
it, must of consci{uencc be aUo aboti&hed." 
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HowEVEK, if there should be any doubts in t 
U«- on these points, tlicre is an easy way to solve 
tbem. 

^^P Tbbse icficctions, sir, naturally lead me to con- 
I sidcr the consequences that may attend a change of 
^^Loiir govciiinient; which is the last point I shall trou- 
^^LJe the house upon at this time. 

^V It is not to be questioned, but that the ministry 
nre desirous of vesting the immediate government 
of tliis province, advantageonsly in tlie crown. 
It is true, they do not choose to act arbitrarily, and 
tear auay the present government from us, with- 
out our consent. This is not the age for such 
things. But let «j only furnish them wirh a pre- 
text, by pressing petitions for a change ; let us 
only relinquish the hold we now have, and in an 
instant we arc precipitated from that envied height 
-Biicrc wc now staud- The aflair is laid before the 



C ^9 ) 

miaracnt, the desires of the mniistry arc insinu-J^ 
'^ateci, the rights of the crown are vimUcatetl, ai 
an act passes to deliver us at once from the govern^ 
ment of proprietors, and the privileges we claij 
uftder them. 



Then, sir, we who /;?y)i7rfrc«/(;r have present 
ed to the authors of the fatal change, this long- 
liiisbed for opportunity of eifccting it, shall for out 

asshtaiice^ be entitled to th^iir thanks Thafiks , 

uhich I am persuaded, every worthy member 
this house would abt'Q.r to deserve, an<i would 
icorn to receive. 



' 



It seems to be taken for granted, that by 
change of goiernmenti we shall obtain a change of 
those measures which are so displeasing to the peo- 
ple of this province- — —^that justice will be main- 
tained by an equal taxation of the proprietary estates 
and that our frequent clissentions will be tiira-v 
(1(1 into peace aiid happiness^ 
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These arc effects indeed sincerely to be wishes 
for by every sensible, by every honest man : b\ 
reason does not always teach us to expect the wari 
wishes of the heart. Could our gracious sovereij 
take into consideration, the state of every part 
his extended dominions, we might expect redress 
of everj' grievance : for with the most implicit con 
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I'levc, he is as just, benevolent, 
amiable a prince, as heaven cvcj- granted in its 
mercy to bless a people. 1 venerate his virtues be- 
yond all expression. But f^is attention to our par- 
ticular circumstances being impossible, we must re- 
ceive our fate from ministers ; and from tbem, I doi 
not like to receive It. 



^ 



We are not the subjects of ministers ; and there- 
fore it is not to be wondered at, if they do not feci 
that tenderness for us, that a good prince will al- 
ways feel for his people. Men are not born minis-.; 
ters. Their ambition raises them to authority 
and when possessed of it, one established principle 
with them seems to be, " never to deviate from a.i 
*' precedent of power." 
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Did we not find in the late war, the' we exer 
ourselves in the most active manner in the defence I 
of his majesty's dominions, and in prom.oting the 
service of the crown, every point in which the pro- 
prietors thought lit to make any opposition, decided ■ 
ng^ainst us ? Have we not also found, since the last 
disturbance of the public peace by ottr savage ene- 
mies, the conduct of the late governor highly ap- 
plauded by the ministry, for his adherence to those 
very stipulations now insisted on ; and ourselves 
subjected to the bitterest reproaches, only for at- 
tempting to avoid burthens, that were thought ex- 
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I DOSS over, to avoid a tedious recaphulation. ^B 



tremdy grievous. Other instances of the like kind 
[pass over, to avoid a tedious recapitulation. 



Since then, the gale of ministerial favour has in 
nil sfasoits blown propitious to proprictaiy interests, 
why do we now fendly flatter ourselves, that it will 
mddealy shift its quarter ? Wlty should wc v ith an 
mazing credulity^ now fly for protection to t/jose 
men, tnist every thing to their mercy, and ask the 
most distinguishing y£2?;£j;irj from their kindness, 
from whom we complained a few months ago, that 
we could not obtain the most reasonable requests ? 
Surely, sir, we must acknowledge one of these two 
things 5 either, that our complaint was tlien tin- 
juit : or, that our confideuce is now uii'war ranted. 
For my part, I look for a rigid perseverance in for- 
Tner measures. With a new govemment, I expect 
new disputes, The experience of the royal colo- 
nies convinces me, that the immediate government 
of the crown, is not a security for that tranquility 
and happiness we promise ourselves from a change. 
It is needless for me to remind the house, of all 
the frequent nnd violent controversies that have 
happened between the king*s governors in several 
provinces, and their assemblies. At this time, if I 
am rightly informed, l^irginia is struggling against 
■n instruction, that will be attended, as that co- 
lony apprehends, with the most destructive conse- 
^uencesi if carried into execution. 
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IsDEiD, Sir, it seems vain to expect, where the 
spirit of liberty is maintained among a people, that 
public contests should not itlsa be maintained. 
Tho5« who goxcrn^ and those who are ^ovcrneil, 
seldom think the}" can gain too much on one ano. 
ther. Power is like the ocean ; not cftsily admit- 
ting limits to be fixed in it. It must be in motion. 
Storms Indeed arc not desirable ; but a long dead 
calm is not to be looked for ; perhaps, not to be 
wished for. Let not us then, in expectation of 
smooth seas, and an undisturbed course, too raslily 
venture our I'tttle vessel that hath safely sailed 
round our own iveif knavj-n shores, upon the midst 
of the uiitryed dce/f, without being first fully con- 
vinced, that her make is strong enough to bear the 
weatber she may meet with, and that she is well 
fito-oided ior so long and so dangerous a voyage 

No man, sir, amongst us hath denied, or wi 
deny, that this province must stake on the event 
of the present attempt, liberties that ought to be 
immortal Liberties / founded on the acknow- 
ledged rights of human nature ; and restrained in 
our mother-country, only by an unavoidable neces- 
sity of adhering Jn some measure, to long estab- 
lished Customs. Thus hath been formed between I 
old errors and hasty innovations, an entangled 
chain* that our ancestors either had not moderatioi 
^or leisure enough to untwist. 
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now briefly enumerate, as well as T can 
tvcoUcct, die particular privileges oS Fentis\hanza, 

Is the first place, vrc here enjoy tliat best and 
greatest of *li rights, a perfect religious freedom. 

Posts of honour and profit are unfettered ■with 
oalbs or tests ; and therefore are open to men, 
whose abilities, ati-ict regard to their conscientious 
persuasion, and unblemished characters qualify 
them to dischai-ge their duties with credit to them- 
selves, and advantage to tlieir country. 

The same wisdom of our laws, has guarded 
•gainst the absurdity of granting greater credit even 
to viUains, if they will swear, than to men of virtue, 
who from religious motives cannot. Therefore 
those who are conscientiously scrupulous of taking 
an oalli, are admitted as witnesses in criminal cases. 
Our legisUition sufiers no checks, from a council 
instituted,* in fancied imitation of the house of 
lords. By the rig;ht of sitting on our own adjourn- 
Weiits, we are secure of meeting, when tlie public 
good requires it : and of not being; dismist, Tihen 
private passions demand it. At the same time, 
the strictdischargeof the trust committed to us, is 
inforced by the short duration of otu" power, which 
must be renewed by our constituents every year. 

* Ap-poiuc-cil \>T the ccown. 



Nob are the people siript of all authority, in the 
execution of laws. They enjoy the satisfaction of 
having some shairc. by the appointment of provincial 
commissioners, in laying out the money which they 
raise ; and of being in this, manner assured, that it 
19 appUed to the purposes, for which it was granted. 
They also elect sheriffs and coroners ; officers of 
so much consequence, in every detertnlnatiotl that 
affects honour, liberty, life or property. 



Let any impartial person reBect, how contrad 
tory some of these privileges are to the princip 
of the English constitution, and how directly op- 
posite others of them are to the settled prerogatives 
qf the crown ; and then consider, what probability 
we have of retaining tliem on a requested change ^j 
that is of continuing in fact a proprietary gover^H 
ment, though we humbly pray the king to change 
this government into royal. Not unaptly, in my 
opinion, the connection between the proprietary 
family, and this province, may be regarded as a 
marriage. Our privileges may be called the fruits 
of that mamage. The domestic peace of this 
femily, it is true^ has not been unvesed with quar- 
rels, and complaints : but the pledges of their 
affection ought always to be esteemed ; and when- 
ever the parents on an imprudent request shall be 
divorced, much I fear, that their issue will be de- 
clared iiiegitimatc. This I am well persuaded 
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of, that surprizing must our behaviour appear tQi 
all men, if in the instant when we apply to his ma- 
sty for relief from what we think oppression, we] 
should discover a resolute disposition to deprive 
him of the un controverted prerogatives of his royal,^ 
ignity. 



At this period, when the administration is regu* 

hting new colonics, and designing, as we are told, 

the * sir'ictest reformations in the oid, it is not_ 

likely that they ■\vlU grant an invidious distinction 

I our favour. Less likely is it, as that distinction 

i'ill be liable to so many, and such strong constttu- 

iiona! objections ; and when we shall have the 

sight both of the clergy and ministry, and the 

"niversally receivtid opinions of the people of ouE 

lother countrv to contend \\\\h.. 
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I mean not, sir, the least reflection on the church 
^i England, 1 reverence and admire the purity of j 

.doctrine, and the moderation of its temper, iti 
convinced, that it is filled with learned and with] 
excellent men : but all zealous persons, think their i 
own religious tenets the best, and would willingly 



* Some Uie utii pf pnrliiamciit ihcw what itrict KBroHkiATiOK> "t" 
l« ht voAt in the colomei. 
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ace them embraced by others. I therefure appic- 
hcml, that the dignified and reverend gentlemen ^H 
the L-hurch o( £n^!aiidy will be extremely desirous 
to have liai church as well secured, and as much 
distinguished as possible in the American colonies; 
cspeciaJly in those colonies, where it is ovcfborni^, 
as it were, by dissenters. There never can be^H 
more critical opportunity for this purpose than the^ 
present. The cause of the church will besides l]^^ 
eonnectcd with that of the crown^ to which its pri^^ 
ciples are thought to be more favourable, than_ 
those of the other professions. 



a^fi^ 



We have received certain information, that 
conduct of this province which has been so much 
censured by the mlnistrj'", is attributed to the influ- 
ence of one religious society. We also know, 

that the late tumultuous and riotous proceedings, 
represented in so strong a light by the petition no^H 
before the house, have been publicly ascribed to the 
'.Hilluence of ai\other religious society. Thus the 
blame of every thing disreputable to this proving 
is cast on one or the other of these dissenting sect 
Circumstances ! that I imagine, will neither be for- 
gotten* nor neglected. 
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We have seen the event of our disputes conce: 
ing the proprietary interests ; and it Is not to be 
qxpected, that our success will be greater, when our 
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cpponents become more numerous ; and will have 
more digtiitj', more power, and as they will think, 
more law on their side- 

These are the dangers, sir, to which we 
now about to expose those privileges, in which 
we have hitherto so much gloried. Wherefore ? 
To procure two or three, perhaps four or five bun. 
dred potinds a year, (for no caculation has earned 
the sum higher) from the proprietors, for two or 
(here or four or five years, for so long and something 
longer, perhaps, the taxes may continue. 

Bdt are we sure of gaining this point ? We are 
m. Are we sure of gaining any other advantage I 
We are not. Are we sure of preserving our privi- 
leges ? fVe are not. Are we under a necessity of 
pursuing the measure proposed at this time? fFe 
are tiot^ 



Hebe, sir, permit me to make a short pause. 
Permit me to appeal to the heart of every member 
in this house, and to entreat him to reflect, how far 
he can be justifiable in giving his voice, thus to 
hazard the liberties secured to us by the wise foun- 
ders of this province ; peaceably and fully enjoyed 
by the present age i and to which posterity is so 
justly entitled. 
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But, sir, wc arc told there is no (langerof losm^^ 
our privileges, if our government should be chan^^f 
cd, and two arguments are used in support of this 
opinion. — The first is. *' That the government 
the crown Is exercised with so much lenity in C, 

rol'ina and tlie Jerseys.'''' 1 cannot perceive 

least degree of force in this argTiment. As 
\Carolirta, I am not a little surprized, that it should 
I be mentioned on this occasion, since I never heac^H 
> of any privileges that colony enjoys, more than th^^ 
[other royal governments in America. The privi- 
leges of the Jerseys, are of a different nature from 
many of which we are possest ; and arc more coe 
sistent irith the royal prero^ti^e. 



i 



Indeed 1 know of none they have, except tha 
ihe people called ^m^ers may be witnesses in cr( 
linal cases, and may bear offices. Can this indul 
gence shewn to them for a particular reason, and 
lot contradictory to the rights of the crown, g-ive 
IS any just cause to expect the confirmation of pri- 
"Vilci^es directly opposite to those rights, and for , 
confirming which no such reason exists. But per-W 
haps the gentlemen, who advance this arg^ument, !' 
mean, that Wtf shall purchase a change at a cheap 
price, if wc are only reduced to the same state with 

tlie Jerseys Surely, sir, if this be their mean- 

.iiig, they entirely forget those extraordinary privi- 
leges, which some time ago were mentioned. 
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How many must we in such a case renounce ? 
I apprehend, it uouM prove iin arf^ment of little 
consolation to these gentlemen, if they should lose 
three fourths of their estates, to be told, that they 
still remain as rich as their neighbours, and have 
enough to procure all the necessaries of Ufe. 

Ir is somcwhnt remarkable, that this single in- 
stance of favour in permitting an afRrmation instead 
of an oath, in a single province, should be urged as 
so great :in encouragement to us, while there are 
so many examples of another kind to deter us. In 
what royai government besides the jerseys, can 
<me of the people called ^mkcrs be a witness in 
criminal cases, and bear offices ?* /« no other. 
What can be the reason of this distincliou In the 
ycrseys ? Because in the infancy of that colony, 
when it came under the government of the crown, 
there was, as appears from authentic vouchers, an 
ABSOLUTE NECESSITY from the scoTcity of other 
proper persons, to make use of the people called 
^takers in public employments. Is there such a 
necessity in this province l Or can the ministry be 
persuaded, th:it there is siich a necessity ? No, sir, 
those from whom they will receiye their informa- 
tion, will grant no such thing ; and therefore I 



* It i> felid, (hat a Quiker was \i.te\j commiC(t<I tA goil in KcW'TmIv 

becauK he would not twear in a criminal ax. 
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think there is the mos; imfiiinent danger^ in 
of a change, thai the people of this society will It 
the exercise of those rights, which, tho' they ai 

INTITLED TO AS MEN", YET SUCK IS THE SITUJ 

TioN OF HTMAN AFF A I H s, they With difficulty 
find a spot on the whole globe ^ihere they are 
allowed to enjoy them. It will be an argument of 
some force I am afraid, that the church o^ Engl a 
can never expect to raise its head among us, ■while 
we are encouraged, as it will be said, in dissent^H 
on : but if an oatb be made necessary for obtainin^^ 
offices, of honour and profit s it will then be expect 
ed that any of the people called Quakers who a; 
tempted to renounce their principles, will undoubt- 
edly make an addition to the established church 



If any other consideration than that which h 
been mentioned, was regarded in granting that in 
dulgence in the Jerseys^ tho' no other is exprei 
it seems not improbable, that the nearness of t 
^province might have had some weight, as from its' 
['situation it afforded such strong temptations to Uie 
'inhabitants of the Jarseys to remove hither, had 
ley been treated with any severity. 



1 

m- 



irm'ed 



Their government In some measure was forme 
in imitation of our government ; but when this is 
.altered, the English constitution must be the mo 
^del, by which it will be formed. 
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Here it will be said, '* this cannot be (lone but 
lay the parliament; 'and will a British parliamenl 
do such an act of injustice, as to deprive us of oil 
rights?'" This is the second argument, used t< 
prove the saicty of the measures now proposed. 

Certainly the British parliament will not dt 
what they think an unjust act : but I cannot per^ 
suade myself, tlmt they will think it unjust, to plane 
us on the same footing with themselves. It wil 
not be an easy task to convince them, that the pco-J 
pie o^ Pennsyhama ought to be distinguiihed froi 
all other subjects, under his majesty's immediatl 
government; or that such a distinction can ansvve 
any good purpose. May it not be expected the 
they will say, " No people can be freer than our^ 
'* selves ; every thing more than we enjoy is licer 

tiousness, not liberty : any induJgencles shew 
•• to the colonics heretofore, were like the indul^ 
" gcncies of parents to their infants ; they oiigV 
•' to cease with that tender age ; and as the ■tolc 
^•* nies grow up, to a more vigorous state, Ihej 

ought to be carefully disciplined, and all theii 

•* actions regulated by strict laws. .^bove all 

** things it is necessary, that the prerogative ^hould^d 
•' be exercised with its full force in our American^^ 
** provinces, to restrain them within due bounds, 

and secure tlieir dependence on this kingdom. 



ti* 



* fhe tubie^ticiit conduirt of Grtat Br'aaiw, hu fiJlf evinced her Ectolaua 
to adhere to ndi political maiiini » tlicie- 



Afa 
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1 AM afraid, that this will be the opinion of 
parliament, as it has been in every instance, t\ 
linde\iating; practice of the ministry. 



But, sir, it may be said, " these reasons are not 
" conclusive, they do not demonstratively prove, 

I *' that our privileges ivi^i be endangered by d 
*' change." I grant the objection : but what stronger 

[reasons, what clearer proofs arc there, tliat the 

\viiU not be endangered by a change. 



I 



TttET are safe now ; and lijby should we engage 
'in an enterprize that will render them uncertain ? 
If nothinj^ wJlt content lis but a revolution brougl^— 
about by ourselves, surely we ought to have madoH 
the strictest inquiries what terms we may expect ; 
and to have obtained from the ministry some tin< 
|Of security for the performance of those terms. 



These things might have been done. They 
jiot dene. If a merchant will ventnre to travt 
ivith great riches into a foreign country, without 
proper guide, it certainly will be adviaeable for him 
to procure the best intelligence he can get, of the 
climate, the roads, the difficulties he will meet with, 
and the treatment he may receive. 

I PR Air the house to consider, if we have 
tli^htest security that can be mentioned, cxcc] 





preservation 
of our present privileges, or gaining a single advan- 
tage from a change. Have we any writing ? have 
we a verbal promise IVom any minister of the 
Crown ? We have not. 1 cannot therefore conceal 
my astonishment, that gentlemen should require 
uless security for the invaluable rights of PennsyU 
i>ania, t]ian they would demand for a debt of five 
pounds. Why should we press forward with this 
unexampled hurry, when no benefit can be deriv- 
ed from it? Why should we have any aversion to 
(icIilKration. and dcUiy, when no injury can attend 
them i 

It is scarcely possible^ in the present case, that 
we can spend too much time, in forming resoluti- 
ons, the consequences of which are to be perpetu- 
tii. [fit is true, as some aver, that we can nifii} 
ol)taiii an advantageous change of our government, 
I suppose it iviil be also true next week, next 
month, and next year : but if r/jey are mistaken, it 
will be earlv enoug^h, whenever it happens, to be 
disappointed, and to repent. I am not willing to 
run risqucs in a matter of such prodigious import- 
ance, on the credit of any man's opinion, when by a 
small delay, tliat can do no harm, the steps we are 
to tak<e may become more safe. Gideon, tho^ he 
had conversed with an " angel of the Lord" would 
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Hot attempt to relieve his countrymen, then s'( 
opprest by ihe Midianifes, least he should invol 
them in greater miseries, until he was convinced by 
two miracles that he should be successful. I do 
not sar, we oug-ht to wait for miracles ; but I think 
wc ought to wait for Eomething, which will 
next kin to a nnrgcfe ; 1 mean, some sign o 
\j^aToi(rabfe disposition in the viinistry towards 
1 should like to see an dhe leaf at least brough 
to us, before we quit our ark. 



1 

I 



Permit me, sir, to make one proposal to the 
house. We may apply to the crown now, as fre*^ 
ly as if we were under its immedifite g^overnmetiiW 
f Let us desire his majesty's judgment on the point,* 
that has occasioned this unhappy diflfcrence betwe^H 
the two branches of the legislature. This may be ' 
done without any violence, without any hazard to 
our constitution. We say the justice of our de- 
mands, is clear as light ; every heart must feel th^ 
equity of them. 



^ 



If the decision be in our favour, we gain a con- 
siderable victory ; the grand obstruction of t}MH 

• Thit point wii one ef ihe siipuliriont approved by ihs crown, in favour 
of llic prnpriclnri.wilh rrspetC to ilic taxation of thtir cstatt. The guvcmnr, 
«llcbninch«f lht;le:f;Mit'Ure, ioi'xtei! upon mserting' ID chc. bill then undrrcoWt- 
deiuCiDn^ tho wui'di of the stipulation ; ui<1 cliut adherfil ca the Bt:iputitii>n< 
The haute of uijcmlilj, the other bruicli of Lhc IcgJs.laiuiei, uubtcd upon cit- 
ing thf proprietary catste, without being tbos liouiiJ, 
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public service is removed ; ant! we shall have more 
leisure to carry our intentions coollj' into execution. 
If the decision be against us, I believe the most 
zealous amongst us will grant it would be madness 
to expect success in any other contest. This will 
be a Trngle point, and cannot meet with such diffi- 
culties, as tlie procuring a total alteration of the 
government. Therefore by separating it from other 
matters, we shall jcon obtain a determination, and 
know xvbat chance wc hii\'c of succeeding in things 
of greater value. Let us try our fortune. Let us 
take a cast or two of the dice for smaller matters, 
before we dip deeply. Few gamesters are of so 
SJiugvine a temper, as to stake tlieir vjhoie •aealth 
on one desperate throw at first. If we are to play 
witli the pukiic bappiness, let us act at least with 
as much deliberation, as if we were betting out of 
Our private purses. 



I 



Peiihaps a little delay may afford us the pleasure 
of finding our constituents more unanimous in their 
opinions on this interesting occasion : and I should 
choose to see a va&t majority of them join with a 
calm resolution in the measure, before I should 
think myself juEtifiable in voting for it, even if I 
approved of it. 



4 



The present question is utterly foreign from the 
purposes, for which we were sent into this place. 
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nditr has been seriouily controverted. All 
learned, authors that I recollect to have mentiont 
thiv matter, speak of it as an indisputable maxim. 

It may be * sa^id perhaps, in answer to this ot 
jcctloa, — ^" that U is not intended to change 

[*' govemmcnt, but the governor." This, I appre- 

[hcad, is a distinction only in i\ords. The govern- 
ment is certainly to be changed from proprietary t^_ 
royal; and u-bafcvcr may be intended, the questiol^B 

[is, whether such a change will not G:£pose our pre- 

[*ent privileges to danger. 

It may also be said, " that the petitions tyini 
'*' on the table, are a proof of the people's coi 
** sent." Can petitions so industriously carri( 
about, and after all the pains taken, signed onlj 
by about thirty-five hundi*ed persons, be looked 
as the plainest expressions of (be aimost umvtrj^ 
sai consent of the many thousands that fdl thispr* 
Yince I No one can believe it. 



Ir cannot be denied, sir, that much the greatest 
part of the inhabitants of this province, and amoH; 
them men of large fortunes, good sense, and f; 
characters, who value very highly the interest the; 
have La the present constitution, have not signei 

* Thlt wu itt^aeatlj tu>d in the house- 
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these petitions, and as there Is reason to apprehend, 
are extiiemely averse to a charge at this time.— — 
Will they not complain of such a change ? And 
if it is not attended with all the advantages they 
now enjoy, n ill they not have reason to complain ? 
It is not improbable, tliat this measure may lay the 
foundation of more bitter, and more lasting dissen- 
tions among us, than any we have yet experienced. 

Bgforb I close this catalogue of unhappy con- 
sequences, that I csi>ect will follow our request of 
.1 change, I beg leave to take notice of the terms 
of the petition that is now under the consideration 
of the hou&e. 

They equally excite in my breast snrpnze, 

and grief, and terror. This poor province is alrea- 
dy sinking under the weight of the discredit and 
reproaches, that by some fatality for several years 
past, have attended our public measures ; and we 
not only seize this unfortunate season to engage 
her in new difficulties, but prepare to pour on her 
dc^-oted head, a load that must efTecluBlly crush her. 

We inform the king by this petition, that 

Pennsylvania is become a scene of confusion and 
anarchy : that ai-med mobs are marching from one 
place to another : that such a spirit of violence and 
riot prevails, as exposes his majesty's good sub- 
jects to constant alajnis and danger: that thi*' 
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tumultuous disposition is so general, that it cann( 
be controulcd by any powers of the present govei 
ment ; and that we have not any hopes of rctui 
ing to ft stale of peace and safety, but by beinj 
tpken under his majesty's immediate protection. 



i 



I IJASSOT tliink this a proper representation 

the present state of this province. Near four 

months are elapsed, since the last riot: and I do not 
perceive the least probability of our being trouble^H 
U'ith any more. The rioters were not only succesa-^^ 
fully opposed^ and prevented from executing thei 
purpose ; but we have reason to believe, that thei 
avcre convinced of their error, and have rcnoune 
all thoughts of such wild attempts for the future. 
To whose throat is the sword now held ? Wliat life 
iviil be saved by this application .' Imaginary dan 
ger ! Vain remedv ! Have wc not sufficiently fel\ 
the effects of royal resentment ? Is not the aiithort 
ty of the crown/ulh eTiough exerted over us ? doei 
it become us to paint in the strongest coloui-s, th 
follies or the crimes of our cuautrymefi ? To re- 
quire unnecessary protection against men who; 
intend us no injur}', in such loose and general ex 
pressions, as may produce even the establhhmeT. 

af AN ARMED FORCE amOUg US ? 



With unremitting vigilance, with undaiintet 
virtue, should a free people luatch ugsiin^t the en. 



croachnients oC power, and remo'ae every pretexB 

I for its extension, 
i 
■ 0^E are a dependent colony ; and we need roF 
Boubt that means •will be used to secure that depend-^ 

enc€. But that we ourselves should famish ft 

reason for settling a MiLirAHY establishmen-? 
upon us, must exceed the most extravagant wishes 
of those, who would be most pleased with shcIi A 
measure. 



» 



W^E may introduce the innovation, but we shaij 
It be able to stop its progress. The precedent; 

wjU be pernicious. IF a specious pretence ift 

afforded for maintaining a small body of troops 
among ua now, equally specious pretences will ne-. 
ler be wanting hereafter, for adding to their num- 
bers-. The burthen that will be imposed on us foi* 
their support, is the most trifling; part of the evil/ 
Tlie poison will soon reach our vitats. Whatever 
struggles we may make to espel it, 

Hsret later! lethalis arundo— — 

The dart with which we are struelc, will still 
refnainfixed^^too firmly fixed, for our feeble handa 
to draw it out. Our fruitless efforts will but Irri* 
tate the wound : and at length we must tamely sub- 

voi. I. F 
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Biit to 1 ^uii <J subject too painful to be dijji 



vpo/t. 



Tfli 



^ 



the 



1 



, sir, are my sentiments 
that his occasioned tliU debate. I think, tliis nei- 
ther the proper scasoUi nor the proper method, ftw 
obtaining a change of our government. It is ttncei^^ 
taint whether the measures proposed wHI place us 
in a better situation^ than we are now in, with 
regard to the point, lately controverted t with re- 
speet to other particulars it may place us in a worst 
We shall run die risque of suffering great losst 
We have ua iertuinty Qi gaining Q,ny iXxm^. 
seeking ^l precarious ^ basry, violent remedy for the 
present partial disorder, we are jf^ri' of exposing 
the ivhole body to danger. I cannot perceive the 
necessity of applying such a remedy. If I did, I 
would with the greatest pleasure pass over to the 
opinion of some gentlemen who differ from mjf^f 
whose integrity and abilities I so much esteem, 
that whatever reasons at any time influence me to 
agree with them, I always receive a satisfaction 
from being on their side. If I have erred now, jP^ 
shall comfort myself with reflecting, that it is an 
innocent error. Should the measures pursued i^H 
consequence of this debate, be opposite to my opin^^ 
ion; and should they procure a change of govem- 
mcat with all the benefits we desire ; I shall not 
envy the praise of others, who by their fortunate 
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courage and skill have conducted us unhurt through 
the midst of such threatening dangers, to the wish- 
ed for port. 1 shall cheerfully submit to the cen^ 
sure of having been too apprehcnshe of injuring 
the people of this province. If any severer sen- 
tence shall be passed upon me by the worthy, I 
shall be sorr>' for it ; but this truth I am convinced 
of; that it will be much easier for me to bear the 
unmerittcd reflections of mistaken zeal^ than the 
just reproaches of a guilty mind. To have conceal- 
ed my real sentiments, or to have counterfeited 
such as I do not entertain, in a deliberation of so 
much consequence as the present, would have been 
the basest hypocrisy. It miiy perhaps be thought 
that this however would have been the most politic 
part for me to have acted. It might have been so. 
But \{ policy requires, that our words or actions 
should belie our hearts, I thank God that I deust 
and despise all its arts-, and all its advantages. A 
good man ought to serve his country, even tho' 
she resents his services. The great reward of 
honest actions, is not the fame or profit that follows 
them, but the consciousness that attends them. To 
discharge on this important occasion, the inviola- 
ble duty I owe the public, by obeying the unbiassed 
dictates of my reason and conscience^ hath been 
my sole view; and my only wish now is, that the 
rcsolutionsof this house, whatever they arc, may 
promote the happiness oi Pennsyhania., v/' 
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SIR, 

\VHEN I last wrote to you and said, " that the 
'* late measures respecting America^ would not 
" only be extremely injurious to the colonies^ but 
" also to Great-Britain," I little thought I was 
entering into an engagement, which w^ould oblige 
me to exceed the usual limits of a letter : but since 
you desire to have at large the reasons in support 
of this opinion, and I always think it my duty to 
comply with your requests, I will endeavour in the 
clearest manner I can, to lay my sentiments before 
you. 



The American continental colonies are inhabit 
by persons of small fortunes, who are so closel; 
employed in subduing a vrild country, for their su 
sistence, and who vjould Labour under such diffi- 
culties in contending with old and populous couU' 
tries, which must exceed them in work man shij»_ 
and cheapness, that they have not time nor an 
temptation to apply themselves to itiiuiufactures. 



Hence arises the *importancc of the colonies 
to Great-Britain. Her prosperity depends on her 
commerce ; her commerce on her manufactures ; 
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" It has been raid in ilic hauM of rtimnioni, when compliinis, h»ve be 
mad-e of the Jnay of trade ta an; part of Eurafu, " that luizli lliingj were not 
wofth regard, as Grrat-Briia'n was [Hiiiie^t of ciolanifi that could ajuiii; 
ciDiE af her ininufactulea thm she wu able to nipjily [hem wtdl." 



** At the case Dowitau^B, nc <^aIl ehew that t]ie>£inl«fwir arc a ■pfU)K 
•nwAfi to thia natir>n, Ehat thej loirt for u», thai their treasii^c c™/m ali Lm, 
and that the Uwi have tied them fast enough to ui; an chat ittnuit factliroagli 
our «wu fit.iiJt and mumanigcmeiiti if ihey Income indepcmknt nf £aglaml." 

D.jvEMaUT OD the plantation (rade. 



J 

lot 
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[onliEfl^ 



" It U tietter that the iibildi thonlil he supplied from cIlc ncinhcnl rnlc 
thaatjma £i^(aiid, tut tiiii teitoa ', the provincnswcniiglit kuiI CO'&r&iAui 
^aaaiia, Sec. wo-uld be animpnrwJ pioduet of the cartfi, as grain of all kincFi, 
or aach pioduct where thcK is little g-ot by tbe improvcmetit, as malt, »Ll, 
fccff and [WFk ; indeed, the eKportation of salt fish thither would he more ad^^| 
nnti^ctJin, hut the goods which we cetid to the nertirrji aUni'ii, are enchy^' 
whmc iaprtvcmcat may be justir f&id one with another, to be nor feut'^flbs rf 
the value 6f the xnhaU uriBtJi/if, At apparel) hov^old-tprpittU'c, and tnanj 
•chci thinga." fJ/wi. 
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her manufactures on the martcts for them ; and 
the most constant and advantageous markets are 



" JVmi-£itj£W u the mott prejudicial plantation to the lunsdom of E^g- 
taad; ind jet, to do right to that moit induKrious EngBit colony, I mast con- 
fess, tbat though we lote tiy their nnlimited trade vtth other foreign planuti- 
oiu, yet w« are very great gauiers by their direct trade to and htitaM ErgloiiJ. 
Our yearly cxportations of Englhb manufactarcs, malt and other goods, tron 
hence thithrr, amouD ting, in my opinion, to toi frvn the nine of what la im- 
ported from thence ; which calculation I do not male at random, bnt open 
m^^MTi toHtiderMttim, and, peradTeDture, npon at mmeb ixperiemtt in tbit vfry trudtt 

u any other person wiQ pretend to ; nod therefore, whenever refbrmation of 
mtr correspondency in trade with that people shall be thought on, k will, la 
my poor judgment, require tiKBAT tbhdekniss, and tbkt luiovi ci»- 

CDMSraCTION." 

Sir JouAB Chilu'i discoune on trade. 

' Onr plantatiiHis ^Knd mostly evr EagBib mann&cture*^ and those *f all 
itrti mlmut imagiiiaiU, in ^tgitiii fnaiitiliti, and employ near tvie-MrJi af ail 
Mr English ihipfimg ; so that we lutve mart paple in EmgLmJ, by leasoo of our 
pUntatwna in AjatrUa." I^m. 

^ JosiAB Chit-d tays, in another put of his worTi, " that not more than 
Vtcf fiuiuliea are maintained tn England by the refining of sugar." Frrini 
trhence, and from what Davnant says, it ts plain, that the adTaacagcs here 
taid to be derived from the plantations by EnglanJ, must be meant chiefly of 
the contiDental colonies. Sit mtet ta pagt j 9 and (to. 

■ I shall sum np my whole remarks on oor Amtticaa colonies, with this ob- 
Kmtiaa, that as they are a certain antni^ revenue of several millions sterling 
todMiTBiotliet coDDiry, they onght carefully to be protected, duly encouraged, 
■ad every oi^oftsnity thrt presents, improved for their iacrement and «d- 
iniap;, as every one they can possibly reap, must at last return to n» with 
istaest," Bkawej'j Lex mere. red. 

" Te tnay safely advance, that our trade and navigation ate greatly in- 
treued by onr colonics, and that they really are a source cf treasure and naval 

vot. I, G 
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ifTordcd by the colonies, as in all others thc:J: res 
fof Kurape interferes with her, and various accident^ 
may interrupt them. The benefit from hence is 
'ifescnt immense ; but in future times when Amc- 
^r'lca shall be more fully peopled, must exceed wit 
Iprudcnt managi-mt.ut the ^larmeat \vit>hes of a Bri 
\$isfj paii-'iot. 

X)i;a chief productions are p-roiisions, nav^ 
stores, furs, iron and lumber. A few coloni* 

[yield tobacco and indigo. Some of these comm* 
tlities arc necessary to Great-Britain ; but all thai, ^ 
she requires are vastly insufficient to pay for hed^ 

Ijnanufactures \ihich we want. The productions 
if some of the southern colonies may perhaps be 
cfjual to their deinands, but tlie case is widely dij 




j>ow<r to thistingdom, since Wiy iinrijtr lu, -and tlieir triaiute cemtri /• 

re their tclLlcoicnt, our inuL7uracturi;s'Wcri: few, :in<d thou: Ij-ui indiffi:i'i:iii 

lie numb'CJ' of £ii^l'ul> nierchmU vcrj una]), suid the whole sliipping al thi 

' tutiaii nmrh infiTlor Eo whist liom' licloivgE to tile ncitliem {olniiici aiiljr- 

Ttai arc icrStiUifucii, Sut :hka. tlidr csiabUibicent, our conilitidn liaiatiETL'il 

for tbc Wutr, »!mo« !<> » J^grs* Wj'ond cr^ilibilitjf. — Our UAKi,ir^CTU(»> 

are prodigioutly iacreaKd, chiefly liy tiie demand fur Uieni in ilie pkntuioni, 
trhcrc' the) AT leajt take ocr onx half, and aupply v,i with many vilu- 

:iblc cammi>ij4i:ic-^ Ttir eip^^t^tl^^ni \vhichi \a as grc^t oii cniolumcJJt to-tfic nu^ 
ther ktD^dam, iu V3 the plaDtationG thetiuelvesi." 

Pairx.ETUivArr'e univ. tUcu of trade and cammcccc. 



I "■ Mopt of t!i¥ DatigiH of ^vrajt liave Intcifereil with u», mure or hv>,i\ 
AvcfEcr &iir at;iple nianufactwci, withiuhalf ii ccntiity, nut oiily in our wa-ol- 
Jcni liui in our lend and tin niuLufaaiirn, le 'Wcll as uut Jisticrlcs." 



I 




ferent with the northern ; for in these, the import- 
ations from Great-Srhain arc computed to b< 
^nerally more than double the val ue of their imme-i 
diatc exportations to that kingdom. 

The only expedient left us for making our remit4J 
lances, is to carry on some other trade^ whereby w^ 
can obtain silver and gold, which ouc own country 
does not afFord. Hence it is evident, that if our 
luking offnnd paying for her manufactures, is bene-", 
ficial to Great-Britci'ut^ the channels by which we'^ 
acquire money for that pLirpose, ought to be in- 
dustriously kept o^icu and uninterrupted* 

O [7R trade n'ith Spain, Portugal and the foreigii 
plantsiions in the JFest-lndics huve chiefly answered] 
this end; though with mnch difGculty, the mother 
country having long since drawn the * commercial! 



' As &r ns regulations arc rctiiiisite to eonliiic the commerec ar ihc «>!«• | 

I to Siiliil s-ubjeclB and tP Sritijli Jiips ; Ig give Qr'«i-Br''t::ia tJiC pellet— j 
: in b<tQg iufplied wiih. njavil unres, m> eueoclal la her icrenglh %t tea; 
wiUKOQiiEiodiLlcA nctcKBty rGrcurijtu^on iier woollen tninufjcturciio; sucU 
MticlusECatl htst high iixiia tipotl (lictli, -MlA tliercby ta.iki 2. coneid^Tabi^-^ 
iLlion ta tin: revenui^ ; or as far as tiie? irii requisite to pruvcul (hi: coJonici, ' 
I Wcing iupplii;J wiih nny thing; in llie fl*ii« (ff BrU'jli niaaufactur«, thsy 
maj- lit reasonable. Tliesi; rcgulationi, il is apprehended, i«abli»h. the baal^ 
ntthe fln/iifi power ; and form suth a firm cunncctinn between ilie mothir, 
tountr^r and her ^'olonicB, as will pcodutt; all tbc Hdvu-tit^ges she oiigbt tu wish 
Usr, or that they na aSbrd her. Any runher^ttcm]^ to shackle lAif of the 
totoiuin fiVtiu* al oibni, or loadviuicc the leYcnLt in Ai^eri^a l>y tciitrain-< 
Us htf a%^<, it Imt rtgHlaujig bj » severe intr^lM pf power, what wiutniq 
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[cords with which the colonies nre bound, cxtremei 
tig'it upnn them. Every thing- produced ben 
tthal Greai-Britain cbooscs to t:ikc fo herself, mn^ 
jte carried to that fcingdomf onh — -every thirj^ u< 
|*hoose to impost from Ettrc/'c^y must ht shipped ini 

\Creat-BriTain hea^-y duties have been laid 

foiir importations from the foreign pJantations. 

However under all these restraints and so? 
■ others ilmt have been Imposed on us, we have nc 
till lately been unhappy. Our spirit^ii were not 



ngvlnlkii, and iiHiig by tw iputh haste xt gsia. fSx naiu i* p.^gt 6a./ 
VmMtri^fji LDd irriuiMg lestrictiORt, will ai hfX aa laairta/'t md /.-7fr^ a^ 
thnc iH^ifiifUu/ lioa, ihat kitgth of time, And the natural rcvcreiice Df cj 
tit* fot i^cir ttiothct counLTj, would hiye con^ccntcd ; Tar ^KDntiAtcJ 
BUBtb art not apt to dinin^iih.. ■■ Narr-owJiEiiied notion*. In trsilr and 
yUntiug, u< nnly advajiccd bjr, and can only be of unc to parlicalar ftrumit 
lut arc Always, injurious lo lh« fotti^ inttreit», in r^'=''''l''"'B '^^ '^'^' enipby- 
aitiit of our own [iroplf, and giving our Tivile and cnmpeLlCr'r^s in mAe, the 
Opporluiiiiy of employing greater ncml'frs of theirs, producing greater qu 
IJtic* of DDi-ri:h.a]i(ljzcs, and uiiid«rKiliDg D> iii foreign mBckctt." 

Pt)sri,iTiiwArT*a unir. diet, of trade and commeree 

f Montagrica , spCBking of the ccnmcl inade iij Ftlani for Klllng aU \ 
corn, to Dtiatxiii oNtT 1 and anpciier of the Ilhi n3,lijre tetwecn some /» 
ffinccB sad the Di/izlr (or spicci, siyo ; " thcM agrciptneiits are proper for a 
ponr nation, whose inhabitant! are eatiiGed lajarr^ tbi bofin irf furuBins rlrai- 
*'!'"'{, praviJcd tl-tj can le jKuri ff a tirlam luhiklcift i OS f[>r n3ti(ini, trh^w: 
■ LAVCIIV coniiiifi filhtf in ratniireifg tic lut nfthiii fbifigi Vi&ich Mfjirf la! give* 
Item; ov id bckig oBi.iGE:D To iUbMir tq a BUABVASTA.osoas cc 

"M fcUcB." 

r 

* Except lalt Gram any pirt c! Earefv for the lis]]«ricH of Ncti-/biiitdla 
•fi^eiu-EiiiiaiHt, Ntw^'ari and rcaiuyStMBu i and a fi-w ;Iiui£aii'Dm litlaai. 
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pressed. We appreheiulcd no design formed 

agsiflsi our liberU'. We for a long time enjoyed 
peace, and were quite free from any heavy debt, 
either internal or external. We had a paper cur- 
rency which served ns a medium of domestic com- 
merce, and permitted us to employ all the gold and 
silver we could acquire, in trade abroad. We had 
a multitude of markets for our provibions, lumber 

and iron. These allowed liljertics, with some 

Others wc assumed, enabled us to collect considera- 
ble Slims of money for the joint benefit of ourselves 
aad our mother country. 

But the modern rcg-ulations are in every circum- 
stance afflicting. The remittances we have been 
able to make to Grefit-Briiain, vnt\\ all the license 
hitherto granted or taken, and all the money brought 
among us in the course of the late war, have not 
been sufficient to pay her what we owe; but there 
sdll remains due, according to a late calculation 
made by the English merchants, the sum of four 
nulUons sterling. Besides this, we are and have 
been for many years heavily taxed, for the pajinent 
of the debts contracted by our efforts against the 
common enemy. These seem to be difficulties 
severe enough for young colonics to contend with. 
The last J sinks cur paper currency very fast- — 

t While Ihe qnaniity nf pajJir emimtj Is [iroporttonei! lo the vsei for i(, 
Ic RiuK be beneficial ; ;iad thcrcfure to iinl it below that quantitft muit (» 
prejudicial. 



ri 




he former sweeps off our silver and gold in a tor- 
rent to Great-Britain, and lca.vei us cont'muaJl 
toiluig to supply from a number of distant sprin 
the cgntmually wasting stream. 



^■^ Tkus drained, we arc pTohJbhed by hew and 
stricter restraints beinj; laid on our trade, from pro 
cnringthcsc coins as \vc used to do : and from insti 
tiitinj^ among- ourselves bills oC credit in the plai 
of such portions of them as are required in our ini 
tcmal traffic ; and in this exhausted conditio!!, ou 
languishing countrj' is to strive to take up and ti 
totter under the additional burthen of the stalc 



1 



ACT. 



Is defence of the prohibition to institute 6il/s o) 
ercd'ft^ it maybe said, that some few colonics^ bj 
" injudicioLis emissions of paper currency, die 
*■' great injury to individuals." It is true : bui 
it is as true, that others ^ alMays supported tli^ 
credit of their bills in such a manner, that theii 
emissions iixrc of vast benefit both to the province! 
and to Great-Britain. The incon^ cnicncics undc 
« hich the colonies laboured before these cmissiot 
are well remembered, and were produced by tl» 



\ No attempt wn ncr made in this prnuiifcc anil some nthcr*, lit pay En 
lilt) dctiu mf ailicTViiK tjiaii Bccarding' to ihe rate of cichiiDgt ; and nn ctxn- 
{ilunt natcveriltfik of injuKtcc fMBt tbedcprcciatign of Hit <;vftcii.cy. 
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saras cause tli:it distresses us at tliis time ; that is, 
by Great Britain''s taking off all our gold and silver. 
There was then so little money among several of 
them, that a stop was put in a manner to buying 
and selliflg;, and even shop-keepers were obliged to 
barter their goods for food. The cftcct produced by 

these emissions was surprizing tracle revived; 

and ilie remarkable and immediate * increase of our 




* Value oftKe expiorei frotti EnghnJto FinniySiiaTiij at Jiflci«B.t [■efibdi* 

In 1733 they were £ij,9?i ig * 

i?30 ■ - - 48,591 7 J 

"-57 - - - j6,6?o fi 7 

1743 - - - 7J.>W 3 ♦ *^^ 

In djc jcar Ijsj. the Lin Tijlli of credit were emitted in Penniyhcniii, to 
fti •idue «f J^^jcoQ. lu Ijti, part ol the fc»t emiwien teinj tKtn wnli, 
f 30000 niDTir WMt Kiiiltyd. It appears Itata (he iccoant Bliove, tliac in levtn 
yeiT»from 1713 ((! 1730, tht ciporta incrcEicil jC3-.J99 8 I sterlirg.^fn 
'7.1") £"^' F"^ ■>'' <')c prcteJing Etni»sioa9 being then sunk, there v/wt na 
embcioD and re-cmibiiun amounting in the v hole to £Soooo. In five jean 
tficrvrarda it sppeart by xhe ucccunc aborci iJic cxporu u;c[E:3scd Bear 

£lOOpo sletUog. 

In liter linii.-s when hrg'er emiiaions have ieea made, the eipons have prtw 
l^rtionably incrtastd. lu 1755 £ss°°° *£": emitted; and in 17^6 ^jcooo. 
Iai7j;, thecsportkameuiUil to £i6'B,4i6 6 6. — Aften,varde onremisijonii 
viat dill gTc-jier, and iu one year of the war, tike exports r«ie tu more th^n 
jC 706 ,000 iteiling. 

It is uot prtieiidrJ, that the iocicaac.tvf our inipDrtaiiona ii loi/j owing ca- 
ibe cmiBiioDi ol paper money ; but it U thought to be a v«7 gttit caute of 
that increitc. It is vndouhtedly uwing in piin to the ineceui; uf the people 
In piopBgntJaii, and (he wSux of faicigiiert. li-ui sUKLjnai ipi ""liJ™ iti- 
aetta a> hare beeu u.etitioiicd a the short spare of seven or five yeart, ftairv 
Ify to IJio, tad tom 1737 to I74a» couklnDt in auj g;rcot degrii: proKci 
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iwpataljons shewed hon' advantageous they w^ 
tpiireat-Iiriiain. IF any iiiconveiiiencics were fe 
td from this kind ol currency, means might hav^ 
been found lo prevent them, without utterly ab^H 
khtn^ it: but now, the apprehension of mischiefs ' 
that might have been mere easily obvi^ited, 
deprived us of rea,l benefits. 



Perhaps no mode could be devised more adva 
tageous to the public, or to individuaUj than our 
method of emitting bills in this province for oj^H 
own use. They are lent out upon good securit^^ 
chiefly real, at tlic interest of ^/Tuc /<(:;■ cent. 



(mm iht taatut Uy propagation j and at that time ! thinlc fipr<igt)fTa did , 
flow in upon 119 in such numhc-rs an ihcy sLncti have done. In the w^ la 

' •luiis wcic Itrowght among ut for tlie maintenance of the (leels and arnnic?,! 

"Utnic: Wt tl>»[ our cnnency w«* tVn of great utility is cvideat, bcrauio 

rVlien the grcmteit qoxntitf of it vm [uis^ng, hills of eichunge were lu'V 

'than thty mere for 3 long time before, or haic been since. 

tt RK17 by c^i^ctcd] tliac tlic co'Dtiplalnt Cffihe ssaicltj af monty in AxurH^ 

^urticuJiLTly ic tUis province cuina: be well ruiindfd, as w>e hive la.tL'ly- hid 
I lucb Isrgc fiiii<^i(in<>. 1 oin very seniiblc how li.tble p^Htinit arc to errortj^^ 
I quesiLOiit of this nature, and thcmfun." I lliinV myself oMiged taspcik w]^^| 
■ diifidroM on ihe Knhjcct. Perba|i! the Eollowinf obs;ivatioiM.rTay in sftiwc 
incasuri! aiiiwer the oSjccliaa. m. Ahouc one hsif cif ibe emiuloC^s ii sun 
. jIDdty. A Yery great part of ihcbillinciw drculatini;, are i'*-'''"''E '" '^ 
neighSrturirg province*. 3^y- Our gold ati'l silpcr aire s^iit to Gr!^l-Si-iti 
CD dm bii I iraulJ <]oanfitiei thereof are now currMit among; us — 3D.d iher-eFfli 
»'c must aJmuit entirely rely on. ovir paper for the iticdiuTn nf riomcitic in 
, Wer». Lastly. It drx.'i Dot. lecm prabablf, l^at n.e atould h^vt liirsid tVi 
'jrcat romplainis of llie soareity of money, it the tMreme retiriciiocs of cut 
GomnKrcti h»d ast no gcncndly prcvcatcd aui uind mcthodi af icquirinj;! 
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borrowers are nllowed a long term for payment, 
and the sums borrowed being divided into equal 
portions^ they are obliged to pay one of these with 
ihc interest oF the whole, every year during tlie 
term. This renders the paytntnts very easy ; and 
as no person is permitted to borrow a large sum, a 
great number are accommodated. The conse- 
quences of such regulations are obvious. These 
bills represent money in. the same manner that mo- 
ney represents other things. As long therefore as 
the quantity is proportioned to the uses, these 
emissions have the same effects, that the. gradual 
introduction of additional sums of money would 
have. People of very small fortunes are enabled to 
purchase and cultivate land, which is of so much 
consequence in settling new countries, or to carry 
on some business, that ivithout such assistance they 
would be incapable of managing : for no private 
person, would lend money on such, favourable 
terms. From the borrowers the currency passes 
into other hands, increases consumption, raises the 
Jirices of commodities, quickens circulation, and 
after communicating a vigour to all kinds of indus- 
try, returns in its course into the possession of the 
horrowers, to repay them for that labour which it 
may properly be said to have produced. They 
ilcliver it, according to the original contracts, into 
the treasury, where the interest raises a fund with* 
out the imposition of taxes, for the public use. 

VOL. I. H 
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While emissions are thus conducted with pi 
dence, they may be compared to springs whose 
ter an industrious and knowing farmer spreads 
many meandering rivulets through his gardens ai 
meadous, and after it lias refreshed all the vet 
table tribes it meets with, and has set them a groin- 
ing, lends it into a reservoir, where it answers 
some new purpose. 

If it* could be possible to establish a currertey 
throiig-houtthe colonies, on some foundation of this 
kind, perhaps greater benefits mi<jlit be dcrl\i 
from it, than would be generally believed witht 
the trial. 

With respect to the restrictions laid on our 
to foreign pi aniallotis^ it has been alledged, as 
reason for them, " that our islands ought to be 
•* couraged," They ought to be: but should 
interest of one colony beprefered to that of another? 
Should the welfare of millions be sacrificed to the 
magnificence of a few ? If the cicorbitant profits of 
one colony must arise from the depression of anc 
ther, should not such injustice be recU-essed ? 



There is a vast difference to be made in cal^ 
lating the gains of any particular branch oF bus" 
i\^s% to ihf: public, and to 'inditiiduals. The ad- 
vantiiges to the last may be small, and yet great to 
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the first, or the reverse. The statutes made to 
restrain the trade of the continent in ffavour of the 
islands, seem to tend rather towards promoting 

• t *■ The' agents for Wru-lVJ, in tlirir contest whh the tngar ctJuoIe^ 

affinned, That their winter* heiog Mrere, obliged tbem tf> take off moie of 

the woollen maiufactures of thii kingdsm fftr ttrbicb ibij rimMeJ gJJ oW 

liherj than all the iilandi (Jamaiia eiccpted) fut Ugelbcr \ atid which 1 believe 

ha* renMiaed DncoBtndlieted.*' 

BiAWCi't l<ex. mere- red. 

If one province thek exceeded all cur Wcit-Mia, except Jamaica, in thit 
paiticular, what proportion would that unglc iiland bear how tiaaff t6* rtjt 
tfAtrmlmailal cahiiiti f 

■ Htc fc^owing account «f the exports from Eh'GLitND to the n u F fferi t etbmtr, 
tad to the Wal-InJia IilamL, will ^ew thejr were nearly equal some time 
ago ; thu thoK to the miribtrm iplemti uow Tistlf eiceed, and are ptodigioutlj 
tacrcaBOg, while those to the iilands have continited nearly the nine. 

From 1744 to 174S, induBvc. 
\ Jftrrimt CJarfw. ITat-ImSa IiUmb. 

1744 -- £640.114 "4 - - - - £796,118 1,7 9 

1745 - - J34.316 a J ; - . '. 503,669 19 9 
1746^ - 7J4,945 4 3---- 473.994 19 7- 
1747 - - 7*6,648 s S - - - - 856^63 18 6 
1748- - 830,143 16 9 - - - - 734.095 15 3 

Total £3^86,168 I 1 Tstal £3.363.3*7 Iff lo 
Bifferencc. ia*,930 10 4 

£i486.»68 1 » 



Tnm 1754 to 1758, incluuve. 

NtrOtrm CAKia. Witt-In£a hlaaJf. 

*7S4 - £i,a46,6T5 i 11 - - £685,675 3 o 

«7JJ - 1^77,848 6 10 - - 694.667 13 J 

1756 - i,4a8,7io j8 10 - - 733Al8 16 « 

>7J7 - 1.747,914 1 10 - - 776.488 o 6 

1758 - 1.834,948 13 10 - - «77J7r 19 " 

Total £7AHfiS7 A Z • Total £3,76 73'4i la ji 
DiScrcBce 31646.915 11 4 

£7y*t4.oj7 4 3 
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^arthi ih^n general, interests; and it appears to 
fioc no paradox to say, that the public would be ^H 
£;reat a gainer, if estates there %vcrc so f moderaC^^ 
that not a lentli part of the fFest- India gentleme 
V. ho now sit in the bouse of commons, could obt 
that Erecjuently expensive honour. 

It is allowccl by those well acquainted mth tfte 
^ islands, that they cannot supply Greal-Britain 



Tanl for ihe ttnina aiaahr, m ibc fira lena 
Dititt in cbc (c<«Bd torn • - 



7,Ai4flJ7 4 i 



locrewc, £3,9.17,789 3* 



T«ta1 Ter On tfnZ-JuJla UUmJj, i* the Ent tw 
Vim, to the KCbDd term 






Increue, oiiiy j£a^o^j04 i T 



The iiStrtntt bttwcto the ecnjiloTtRcat afi'unltd ta the manurBcnucn cE 

Bugland, bf the nnhira caluiiiri and by the Sfcil-ifdia iiJ^aJi, is still greater 
thsn ii raajr appear id be froDi tlic Gvn view of the jireccdiDg iccaunt : (a 
tnuch j^catci ^vuptity of faihlnJix gotdi ii- exported I0 the la&t than to 
first ; Mid the Eagliil manufacmrct cocf»inn;d ty theisi gintrally dtrive theS" 
value from tlic riihncM of rhc malcrioh, many of which »re brought fironi fo- 
reign countries, hut thuge wt ?«nsBiB"!, chiefly i^riv* tliea' valos {rom the 
tvDilc butowcd upaa tliciii> ^Vide obte topii£«s ^^'S, 4.9 and 40.3 
I Vide iiotr to page 51. 

t " A grenL adnrntBge whith the Frtmb haTC over the Emiiiak in liieir ni- 
gu coInnicE, is theic a^rtitUit U-,v, whereby moropnlis^lH uc prcveBicd from 
<ugrouiDg iiio much land ;. eu thst ihe Dumber of uUtH ii giEatiy Jncreaifd, 
the land Impicvcd, mare cammodkiea nhcd, ibc planccrt cbtigidii cnerrfrvt 
gul viay of living, and jil thiii^i nndirti shta^rt Bj" three mcaiu Msitinkt caD 
muslcf l6,acDl)2lttif:£liiCh} but jTajmiid, -which u D»r thiee tlucs ai ISFg^ 

only 4000." Tdcei* od trade* 
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these Colonics with sugar and other articles, and 
at they can by no means consume the productior 
r these colonies ; yet in * favour to them, wc 
Imost entirely prevented irom sending these proi^ 
-ductions to any other markets. Hence it followa 
that we aj-e frequently obliged to sell our comm< 
dities to them at so low a price, as not to pay th< 
Brst cost and freiglit; while we, being in a mann< 
prohibited from getting the IVcsi^Inditi producti^ 
ons, for which we have occasion, any where eh 
but from them, must pay extravag:intly for them. 

CNoR is this management attended, as it is pre 
Buraed, with any benefit to the mother country, bu: 
with a disadvantcge ; either where the product'io 

• It is recited in ihc 6ih pf Rffo. 3d. chi Ij.nowniade perpetual, "tliat thjjj 
Wgar (oUinie* eculdnoi carry on their trade os aw kcjuai. todtikh wicli ch 
foreign nigar coloniei, widioiit toaic aJvaaten'' and relief given to them ' 
Crtal- Britain.'" Th«t iii-jnnlt<£t OIVES by Grcal'£rileln — was Kn cortipel th| 
iPDtinmtal cnlonits to laJte tlicir pTodm^tions at any price iliLy jilcase to ask- 
ll ihorc, Id grant lb cm a mumiphi. v foi iiigsit. Till; vm XcVinf, f ma er.i\a 
ini to givt It anotlrr ; bitl gpt^ npt to the rOBt of tilt t-vil; -« lilt iieitfrc 
ceding' noiF erideatlj dievri. Fo-t if Gri^te-Brit^in eUouU laetifice her own ill 
WEUti atA thosT of her continental colonieB irtill more, i/il itfuiiitc, lu (lit Jn 
l-^TBt of tliesf r»l:mJf£&, f&,^y veiitr li.iJl " carry on ihcjr rr^^de aU AH C'MjAI 
rooTiNQ With At foreign Btgar colaiiies," dMiI thtre is llic fjme randttiiia 
id iheir EUutu, aad the aanic frcgality in llitir liviiij. Bj' » v;r]f mi(S"'i 
diipoMiian oi afliin, thu cdloni«s iiif an akuLu miraniy are teaUi on a rt^ti 
b-a friKtiplf ; wliilii lliUM ef j. kingiiani in many rcipfcti reita:lling a ctKin-. 
n'AiAJf. UK Hn(i>ai:d out iinio:i^ ajnv krJj vcauU with deApotiiC ^cnrcr 4ih'« 
mjrUJj tfvatiuU, ind lupporied io ihs pomp of Batmt by ih.-it sUvbtit. 
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Ofth^orcifn plantations are consumed among- us, 
or re-exported lo Europe. By the compulsion on 
us to take from cur islands, the price of their pro- 
ductions is raised on the people of Greai-Britain. 
The revenue ivould be increased by this restriction 
being taken off, as wc should wilUngly pay a mo- 
derate duty upon importations from the French and 
Spaniards^ i\ itboiil attempting to run them ; wliiie 
a \t-ry- considerable duty M ould he paid on the t 
suj^ars of our islands, wbieh, instead of coming to 
us, would then go to GrcatBriiain. Besides, what- 
ever extraordinary price ive pay for the productions 
of our own islands, must lessen our demand for 
Brifisb manufactures; since it is an Jundeniablc 



I The cestrictlcin on the trade fifiheculnnifji lorarcignplaautiontibr rmIm- 
ta, is particularly hurtFul and impolitic, ai llie tnrilasii^s fiTought frnm thence 
W8» distilled for ihc jiJirrjVj, ihr IsiTbin inj olhiT ir:iJe9, ihf prnfic of which 
centered in Creni-Bnl-ilt, 

t Thi^ c.iiinnt bf dijputcd hy any ono w^^l is acquainred with Amrtiic. Tlie 
increase of a man'i wcaJlh ihcrc ilicws itwlf in a grciier consumption or Sri- 

liih manpfsccures of all lunda. This rMsowing In favour ef the continental 

colonics* trads witfi ftireign planiitiurn, ii funSfiHcd by vvtial ia ^aiah Chill 
mcntionsof Ncw-Englnad — He *ajs. — '' En^Lia.1 Icwts by thi? t/irtijnitnl Iraiff ot 
(Kivcoluny 10 uthcr foreign plaiilaliojis, but j^ins by lirr direct tr^de to otd 
JUnjiao/, frurti vhtnee ihc «ipor(i maniififinriiii to //n /;«i-j the ^ue*f fier 
iiiiportn." (Sec the mitcto ptge 4.3. 1 WEial was it ihca that cnabltil JViip- 
£/igI.inJ tn j:jy tf lima the talat uf her mfarli to En^!.jr/,l)ut the firt/iti irflier 
iraJi lo fmtlgn jiianta'.iuii ? 'lint, ap[iiar8 lo fct a diwrt nuthofity in supffirt cT 
ih,c arguincnij hctca/icr n>cil. It t'cms iFicreforc that GrMf-Bninim of Utc,. 
tlirough toe grrjt eagcmcn 10 jjatlicr Eflc!i.-ii fruit), fias- shaitn ihe [«c before 
ihiy were full grown. With a link patimice they wotJd ripen, and tlitn of 
ihvluulTM ilroji into her lap. 



I 
I 
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truth, that what wc slinuldsavc tn that way, would 
be chiefiy spent in this. It may also justly be ad- 
ded, that our commcice with the Toreign [)!a.nt;iti- 
ons» carries to them very con5ideral)Ie quantities of 
British manufactures, for their consumption.* 

If our importations from them should be re-ex- 
ported to Europe, the profits would center in Great- 
Britain^ accortliiio; to the usual course of our trade. 
The statute passed in the twcnty-fiflh year of 



■ TTie mhabiiiinta cf our colonici, by rarrjingon a triilc with, their /af/ifji 

mtifflttlirit Ao nut Onlf OeCUion n gr/j/rr ijajilily tf tlit j^oiyj^ a/iJ mrriLtnJiizei af 

£anju liing iial frta i/nce /n ;i;m, ami a greMcr qnjju;icy iif clie prtnluctof 
^aefh-M to be sent from tlitni hither, niitA -xaitU silterivijr ie itrrifdjrwt, aaJ 
trttirht tt £,Mwop* hy fotfi^Hettf liut an mcTfa^c of thi; b^amen and nBvigatioT) in 
tiwK parli, nlilch U of ^rtM eirt^ngth ind Sfciirity,. 3S veil at of gEcac ai!van(- 
«£( to dur pbitiiiliiins in general. Ami diough lomc 0/ tur laltain are not 
eiMJ ior preventing the fm^rlalitm of ait gotiJt of the lante tprttei ihry ^rsdttM^ 
but jHtfer porliculnf planten W iief grrof rum of btJ m titir fniitjim maifli- 
miOeJ, with design to prevent iitw seltlemtnt*, wljcrchy ibt-y imagine the 
i'wtf of tlei* toniitioilitin niiy he afftctcil \ yii i/ it be conniJtrcJ, thai the 
liet) □£ Gri^il^Ji-'Uin dcpeurf an ihc mark em of -all Eiirtjii in gtnml, and 
; |hc £i!rapi.ia rauVtK in grmraf dqicnd on the prnportinn between the 

tmnul .cm/umfifitn Had tht ^Lnit fuanlilj u[ tieh tfyide* aiuiaJIy Jiratil.-iJ hf Alt 

mUimi ; U miilt fullin\ , that whether ive or foreign crs are the proilucert, fiirr^ 
m, impor(t;r5 aad ezpoTterscf Amivkim pradiicCi jet t)t(:ir rispi^ciivc pritm 
is fof^ <af*iiy ( ehe iliflcTCRCC of rreigtii, cutioms 'nnd Lnipnrtatiaiu coiKidired) 
wiil slwayi bc3I pTDpaTLian U> iJu: jcnfro-/ ionmnptiun af [he nlali i/ii-^iiliry cif 
Oth sort, (■(Ww'^i" aUi-nhnirs, and I'a aJl pari-, allowing a-oiy for the usual con- 

IJnginici«i I hit trade and conmieree, agricalture and manufuxuru areliabU 

to in all countries." 

PasTLiriLWAiT'* Vai«. Dice, of Trade and Commerce. 

• 3<e (lie preceding note- 
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Ch{ir!es the sccoiiJ^ indeed mentions this prat 
'as injurious. It niii^ht Ix so, if regjirded without 
'its attendant circumstances; but if they arc take 
linto view, and it be considered, that if •one do m 
1 carry these productions to Europe^ foreigners willt 
Ino mischief seems likely to ensue from our becoi 
[Ing the carriers.J 

The restriction also with regard to our iron, 
hought particularly severe. Whenever we cs 
'get a. better price In Great Briiain^ than elsewhere, 
■ it is unnecessary; whenever we can get a betti 
i price in other places^ it is * prejudicial. Car| 
fcomposed of this metal, provisions and lumber^ 
iliave been found to answer very well at the Portia 



t Sec ifie prcccdjng nnte. 

* If Crifft-BriJaln rc&lJy ts.lfB olF fro^ Siv^fi iron tft the value of 

^.aoo,aoo, gccnrding to chenlculacion that has bc^en made, ytt Ihedocsr 
I Itttcali that Bura. Kottd iniiit on the merely politicoladvantflgL-of hiving IT 
Commerce ivilK that pfotejlBut kingdcm, vhich by faring ben^licial to h^r, ntiy 
BiOTtf ittnV] attach "htv to eur interna, il mity bt dbu'rvi^d, iliai tlie Ttadi: i 
I Ci-.-ui-flfiidiit Co ^ojfiiH.Jt ]"i for ironip the groM, which ii aTtcrwardt wotlc^ 
ifep, aod brge iquiit^ititici nf it re-ciported ; so that money may thercliy 
btDvght into llle tingdum, anil s. great number of hanrfs it enriployi;(). There 
Ua Tnst diJitrencc lictwcen tfiii trade, anil that to Franc/, from whence the 
I inipcuriaticiDi into Grstif 'Britain arc nier^ly fpf c^ii&iiinptJQR, v^'itli-ovC aJT<)rdinF 
Iftry emjilojfnieiit to !ierf!oplc, or any profit by rc-eiportation, BcuJe^Jf tha 
I eolonici can get mors lij carrying [heir iron to rortlpn porta, thim. lo Grtt 
, Stilain^ 'and if lllfy cannci;, there is no occision of a law to roropd them 
I larry i( to Greirt-BriUmJ they v, ill be more obld lu multe larger deuiandi fa 
I Sritiilr inuDufaECurea ; so that GralSn'taai nlll giiin the pruliU of our ir 
ifl make up her Inia by what ihs tuket from £i»«'J-^. 
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gU€te and some other markets ; and as the last ar- 
ticles are frequently very low, and our foreign trade 
is reduced to so iew commodities, the taking away 
any one of them must be hurtful to us. Indeed, to 
require us to send all our iron to GreatBriiain^ is* 
ia the opinlun of some of our moM judicious mer- 
chants, to require an impossibility : for as this ar- 
ticle is so heavy, and such small quantities can be 
sent in one vessel, they assert, that we ciinfiot find 
freight directly home for one half of it. 

Besides the circumstances already mentioned 
10 prove the injurious consequences of the late 
restrictions, there is another, which has great force 
in persuading me that our trade ought by all mean* 
lo be more encouraged and extended at this time, 

than was formerly necessary. Our settlements 

ilicn comprehended only a narrow atrip along the 
ihore of the ocean ; they were less populous ; and 
their distance from the sea ports being small, they 
were supplied with every thing they wanted froirt 

thence, without any length of inland caTTiagc- 

But now we have penetrated boundless forests, 
have passed over immense mountains, and are daily 
pushing further and further into the wilderness, 
the inhabitants of these remote regions, must of 
necessity hold very little intercourse with those 
wtUch are near the sea, unless a verj- excensiv^^ 

TOl.- I, I 
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commerce shall enable these to supply them wi 
such quantities of * foreign commodities as they 
want, and at such prices as tliey ciin afford to pay. 
Every restriction on our trade, seems to be a 
striction on this intercourse, and must gradual 
cut olTthc connection of the interior parts Avith 
maritime and the mother country. 

BoT it is unnecessary to endeavour to prove by 
reassoning on these things, that we shaU suffer, 9H 
ive already suffer. Trade is decaying; and all cT^fl 
dll is expiring. Money is become so extremely 
scarce, that reputable freeholders find it impossi- 
ble to pay debts which are trifling in comparison to 
their estates. If creditors sue, and take out ese- 
cntions, tlie lands and personal estate, as the sale 
must be for ready money, are sold for a small part 
of what they were worth when the debts were con- 
tracted. The debtors are ruined. The creditors 
get but part of their debts, and that ruins them. 
Thus the consumers break the shop-keepers ; they 
break the merchants; and the shock must be felt as . 
far as London. Tortunate, indeed, is the man vA 



* It 11 RpprclieDilcd, that if the grciTcat pnrt vf the commoditic'e demanded 
Ijr th« bnfk lounrry should net be Hfiihh but IVrtt-Iniian, yet ii must lis b<- 
i]ic£(ial to Greal-BrilaiH to promote thii (r«de bf all meani. Vor if the coun* 
ITjr iicBrcf the tcB- gTdw I'ith b^ nippl;fuig ibcm with the product Joai ol ihe 
Wii-t-hJi*i, iheie wJll certvnlj conniaie greiter ^uantiiie* of Britiib rnutv- 
Usuua%> 
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can get satisfaction in money for any pari of his 
debt, in some counties; for in many instances, af- 
ler lands and goods have been repeatedly advertised 
in the public gazettes, and exposed to sale» not a 
buyer appears. 

Bv these means multitudes are already mined, 
and the estates of others arc melting aivay in the 
same manner. It m.ust strike any one with great 
surprize and concern, to heixr of the number of debt- 
ors discharged every court by our insolvent act. 
Though our courts are held every quarter, yet at 
the last term for the county o^ Philadelphia alone, 
no less than thirty-five persons applied for the 
benefit of that act^ If it be considered, that this 
law extends only to those who do not owe any sin- 
gle debt above ^.150, that many arc daily released 
by the lenity of their creditors, and that many more 
remove, without tlieir knowledge, it will not be 
diflScult to form a judgment of the condition to 
which the people are reduced. 

Ir these effects are produced already, what can 
mt expect, when the same causes shall have ope- 
rated longer ? What can we expect, when the ex- 
hausted colonies shall feci the stamp act drawing 
ofl', as it were, the last drops of their blood .' From 
'■vlience is the silver to come with which the taxes 
imposed by this act, aad the duties imposed by 



other late acts, are to be paid.' Or how will our 
tmrcbantt and the/otucr rauks of people :, on nhom 
the force of these regulations will fall first, and 
with the greatest violence, bear this adcUtii 
load .' 

Th s E 5 last are to be considered in a very differ- 
ent Hg^ht from those of the same classes in Grei^^ 
Sriiain. Tbere the nature of their employments, 
and the plenty of money give them very little occa- 
sion to miike contracts in ■writing ; but ^ere they 
are continually making them, and arc obliged to do 
90. The STAMP ACT, therefore, will be severely 
felt by tbese^ in whose welfare the prosperity o^H 
state is ahiays so much interested ; and * transft^H 
of property, that ought, in new countries particu- 
larly to be made as easy as possible, will be much 
discouraged. From the necessity they are under 
of making contracts to be executed aflerviards, the 
lower ranks of people here are frequently engaged 
in taw suits ; and as the law is already a very hea- 
vy tax on the subject in all parts of the Br'tti 



* In the pr£i£iit aureiiydf manc^, the tcll^ri of lands, it.e. nlwajt inuit 
on having pirt o[ the purcIiaK-mioncj in hand. — The buyers, unless chcy hap- 
pen to be rich men, find it tmposiible lo ccinply wi(li this <crin, unless they 
borrow raonty, which cannot now he done but in very small jiarcel* from ilif. 
fcicot pcnonj — each, of tlicse mun have h bond ; and each of ihoic boaiit 
mUApRjr^'t^'^p-l'uty'DfDhc shilling sierlinj;, if the mm be obuvE ten pound), 
and under uvtniy — und if ^huve twenty pounds and under forty, un-c thiUg 
■bJ lii {icace wcrliag^bc^ilca a hcav)' iZuty an cite ofigloal couinu. 



dommions, tills act will render it destructive here 
for the necessities, the follies, and the passions of 
mankind, will not suffer them to cease from har- 
assing; one another in that way. 



NEiTHin are the mercliants here by any means 
able tq bear taxes, as they do at home. A very 
great number of them there put such stocks into 
trade, as would be thought large fortunes among 
us ; and our merchants would think themselves very 
happy to leave off business «■ ith such estates as the 
others begin with. I speak of the merchants in 
general ; for we have on the continent individuals 
»ho arc rich, but their number is too inconsidera- 
ble to deserve any notice on this occasion. Besides, 
the interest of money being lower at home than it 
is here, those who trade on borrowed stocks, can 
do It to much greater advantage there than we can. 
Indeed, among us it is almost impossible to get 
money to trade upon at any rate. How unequal, 
untJcr the present disadvantages, a merchant's com- 
merce will be to the payment of all the taxes impos- 
ed by the stamp act on his policies, fees witli 
clerks, charter parties, protests, hig other notarial 
acts, his tetters, and even his advertisements, expe- 
rience, I am afraid will unhappily prove. 

Thus, I apprehend, that this act will be ex- 
tremely heavy on those who are least able to bear 



( 



) 



it ; and if our merchants and people of little su^ 

Tstancc languish under it, all others mut>t be aflect' 

'td. Our mode of taxation, hath always been by 

making as exact an estimate a& could be formed of 

each man's estate ; by which means, our taxes 

have been proportioned to the abilities of those w 

were to pay them. Few persons are employed 

the collection of them ; their allowance is vcr 

moderate ; and therefore the expence is small.— 

No excessive penalties, no tribes of informers, 

dreadful and detestable courts are necessary. T 

[I imiigine, is the mode of taxation, which in young 

[polonies, 11 ill be found to be least oppressive and 

[destructive, and certainly the most equal : but by 

'the STAMP ACT, the ^wealthy who have money 

'let out at interest, or to make purchases, 

undoubtedly ought to pay the most towards 

mblic: charges, will escape these taxes, while 

^■hok weight of them will fall on the neceasitoit 

jand industrious, who most of all require relief a 

^encouragement. 



:e^ 
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But it may be said, "■ That the merchants wi 

I*' not be afiected by these taxes, because they wi 

*' raise the prices of their goods in proportion, ai 

" that at length «// taxes must arise from /anJs. 

1 If a fich m-Bil buys land, it ia generally from the- distressed , and theicfo 

die seller's Ritaalion will oblig;c hiin to pay fnr the ilctd when ilie other ini 

I m it ', and nhen ii mui barrewi EDoucf , cvcrj bud; btmwa who paiyt («( i 

I and nwriga^H. ~ 
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This nik s?fms more applicable to very popu- 
lous and rich co\intries. when: the manufaciiirers 
and landholders through necessity or the force of 
fashions, have pressing ckmantls upon the mer- 
chaiits^ than to such a country as tliis, "where a great 
majofily of the people IJve on, their lands in a very 
plain way. For by practising a sti-ict frugality and 
industry, va may render ourselves more independ- 
ent of the merchants, than the circumstances oF 
more populous and wealthy states will permit the 
other classes of their people to be. The hi!:;h pri- 
CCS therefore ivhich our merchants impose upon 
their goods, will discourage the sale of them, and 
consequently they must " be affected by the tos- 
•' cs," which oblige them to raise the prices in tliis 
manner. 



However, granting that all taxes must arise 
from lands ; it follows, that where the profits of 
the lands are small, they can bear but small tax- 
es. The more labour is bestowed on them, the 
greater the profits 'jjiV/ he, and the taxes miTy be. 
In old populous countries there is im opportunity 
of bestowing this labour, and the manner of doing 
it is well understood. Thus in £ri^fand, the pro- 
fits of land arc so great, as to support a very large 
number of nobUjty and gentry in splendor, and to 
aStird means of raising taxes to an amazing amount, 
Vor are the workers of the land unrewarded ; 
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the farmers have such long leases, and other Sii-* 
couragements, that tliey thrive and live comfort 
bly, and many of them are very wealthy. 

How different is the case in jirrteriea ? 
inhabitants bein^ scattered thin through the coun- 
try, and labourers being- very scarce, they think 
themselves fortunate, if they can clear their lan( 
Lf^ce it, and any how put their grain into tl 
gTTJund in season. Manuring or ■\ improving soil 
is not known, except in some small closes nes 
cities; but every one must be content with whi 
his land will yield of itself. With this it must be 
considered, that at least four fifths of the people 
America, live upon farms either of their on^n, 
rented, and spend their small profits in maintainii 
their families ; and it frequently happens from the 
length and severity of our Mintcrs, that the wh< 
produce of a man's farm is not sufficient to main- 
tain his family and stock. 



f " Furllicr, it may be obKrvcil, thiit our bnils are □«[ aL&LcJeatl^ culti- 
vated, frtn where thcf if& czpable of great iniprcivetrtcnC- Hence liirge 
rracis nrvf only to mainluin a unall number of people. If tve aik, why our 
limits <int suing in StmlUmJ) uc lo j'EI cultivated, briiilea the os'loirj CAUSli 
aridng from the povehtv and ctNtKiirrtMCis of romy of our farritrs, 
>noiiTNE)9 CF THi[E LiAiEi, and Dtbcr tiling) wbich Will Dcrzur □pon I 
W«( rrfl(«ton, it i« not ft tiliTc n^vipg Kta want ■of Inclinatian for 3gi!Ciiltar^ 
&<-" DiiitsTATJOS an the irauibeis of ni»ckiW. 



We are informed, that an opinion haa been onclus- 
triously propagated in Gteat-Briiain^ tliat tlie C0I9- 1 
aies are X walloviing in wealth and luxury, whilc;] 
she is labouring uniler an enormous load of debt- 
Never was diere a greater mistake. This opiiiioiv 
has arisen from slight observations made in our 
cities during the kite war, when large sums of 
money ^vere spent here in support of fleets and 
armies. Our protluctioiis were then in great de-^ 
mand, and trade flourished. Having a number of 
strangers among us, the people, naturally not unge- 
nerous or inhospitable, indulged themselves in 
many uncommon expences. But the cause of this 
gaiety has ceased, and all the effect remaining, is. 



t " It IS certain,, that from ilic very time Sir fif'aiftr kala^h^ the ftt- 
(htr of our Enftith colonics, an J his iisocistca, first -prDJccted these -cwabllih- 
mau, tliffc h»ve b«cn pcr&uns whu have found [in tntensC, in m'uripttsniti»g^ 
or Icucniag iht; value of them. — The attempts vft;rc calli:i] clumcrlcal and 
dangcrcut- Aft trw^fdB- mail j maligaanl suggestions w^re imdf aboiii sacri- 
ficicg so many EngSi!im.ii lo tli« obMinalc Jrair* of lettling colcinirB in conn* 
tries which ihcn prodiuKd very Ull]« advantage. £ut as tlicie diJIicultic] 
were giadudlij- nintioURU'd, thasc Cchiplajnts vatiished. No aooncr Wcfft 
siof kmenlatim ever, but albm atoic in their stead ; when il could be no long* 
<r mad, that the coluutea were untai, it wu allcd;^td iliat they n^f not uie- 
Jml rjmijir to tliiif motlicr (ountfy } ihtit, VTliile wc Wire loidtd with tuet, 
lJi«j were absolutely free ; that i\ii: /tlaMtr: lived Wkc prmitt, wliile the inha- 
l>il«nt) of E/tgtjriJ lalcjurcd hard fur a lolctuble subtibtfuce. This produced 
fiutoRM and hnpotitiolu, which, if ^iereut tu the ptanlatiant, nuec turn to 
our din d Vint nge, an well be theirs, and conscq^acntly bcmme detrimental to 
hK h." PeaTkCTUwAVT'a univ. diu;i. ef Liade and (oomicrce. 
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that we are to be treated as a rich people, w^e^ vmi 
arc really poor. ^uUy mentions a man who loi 
an honourable office, by the homely eitertainme 
he gave the people trf Jfomc^ ivhen he could h; 
aftbrdeil a better; but we have lost vastly more 
the impnident excess of kindness, with which 
have treated the people of Grent-Briiain who ha 
come among us, at an expence that did not su: 
our fortuiies. 



■w« 



To all the disadvantages that have been men 

^^ed, it must be added, that our markets aremuc' 
lore precarious than those at home. It is co 
jted, that one half of the people there live i 

■'cities, and consequently there must be a perpetual 
domestic demand for the productions of the earth ; 

►and foreign markets are not far distajot for the ovei 
lus. Here the quantity sold for consumptioi 

►among us is small, and most of the foreign m; 

'lets are very remote. 

These reasons induce me to think, that the co- 
lonies, unless some fortunate events, not to be e] 
tpiccted^ should happen, cannot bear the restrict 
"ons and taxations laid upon them by their moth? 
^XoUtitrjs without suffering very severely. Wl 
tfhen can we do I Which way shall we ttim oi 
Iselves ? How may we mitigate the miseries of oi 
cquntr)' ? Creat-BrUain gives us an example to 
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guide us. She teaches us to make a dhiinction] 
between her interests and our own. Teaches ! Shf j 
requires — commands — insists upon it — threatemiJ 
•— c»mpels — and cvca distresses us into it. i 

We have our choice of these two things — TO] 
continue our present limited and disadvautageoui 
conimerce-.-or to promote manuiactures among^ 
ourselves, with a habit of oeconomj", and thereby 
remove the necessity we are now under of being 
supplied by Great-Britain. 

It is not difficult to determine which of these 
tilings is most eligible.. Could the last of them 
only so far executed, as to bring' our demand for 
JBritish manufactures bdow the profits of our 
foreign trade, and the amount of our commodities 
immediately remitted hQm.e, these eolonies might 
revive and flourish. States and families are eiu-ichr 
ed by the same means ; that is, by being so indu 
trious and frugal, as to spend less than what they 
raise can pay for^ 



Wx have examples in this province, which tl 
.imitated by others, must unavoidably produce the 
most happy effects for us : I mean the examples oE 
the industrious, frugal, honest Germans. Their 
lands are as wcU cultivated as they can be in this 
aew country, and they^ hajVie.ibe good sense to re- 



I 



qeirc very little provisions and clothes more than 
they can get from their own fanns, antl make wit 
their own hands. i{ wc onl)' consider for a mo*^ 
mt-nt the consequences of such a conduct, shotild] 
it be genera], v.c must be convinced it must pro-J 
duce commerce, since all superfluities would bol 
exported ; and the owners having few demands ii 
return, that tommerce would of course product 
wealth. 



IsDEED WC shall be colmpelled, I apprehend;^ 
generally to imitate these examples. The late 
regulations, and our constant remittances to Great' 
Britain, have extremely lessened the quantity 
money among ua, and yet these remittances are not 
sufficient to pay for those things we require froi 
home. Necessity will teach us two vrays to reliei 
ourselves. The one, is, to keep the British mamii 
filcttires we purchase longer in use or wear iJiai 
we have been accustomed to do. The other, isj 
to supply their place by manufactures of our ow^n.'' 
1 do not suppose our difiiculties will immediately 
produce expert aitists among us ; but as the inha- 
bitants here generally reside on their lands, ans 
live in a plain rustic way, they will be able to suj 
ply themselves with many articles. Some author 
ami I think KeysUr^ says, that m Switzerland ^\ti^ 
ry family has all the trades in it that are necessar 
for its use. Their work is not» it may be presumed. 




( 77 )1 

at all in the taste of Lomfon or Paris, liut It scr\-e8:j 
their purpose ; and their conrse clothes and nimple^ 
furniture enable them to Uve In plenty, and to de«- 
Tend their liberty. Something; of thiskinc! will be» 
nay, already is, practised bv us. It is surprislnfjl 
to see the linen and cloth that have been latclyj 
made among us. Many gcntlemt-n in this ciiy( 
dress now in suits produced, manufactured, and( 
made up in this province. The cloth is not equalr 
in fineness to the best broad-cloth, but it is Marm, 
strong, and not very homely ; and when the Jiriilsb 
workmen understand tliat they may meet with bet-- 
ter encouragement here than they do at home, !> I 
believe in a few years wc shall have very different 
kinds of cloth among us from these we now make. 
Ii]stances are not wanting to justify the most saii-ij 
guine cspectatiqns on this bead. Sftciifi used for- 
merly to be entirely supplied with cloths from Eng^ 
land ; but in the reigns only of their two last kings, 
■Philip the Vth, and Ferdinand the VUh, thcirj 
manufactures have been improved to such a degree, 
even by that proud and indolent people, that this 
commerce has entirely ceased in most parts of that ■ 
kingdom. The same thing has happened in France^ 
notwithstanding the destructive wars in which sli<| 
has been continually involved. Siviczerland somc^ 
lime ago spent large sums of money in foreign com- 
modities ; but now they make excellent cloths, andj 

good silks, though tlie scheme at first laboured 
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der very great diflicultiee. That country used also, 
I to be supplied by Savoy with wine ; but the dul 
laying a duty upon it, the Svficzers remonstratec 
, but ID vain. At last some of tlic principal mc| 
promoted the cultivation of vines, though their pre 
decessors had never planted any. The resui 
exceeded their hopes. J " The demand for tl 
Savoyard wine daily decreased, and instead of tU 
precarious advantage arising from this impolitic 
^uty^ the certain revenue was irretrievably Josi 
and the industrious subject deprived of the benef 
cf his labour." 

*• Befoee the settlement of these colonies,*' 833 
Posileibwnyt, " our manufactures were few, an< 
those but indifferent. In those days wt had n( 
only our naval stores, but our ships from our neiglnl 
hours. Germany furnished us with all things mat 
of tnetai, even to nails. Wine, paper, linens, an< 
a thousand other things, came from France, Por* 
tiigai supplied us with sugar; all the products <>( 
Ameriea vrere poured into us from Spain ; and tlicj 
Venetians and Genoese retailed to us the conimodi 
ties of the East Indies, at their own price." 

"'■ Thb astonishing alterations in all these particu- 
lars, arc too well known to need enumeration* 



'*fjAr. 
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Teese instances, and many others that might 
be mentionetl, may convince us, that nothing is 
ttw difficult for men to effect, whose hearts are filled 
with a generous love of their country ; and they 
may convince the world of the dangers that attend 
provoking innovations in commerce. A branch of 
trade once lo&t, is lost forever. In short, so strong 
a spirit is raised in these colonies by late measures, 
and such successful efforts are already made among 
us, that it cannot be doubted, that before the end 
of this century, the modern regulations will teach 
America, that she has resources within herself, of 
which she never otherwise would have thought. — 
Individuals^ perhaps, may find their benefit in op- 
posing her use of these resources ; but I hope very, 
very few, will wish to receive benefits by such 
mcana. The man who would promote his own 
interests by injuring his country, is unworthy of 
the blessings of society. 



I 



It has hitherto been thought, by the people of 
Greai-Britain, and I hope it will still be thought, 
that sufficient advantages are derived by her from the 
colonies, without laying taxes upon them. To re- 
present them as an " expensive appendage of the 
" British empire, that can no other way repay the 
*' trouble and treasure they cost her," is certainly 
one of the greateat errors ; and to spend much 
time in refuting this notion, would be unnecessary. 
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Every advantage accruing to the colonies by their 
connection with the mother country, is amply 

\'dearly paid for, by the benefits derived to h 

[i^m them, and by the restrictions of their co 
merce. These benefits h.T.ve been allowed by x\\% 
best writers to be immense, and J consist in tl 
various employment and the support they afford hei 
people, ]f the coloiiies enable bcr to pay taxes, i 
it not as useful to her, as if they paid them? Op, 
indeed, may not the colonics with the atrictc 
propriety be said to pay a great part of those taxes, 
when they consume the British manufactures loadi 
ed with the advanced prices occasioned by sue 
taxes ? Or, further, as the colonies are compelled t 
take those manufactures thus 'loaded, when the 
might furnish themselves so much cheaper fro 
other connh-ies, may not the diflcrence betwee; 
these prices be called an enormous tax paid by the 
to Great-Briiain ? May they not also be said t 
pay an enormous tax to her, bv being- compelled toj 
carry their mcst valuable productions io her afans. 



\ CJiicflj"^ *TCTD i\\c supplyiog her "With naiml aEo<I^9, Stc. being incAnuSf^ 

*Lle, whtn compared with the othiT advanage;. 

• " If it W allied -wticthtx roreig^eri, for what goods they utc oTm, Ac 

Bat j)ij aa Ibal naiumpticM a ET^a-t portian of aitr I: lies- f Ir ]<■ admittctl tKe^-j 
do." Postletbivatt's GrcalSriin'.n'i triut syslfHi, 



By the ronsumption of British manufaciurc? in /butjVj, wc piy a heavier 
mid Greae-£ritaai,thta if tliey w<rc (onnimcJ at home. F^iiithe brinR- 
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and to receive what she pleases to give for them, 
when they might sell them at other markets to 
much greater advantage? Lastly, may tliey not 
be said to pay a heavy tax to her, in being prohibit- 
ed from carrying on such manufactures as they 
could have employed themselves in with advan- 
tage, and thus being obliged to resort to her for 
those things witli which they might supply them- 
selves ? If these things are true, and can they be 
denied! may not the mother country more justly 
be called expensive to her colonies, than they can 
be called expensive to her I 

What would France ^wt for such expensive 

dominions .'-: Would she refuse the empire of 

North-America, unless the inhabitants would sub- 
rait to any taxes she should please to impose I Or 



ing them kcre, a vaM number of merchant*, factor*, brokers and seamen are 
cmpbfcd, cvcrf one of which mutt hare such a profit, a.% will eoable him to 
tappoit hinuclf and his f^imiljr, if he has any, in a country where excry thinf; 
is dear by reason of the high taiea. 

So far was the puLiament from thiaking in the last war, that any further 
taiet ahouU be laid on the colonies, to convinced indeed were they that we 
had exceeded our abilities in the supplies we gave to the crown, that sevetal . 
■uou of money were granted to us as indemnification* for the too heavy ezpen- 
cei in which we had involved ourselTc*. 

The torn* thm given, paid part of our debt*, but we are nill labouring un- 
der the rcmaioder. 

VOL. I. L 
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would she not rather afford tliem her utmost pr 
tcctjon, if ever they ahould be wretched enough j 
require it, for one half of the emoluments Gret 
Britain receives from them ? In short, the amaz- 
ing increase of the wealth and strengtJi of this 
kingdom, since the reign of qnccn EHzabetir^ in 
whose time the colonics began to be settled, appears 
to be a sufficient proof of their importance : And 
therefore I think it may justly be said, that tbcfoui^^ 
datioiis of ihe pmvcr and glory of Great-Britain 
are laid in America. 



When the ad\-antages derived by the mother 
country from her colonies are so J important and 
coidcnt^ it is amazing, that any persons should vef^| 
tore to assert, '■* that she poured out her wealth an^^ 
" blood in the late war, anly for their defence and 
" benefit ; and that she cannot be recompensed for 
" this cxpcnce and loss, but by taxing them." 



i 



If any man who does not choose to spend muc 
time in considering t^jis subject, would only read 
the speeches from the throne during that period, 
with the addresses in answer to them, he will soon 
be convinced for vshose benefit Greai-Brii 
thought she was exerting herself. For my par 
should not now be surprized, if those who main" 



I Vide notfs to pa^ ea 4^ ^'^•^ 49' 



oon 

i 



i. 
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tiin the above-mentioned assertions, should con- 
tend, ^at Great-Britain ought to tax Portugal. 
For was not that khigdom *' defended by the troops 
"and treasnre of Great-Britain ?^' And how can 
slie be '* otherwise recompensed for this expence 
"and loss f" If tht' protection oi Portugal, thoiig-h 
no taxes are received from thence, w^as beneficial 
to Great-Britain, infinitely more so was the pro- 
lection of the colonies. 

So far 1 must beg leave to dissent from these 
getitlcmen, that if the colonies, by an increase of 
industry and frugality, should become able to bear 
this taxation, it will, in my apprehension, notwith- 
standing be injurious to Great-Britain. If the 
sum be trifling, it cauHot be worth the discontent 
and unhappiness the taking it will produce among 
BO many faithful subjects of his majesty. If it be 
considerable, it must also be hurtful in another 
respect. 



It must be granted, that it is not merely the 
bringing money into a nation that makes it weal- 
thy, but the bringing money into it by the general 
industry of its inhabitants. A country may perpetu- 
ally receive vast sums, and yet be perpetually poor. 
It must also be granted, that almost all the money 
acquired by the colonies in their other branches- 
of trade, is spent by them in Grent-Britaiit^ 



M 

5^^ 



mnrl finds cmplojinent for her people. Wliatevcr 
then lessens the sum so spent, must lessen tlit 
employment. This I think will be one const 
quence of the stamp act : for our demand ■will 
be as much less for Hrlthb manufactures, as th .e. 
amount of the sums raised by the taxes. So mu^^^ 
the fewer British raerdiants, artists, seamen ana 
ships will be employed by lis, and so much the 
more distressed at first, and afterwards so much 
the more frugal, | ingenious, laborious and indepen- 
dent will the colonists become. 



I 



It is evident from the concurrent testimony 
her own most noted authors on this subject, that 
Gretit-Briiiiin is suru of having our money at * 
last ; and it appears no difficult matter to detcrmi 
whether it is better to take it in taxes or trade. — 
Suppose the stamp act, enforced by uncommon 
penalties and unheard of jurisdictions, should pick 
up every piece of gold and silver that shall ii ander 
into the plantations, what would Great-Britain 
gain by this measure I Or rather what would she 
not lose, by attempting to advance her revenue by 
means so distressing to commerce ? 

■f- Crfni-SrUu'ii W'll po! onl)' ]o« M «irh caM, the imiHtfll anionm cf llie 
t3ie<, but the ppojtle of Amiritt rstiUliihin^ manufamirci Oiron^li djV 
MBKcat, win id time entirclj wiilidraw their inncrcourse wiih }i<r.— Anil 
ihercforc Iie^ In^s of (Uc wliolc AmrrUim trails, mny be justi/ attcituled to 
this insuKpiciau^ hi'ginning. 

* &n naut to pigea 48 smd i^> 



A 
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But if the late restrictions shall not pro^e prof ta- 
ble, perhajK they may by some be called prudent 
for another reason. We arc informed that manv 
persons at home affect to speak of the colonistSy as 
of a people designing and endeavouring to render 
themselves independent, and therefore it may be 
said to be proper as much as possible to depress 
them. This method for securing obedience, has 
been tried by many powerful nations, and seems to 
be the constant policy of commonwealths : but 
the attempt in almost every instance from Athens 
down to Genoa, has been unsuccessful. Many 
states and kingdoms have lost their dominions by 
severity and an unjust jealousy. I remember none 
that have been lost by kindness and agenerous con- 
jidence. Evils are frequently precipitated, by im- 
prudent attempts to prevent them. In short, we 
never can be made an independent people, except 
it be by t Great-Britain herself; and the only way 



f " If we are a&aid that one day or other the colonies will revolt, and set 
vp for thcmKlvn, as some Kem to apprehend ; let ua not irliti them to a nr*. 
atilij to feci thcnuelTes independent nf ui; as they isili do, the moment tliey 
pereeive that tbry can tc-nfflitd ibM bU thimgifnm viitb'm Ibtmielv/i, and Ao not 
need our aweance. If 'we would keep them itill dependent upon their mo- 
ther country, and in come respect* luiitroimt to their vira-i and iretfarc ; let 
umakeittheioMTEEEiralwayttobcao." Tpckek «d trade. 

** Out coloniet, while they have Epgliih hlood in their reins, and have re- 
lation! in Em^md, and WHILE THIT CAN GET BT TRADINO WITH DS, the 

itrangtr aodgrtaUr Ibijpovi, the (Wrc thi( tmca and Jf^^i^ will jvf by them ; 
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for her to do it, is to make us frugal, ingenious, f 
united and discontented. 

But if this event shall ever happen, which Provi- 
dence I hope will never permit, it must be when 
the present generation and the present set of senti- 
ments are extinct. Late measures have indeed 
excited an universal and unexampled grief and 
indignation throughout the colonies. What man 
who wishes the welfare of America, can view with- 



ind notliing hat nicli an uliitniy power at ihiH make them dcqterate can 
taring tfaem to rebel." DAvtNAKT on the ^lotatioii tndcd ~ 

" The nortbem coloniet are not upon the nme footing; at thete of the 
•ovth ; and haTJng a worte soil to improre, they miM find the recompeece 
■ome other way, which only caU'be in property and d<»niniDD : spon which 
■core, uij innoTationi in the form of government there, ihould be cavbotuljr 
examined, lea- fear of entering npon measures, by which the industry of the 
inhabitant* be quite discouraged. Ti« alwat* DHrniTDifAT* for* people, 
either b; consent or upon coMrnLsjoH, to depart bom their pkimitivb 
INSTITUTIONS, Mid THOtt rcNDAUBHTAi^, by which they were riKsr 

nHITEO TOGETaCK." Idnm. 

f The most effectual nay of umtlirg the colonies, i> to make it their com- 
lEon interest to oppose the designs and attempts of GraO-Biiltai, 

" All wiio states will well consider how to pteserre the advuitafes arising 
from colonies, and avoid the crilt. And I conceiTe that there csn be but tw* 
ways in nature to hinder them lx<mi throwing off their dependence ; m, t» 
keep it out of their/uTwr, and the alfcr, out of their wilt Ihejirit mmt be 
hj/arce ; and the lalttr, by uiing tbcm well, and keeping them en^loyed in 
such productions, and makijig such manufocturet, u will Kppott themselve* 
and families comfortably, aiiJpncm ihtm vuailb (g*,aad at least not pfEjudice 
iheir mother country. 
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(iiitpitj'» "Without passion, her restricted and almost 
stagnaled trade, with its numerous train of evils — 

taxes torn from her without her consent Her 

legislative assemblies, the prineipal pillars of her 
liberal crushed into insignificance — a formidable 
force established in the midst of peace, to bleed her 
into obedience-^ the sacred right of trial by jury* 
violated by the erection of arbitrary and unconsti- 

Arci csn ncTcr he used cflcctuillj to amwcr the end, withmil dtilrtyh^ tit 
oW'j f^eni(/v». Liberty ancl encouragement arc nc^ciiaTy to carry people 
ifiilficr, aad C4 keep them laj^ther when thij are there ; and viulcnct will 
JiiniliTbolh. Anjr body cf troop! considerable ciiDirgli to am-c ihrm, iui4 
Iwep iliEm m sutjtttion undcc ibc direction [■oo of a needy gp-vctoor, tsfteo 
KM thitherto mnke liU fortune, atid at such » distance ham any iji^licutiea 
fer rcilnus, will iDon put \i,a end to a^Ill iplanlin^, anil Icarc the ctiimtty (ti the 
KMitfialoDC, aai if it did not, Tctaid cxI up ali tin prtft af the lutaay. For lliis 

teuaa, ubicrarj- caunirtei hive not been eijually weccssful in phstiii^ colo- 
ita with bet anai ind what they haveidonc in that ItiniJ, li3« tithrr been 
"J -twee at a Tasl eipcnse, or ilj dcpurtiitg /fa's lii naturr cf tl-cir ^i/TimiTr, 
mdgiviup iveJi Privrlrs^t to fijtilffi Cfl Vfote itjniid ii Ibrif elLcf n^hhiti- And 1 
■<l«r« By, that a few prudent lawi, ud a iittle prudent conduct, would noon 
{ire III in the grcntcU ahare DTchcriche) dEbU Amiritt, perhsps^ive many 
<f other nations out of it, or inco our cbImues for alielter. 

Tbcrc arc it many fxigOKici io all slates, ja masy fsnlpi iMtari, atld demcilu- ifii- 
hrkm-fi, ibai these colonics CjIN niVEa wamt orroRTf Niricf.if thej watch 
fwtheni, i» Jawbai itij ibaU ^nJ liiJr !tlrrtil tadi : and tiierrfurc WE ought to 
tdte i]J tiie prccHQtionB in our power, thst it sliaJI never be (inV interim I ID act 
igiijr»t that of thtir native countrj i aa L-»ii whirh tjn no otherwise be aytrl- 
«il, than by keeeping (hem y*"_y iw/Jrunf in sitcli iradci iii tvifJ incrrait thrit 
•OB, undl ai our wraith ; for it is much tn lit feared, If we do not lindeni- 
pbfment f«i Atm, th«y tttay find it for u. The 4fit«MSt of the mother foun- 
trf, H alnayk tn keep ilieni deprndtiit. acd no employed i and it requires :]I1 
Ito- addieu to do it ; and it it CErtaiiily niorv' uiily and i£iilually i1(<nc by^rnfh 
■ndinnnlik luethodi, than by ^uvr Bloac." CtTo'tlet^rt- 
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tuUoaal jurisdiction— ^rnl general poverty, disc( 
lent anil despondence stretching themselves over 
hifi uiioflcnding cguntry i ^ 

The reflections of the colonists on these melan- 
clioly subjects, arc not a little embittered by a firm 
persuasion, that they never would ha\ e been treated 
as thrv arc, if Canada still continued in the hands 
of the French. Thus, their hearts glowing^ with 
e\-crT sentiment of duty and afTection to\\'^ards their 
niothcr country, and expecting, not unreasonat 
[pcrtu[is, some marks of tenderness in return, 
fp»erce<l by a fatal discovery, that the vigoroi 
^ssist^incc ubich they faithfully afTorded her in 
ling her dominions, has only proved the gloi 
I but destructive cause of the calamities tliev n( 
rplorc and resent. 

Yet 5(3:1 ilicir resentment is but the resentment 

ynf drniful children, who have received unmerited 

yr- '■--— r. beloved parent. Their obedience to 

>rc, ria is secured by the best and strongest 

thtse ^ qff'caianj which alone cau^ and_l 

will totmk an cveriasting union between 

bcr colonics. Nfay no successes or suspicig: 

wc KcnpC Sfr to dwiate from the natural ge 

of her sfurtt And may no dreadful re\'o? 

of *ctitiiucnts ever teach tbvrn to fear her 
pc*k*» «r to nrpinc at her glories. / am^ &?£- 



idl 

I 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

1 HAVE omitted mendoniDg one thlag that seems 
to be connected with the foregoing subject. 

With a vast expence<>f blood and wealth, we 
fought our way in the late war up to the doors of 
the Spanish treasuries, and hj the possession of 
Florida^ might obtain some recompence for that 
expence. Pensacola^ and the other ports in that 
country, are convenient places, where the Spani- 
ards might meet us, and exchange their silver for 
the manufactures of Great-Britain, and the provi- 
sions of these colonies. By this means, a com- 
merce inconceivably beneficial to the British sub- 
jects, might be carried on. This commerce the 
Spaniards wish and have endeavoured to carry on. 
■ Many hundred thousand dollars have been brought 
by them to Pensacola to lay out there ; but the men 
of war on that station have compelled them to take 
back their cargoes, the receipt of lahicb., it may 
from thence be presumed, would be destructive to 

the interest of Great-Britain. Thus we receive 

less advantage from Florida, now it belongs to us, 
than we did when it was possessed by our enemies ; 
for then by permission from the Spanish governors, 

v^i, I. M 
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to trade there, we derived considerable emolu- 
ments from our intercourse with them. 



Upon what reasons diis conduct is founded, is 
not easy to determine. Sure no one considers 
Florida in, the same liglit with these coionies, and 
thinks that no vessels should be pemikted to trade 
there, but British shipping. This would be to 
apply the acts of navigation to purposes directly 
opposite to the spirit of them. They were intend- 
ed to preserve an intercourse between the mother 
country and her rohniesy antJ thus to cultivate 
ttiutuai affection ; to promote the interests of botb^ 
ty an exchange of their most valuable productions 
for her manufactures ; thereby to increase the ship- 
ping of both ; and thus render thera capable of 
aflfording aid to each other. Which of these pur- 
poses is answered by prohibiting a commerce, that 
can be no other way carried on \ That is, by forbi 
xling the Spaniards to bring their wealth for ns t" 
J'lcridii, M'hich is an unhealthy sand-bank, held by a 
garrison, at a great expence of money, and a great- 
er of lives, that cannot for ages»lfever it will, 
yield a single advantage to Great-Britainy but (hat 
»he rel\iacs to enjoy. 



I 




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES^ 

I K 

PENNSTLFANIA^ 

SEPTSKB^B. 11^ 1765.. 

1 HE housie resumed the considieration of their 
resolution of yestecday, to appoint a committee of 
three or more of their miembers, to attend a g;enerat 
congress of committees from the several assem- 
blies <Xi this continent, to be held at Nm~ Tork^ 
on the first of Octoberxis-xXt and after some time 
spent therein^ 

That Mr. Spe^er, Mr^ Biciinsm-, Mr. Bryan^ 
and Mr. Morton, be, and they are hereby nomi-. 
oated and appointed to attend that service.^' 



/ 



THE 

ROUGH DRAFT 



OF THE 



Resolves of the first Congress, 

HELB At NEtr.rORK, IN THE YEAR I765. 



VV E, the Deputies from the colonies of 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jersey» Pennsylvania, the lower 
Counties on Delaware, Maryland, and South-Caro- 
lina, in general congress assembled, DECLARE, 

1, That his majesty's subjects in these colo- 
nies, owe Ae same allegiance to the crown of Great 
Britain^ that is due from his subjects born within 
the realm. 

2. That all acts of parliament, not inconsistent 
with the principles of freedom, are obligatory on 
^e colonists. 




taittt 



4. That ti is inseparably esscDtud to the &ee 
<!om of a pcoplcv that no taxes be laid upon them, 
but with their own consent given personally, or by, 
their rq>rcsentatLve8. 



I 



5. That the people of these colonies are not 

and from local circumstances cannot be represented, 
in the house of commons in Great Britain. 




fi. That the only representatives of the people 
of tht'w colonics, iire the persons chosen thfiiem 
by themselves for that purpose. 

7. That no tixes can be constitutionally imp 
cd on the people of these colonies^ but by the 
grants nwde in person or by their representatives 

8. That the power of ^anting^ supplies to the 
crown iu Great Britain belonging solely to the) 
commons, and consequently all such grants bein 
only J^i/ts of the people to the crown, it therefo 
involves iin inconsistency xvith the principle an 
spirit of the British constitution, and with reason 
for the commons of Great Britain to undertake t 
jfm 10 his majesty, accor^Stig to the terms of th 



I 
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lateactot parliament, entittiled, ** An act forgr.int- 
ing certain duties in the British colonies and plan- 
tations in America," &c. the property of the co- 
lonists. 

9. That trial by jury is the inherent and inva- 
luabie right of every freeman in these colonies. 

10. That the late act of parliament passed in 
the fifth year of his majesty's rcjgn, entitided, " An 
*• act for granting and applying certain siji?np du- 
** ties and other duties, in the Briiisb colonies 
*' and plMitations in America," and by imposing 
laxes on the inhabitants of these colonics, and by 
extending the jurisdiction of the courts of admi- 
rally, is subversive of their most sacred rights 
and liberties. 



11. That the duties imposed by the said first 
mentioned act, will be, from the peculiar circum- 
stances of these colonies, extremely grievous and 
burthensome. 

12. That the restnj:tions imposed by several late 
acts of parliamepl* on the trade of these colonies, 
must of necessity be attended by consequences 
very detrimental to the interests oi Great-Britain 
and America. 
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13. That the prosperity of these colonies depends 
on the reservation of their rights and liberties, and 
an intercourse with Great-Britain mutually affec- 
tionate and advantageous. 

14. That it is the indispensible duty of these 
colonies to the best of sovereigns, to the mother 
country, and to themselves, to endeavour by legal 
arid tlutiful addresses to his majesty, and both 
houses of parliament, to procure the repeal of the 
**■ act for granting and applying certain stamp 
•* duties," of all clauses whereby the jurisdiction 
of the admiralty is extended as aforesaid, and of 
the other late acts for the restriction of American 
commerce. 

15. That it is the right of the British subjects on 
this continent to petition the king, and lords and 
commons in parfiament assembled, whenever they 
judge their liberties and interests to be so far affects 
ed, as to render such applications necessary." 
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PREFACE. 



XT. A D the charge o/" rebellion been made h^ *\ 
aprivate person against the colonics on this conti- 
nent^ for their opposition to the Stamp Act, 1 

should not have thought it "worth ansixieiing. 

But when it ivns made by men -ststed 'with a pnhlic 
character, by a committee of correspondence ^ repre- 
senting ituo brunches of legislature in ci considerabh 
government, and the charge was not only approved, 
at it is said, by those branches^ but was actually 
published to the world in news-papers, it seemed to 
me to deserve notice. I laaitcd some time^ iti hopes 
of seeing the cause espoused by an abler ad'oocate i '1 
but being disappointed^ I rcsohed^ '■^fa'scnte Dea," 
to snatch a little ti?ne from the hurry of business, 
and to place, if I could, the letter of (hose gentle- 
men ta their agent, in a proper light. 



his very eviideni from the generality of their 
i^Umation against their " fellcnv-eubjects an the 
'" narthern continent ;" of the expressions they use 
^^the latter part of their letter, when they speak 
"fihe *' violent spirit raised in the North-Ameri- 
" coK colonies^"^ and from what follows, that they 
^omt apply the opprobrious term they use, only to 
.'^uK/fw of the loiuer rank, who disturbed us -•xiitb 



tvoer three mobs in some of the provinces^ nor to 
any ether particular class of people ; but that the 
censure is designed for all the inhabitants of these 
colonies w6p luere any way concerned in the opposi- 
tion that has been given, and consequently that the 
modes of that opposition are thereby condemned. 
Two considerations therefore have induced me to un- 
dertake tbcir defence. Firsts to vindicate the ho- 
nour of my country, •Vjhich I think grossly and 
Kuuntittily iusulled. Secondly, to refute opinions, 
thai in unforlunaie limest may, if adopted^ be inju- 
rious to liberty. 



I 



Many good pieces, have been published in these 
tolonics, to slew their title to the rights claimed by 
them; the invasion of chose righ/s by the Scamp 
Act J tie ether hardships imposed on them, and the 
bad consequences that probably would follow these 
measures; but nothing has appeared, at least 
have seen nothing that I recollect^ in defence of the 
principle on which the opposition has been made, 
and of the miiniitr in Vihicb it has been conducted 
These are points entirely ntw ,- and the consider 
tiott of them is ntnu rendered necessary, by the pui 
lie reproach that has been thrown on the people a 
this continent* 
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LETTER 

FROM THE 

"COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENC5e" 

I N 

BARBADOES, 

TO THEIR AGENT IN LONDON- 
S I R. 

In compliance with the united resolution of 
the two branches of our legislature, of which we 
have severally the honour to be members, aiid to 
compose their committee of correspondence, we 
are now to desire jou to lay our complaints be- 
fore his majesty and the parliament, on the hard- 
ships which this community labours under, by 
the imposition of the stamp duties, lately put 
in force amongst us. We have, indeed, sub- 
mitted, with all obedience, to the act of parll- 
ament ; yet out submission has, by no means, 
arisen from any consciousness of our ability to 
bear the burden of these taxes, or from the ivant 




of a due sense of the oppressive v)eight of i 
in all its parts, but from a pr'mciph of loyalty 
to our king and mother country, which has carri- 
ed us above everj' consideration of our own dis- 
tresses : yet, if we have suffered without resist- 
ance, ive have learnt by it to complain with rea- 
son ; and, since we have raised no clamours from 
our own fears, we must surely have the better ti- 
tle to remonstrate from our feelings. But, with 
respect to the manner in which our grievances 
in this case, along with so good a proof of our 
obedience to the laws of our mother country^ are 
to be reported to his miijesty and the parliament^ 
we must refer ourselves to your good judgment 
and disiretion ; so much better circumstanced 
as you are on that side of the water to judge for 
us, than we can do at this distance for ourselves; 
and so perfectly assured as we are also of 3"our 
ability and zeal, in the conduct of every matter 
of importance that can be- intrusted to your 
agency for this country's service. To you, sir, 
therefore we give the power, in the name of our 
council and assembly, to present such a mtmo- 
rial, or memorials^ to his majesty, and the two 
houses of parliament {if to all be necessary) as 
to yourself shall seem most proper and advise- 
able -f setting forth the anxiety and distresses of 
our country, under this new and extraordinary 
burden of taxation, by which we not only find 
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( 103 ) 



*' ourselves loaded istiib a charge more than 
•* proportioned to our circujnstances^ but deprhed 
*' also of a prhilcge, ivbicb renders life oppression 
*• beyond measure grieiious. We see tivo of the 
" most important objects to such a colony as oiirs, 
** trade and justice^ crouching under the load of 
** these nevj duties ; and by the manner in Huhical 
** the duties have been imposed^ "we find loo ihg\ 
*' most valuable of ai! our civil rights and fiber- 
*• ties sinking along with them. The design oi 
*' this new and extraordinary charge upon oui 
*' country is, towards defraying the espences o( 
** defending', protecting and securing, the colonies 
*' of America, But what new and extraordinary- 
*' expence has this colony put the nation to, for 
•' the espence of maintaining of troops quartered^ 
•* in the several provinces of North-AmekicaJ 
*■■ for the protection and security of those parts ■ 
** the British doftilnions? This is just as reason- 
** able, and just as merciful too, as it woidd be tt 
** impose a heavy mulct on the inhabitants of this 
** place, by way of a punishment for the present 
" REBELLIOUS opposition given to authority! 
'* by ojir felloiv -subjects on the northern contlnena 
" But if we yre to be subject to the power of the* 
** parliament of Great-Britain in our internal, 
*' taxes, vje must be always liable to tmposiiioni^ 
*' that have nothing but the will of the imposers 
*' $0 direct them, in the measure, since we hai 
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" tliere no representatives to inform them 
•* Iruc state of our circumstances, and of the dcgret 
** of our stren^h to bear the burdens that are ini- 
'^ [)osed. How far, indeed, wc are intulcd, by tht 
**^ constitution of Knclakd, or our own peculiiir_ 
*^ charter^ to an exemption from every other intcrJ 
*' nd tax, than such as may be laid upon us by th» 
*' representatives of our own people, in conjunctlor 
** with the two other branches of our legislative 
*' body, ivt caritiot posil'ive/y say ; but this is ccrJ 
" lain, that we have enjoyed that privilege, thai 
*' seeming binb-rigi/t o^ every 'BniTos^ ever since 
*' the first establishment of a civil government ir 
*' this island, to the present time. And why we 
"■ should at this period be condemned to the loss 
'* of so inestimahk blessing of society^ we can^ 
" see no cause ; since the present period has afJ 
" forded some inst;inces of loyalty and affection*! 
" to our king and mother countr}^, which might] 
•* rather have intiiled us to new favours from th( 
*' crown and nation, than have left us exposed U 
" any deprivation of our t?/rf and 'ualuahle rights/' 
" Yet how far it may be prudent and necessary to'] 
*' press this last consideration in your memor'iat\ 
" to our superiors, must be referred tv your gooff 
•' judgment ; for as we mean to obtain a redress of 
** our grievances by a dutiful representation onl 
*' of our case, so would we have any thing avoided' 
** in the stile and substance of i hat representation^ 
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as might give offence to tliose from whom on 
our redress can come, our appeal being to the ^ 
very powers by whom we think ourselves op- '^M 
pressed ; tho' we may remonstrate to them ivith 
justice, ive connoi reproach tbem •aiiihoul dan- 
ger : and the most effectual means of giving 
ourselves all the merit we hope for, and intend, 
both with our sovereign andihe parliament, will 
be, we think, by giving our complaint on this 
matter xh.^ complexion of aur conduct , shewing an 
bumble submi&shn to authority^ even under the 
most painful heart-burnings of our community, 
at its severe decrees. But great as our distresses 
are, upon account of this new taxation in its 
general course, we are yet fortunate enough not 
to have suffered so much greater, as by the par- 
ticular calamity you seem to have apprehended 
for us, on the supposed seizure of the North- 
American traders ; for the masters of those ves- 
selst producing certificates at our custom-house, 
that no stamp papers were to be had at the ports 
they came from, have been admitted to an entry 
of their several ships and cargoes, being suppos- 
ed only liable to the penalties inflicted by Uie 
Stamp Act, and of these no notice have been 
taken ; so that our danger from the circumstances 
you suggested to the ministers is over. But we 
see another arising from the violent spirit raised 
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*' ihtlft: North. American colonics against this act, 
" iH'hich threatens us with the same ill conse_- 
'* qiicnces; we mean, from their avowed rese 
'* mcnt at tlic people of this island, for having so 
'* tamely submitted to the act, which they had been 
" pleased So resolutely to oppose. This having 
" led them lo some extraordinary attempts (as we 
'■* have l)een informed) lo prevent any vessels cora- 
" ing hither with provisions for bur support, hoiv 
** far a combination of this kind, Which has to 
" struggle vvitli the private interests of so many 
individuals, can be formed amongst them, we 
'* may at first be led to donbt ; ret, tan a second 
•' re\ie"r? of things, how fur the cxccsst^ of /)oj!>(//i 
" /wj", which has no bounds, in?.y hurry away al! 
'* those individuals, tt> tlieir o\ni, as well as our 
'' immediate prejudice, we may reasonably fear ; 
*' and we think it, at least, necessary to make meit- 
" tion of it to yon, that you may take this, amongst 
" all the other unhappy consequences we may feel 
" from that injurious act, into your proper com 
'■ dcratiott." 



-V. .5. The words iii italics arc those anima 
verted upon in the following address ; and are print- 
ed in that manner, to be more easily distinguished, 
and referred to bv the reader. 
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ADDRESS, 8cc. 



OENTLEMEN, 

■ i AM a North'. AmericanT, and my intention js 
m addressing. y<Mi at present, to answer so much 
of alate letter from. you to your agent in London^ 
as casts unmerited censure on my countrymen. — 
After this declaration, as you entertain such unfa- 
vourable, sentiments of the " popular fury" on 
this continent, I presume you expect to be 
treated with all ^e excess of passion natural to a 
rude people. You are mistakenv I am of their 
opinion, who- think it almost as infamous, to dis-. 
grace a good cause by illiberal language, as. to. 
betray it by unmanly timidity, _ Complaints may 
be made with dignity ; insults retorted with deoen-. 
cy ; and violated eights vindicated without violence 
of words. 

Yon have- nothing therefore to apprehend from 
9ie, gentlemen^ but such reflectionji. on your con- 



!uct, as way tend to rouse that remorse m yoi 
■ which always nriics m the minds of ingenuous peri 
rfions, when they find that thty have wounded b) 
^thcir rash calumnies, the honor of those who meril 
, their highest esteem, iheh- warmest praises. 

I Ksow there are hi the island oT Barb adoesi 
many men of sense, spirit, and virtue ; and there 
iforc I choose to consider }ou rather in the charac 
ter of such, whose understanding, resolution, and 
integrity, have been drug-ged by some pemiciou 

Eidraft into a slumber, than of those, who with irre- 
;tricvable depravity, want all the qualities requisi 
to make them serviceable to their countrymen, 
just to others. 
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Had I only heard, gentlemen^ that you had called 
tlie behaviour of these colonies, a "rebelli^ 
oirs oprosiTioH given to authority," I shouW 
have thoug'ht it a vain attempt, to aim at convinc- 
ing you, how unjustifiable an aspersion that espres- 
sion contained ; because I should immediately hav^H 
concluded, that you were so ignorant of the rights 
of British subjects, and so insensible of all concei 
On the invasion of those rights, that any man wh( 
should endeavour to shew you your error, would 
engage in as unpromising a project, as if he should 
think to communicate an idea of sound to the deaf, 
or of colour to the blind. 
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When I 'read your letter, however, with' 
agreeable surpri ze I ohserxxd, that you, at the samtl 
time you have made the attack, have laid the imm' 
dation of a. defence for my countrymen. Permil 
me to erect the superslnictiire, though I had mud 
rather sec it built by more skilful hands- 

You aclinowled(;;e, the'* burthen of the taxc 
*' imposed by the Stamp Act, to be oppressive i: 
"■ all its parts i'''' that you are thereby not ont 
" loaded with a charge more than is proporlione 
" to your circumstances, but deprived also of 
•* pritiilege^ which renders the oppression beyon, 
*■■ measure grievous:" that you ** see two of th 
*' most important objects, trade and justice 
** crouehlng under the load of the new duties 
** and by the manner in which these duties hav 
" been imposed, find too the vjost valuable of alt 
" your civil rights and liberties sinking along wit, 
'* tJjem," 
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You say that if you '* arc to be subject to the 
*■' power of the parliament of Great. Briiaijt^ \t 
•' your internal taxes, you must always be liabli 
•* to impositions, that have notliing but the wil3 
'' or THE iMTOSEBS to dircct them in the mei 
** sure." With what consistency you afterward^ 
hesitate, and " cannot say," whether the prtvile^ 
of taxing yourselves^ excIusiveJy belongs to you," 



( no ) 



or talk of a " seemikc hirtb-nglH:,''' \ will Icav*! 
to be determined by yourselves, or the agent t^j 
whose ** good judgment and discretion," you uit 
such strange, 1 had almost said '* humble submissi 
^*' ion," *• refer"' your most important affairs,] 
However your sentiments soon veer about agaiojl 
and yo\i speak of " an inextimctblf blessing ofsoci-\ 
" cry ;''^ of ^^ old and "aaluabk r'lgbis ;'''' and evei 
ha:;ard the hardy appellation of " smre. decrees*' 

>/^\Vhen it is so evident that all these assertions] 
arc equally true with regard to yourselves, ai 
*' your fellow. subjects on the northern continent, ''j 
It affords no slight cause of amazement, to see ii 
the same letter that contains these assertions, tli 
Opposition to those confessedly destructive mea- 
sures, branded as " rebellious." Wherefore 
this needless stroke against your *' felloTV-sub- 
•' jecls.'" Could not your " principle of lo3'[il[y" sink., 
you to a satisfactory depth of humiliation, unlesaj 
you flung yourselves down with such a rage ofl 
prostration, as to spatter iill around you ? W^s tiotj 
your surrender of " ih.e most valuabls of all rights 
'* and liberiies,''* sufliciently completed by your 
declaration, that you " could not positively] 
*' sATjyoH lacre inihled to ihern^''^ witliont reproach-J 
ing those who have the misfortuneof differing so 
widely from you in their sentiments, that they hadj 
^rather die than make such a declaration .' 



I 



m 






( 111 ) 

.'oiir *' charter," gemkmcn 
occasion, is but weakening the cause, by reiving on 
false aids. Your opinion, on this head seems to 
be borrowed from the doctrine of the unhappy 
*Stuam. They thought, or pretended to think, all 
the liberties of the subject were mere favours gram 
fc<l by charters from the crown. Of conscqiienc 
'all claims of liberties not expressly mentioned in 
those charters, were re^rdcd as invasions of the 
prerogative, which according to them, was a po^va^B 
vested in the printe, tbey could tioc teJl /joWt for U'^^ 
better puriiose, than to do as he pleased. But 
T\ hat said die nation ? They asserted, that the royal 
charters were decliirations but not ^i/ij of liber- 
tics, made as occasions required^ on those poim 
in which they were most necessary, without en 
fneraling the rest; and that the prerogative was 
wcr vested in cne for the benefit of all. 



KtNCS or parliaments could not give tlic rights 
essential to bappinas, as you confess those invaded 
by the Stamp Act to be. We claim them from a 

higher source from the Ring of kings, and 

Lord of Ldl the earth. They are not annexed to 
us by parchments and seals. They are created in 
us by the decrees of Providence, which cstabli 
Ihc laws of our nature. They are born with, us 
exist with us ; and cannot be taken from us by an 
hnjiian pokier, without taking our lives. In short 
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they are founded on the Immulable maxims of rea 
son and justice. It would be an insult on the divmeJ 
Majesty to say, that he has given* or allowed any 
man or body of men a right to m^ke me misefa^h. 
If no man or body of men has such a rights I have 
a ri^bt 10 be happy. If there can be no happinesa 
without freedom, I have a right to be free. If 1, 
cannot enjoy freedom wUhout security of property, 
I have a right to be thus secured. If my property 
cannot be scciire* in case others over whom I have 
no kind of uiftucnce, may take it from me by taxes, 
under pretence of the public good, and for en- 
forcing their demands, may subject me to arbitrary,, 
expensive, and remote jurisdictions, I have an ex 
elusive rigbt to lay taxes on my own property either 
by myself or tliose I can trust ; of necessity to judge 
in such instances of the public good ; and to be 

exempt from such jurisdictions. But no mgn 

can be secure in his property, who is "liable t 
" impositions^ that h&ve jiotkikc bdt the will 
*' OF THB iMPOSEis to direct them in the mea- 
" sure i" and that make ^^ Justice i<f crouch under 
\^/jeir had.'' 

Tairs you prove, gentlemen, that the fatal aci 
you allude to in tliese expressions, is destructive o{ 
our property, our freedom, our happiness : that it' 
is inconsistent with reason and justice; and suh- 
verave of those sacred rights which God himself 
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from the infinity of his benevolence has bestowed 
U[]ou mankind. 



Yet after these expressed or irtiplied concessi- 
ons, you term the opposition made by my country- 
men to the exticution of this imagination ean- 

not supply me with an epithet equal to my meaning 
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HESELLIOUS.' 



pRAF^ genUimetiy let me not mistake your ni 
tion of *' humble submission to authority." Do 
you maintain, that because the parliament may le- 
gally make sonic laws to bind qs, it therefore may 
legally make any laws to bind us ? Do you assert, 
that where power is constitutionally vested in par- 
ticular persons for certain purposes, the same obedi- 
ence is due to the commands of those persons, when 
they exceed the limits of that power, as when tliey 
are restrained within them? Do you say, that all 
acts of authority are sanctified by the mere pleasure 
of their authors, and thnt " humble submission " is 
due to them, however injurious they may be to 

those over whom they are exercised or that the 

oppressed ought to content themselves with " giv- 
" ing the complexion of your conduct" to 
PALE petitions — and that all other opposition is 
" rebellious.'" 
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Gbejltly I am afraid, that you have published 
to the world too convincing proofs, that you hold 
tliese sentiments; sentiments, which I solemnly 
profess arc so horrible to me, that I cannot wish 
tilt infection of them even to the bitterest eneni, 
of my country. 



a 



Have you considered, genthmen, the importance ' 
of the points to uhicii your political creed may be 
applied ? What is your opinion of the resolution, 
that made the British liberty :md Britisb glory 
blaze out with their brightest lustre ? Had you 
lived in those days of ignorance, with what lucky 
4^s&istance might you have propped up the tottering 
tyrant, by maxims of law tu prove, that kings can 
(h no vfrong ; and texts of scripture to she\\', ti 
submission is due to the powers (bat be! 



'H 



It is as manifest, that the great and good men 
who then placed the throne in the temple of liberty, 
(liftdalned your sentunents, as it is, that if they had 
approved them, vou would not at present enjo)' the 
satisfaction of being ruled by a prince whose virtues 
do honour to his rank. All the happiness 
possess, you owe to the force of the principle, whlc' 
you now reproach ; and j'our professing your reso- 
lution lo persist in an " humble submission" to 
acts that jou expressly say, *' make your oppress- 
*' ion beyond measure grievous," and destroy " die 
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" most valuable of your civil rights and liberties,' 
is dfscrting :md betraying as much as you can, that 
principle, on which the constitution of Grtf^rf-^ri- 
tm is establishecl A principle that has operat- 
ed difftrently among these colonies, as became 
iJiem, irom what it did in that kingdom at the me- 
morable period abovcmentioned not in action^ 

but negatively in a refusal to c<■^ in a matiner de- 
structive to them. 

Let me ^eak plainly. In such a cause to pre- 
varicate or fear, is worse, if possible, tliaji falshood 
or cowardice. Good breeding in private life, or 
good behaviour in public life, can never require a 
deviation from truth or virtue. Our obligation 
to these, is co existent with us, and unchangable. 
No other relation therefore can dissolve or diminish 
the primary, unalterable duty. 

Do you heVicve, gentlcifian., that parliaments ne- 
ver did, or never will do wrong ? Do you profess 
an infaJlibilUy in politics, which you ridicule in 
religion ? If any man should tell the present par. 
liament, they are all-\vise and all-perfect, I am per- 
suaded, it would be esteemed a wretched insult 
both on thcrr understanding and piety. Say they 
are the wisest and justest assembly on earth ; and 
you say right. But human wisdom and human 
justice partake of human frailties- Such is the- 
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}ot of our nature and to bestow the attributes 

of heaven on mortals, who to day are, and to-mor- 
row are not, is the wildness of axlul^tion. 

ScEELV, you cannot persevere in your error. If 
the stfltnp-act, detestable asyou have described 
ir, cannot wake you from dreams of submission, yet 
is there no idea qf danger or distress which your 
fancy can represent to you, tliat you think would 

justify you in something else than petitioning ? 

Have you no " feelings" \^ wl^ich you might be 
tortured a little beyond *' remonstrating V^ I do not 
knovy vj/jat ts dreadful to, yod, nor can I form the 
least guess what would be so : but suppose to your- 
selves an act of parliament commanding you to do 
or suffer something the most dreadful in the world 
-rr-, — to ToiT : something ten thousand times more 

dreadful to you I mean — .—than "oppression 

** beyond measure grievous;'* "crushing justice 
" under insupportable burthens;" or "sinking 
" the most valuable of all civil rights and liber. 

" ties." Whatever that wouU be to you, the 

stamp act is to my countrymen. 

Hebe permit me, gentlemen^ to ask, whether in 
tuch a case you would *' humbly submit," tho' it 
should be in your power effectually to refuse ? To 
make your conduct consistent with the sentiments 
avowed in your letter, you must,-: — r-Would you ? 
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Then, if w'lat we are told of the ancient Cappaif j~.i 
ciana be true, j'ou would exhibit the second iB-j 
stunce since the creation of mankind, of a p-=opla 
choosing to ht sla'ccs. Would you refuse? What, 
then becomes of your ** principle of loyalty," an( 
your " obedience to the laws of your mother coun- 
" try .'" If so, they are only fine words, with 
which you intend to purchase some sort of reputa-, 
tiqn u'ith some sort of people ; you arc then /c?y(T/J 
and obedient^ as you c;ill yourselves, because yoi 
apprcbetid you cannat safely be atberiuise ; and lli< 
pretended virtues you claim, like forced fruits, par- 
lake too strongly of the manure tliat gave thend 
gro^\"th, to afford any agreeable relish. Thusyoii'i 
reduce yourselves to the miserable dilemma oE] 
waking a choice between two of the meanest cha-r] 
racters— of those who would be slaves from incU- 

nation, tho' they pretend to love libertj'^ and of 

those who are dutiful tram fear^ the' they pretend 
to love submission. 



Pah DON me, gentlemen^ if I attribute to you the 
virtue, widely your excessive modesty disclaims^ 
Since you were deterred from reproaching, by the 
cautious consideration, that you could not " re- 
*!' proach ■wniiovT UAJicEit;" I am almost per- 
suaded, that you would prefer refusd to slavery, 
if you were assured, that you could " refuse with- 

*' OUT DANCER." 
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Yor grcadr ioiiirc bk, gemtlaum, if yoa iau* 
ginc from vhat I have said, that I aai doc a hearn- 
friend to mr king, his iUnstricMs {sHiiy. to Great- 
Britain^ or to the conoccikm betvccn her md these 
cc^miea. Is what I am now to saj, I shaU speak 
not only mr own, bat the onirersal scn t hwcius of 
my coanttymen. I am dcroted to rar gncions ao- 
vcfcign, aad his tmly royal house, far prin c ip le and 
afiection. Thej appear to me to hare been caSed 
hf Providence to the tfanme i not to have gained it 
by the least share of the guilt, cr even of die art, 
that has so crftcn exalttd the most nnwoediy la 
the most splendid stations.^— -They have risen 
with brightness upon the world, in dnc course, to 
shed blesungs over mankind ; and all histoiy can- 
not furnish an instance of a family, whose virtues 
have had a nuve auspicious influence oo the hairi- 
ness of men, particularly of their sul^ects. Their 
government does not afiord only gleams of jtn', but 
cheers with a flowing uniformity, except when 
some evil spirit interrupts our felicity — ^But these 
interruptions have never lasted: can never last, 
while jn-inces of the line of Brunswick [weside over 
us. Their amiable qualities arc hereditary ; these 
render, if I may be allowed the expressirai, <mr 
h^>piness hereditary; and I might therefwe be 
justly deemed very deficient io sense or int^rity, 
if it was not among my most ardent ]Mayer&i that 
the sceptre of his domiiuons may be held hf our 




present monarch and his family, till time shall be no 
more. 

As to Great-Britain^ \ glory hi my relation ta 
her. Every drop of blood in my heart is BritUb ; 
and that heart is animated with as warm wishes for 
her prosperity, as her truest sons can form. As 
long as this globe continues moving, may she 
reign over its navigable part ; and may she resem- 
ble the ocean she commands, which recruits with* 
out wasting, and receives without exhausting, its 
kindred streams in every climate. Are these the 
sentiments of disloyalty or disaflcction ? Do these 
sentiments point at independency ? Can you be- 
lieve it t Will you assert it ? I detest the thought 
nitli inexpressible abhorrence, for these reasons ; 
first, because it ivouUi be uuduliful to our sove- 
reig^i ; secondly, because it would be unjust to our 
mother country ; and thirdly, because it would b« 
destructive both to her and to us. 



The British nation is ivise und^^ert^rons. They 
can distinguish between a disgust to government, 
and to the administration of it ; a distinction, which 
bad ministers are continually striving to confound. 
Tbey set up their passions for the interests of their 
king and country ; and then, whoever is offended 
with their conduct, is convicted by a very plain de^ 
duction of ministerial logic, of being an enemy to 
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[Ws king and coiintn-. No farmer dislikes t 

:Bun ; but if it collects such thick clouds as t 

[much intercept its beams, surely the poor man wh 

:cs atl liis hopes sickening and withering, ma; 

'very innocently dislike the gloom, and ivibh tl 

reviving rays may be felt again. The Br'nhb n 

lion aims not at empire over vassals : And mu 

:i am convinced, be better pleased to hearth' 

[children speaking tlie plain language of frccme 

[than muttering the timid murmurs of slaves. C 

ryou believe, gcjitlemen, that they will be betti 

[pleased with the " stile and substance of your 

'*' presentation," tlian with the honest transports of 

' J^vrtb- American breasts, so exactly like what ihey 

[■feel, when they think themselves injured ? If then 

'Is any people whose chLiractcr it is, to submit 

wrongs, basely pretending to prefer the pleasure of 

^those who offer them, to their own -welfare or K 

t*nor, while cowardly hatred and malice lurk ran 

.'ling and " heart-burning" in their bosoms, watcl 

ling;, wishing opportunities of dire revenge, it 

lonjjs not to Britons, or tlieir true sons. Tbfy c 

neither dissemble injuries, nor unreasonably resent 

them. These are vices of little, cruel mini 

Much better, much safer is it for all parties, p 

cularly when we contend with noble spirits, m 

fully to speak what we^ think, and thereby put it i 

their power such will always have it in th 

inclination^— to give us ample satisfaction. 



m 
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know that those who are most sensible of injuries,' 
are most sensible of benefits. There can be no 
friendship between freemen and slaves ; and I have 
the strongest hopes that our mutual aflcction will 
henceforiivard be more cemented than it hitherto 

has been on their part, because we have proved 

ourselves worthy of their esteem ; and on our 
part, because their g;enerosity will excuse the man- 
ner in which we ha^e prcved it. 

Suppose all this continent had imitated your 
example^ and had repeated your doleful, doubtful 
notes, from one end of it to the other : had ac- 
knowledged upon their knees, " that they couid 
*' tiol positiveiy say whether they were intitlcd to 
*' the exemption" they required, was there the 
least probability of their obtaining it? I do notj 
object to the probability, for want of justice or of 1 
affection towards us in our mother country; but for 
want of proper attention, which the artifices of our 
enemies In support of their own darling measures, 
uould always have prevented. 



EvEBY man must remember, how immediately 
nfier the tempest of the late war was laid, another 
storm began to gather over North-America, Every 
wind that blew across the Atlantic, brought with 
it additional darkness. Every act of the adminls. 

voi. I, Q 
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iration seemed calculaled lo produce distress, 

to excite terror. AVe were alarmed we were 

affltcted. Many of our colonies sent home petid. 
ons ; others ordered their agents to make proper 
applicaliotis on their behalf. What was the eflect? 
They were rejected without reading. They could 
uot be presented, '* without breaking through a 
ruie of the bouse.^' They insisted upon a right, 
that, it " was previously determined should not be 
admitted." The language of the ministry uas " that 
ibey would teach the insolent Nonb-Americans, 
the respect due to the laws of their mother coun- 
try." Tbey moved for a resolution "■ that the 
parliament could legally tax us." It was made. 
For a bill — It was framed. I^or its dispatch — It 
was past. The badges of our shimie were prepar- 
ed—too gross^too odiou'S — even in the opinion of i 
tliat qdniinistration, to be fastfued upon us by any 
but AmericanSt Strange delusion 1 to imagine that 
treachery could reconcile us to slavery. They look- 
ed around : they found Americans O Virtue f 

Lhcy found Americans, to tvbom die confidence of; 
their country had coramittcd the guardianship of 
her rights, on wio/H her bounty had bestowed all 
the wreck of her fortunes tould afford, ready- 
to rivet on their native land, the nurse of their 
infancy, the protectrix of iheir youth, the honour* 
eroftlieir manhood, the fatal fetters which tbdr\ 
irifonnaiioH liacl helped to forge. Tbcy were to beJ 
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gratifycd witli part of the plunder in oppresiiive of- 
fices for themselves and their creatures. By ihese^ 
that they mig-ht reap the rewards of their corrupti- 
on, were we ad-\'isei:l — by these, that they mig-ht 
return masters who went out servants', were we 
desired — to put on the chains^ and then with shack- 
led hands to dntdgs in the dark, as well as we 
could, forgetting the iigbt we had lost. ^^ If f 
^^ forget tJjee, let my- right band forget her rrji- 
" ning — if I do not remember ibee^ may my tongue 
" cleave to the r on f of my mouth.'''* 

VViJEW the intelligence of these astonishing; 
things reached America, 

** then flam*d her spirit high.' 



What could she do? send home petitions ao;ain? 
The first had beer\ treated with contempt. "What 

could be expected from a second trial? We 

knew, that the humble petition of meek, pioiis, 
venerable bishops, supplicating for the laws and 
religion of their country, had been called a false 
and seditions libel by a daring administration, who 
were resolved to have no law but their o^vn plca- 

suj^e. i-We knew, that the liberty of our fel- 

low-siibjccts had been lately so boldly invaded^ 
even in otir mother country, in that spot where 
the dignity of the empire may be said more pecuii- 



Hrly to reside, that ibeir oppresao ra were baw&f 

•topped in their rarcer, br the tmhefl Toice of ^ 
injured and offended peopk- We tnew, tfa^^ 
men who dL-:ti}(ncd io oppress u&. befd up to 
whose assistance they were obliged to ns*, 
ooi pretences of immediate advantage, while c%< 
remoter mischief, every disagreeable truth was art- 
full)' concealed from tliera. Thev were persuaded, 
that they were to promote their own interests, 
public interests, by adopting the new-invented 
licy proposed to them. In short we knew, in 
line every tlwiiight and act relating to us, ran. AU 
waa arliiLrury, rigid, threatening, dreadful. What 

rcsnurct- had we ? We wondered and wept -'^^^ 

laM, imploring the divine protection, and appealtn^^ 
to the lirhhh goodness, we were driven by appre- 
hension and aiAiction into a conduct, that might 
justly have rendered us to the humane, rather ob- 
jects of pilj', thjin resentment ; but which you. gen.^ 
ihmeTtyHrc pleased to call a *' rebellious oppositii 
to authority." 



IIoii) much farther these colonics might hav< 
[one ; hovi much farther it would have been pro- 
icr for iheni to go, I will not pretend to say. Il 
■confine myself entirely to your state of the caseJ 
and to their behaviour in that case. My soul sickJ 
ens at the scenes that obtrude themselves on mj 
imagination, while I reflect on what might have 
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happened. My attention turns with unspeakable 

pleasure to those brighter prospects now * opening 

on my countiy, and the approaching times, ivheu 

thro' the mercy of Almjghtv God, to whom 

iscribed everlasting ghwy, the inhabitants of tlte 

Lcolonies, animated with sentiments of tlie most p 

feet gratitude, confidence, affection, and Yeneratio: 

■justly heightened by the engaging clemency of oi 

L*tmiable sovereign, and the endearing tendcrne 

of our excellent mother countr}", shall be diligen 

and delightfully employed in demoTistrating* tii 

ihey are not unwortliy of the blessings bestowed 

upon thcra. Grcai-Brtiain has been long dis 

guished she must be now perpetually celebn 

ted, for her moderation. This is her peculiar praise? 
Other states have been as great in arms ; as learned 
in arts ; but none ever equalled her in moderati 
a virtue, and the parent of virtues. 
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I AM very sorry that these colonies had any rea- 
son given them to think they were right in going 
so far as they lately did : yet tlio' many things have 
been done, ibm I sincerely wish had not been 
<lone, I should be glad to know what particular part 
of their conduct has provoked you to issue, if I 
may use one of your expressions, so " severe 

decree" against them. 

•The news of the STAMP Acrbcmg rep-calcd, arrived while iIiIb piece *■ 
in the pms. 




Did the resolutions made by their several assem- 
blies ill vinciicalion of tlieir rights, deserve such 
censure ? You grant they were founded on trul 
and justice. Can it be criminal to maintain these 
Perhaps you think they were guilty, in formin| 
and persisting in their universal determination n( 
to use stamped papers* as they were commanded ti 
do. No man can be blqmet! for doing any thinj 
■which if he had not done, he must have committcl 
a worse action. Remember the opinion you hav< 
expressed of the liberties for wliich tliesc colonit 
were struggling. Had they accepted tlie stamped 
papers, they would not only have betrayed thcmi^H 
selves, and you, whose prosperity Ihey wish froiti^^ 
a generosity of temper, of which they hope you will 
hereafter give them more agreeable proofs tlianyou 
have yet done, but they would also have basely be 
ti'ayed ages yet unborn, to a condition that woule 
have rendered tlieir birth a curse. You think " i 
" memorial or memorials" would have rclievec 
them, if they had '' humbly submitted;" that is,^ 
that injuries ihat could not be prevented by a rc-^ 
^&rd to justice, liberty and the happiness of miUi; 
ons, might be redressed by well-penned petitions.' 
No ! The right would have been surrendered bj 
our act a precedent would have been establish- 
ed by our acquiescence, for perpetual sertsHiiy.^ 
Where would the demands of ministers, where 
would the miseries of America have stopped ? 




I BELIEVE your island and its neighbours have 
been more fortunate in " memorialising" than this 

continent, Had we any reason to espect relie: 

from the conduct proposed ? Has any thing hap- 
pened since, to shen that we should have succeed 
ed by it? Let any person consider the speech 
lately made in parliamentT and the resolutions sal 
to be made there, notwithstanding the convulsio 
occasioned through the BrUisb empire^ by X\\ 
epposhiou of these colonies to the stamp act, an 
he may easily judge what would have been thel 
situation, in case they had bent down and humbl 
taken up the burden prepared for them. Wh 
■would have been their fate, since they have opp 
scd, if one man the victor of his country's foreij 
and domestic foes, had not by his wisdom and 
virtue^ checked the r:ige that deception might art- 
^^fefiilly have kindled in the most honest and humane 
people upon earth, heaven alone can tell. 




Whew the exclusion bill was depending in th 
house of commons, col. Titus made this sho; 

speech ^" Mr. speaiter, I hear a lion roaring in 

' ' die lobby. Shall we secure the door, and keep 
*' him there: or shall we let him iin, to try if 



] 



*' can turn him out again.*' 
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Can it be possible, ^enr/fmc/i, tliiitour stopping 
on this continent the importation of g-oods from 
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Crcat-BrrraWy faas brought your resentment upon 
us ? If it hiSy it is the first time that industry and 
Trugality have met with such hard judges. 



Ill- 

I 



The only thing I can think of besides, which 
might induce you to treat my countrymen as ydj 
have done, is the behaviour of the mobs composed 
of the lower ranks of people in some Jexu of tlie 
colonies, to those who wtrre favourers of the stamp 
act — —But surely that could not produce ^o^erie^ 
m/an accusation of *' your fellow-subjects on tl 
" northern continent." It was indeed a very im- 
proper way of acting; but may not these agoni? 
of minds nol quite so po/islwd as yaur own, be 
some measure excused ? if as the absolute monarcl 
of Judetiy said " oppression maketh a wise man 
*' mad;" and if as the loyal committee of corres- 
pondence in Barbadoes says, "■ the subversion of 
ju9tice" and " the most valuable of all civil rights 
** and liberties" is "-oppression beyond measure 
*' grievous." It is needless to dwell longer on this 
head ; but if you choose to inquire into the circum- 
stances of every mob that lias happened here, takll|| 
ing for granted that the stamp-act is constituti- 
onal, I believe even you, on cool consideratioi 
would not term any ofthem a rebellion. 



1 



Upon the whole, I acknowledge, that a regard 
to themselves, has influenced the inhabitants of 





these colonies ; but it was not a regard void of ine 
truest loyalty to their king, the wannest affection^ the 
profoundesT veneration, for /i^'iVparcnt country. If 
my father, deceived and urged on by bad or weak 
men, should offer me a draught of poison, and tell 
me it would be of service to me, should I be unduti- 
ful, if, knowing what it is, 1 refuse to drink it ? or if 
inflamed by passion, he should aim a dagger at my 
heart, should I be undutlful, if 1 refuse to bare my 
breast for the blow ? Or should I act like a man in 
his senses, if I swallow the dose or receive the 
stroke, in expectation that those who prompted or 
provoked my father to the action, would afterwards 
give me a certain antidote or balsam— — especially, 
if they would probably get a large part of my 
estate .' I will beg leave to trouble you, gentlemen^ 
ivitli one more comparison. If a fortune of im- 
mense value comes Into my possession by being 
settled on me,^ as the lawful son of my father, which 
till then had been held solely by him, and my ene- 
mies should persuade my excellent parent to at. 
tempt to bastardize me, and take the whole into 
his hands again, I not having the lea&t prospect of ^| 
happiness widiout it, and he not having the least " 

occasion for it should I be undutiful, if after 

endeavouring by intreaties to prevent his proceed- ^\ 

ings, 1 carefully record all the proofs of my being ^| 

legitimate, stop the circulation of all false vouchers 
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to the contrary, decline the correspondence of tho; 
who join with him, and even break the head of a 
man, who slanders my honour and my title^ by 
spreading an opinion that I ara basely born .'' With 
how much less reason will the charge of unduliful- 
iicss be made against mc, if I have regularly ad- 
vanced for my father all such sums as he has from 
time to time required, and have assured him by my 
professions and behaviour, that he shall have ail the 
profits of the estate, allowing me a comfortable 
maintenance, if he will suifer it to continue in vay 

possession and all the world knows, that by a 

condition annexed to this estate, I cannot part wit, 
'it, without acknowledging myself to be a bastar 



it^ 
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To conclude genilemen ■■! know none of 

you ; not even one of your names. I mean no per- 
sonal reflections in this address. I detest them. 
if you should take any thing I have said, so much 
in that way, as to feel uneasiness Q"om it, I shall be 
very sorry. Neither do I intend any reflections on 
your country, tho' you represented her when you 
attacked mine. I always detested these loose asper- 
sions, that ever give most pain to bosoms that hon- 
our and delicacy have rendered most sensible ; and 
this detestation has been gready increased, since, 
within these few years, we have seen such loads of 
obloquy tlirown upon a * nation, whose magni 

* The ScoU. 
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mity in bearing them, will be sufficient I hope, to 
procure them the esteem of those, who have been 
so much blinded by passion^ as to deny it to their 
other numerous virtues and accomplishments. Your 
island is respectable. Your private characters may 
be amiable ; but in a puUic capaci^, you have 
cast a most high and unprovoked censure on a gal- 
lant, generous, loyal people. You have propagated 
a set of sentiments, and have promoted a tenor of 
conduct, that may be hurtful to the cause of free- 
dom. I have engaged with too unequal arms per- 
haps to oppose you j but to fail in such a contest, 
will afford me some kind of pleasure. I wish you 
every blessing that men can enjoy-r-and as a foun- 
dation and security of all the rest, I wish you a true 
love of liberty. 

A NORTHAMERICAN. 



THE 



FARMER'S LETTERS 



TO THE 



INHABITANTS 



OF THE 



BRITISH COLONIES. 



F&lMTtB AT rHILADELFBIA, I?)}/. 



The farmer's lettehs in this collection^ 
published from the Fhgiuia edition of them 
1769, the only copy the editors have been able to 
procure. The preface to that edition, is believed. 
to have been written by Richard Henry Lct^ after- 
wards president of congress. 



la May ^ 1768, Dr. Franklin had tlic letters re- 
printed in London^ and in a preHice strongly recom- 
mended them to the attention of the public. In 
that preface he says, " As I consider our fellow 
*' subjects of America as reasonable creatures^ I 
" cannot but be astonished, that since there ap- 
*' pears to be an extreme diversity of sentiment, 
** between us and them, concerning the power of 
** parliament to impose taxes in America, there 
" has not been aiiy address made to their reason : 
*^ that none of our able and learned writers has at- 
*' tempted to convince them that they are in the 
" wrong, by clearly proving^, either by the common 
" bw of nations, or by the terms of their funda- 
•' mental constitutions» that they are subject to be 
** taxed by our parliament, (hough they bane no 

rtpresentatizcs in it. 




'• O-v the contrary, as often as any news arrives 
of the discontents in America, there is but one 

cry ** vie must send an army^ or afieei^ and 

reduce them to reason.*^ 
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•* It is said of a choleric people, that with the 
it is but a vjord and a bhvi. I flatter mys 
that Great-Britain is not so choleric, and that 
she will never go so far as to strike her colonies, 
or if she should ever think herself obliged to go 
so far, nt least that the ixord will precede t 
i/ow, and that she will speak reason to them. 
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*• To do this clearly, and with the greatest ap- 
pearance of success, in dissipating their prejudi- 
ces and rectifying their errors, if they have any, 
it is necessary to be informed, %3bat are their 
prejudices and errors ,- and before being able to 
refute them, or to admit tlieir reason or their 
guments, it is assuredly needful to know them-j 




" It is ivith this -s itw, that I propose to re-pri 
" here the following letters, lately published in 
•' America— —^nA I hope their publication will 
" draw forth a satisfactory answer, if they can be 
'* answered. In that case, I shall have acco 
'* plished my object, &c.'- 
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In 1769, they were translated into French^ and 
|iubUshed at Paris^ 

To ifhew how those letters were received on this 
continent, it may be suf&cient to insert the follow- 
ing address, selected out of many, from news- 
}]apers publislied at tiie time. 
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BOSTON, March «, 1768. 

At a tnerting of thr frcrliulilcrs and other rnhabilaiits of thit town 
met at FantuIUHall, on Hondaj- the 14th nift. for tlie choice 
of town ofliccrs for the ensuirg year, upon a motion made, and 
■econded, it was voted that the THANKS of the town be given 
to the ingenloua AUTKORof a course of letters piibliflied at Phi- 
ladelphia, and in this place, figiiud A FARMER ; wherein the 
righlsof the American subjects are clearly stated, andfully vindi- J 
csied; and Dr. Benjaniiii Church, "John Hancoct^ Esq. -j-Mr. 
Samuel Adams, {Dr. Joseph Wairen, and John Rowe, Esq. 
Were appointed a eomoiiiltee lo prepare andpublisha letter a£j 
thanks acc^ordingly. 

^^i:t«^ 

March 24. 

Jft an atijovmmttU tf iht merliag of ihe fffihalders and oshrr inha' 
thanit qJ ihii totuiif iLi faUoiulng ieltir lutas reporltd hy ih: commitUe 
CpftHUUa jet that purpaigj v'n- 

To the ingenious attthor of certain patriotic let- 
ters, subscribed A FARMER. 

MUCH RESPICTED SIRl 

W HEN the rights and liberties of the numer- 
ous and loyal inhabitants of this extensive conti- 
nent are in imminent danger — when tlie invcterat 

*" John Hancock, aftcrwuds jtresiJeoi of cn-n^eia, and geveroor of 

■achureti*. 

I Samuel Adams, aftcrwatds matntier of congreeB, and go-vtxnor erf Ma 
nchuuctB. 

t JoMpli Waned, afterwud* geucml ff^rrrm, who fell flnrifjutly fig^hti 
for the iibertu;! of his coiuitrrr >» the crti mcDianiLle battle of BuhIlictV 
HUI. 



s of tlicse colonies are not more assiduou 
to forge fetters for them, than diligent to delude 
the people, and zealous to persuade them to an inf 
dolent acquiescence. At this alarming period* 
when to reluct is deemed a revolt, and to oppo& 
such measures as are injudicious and destructive 
is construed as a formal attempt to subvert ord 
and government ; when to reason is to rebel ; an4 
a. ready submission to the rod of power, is solici 
ed by tlie tenders of place and patronage, or urg' 
by the menace of danger and disgrace : It is 
YOU, worthy srs t that America is obliged, for 
most seasonable, sensible, loyal aiid vigorous vi 
dication of her invaded rights and liberties : It is 
YOU the distinguished honour is due ; that when 
many of the friends of liberty were ready to fear iti 
utter subversion ; armed ivith truth, supported h 
the immutable laws of nature, the common inheri 
ance of man, and leaning on the pillars of the Bri- 
tish constitution ; you seasonablj- brought your al 
opposed impending ruin^ awakened the most ind 
[lent and inactive to a sense of danger, rcanima 
^the hopes of tliose, who had before exerted the 
selves, in the cause of fi'eedom, and instructed 
America in the best means to obtain redress. 
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Nob is this western world alone indebted to you' 
wisdom, furtitude and patriotism; Great- Britain 
io may be confirmed by you, that to be truly 



It and succcsslbl. she must be just : that to op- 
press America^ is to violate her own honours, di 
feat her brightest prospects, niid contract hei^ 
spreading empire. 

h To such eminent worth and virtwe, the inhabit 
ants of the town of Boston, the capital of the pro< 
vincc of the Massacbusctcs-Bayy in full to\Tn meet^ 
ing assembled^ express their earliest gratitude : ac 
tuattw! themselves bv the same generous principles,-^ 
which appear with so much lustre in your useful h 
bours, thev will not fail warmly to recommend, ani 
industriously to promote that union among the seJ 
vera! colonics, which is so indispensably necessary 
for the security of the whole. 

TirorcH such superior merh must assuredly, 
the closest recess, enjoy the divine satisfaction 
having served, and possiblv saved this people 
though veiled from our view, you modestly shui 
the deserved applause of millions ; permit us to in- 
trude upon your retirement, and salute the FAR-] 
MER, as the fricmf of AmericanSy and the com-J 
TOon bencfacior of mankind. 



The above letter was read, and imanimouslv 
cepted by the town, and ordered to be published! 
in ihc several ncus-papers. 

Attest. WII.LIA^I COOPER, Town-CUrk. 
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FROM THE BOSTON GAZETTE. 

70 THE PRINTERS. 

Vm art Jeilrci It pMiA tU htOtioL Tmn, A VARMER. 

GEMTLEMEN, 

XT is impossible for me to express the reveren- 
tial gratitude, with which I receive the very great 
honour, you have been pleased to confer upon mc 
by your late letter. 

Th e rank' of the town of Boston, the wisdom of 
her counsels, and the spirit of her conduct, render, 
in my opinion, the approbation of her inhabitants, 
inestimable ; and therefore I shall ever place this 
testimony of it, among the chief blessings of my 
life. 

Love of my country engaged me in that attempt, 
to vindicate her rights, and assert her interests, 
which your generosity has thought proper so high- 
I3- to applaud ; and if my humble labours prove use- 
ful to the good people of these colonics — A glory ! 
beyond which my ambition never wished to rise — 
I am persuaded that this happy effect must Bow 
from the influence and lustre bestowed upon them 
by your favourable notice. 

Never, till my heart becomes insensible of all 
■worldly things, will it become insensible of the 
unspeakable obligations, which as an American I 
owe to the inhabitants of the province of Massa- 
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vcbusetts-Bay^ for the vigilance with wlilcli the] 
larc watched over, and the mag^najiimily wil 

Ewhiehthcy have maintained tjie liberties of th 
British colonics on this continent. 

May the same sacred zeal for the common wel 
ire, the same principles of loyalty to our excellenl 
sovereign, of affection to his illustrious house^ au« 
of duty to our beloved parent kingdom, which hai 
.uniformly actuated and guided your colony,, anii 

ite and direct every other, so that at length tha 
union of sentiments and measures may be firmly 
formed, which as you, gentlemen, most justly ob-i 
serve, " is so indispensably necessary for the scci 
" rity of the whole." 



Amongst my warmest wishes these will ever 
— that the province of Massacbttsetts-Bay 
rejoice in a perpetual prosperity ; that the town 
Boston may always flourish with a dignity becoming 
itlie capital of so vcrj^ respectable a state ; that the 
Lpurity of her intentions, the prudence of her designs, 
aiid the vigour of her actions, may constantly co: 
ifaund the machinations of her enemies ; and ih; 
the virtues of her present inhabitants may be trans- 
mitted down from age to age, that so t'le lat' 
josterity in these colonies, may never want far 
ful guardians a^ American freedom. 

PeiintyhMBia, jtjirH II, I76B. 



nsa 

i 




LETTERS 



FROM A 



FARMER. 



LETTER I. 



MV DEAR COUNTRYMEN, 

I AM a farmer^ settled, after a VfLrietj? of for- 
tunes, near the banks of the river Deiaivare, in the 
province of Pennsyhania. I received a liberal '■ 
education, and have been engaged in the busy 
scenes of life ; but am now convinced, that a man 
may be as happy without* bustle, as with it. My 
farm is small ; my servants are few, and good ; 1 
have a little money at interest ; I wish for no more ; 
tny employment in my own affairs is easy ; and 
■with a contented grateful mind, undisturbed byi 
worldly hopes or fears, relating to myself, I am 
completing the number of days allotted to me by ; 
Di-vine goodness. 



( i44 

Beinc generally master of my time, I spend 
frood deal of it in a library, which 1 think the mc 
'valuable part of my snuill estate; and being a< 
C|uuintccl with tivo or three gumlcmtn of abiliti* 
iind Ityrntng, uhu honour me with ihcir friendshii 
[t have acquired, I believe, a greater knowledge 
[history, and the laws and constitution of my coui 
flry, than i& generally attained by men of my clas 
'many of them not being so fortunate as i have bee 
[4a Uie opiJorluiiities of i^eiiing information. 

Fkom my infancy I was taught by my honoured 
/ parents to love humanity and Ubiriy. Inquiry ^^H 
fxptricnce have since eonlirraed my re-\erence fo^^ 
ihc Icsiion^ then given me, by convincing me mo 
fully of tlu-ir truth and excellence. Benevolen 
towards mankind, excites wisihes for their welfare, 
|:aiid sueh wishes endeiu- the means. of fulfiling the 
^bese can be found In liberty only, and therefi 
ICr sacrtd cause ought to be espoused by eve 
*inan, on every occuiion, lotUe utmost of his pou 
FAs a charitable, but poor person does not withho 
'his mii€^ because he cannot relieve oil the distress 
[of tlic miserable^ so should not any honest man sup 
^press his sentiments concerning ficedont, hoHt 
^■ttinall their influence is likely to be. Perliaps 
niiiy touch some wZ'Ct/,"! that will have an 
jreatcr than he could reasonably expect . 



Pepe. 



L 




ny sentiments, 
to offer to you, my countrymen, 
some latetrgiisactions, that appear to me to be of the 
utmost importance to you. Conscious of my own 
defects, I have ivaitec) some time, in expectation of 
seeing the subject treated by persons mucli better 
qualified for the tasV ; but being therein disap- 
pointed, and apprehensive that longer delays will be 
injurious, I venture at length to request the attei 
tion of the public, praying;, that these lines may b< 
read with the same zeal for the happiness of Britisi 
^mericGy with which they were writicn. 

With a good deal of surprize I have obscrvct 
that little notice has been taken of an act of parliaq 
mcnt, as injurious in its pFinciple to the liberties 
these eolonics, as the siamp act was : I mean th< 
act for suspending the legislation of Ndmj-2'orM. 



The assembly of that government complied with 
a former act of parliament, requiring certain provi-^B 
sions to be made for the troops in America^ in cverj^^ 
particuhu, I think, except the articles of salt, pep^_ 
per, and vineg-ar. In my opinion they acted impru-fl 
dently, considering all circumstances, in not com- 
plying' so far as would have given satisfaction, £i9|H 
several colonies did : But my dislike of their con- 

vni.. I. T 
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iuct in that instance, has not blinded me so mtiel 
thai I cannot plainly perceive, that they have be< 
punished in n manner pernicious to American 
dbm, and justly alarming 1o all the colonies. 



i 



If the British parliament hiis a legal authority 
issue an order, that we shall furnish a single arti 
^for th« troops here, aj^d to compel obedience; to f, 
arder, they have the same right to issue an order 
for us to supply those troops with arms, clothes, 
and every necessary ; and to compel obedience to 
tliat order also ; in short, to lay any burthens they 
please upon us. What is this but taxing us at a 
ecrtahi sum, and leaving to ii& only the manner 
raising it : How is this mode more tolerable than 

Wxc stamp act? Would that act have appe 

more pleasing- to Americans^ if being ordered ther 
by to raise the sum total of the taxes, the mighty 
privilege had been left to them, of saying h( 
much should be paid for an instrument of writing 
paper, and how much for another on parchment ?' 



;ar^^ 

i 



Ax act ofpatliament, commanding usto do a cc 
tain thing, if it has any validity, is a fax upon 
for the expence that accrues in complying with 
and for this reason, I believe, every colony on 
continent, that chose to give a mark of their re- 
spect for Gri'^fJ?;';;^///, in complying with the act 
relating to the troops, "cautiously avoided tlte men- 
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tlon of that act, lest their conduct should be attri-' 
buted to its supposed obligation. 

The matter being thus stated, the assembly of I 
Neiu-Tork either had, or had not, a right to refuse! 
submission to that act. If they had, and I imagine^ 
no American will say they had not, then the parlia-l 
ment had no right to compel tliem to execute it. I 
If they had not ibh ri^ht^ they had no right toj 
punish them for not executing it ; and therefore tio\ 
rrg-i? to suspend their IcgiHlation, which is a pu- 
nishment. In fact, if the people of Neuj-Tork, can-J 
not be legally taxed but by their own representa- ' 
tives, they cannot be legally deprived of the privi- 
lege of legislation, only for insisting on that exclu- 
sive privilege of tastition. If they may be lc:g;ally 
Oeprived in sucli a case, of the privilege of legis-' 
iation, why may they not, with equal reason, be' 
deprived of every other privilege? Or why may' 
not every colony be trciitcd in the same manner, 
'.vhen any of them sIkiII dare to deny their atisent to 
any impositions, that shall be directed f Or what 
signifies the repeal of tlie sliwip aft^ if these colo- 
nies arc to lose their other privileges, by not tamely ' 
Eun'cndering thai of la.sation,' 



There is one consideration arising from this sus- 
pension, which is not generally attended to, but' 
shews its importance very clearly. It was not nc 
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fes-fcrry that this suspension should be caused 
an act of parliament. The crown might have 
strained the governor of JVe-m-J'ork^ even from call- 
ing the assembly together, by its prerogative in the 
toyal governments. This step, I suppose, would 
have been taken, if the conduct of the assembly 
of Neixi-Tark had been regarded as an act of diso- 
bedience to the croivn alone ; but il is regUrdcd*as 
an act of f " disobedience to the authority of the 
British legislature." This gives the suspension 
a consequence vastly more affecting. It is a pi 
liamentary assertion of the supreme anthority of 
the British legislature over these colonies, in the 
point of taxation^ and is intended to compel iVeiD- 
Tork into a submission to thzrt-airthorit)'. It seems 
therefore to me as much a violation of the liberties 
of the people of that province, and consequently 
of all these colonies, as if the parliament had sent 
a number of regiments to be quartered upon them 
till they should comply. For it is evident, that 
the suspension is meant as a comptdsicn : and the 
TneMj;;/ of compelling is totally indilTerent. It is 
indeed probable, that the sight of red coats, and 
the sound of drums, would have been most alarm- 
ing ; because people are generally more influenced 
by their eyes and ears, than by their reason. But 
whoever seriously considers the matter, must per- 



f Sertticact cf luipciutloii- 



I 



ceive, that a dreadful stroke is aimed at tlie liberty^ 
of tliese colonies. I say of these colonies ; for the 
cause of one is the cause of all. If the pai'liamenti 
may lawfully deprive iVfuj-Tor/tof any of /ier rights^ 
it may deprive any, or all the other colonies oi 
jAfiV rights ; and nothing can possibly so much 
encouratj^e such attempts, as a mutual inattention 
to the interests of each other. To divreltf, and tbus 
to destroy^ is the first political masim in attacking 
those, who are powerful by their union. He cer-' 
tainly is not a wise man, who folds his arms, and 
reposes himself at home, viewing, with unconcern, 
the fiamcs that have Invaded his neighbour's house, 
without using any endeavours to extinguish thcm.j 
^Micn Ml'. Hampdeti\ ship-money cause, for tbrci 
shUi'tngs and four pcnce^ was tried, all the people] 
of England, with anxious expectation, interestet 
themselves in the important decision ; and I'vhentlit 
slightest point, touching the freedom of one colony] 
is agitated, I earnestly wish, that a.!i tbe rcsi may, 
v'ith equal ardour, support their sister. Very 
much may be said on this subject ; but I hope, 
more at present is unnecessary. 



With concern I have observed, that tvro assem- 
blies of this province have sat andiidjourned, with- 
out takhig any notice of this act. It may perhaps 
be asked, what would have been proper for them 
to do .' I am by no means fond of infliimmatoryj 
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measures ; 1 detest them. I should be sorry diat 
any thin^ should be done, which might justir dis- 
please our sovereign, or our mother country- : but 
it firm, modest exertion of a free spirit, should 
never be wanting on public occasions. It appears 
to me, that it would have been sufficient for the 
assembly, to have ordered our agents to represent 
to the l;ing*s ministers, their sense of the suspend- 
ing act, and to pray for its repeal. Thus we should 
have borne our testimony against it; and might 
ihurerorc reasonably expect that, on a like occasion, 
wc might receive the <iame assistance from the other 
colonies. 

Concordia res parva crescunt. 
Small things grow great by concord 

A FARMER. 

t No'oember 5. 1767. 



f The day <f^ King William the Tfiird'a landing. 
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LETTER IT. 



MV DEAR COUNTK.YMEN, 

X HERE is another late act of parliament^ 
ivliii* appears tome to be unconstitutional, and as] 
dc-strtictive to the liberty of these coionies, as that] 
mentioned jn my last letter; that is, the act fot 
granting the duties on paper, glass, ^c. 



The parliament unquestionably possesses a legal 
authority to regidutc the trade of Gnat-Brilalu, 
and all her colonies. Such an authority is essential 
to the relation between a mother country and her 
colonies ; and necessary for tlie conimon good of 
all. He, «lio considers these provinces as states 
distinct from the British ^Tripirc^ has very slender 
r\o\\ons Q^ justice^ or of their interests. We are 
but parts of a ivbole ; and therefore there must 
exist a power somewhere to preside, and preserve 
the connection in due order. This power is lodg- 
ed in. the parliament ; and wc are as much depen- 
dent on Great-Britain, as a perfectly free people 
can be on another. 






I HAVE looked over cxcry statute relating to 
these colonics, from their first settlement to thi^ 
time ; and I find every one of them founded on ih": 




( 



1.12 



) 



i>pnncii: 



ilc^ till the stamp-act atlmini^itratiaii.* 

are calculated to regulate trade, and 

serve OT promote a nmtually beneficial intercourse 

-between tlie several constituent parts of the empir<;^H 

and though many of them imposed duties on trade, 

yet those duties were always imposed itiz/j design 

to restrain the commerce of one part, that was in- 

[ jurious to another, and thus to promote the general 

rss'elforc. The raising a revenue thereby was never 

intended. Thus the king, by his judges in his 

courts of justice, imposes fines, whieh all together 



per ih? faii«ra?t?on nf the re^idcr, iccitala fiom ihe Former acta of psrlia-' 
f tel-ufrng to these colonies are addeJ- By compaiing these with the 
dcrn atts, lie will prrceivc their grt:»t dillcrcnte in eificiiim and ialcntiiiB. 



1 



Tlie ilLh C&arla, chap. iS, which forms che routidaiian of chc Uws ri 

ia^Co or trade, by enscting that certain proiEuftions oJlIi^ rolDniesaliaiild Ik 
(arried » £rglimJ only, and (hit no gncda shall be imparieiJ Trinn tli*! plnutj- 
tions but in shjpa helonglng Co Ea^imjy Irtiamly IVaUs, BinLkt, n-r thc^i'jfl<j- 

tjnn'j tP*!".' begins thus : " Fbi- ilr^ Incfmir 0/ li''Pf'>i^t iinJ rnc^iira^fmcni oflh 

" •vi^etiaii eflbii jta/JMi.whcreln, under tlie gwwl providciiDC and piotecEioo 
" GO/lkth&irealLhi Ji7/?(jr ladaticngthof chii. kingdom 19 u much coni 
" cd," Es't. 

The ijlh Cbrrlti II, chap. 7. enfiirdrig the rame regnhtioiij aMigii* iheie 
reasons for ii, " In regard his majcsry's plantilioiu, lieyond the seas, are inh a- 
" bitcd and peopled by Iiu tulijectsof this his kingdom til En^anJ ; fi>r i^^^ 
'* maJ/it^ininQ a grttiWr mtretpanJenss iir^J iimin^jr trW^'i^rn iht-mj ard Beeping thOI^^^ 
" in a firmer dependence upon, it, and rcndcrinfr iliem yet mur-c beneficial and 
" ailv But age OTIS «nla it, in lic/urihfr tmflvynfm oini i^nnif B/EnglLf!i iLi^fing 
" anJ •tamfK, icM ot Engfiih woel3(^n,ord iiiher msnufaettifes and cotnmnti 
" ik.%. mileriug ibt aa'ci^iitiim U anitfrem l£e jome msma/r apJ clifaJi,anA ^ 
" thii lungdimi a iiaj'Ic, not naly of ihe comcnDdiiin of those plaatationt. 
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amount to a very considerable sum, and contribute 
to the support of government : but this is merely 
a consequence arising from restrictions, that only 
meant to keep peace, and prevent confusion ; and 
surely a man would argue very loosely^ who should 



" also of fhe commodities of other connlrieiand fhica /or fir jv/ijifylng affirm i 
' xDil il bdng ihc uiii^e ii( oilier natioiti to keep thEir plaauiioji trade lo 
" tilcinsctrci," is't- 

The lj(h diaiSa n. clii'p. 7, mails ccprtssl/ "-fir tie hrttlr iclurln^ lbs pLiH- 
" taritn trait/," whicl impuita duties on cenjincominoJiiiea cKportedtrom one 
culojif 10 ajiotlier, mcniinnii ilkis tsuic foj' impoiiing iJicm ; " Whcrfaa by one 
i£t, paued in tlie nth yta a! your mije'Ej'i reiga, intituled, An act for <n- 
ann^emuii «/ ibippirig and aavigaiiuK, and by stvcril fithtr lawi,paiscd since 
tlmt ilmc, it a permluctL \a ^hip, 1^c> augare, tobacco, ^i. of ihe ^nwdi, £9V> 
et any of yoar niajetCJi's pkntatiolis in Amnicu, l^c. from the places ni thiiT 
ETowlii, l^c. Id any oilifr o[ your mijcMy'n platitations in thoEc paTEs, t5'r. 
lad that vfitliad ftyi/r^ tiuttmjer lit tame, cither at tli-c lading or unlsitl[i<; the 
uiil cDmnivlitieB, hy nteans ■urh^feof the tniii abd bavlgdtion in iliixe conuno- 
(litici, froin one piajiciiion to Ennthcr.iB Ef"tly iucreased. and ihi; inhaliiiant* 
ofiliieisaf ihvae coloa'xs, ntl i(niiciiliK£ linxicJvi^ iviri iilng iii/-pJisJ ■u'itl' licit 
n m a tJiliti fa t liiir eii/H U'i,f>fifrai» all iticlBitti (while the milijects of this your 
kingidam of Enghiid have paid great cu^lomi and iiL^pasitLons fafwhut of 
iticm have been spcnl here) t»! imtrary ff Jti ispreii iHlir ifihc afiiri"<" lavi't 
iavt irmighi iiln Svtrj fiarij if Eurfipt grmt £]uaiiiiti« therenC, and do also 
■vend great quaiitleics thcrcuf to the shipping sf other nafio^nB, who bring them 
into Jivcrs pari* of Emmp', (0 the grrat hurt and dlmitiutioimf yaur maj<st)i"i 
(Utwoii, and of ilie Iradi and nxvi^^llt/K of thii your kingdom ■.fertbi^rtvmtiut 
ibtTivf, O'c. 

Thf 7lh and Sth fiUtUm III, Chap- 33, intituled. " An act ii/i prcTmttag 
fraud*, and regulating abtufs in the pUntation trade," reeires tiirat, " nolwith' 
KiadiQg' divers 3CU. \^.: great ahusei vt Aii\j Qonualud^n 16^ frrjaiSicif 

di Eiig;li(Ii fiBv.^flfioB, anJ lit Itii tf a £rt«l part 'ftU flmtat'm traJt to thu 
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conclude from hence, ihnt the king has a right i 

' !cvy money in general upon hh subjects. Kevi 

di(! the British parliament, till the period above 

mentionctl, think of imposing duties in America, 

Jqt the purpose of raising a revenue. Mr. GrenmUe 



\iagdttna, by t'hc arSiJ^t and aumi-^ f>( Ul difpiMf d pcrums ; /ir frmdf ti 
\St. And nh«rcai in tome -of hit mijciCi'i Aiaau-m planrationi, a Joabti 
rtniKiKUtruciJiin hai iciacn upon lEic tcfarc oiCDCioiied act, ntad-c ia ihc 
LiJcarorib« reign of King CUaiUi II. wJiertby ccruin dotiei are bid 
the commodilie* therein enumerated Ctt hich by law may be tiMiported from 
one plamatioi) i* anolbfr, for the wpp^T *f ■wch others wanhj at if dw 
**«, liy the payment of !lio»e dutiw in one plantation, di^hirged from 
in^ tlic Kcuriiin intcniled hy the aInrcnJJ acts made In tlic lalh, aid 
S3J ycxn of the rt\ga of king Charla It. and coaKqudklly be U'libatf 
go to aoy foreign market in Mirnft^' Wt, 



dupi^H 
from 

1 




Tlic Atli Aaia, ctup. J7, reciting the ad tan cement of ttaje, and encan* 
■ ngemcnt of iHip" pf war, tp*;. giants 10 the captor* the property ot >L1 pri 
^nnicd into Am^e'ua, subject to lueh enilomi azd duciei^Btif the tame 
been fieri imported Into any pB.rt of Criiii-SriSaia, and firom thenec expi 

Tliii wu a ji/l n fvncittM ■teTi'i^ uvi&c amuiiniifi /mm ihr cratim, iaA th^^li 
»il wai icutinabli: lEi^t tlic Irnwj prcKribcd is that gift, thonld be cotrtpU 
P-%fIth more e^pcciaUy bb the payriient of hucK dp^icB ivai intended t4 gtTC 

f » prrfertnce to tlie productifln* gf llriiiii colonie*, over thoie of cchw col 
nics. Ilowcfur, bting founil iticonvcnitnt to the colonies,, about four yi 
sfttrwnrds, tlif« »C( was,yir tl^'l reaunt, !<> far j-cpeiUd, tlintby mother ?vt " 
price goodi, Impnrted itita any part of Grrji-Briiaiii, from any of Che jilin 
lioUB, were made liable to such dutiei oaly in Creat-Brilam, at in caoc they 
bMn n: the growth, add froditee of the pUnCatiaiu." 

The 6th Gtor^ I[. chap, ij, which imposeB dutiei oti foreigtj nun, m 
uid molarata, inipO'ried into the coloDica, shews the reawns chm ' " Whe 
u the welfare and projperity of y(^u^ [naje«y.'s sugar colonies in /mtrka, ara 
of the gjcatcit con-icciucitcc 3Jid Lniportince to the tmdi., Kiw^atum a,n(I 




first introduced this languag^e, in the preamble to 
the 4th of George III. chap. 15, which has these 
words, *' And whereas it is just and necessary, tha^H 
a fcventie be raised in your majesty's said domini*^^ 
ons in America, /cr defraying the expetues of d£ 
fending^ protecting, and securing the same: wi 
youT majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, th 
fominons of Great-Britain, in parliament assem. 
bled, being desirous to make some provision In thi 
present session of parliament, towards raising th 
said revenue in Americat have resolved to ^ive an 
grant unto your Biajesty the several rates and du- 
ties herein after mentioned/' i^c^ 



A FEW nionths after came the stamp act, which 
reciting this, proceeds in the same strange mode of , 
expression, thus — "-And whereas it is just and ne-*] 
cessary, that provision be made /or raising afur- 
ther revenue within your majesty^s dominions i«] 

of Lhii klRgdom ; uid mbcnai the pknien oTche said nigar coIoDJei, have i 
laCc ■jraii/tlttn ifila laii grtnl Jitaiirjiganriitt that they aic unable lo iniprovc 
or taiTf oil the ragST traile, ujiiK ait iquai Jt«t'"'g with the fottign nigar mIiO- 
nica, vi^baat lami attoanla^! and rctitf tc jiTtB It ibtvi Jrum Grcat^BriCBJIi ; /h 

Tlie 19-tb Car^ II. cJiap. a6, and the lit Ciargi lir. cb»p. ■9. TwhitPi cami 
Rae the Ith Gnrge [1. cliap. Ij, dechrc.Uiat the uid act hath, by upccicnce 
been found lutfiii aai Itjrr/cial, fffc. ThtM are bU the moit coRudirab 
iCUutcs relating to die commerce of the colonies; and it U thought 10 he utter* 
ly iinncccis^ry la add any obicrratioiiB m thcu cxtrieti, (b pievc thu tiicy 

were ^ tlFste'ui^d loUly at rtgtrlalisMi of Iftlde- 




Ltnerica, tovsards defraying tbc said expt 
your majesiv's most dutiful and loj'al subjects, the 
eontmons o/" Grcat-BriLain, ^c. ^ice and ^ra-H/,", 
6?c. as bcfore. 



The last act, granting duties upon paper, Eifi 
carefully pursues these modern precedents- The' 
preamble is, " Whereas it is expedient tJiat a re- 
venue should be raised in your majesiy^s dominions 
in America, Jor making a more certain and ade- 
quate provision for defraying tbe charge of the a 
ministraticn of justice^ and tbe support of ei 
government in such provinces, where it shall 
found necessary ; and totijards ibefuTtber defray, 
ing the expences of defending, protecting and s, 
curing tbe said dominions, we your majest)''s most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the commons of Gre 
Britain, ^c. gins skxi^ grants Uc.^* as before. 



1 



de- 



Hebe we may observe an authority expressi 
claimed and exerted to impose duties on these c( 
lonies ; not for the regulation of trade ; not for the 
preservation or promotion of a mutually beneficial 
intercourse between the several constituent parts 
of the empire^ heretofore the sole objects of parlia 
mentary institutions ; but for the single purpose 
levying money upon us. 




3o7 

This I call an innovation* ; and a most danger- 
ous innovation. It may pe-rliaps be objected, that 
Crear-Britain has a right to lay what duties, she 
pleases upon her esportsf, and it makes no differ- 
ence to us, whether they are paid here or there. 

To this I answer. These colonics reqiiire many 
things for their use, \yhidi the laws of Great-Bri- 
tain prohibit them from getting any where but 
from her. Such are paper and glass. 

Th a t we may legally be bound to pav any gene- 
ral d\i\\ts on these commodities, relative to the re- 
gulation of trade, is granted ; but we being obliged 
by bcr laws to take them from Great-Britain, any 
special duties imposed on their exportation to us 



* " [t ii wartlij of DbaervatioDihcw quietly luIiEidjea, panted in rorrai ujuat 
and aL-aiiemaat Tthoiigh heavy > are burnt; s-ucli a ]w\*tr hading andcuwora. 
ODtiir other lide, whacdiKomeBtnientBanJ disT urban I'cs mhsiila /rairtJ in a 
nru BKnU di) TVWi {fill an irdirtd ialrti nviltyitti ^tc£/ u cvjdmt by uani- 
plc! sf former times." 

LaiA Caki't id Inicliute, p. 33. 

■f &oni« people think that Gn-at-Britaia has the suas right to ilnpose dutiat 
Ml th« csfiM'ts la ihsae coLonici, u on th; ccpnrt&to S/Sjib aai J'trfngal, Cs'a 
&U(h perum* attend so niiK-h to ilic idea of exportation, [hat they eatirely 
orop tiat 9/ S^e ifiKistithii Utxv/eH the lafitticr eavftry tj/iJ Lcr {o'bh/cjm IT GrtuSm 
BritatK hid atwayj tliimcd, and exercised an authority to CQ>npe1 Spain i.-a^ 
FBrtugel to import tnanufacturc! frotii lier only, the ciset wrnild be p.irailel 1 
bvt li *hc never prctiniiled to luch a right, they are at liberty la ^tl ctieni 
vher< ih(y plesie ; and if ihcy chnOi^ to tate lliem f'om lief, fithci' [)i 1(1 iVotn 
mbcr nilioiia, they vulaDtiriJj cockih to pay the duties ioiposed on them. 
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enfyt "witb inufition to raise a revenue from us only^ 
are as much taxes Mpon us, as tliose imposed by 
the ttam^ ad. 



I 



What is the diEerence in substance and rtg. 
whether the same sum is raised upon us by th^ 
rates mentioned in the stamp act, on the use of 
per, or by these duties, on the importation of it. 
It is only the edition of a former boob, shifting a 
sentence from the end to the beginning. 



St7PfosE the duties, were made payable in Grei 
Britain ? 



It signifies nothing^ to us, whether they are to' 
paid here or tlicre. Had die stamp act directed, 
that all the paper should be landed at Florida^ and 
the duties paid there, before it was brought to the 
British colonies, ivould the act have raised le&s 
money upon us, or have been less destructive ^^ 
Our rights .' By no means : for as we were unde^* 
a necessity of using the paper, Ti'e should have been 
under the necessity of paying the duties. Thus^ 
in the present case, a like necessity will subject 
if this act continues in force, to the payment of 
duties now imposed. 



lUS^ 

I 



Why was the i/^amj& act then so pernicious ta_ 
freedom ? It did not enact, that every man in 
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colonies should buy a certain quantity of paper — 
No : it onlv directed, that no instrument of writing 
shoukt he valid in law, if not made on stamped pa- 



per, 



yc. 



The makers of that act expected that the confu- 
sions that would 9rise from the disuse of writings, 
would compel the colonies to use the stamped paper,, 
and therefore to pay the taxes imposed. For this 
reason the stamp act was said to be a law that 
Viouid execute itself. For the very same reason, 
the last act of parliament, if it is granted to have 
any force here, will execute itself, and will be at- 
tended with the very same consequences to Ameri- 
can liberty. 

Some persons perhaps may say, that this act lays 
us under no necessity to pay the duties imposed, 
because we may ourselves raanufactiu'e the articles 
on which they are laid ; whereas by the stamp act 
no instrument of writing- could be good, unless 
made on. British paper, and that too stamped. 



StrcH an objection amounts to no more than this, 
that the injury resulting to these colonies, from the 
total disuse of British paper and glass, will not be 
so affiicting as that which would have resulted from 
the total disuse of writing among them ; for by 
that means, even the stamp ad might have been. 
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eluded. Why then was it universally detested by 
^em as slavery itself ? Because it presented to 
these devoted provinces nothing but a choice* of 
calamities, imbittered by indignities, each of which 
it was unworthy of freemen to bear. But is no in- 
jury a violation of right, but the greatest injury ? 
If the eluding the payment of the taxes imposed by 
the stamp acty would have subjected us to a more 
dreadful inconvenience, than the eluding the pay- 
ment of those imposed by the late act ; does it 
therefore follow, that the last is no •oiolation of our 
rights, though it is calculated for the same purpose 
the other was, that is, to raise money upon us^ luith- 
out our consent ? 

This would be making right to consist, not in 
an exemption from injury, but from a certain de- 
gree of injury. 

But the objectors may further say, that we shall ■ 
suffer no injury at all by the disuse of British paper 
and glass. We might not, if we could make as 
much as we want. But can any man, acquainted 
with AntericOy believe this possible ? I am told. 
there are but two or three glass-bouses on this con- ■ 
tinent, and but very few paper-mills ; and suppose 



* . Father the Am <£ wtiting, or the pa^rment of itxa imposed by others 

■aiithtat Mf mutiit. 
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more should be erected, a long course of years 
must elapse, bcfort they can be brought to perfeCi 
tion. This continent is a country of planters, farinJ 
ers, and fishermen ; not of manufacturers. The 
difficulty of establishing particular manufactures it 
such a countiy, is almost insuperable. For one 
manufacture is connected with others in such 
manner, that it may be said to be impossible tc 
establish one or two, without establishing sever 
others. The experience of many nations may con^ 
vincc us of this truth. 

CInespkessible therefore must be our distressed 
in evading the late acts, by the disuse of -Sn'^/ji 
paper and glass. Nor will this be the extent of 
our misfortune, if we admit the legality of that act^ 
GBEAT-BniTArN has prohibited the manufac-J 
turiug iroKand steel In these colonics, without any] 
objection being made to her ngbt of doing it, Thaj 
like right she must have to prohibit any other ma- 
nufacture among us. Thus she is possessed of 
undisputed precedenc on that point. This atb] 
ihotity, she will say, is founded on, the cn-r^gind^ 
inteitfion of settling these colonies ; that is, that si 
should manufacture for them, and that they shoul< 
supply her with materials. The equity of thii 
policy, she will also say, has been universally ac 
vol. I, W 
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I bj- the colooics, wha aercrhMTv made 
, <fc^ Uw #iiyN^»;#» *r ststutts lor tliit porpose; and^ 
•.vS faiAcr ^ipcxr br the mmsmal hemrflxx £< 
thsKWR, cfo-siDoe the xtfemeat of 



0«& great adTOcxtc, Mr. Pif/, in his speect 
^ ddtttc c on ctr mng the repeal of the stai 
\ ad uwfed g e d, that Great- Britain could 
■am&ctniTS. His wor^ are these- 
7Vs kingdoHi, as the saprcme governing 
Ic^^sbdTc power, bxs ahu^s bound the coIod] 
ber ir^nl^sipa) vnd rrrtrietivtu in trade, in 

'on, in mtmmmfa€tmrrs in every thing cxccfic 

^ taking tbeir money out of their pteJtft^M 
•mt their ctnscnt.** Again he sars, " We maj- 
their trmde, eonfne tbelr tnana/jaurci, 
tcxercisc evcir power whate^-er, except that oftak 
tbtir montj out of tbcir pockets^ without t&t 
ttnx. 



HxxE then, my dear countrj-men, rouse youi 
arires, and behold the ruin hanging over yoi 
If you ONCE admit that Creat-Brjtai\ 
ly lay duties upon her exportations to us, for tl 
purpojf of levying money on us ow/y, she then wU 
L^utve nothing to do, but to lay those duties on 
-articles which she prohibits us to manufacture- 
_«ml the tragedy of American liberty is linishec 
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We have been prohibited from procuring manu- 
factures, in all cases, any where but from Greau 
Jiriiain (excepling linens, which we are permitted 
to import directly from Ire/and.) We have been' 
prohibited, in some cases, from manufacturing for 
ourselves ; and may be prohibited in others. We 
are therefore exactly in the situation of acity be- 
sieged, which is surrounded by the works of the 
besiegers in every part 6ict oTte. If that is closed 
up, no step can be taken, but to surrender at dis* 
crction. \i Great ■Britain can order us to come 
to her for necessaries we want, and can order us to 
pay what taxes she pleases before we take them 
away, or when we land them here, we are as abject 
slaves as those in wooden shoes, and with uncomb-^ 
ed hair. 



i 
I 



Peehaps the nature of the necessities of depen- 
dent states, caused by the policy of a governing 
one, for her own benefit, may be elucidated by a 
fact mentioned in history. When the Carthagini- 
ans were possessed of the island of Sardinia, they 
made a decree, that die Sardinians should not raise 
corn^ nor get it any other way than from the Cartha- 
ginians. Then, by imposing any duties they would 
upon it, they drained from the miserable Siirdiniatis 
any sums they pleased ; and whenever that oppress- 
ed people made the least movement to assert their 
liberty, their tyrants starved them to death or sub- 
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miuion. This may be called Uic mo5t perfect kii 
t>f political neccsbity. 

Fsou what has been said, I think this uncont 
vertible conclusion may be deduced, that when ^^ 
ruling state obliges a dependent state to take cei^| 
tain commodities &om her alone, it is implied in 
llie nature of that obligation ; is essentially requisite 
to give it tlie least degree of justice ; and Js insepa- 
rably united with it, in or<ler to preserve any share 
of freedom to the dependent state; ibat those com^ 
modiiics should never be loaded with duties, for tl 
S9h purpDse of levying vwncy on the dependei 
state. 

Upos the uholc, the single question is, whethi 
the parliament can legally impose duties to be pai(l_ 
by the people of these colonies on/y,for the sole pu^ 
pose of raising a rev£!iue^ on commodities •mhii 
ihc obliges us to take from her alone, or, in othe? 
words, whether the parliament ciin legally talu 
money out of our pocketSj without our consent. J 
ihey can, our boasted liberty is but 

F^ox et praterca nihiL 
A sound and nothing else. 



A FARMlLlU 
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LETTER ill, 

MY DEAR COUNTRYMtN, 

I REJOICE to find that my two former letters 
lo you, have been generally received u-ith so much 
iavour by such of j'ou, whose sentiments I have 
had an opportunity of knowing. Could you look 
into my heart, you would Instantiy perceive a zea- 
lous attachmeiit to your interests, and a lively re- 
sentment of every irisult and injury offered lo you, 
to be the motives that have engaged me to address 
vou. 



I AM no further concerned in any thing affecting^ 
America, than any one of you; and when liberty 
leaves it, I can quit it much more convenlendy 
than most of you : but while Divine Providence 
that gave me existence in a land of freedom, per- 
mits my head to think, my lips to speak, and my 
hand to move, I shall so higlily and gratefully va- 
lue the blessing received, as to take care, that my 
silence and inactivity shall not give my implied as- 
sent to any act, degrading my brethren and myself 
from the birthright, wherewith heaven itself " hatb J 
made usfrec,^* 
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SoRsr t am to learn, that there arc some f< 
tpersons, who shake their heads wiih solemn mo 
I on, and pretend to ivondcr, what can be the irie 
; ing of these letters. *' Great-Britain^" they sa; 
is too powerful to contend with ; she is determi 
[•' ed to oppress us ; it is in vain to speak of right 
' *' one sidc» when there is power on the other ; wh' 
*' we are strong enough to resist, we shall 
*' tempt it ; but now we are not strong enough, a 
" therefore we had better be quiet ; it signifies 
' *' thing to convince us that our rights arc invad 
' *' when we cannot defend tliem -, and if we should 
•' get into riots and tumults about the late act, 
•' will only draw down heavier displeasure up 
•' us." 



ua 

I 



What can such men design ? What do their 
grave observations amount to^ but this — that these 
colonies, totitlly regardless of their liberties, shoi 
commit them, with humble resignation, to chant 
time^ and the tender mercies ol ministers. 



Are these men ignorant, that usurpations, wh^ 
might have been successfully opposed at first, 
quire strength by continuance, and thus become 
irresistable ? Do they condemn the conduct of these 
Colonics, concerning the stamp-act ? Or have 
they forgotten its successful issue? Ought the co^^J 
nies at that time, instead of acting as they did, to ' 




liave trusted for relief, to the fortuitous events of fu- 
turit}- ? If it is needless " to speak ofrights*' now, 
it was as needless then. If the behaviour of the 
colonies was prudent and glorious then, and suc- 
ccssflil too ; it will be equally prudent and glo- 
rious to act in the same manner now, if our rights 
are equally invaded, and may be as successful. — 
Therefore it becomes necessary to inquire, whe- 
ther** our rights are invaded." To talk of "de- 
•• fending" them, as if they could be no otherwise 
** defended" than by arms, is as much out of the 
way, as if a man, having a choice of several roads 
to reach his journey's end, should prefer the worst, 
for other no reason, but because it is the worst. 

As to *' riots and tumults," the gentlemen w^o 
are so apprehensive of them, are much mistaken, 
if they think, that grievances cannot be redressed 
without such assistance. 



I wiLi. now tell the gentlemen, what is *' the 
" meaning of these letters." The meaning of 
them is, to convince the people of these colonies, 
that they are at this moment exposed to the most 
imminent dangers ; and to persuade them immedi- 
ately, vigorously, and unanimously, to exert them- 
selves, in the most firm, but most peaceable man- 
ner, for obtaining relief. 




TaK cause or liberty is a cause of too mnch dij 
jiitr. to be sullied bv turbuknce and tuTnult. 
iouglit to be maintained in a manner suitable toh^ 
AOture. Those who enga^ in it, should brcati 
,a sedate, yet fervont spirit, animallng them to act 
Oils of prudence, justice, modesty, bravery, hi 
laniiy and magnanimity. 



To such a wonderful degree were the ancie 
Spartans, as brave and free a people as ever esi; 
ed, inspired by this happy temperature of soul, t) 
rejecting even in their battles the use of trumpetl 
and other instruments for exciting heat and rag e, , 
they marched up to scenes of havock and hoirorJ^H 
witli the sound of flutes, to the tunes of which their 

steps kept pace " exhibiting." as Piiuart 

says, '* at once a terrible and delightful sight, 
" proceeding with a deliberate valour, full of hof 
" and good assurance, as if some Divinity had sen- 
" sibly assisted ihem.** 



'loifl 

n- 

I 



I HOPE, my dear countn'men, that you will, 
every colony, be upon your guard against those, 
who may at anv time endeavour to stir vou up, un- 
der pretences of patriotism, to any measures dis- 
respectful to our sovereign and our mother co 
try. Hot, rash, disorderly proceedings, injure 



1 



' Ii*iank Intbc tifcnf /,Tr«r[M. Archbuhop PitUr'i Archxelogui Gexo. 




( 1^9 ) 

reputation of a people, as to wisdora, valour, and 
▼irtue, without procuring them the least benefit. 
I pray God, that he may be pleased to Lnspire you 
and your posterity, to the latest a^s, U'Jth a spirit 
of which I Ii:ive an idea, that I find a difficulty to 
express. To express it in the best niamicr I can, 
I mean a spirit, iliat shall so guide you, that it will 
be impossible to determine w hethcr an American's 
character is most di3tin!3;uishable, for his 103-ally to 
his sovereign, his dutj' to his mother country, his 
love of freedom, or his afiection for his native soil. 



£vEiiv government at some time or other falls 
into wrong measures. This may proceed from 
mistake or passion. But every such measure does 
not dissolve the obligation bei^veen the governors 
and the governed. The mistake may be cor- 
rected ; the passion may subside. It is the duty 
of the governed to endeavour to rectify the mistake, 
and to appease the passion. They have not at first 
any other right, than to represent their grievances, 
and to pray for redress, unless an emergence is so 
pressing, as not to allow time for receiving an a.n- 
svrer to their applications^ which rarely happens. 
If their applications are disregarded, then that kind 
o( opposition becomes justifiable, which can be made 
without breaking the lavrs, or disturbing the pub- 
lie peace. This consists in ihc prcveirrion of the op- 

VOL. 1. X 
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pressors reaping advantage from their oppressicnSy 
and not in their punishment. For experience m 
teach lhcni, what reason did not; and harsh 
thuds cannot be proper, liU milder ones have fail 



cnSy 

I 



If at length it becomes ipithuhied, that an inve- 
terate resolution is formed to annihilate the lib 
ties of the governed, the English history affords 
fc"equent examples of resistance by force. What 
particular circumstances will in any future case 
justify such resistance, can never be ascertained, 
till they happen. Perhaps it may be allowable to 
say generally, that it never can be justifiable, until 
the people arc fully convinced^ that any further 
submission will be destructive to their happinc 



When the appeal is made to the sword, highly 
probable is iU that the punishment will exceed 
offence; and the calamities attending qn war o: 
■weigh tliose preceding it. These consideratio 
of justice and prudence, v ill always have great L; 
fluence with good and wise men. 



illy 



To these reflections on this subject, it remains^ 
be added, and ought for ever to be remembered, th^ 
resistance, in the case of colonies against their mo- 
ther counti-y, is extremely different from the resbt^ 
ance of a people against their prince. A nati4^| 
may change their king, or race of kings, and retain- 
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ing their ancient form of government, be gainers by 
changing. Thus Creat-Brrfah, under the iUus- 
Irioiis house of Bnmswick, a house that seems to 
nourish for the happiness of mankind, has found a 
felicity^ unknown in tlie reigns of the Stuarts, 
Butifonce tit are separated from ourmother coun- 
trj', what new fonn of government shall we adopt, 
or where shall we find another Britain^ to supply 
our loss ? Torn from the body, to which we are 
united by religion, liberty, laws, affections, relati- 
on, language and commerce, we must bleed at 
every vein. 

Iff truth — the prospcrlt}' of these provinces is 
founded in their dependence on Great-Britain f 
ivnd when she returns to her '■'■ old good humour, 
" and her old good nature," as lord Clarendon 
expresses it, I hope they will always think it their 
duty and interest, as it most certainly will be, to 
promote her welfare by all the means in their 
power. 



We cannot act with too much caution in our dis- 
putes. Anger produces singer ; and differences, 
that might be accommodated by kind and respect- 
ful behaviour, may, by imprudence, be enlarged to 
ail incurable rage. In quarrels between countries, 
as well as in tjiose between individuals, when they 
have risen to a certain height, the ^st cause of 




diwn i M o n U uo loagiut mnctftbcrcd, the miiids of 

the p»rtic» being wholly engaged in recollecting 
unci n-M:nlinK the mutual expressions of their dis 
like. When feuds have reached that fatal poini 
nil COluid«riitioiiK of reason tind equity vanish ; ani 
jL blim) fury f^ovcrrift, or rmluT confounds all thin 
A people fto longer rcf^ards their interest, but the 
griilifitatton of ihtir wrath. The bway of tl 
C/roru • and CloiHus^v,^ tlic designing end detest 
bic fliUtcrcra of thy prfvaUiTij^ j^assion becomei 
confirmed, Wik and good men in vain oppo: 
the Aiortn, and may think thcmsches fortnuat 
If, ill uttcnipting to preserve their ungrateful fello 
chiicns, tlicj' do not niiii thcmaelvea. Their /irtf- 
%l(nfe win he railed biiscncss ; llicir modfrcifhn will 
la i:ut\ki\ j^'iti/i t und if their virtue does not leai 
llirtn to dcxU'Mclion, as thut of mai\y other greaj 
•lid cxrrllent persons has done, the}' may aurvi 
10 ifccivc fwm llieJrexpirinjf eounlry the mourn- 
fuJ glory of Iicr ncknouledi/nient, that their coun- 
wis, if rct;acdcd would have buvcd her. 



i 



111 

i 



*1*HB oontkthutioiKUiuodi» of oUuining relief, 
tho»e which 1 wish to ■sxx pursued oa the presei 
I - , that is, by petitions of our assci 

i<t uj.vi^ \\\k\ arc Dot -jjcnuitted to uieet, of 
y««ti;c. to the (Hiwcn Uut can afofU us relief. 




«La 



) 



VCe have an excellent prince, in wliosc go 
^tlJspositions towards us we may confide. We have 
a generous, sensible and humane nation, to who 
we may apply. They may be deceived, they ma 
by artful men, be provolted to anrj;er against us. '. 
cannot believe, they will be eruel or unjust; or th 
their nnger wJU be implucabte. Let us behave like 
dutiful children, who have received unmerit 
blows from a beloved purent. Let us complain 
our parent ; but let our complaints speak at th 
same time the language of affliction and veneratio 



ve 

] 



Ir, however, it shall happen, by an unfortuniitc 
course of affairs, that our applications to his majes- 
ty and tlie parliament for redress, prove ineffectua 
let us l/jen take another siep, by withholding froi 
Great-Britain all the advantages she has been use* 
to receive from us. Then let us try, if our ingenui^ 
ty, industry, and frugality, will not give weight to 
our remonstrances. Let us all be united with on( 

spirit, in one cause. Let us invent Ictusworl 

let us save let us, continually, keep u| 

our claim, and incessantly repeat our complaints- 
But, above all, let us implore the protection of that 
infinitely good and giacious Being, *■' by whoi 
kings reign, and princes decree justice*," 
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LETTER jr. 

MV DZAR COUNTRYMEN. 

A. N objection, I hear, haa been made agan 
my second letter, which I would willingly cIceit 
Icfore I proceed. " There is,*' say these objectoi 
*' a material tliflercnrc between the statnp-acf ni 
** the fate act lor laving a duty on paper, ^e. tlif 
*' justifies the conduct of those who opposed the 
f** former, and yet are willing to submit to the h 
'■'' ter. The duties imposed by llie stamp-act vvc 
'^ internaflQ.xes t hut the present are extfrnaf, ai 
*' therefore the parliament may have a right to ii 
pose them." 

To this I answer, with a total denial of the pow- 
er of parliament to lay upon these colonies ai 
'* /ax" whatever. 

This point, being so trnportant to this, and 
kfeuccecdlng generations, I wish to be clearly 
dcrstoocl. 



To the word *^ tax-,*^ I annex that mefli 
Mhifh the constitution and historj' of England n 
quire to be annexed to it i that h that it is an 



imposition on the subject, for tbc sole purpose of 



iccyhig jnoiiey. 
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Im the early ages of our nionarcliv, certain 
vices were rendered to the crown far the gener 
good. These were personal:* but, in process 
time, such institutions being found inconvenient," 
^tfts imil grants of their own property were mad 
by the people, under the several names of aids, tai 
lages, tasks^ taxes and subsidies, ^c. These wen 
made, as may be collected even from the names, for 
iiblic service upon "need and ncceasityf," AJH 
liese sums were levied upon the people by vlrtud^ 
^of their voluntary giftj. Their design was to sup- 
lort the national honour and interest. Some of 
lose grants comprehended duties arising fro; 



I 



1 



' Tt u very worthy of reniarlc, Iiow watchful our wise anceMori were, l<«i 
^llieir itntiti should be increMcJ Ji^yond -whu the law illoweii. No man wm 
bound to p> out of the reilm. ta scttc ilie Wiag, therefore, even !n the t^ol^H 

OOCfia^ rci^ of Hfrtry the Jiftby ^w/)\ct\ the martial ^urit pF the imacm VfJ^^ 
Ughlj' inSiined h-j the heroic courage of their prince, atid by his great su^ctii), 
hey Ktill carefully guardsJ. agaiiiM the cstablisTinirnt of illegal stivic' 
'When t hit point (says lorJ cliiei jmtice Colt J concerning- maintenance 
Ivran out sf £iigUitd, came in question, lJi« nnnsnj did malu their imtm 
ItUim cX ihvc aneiinl frtidaa Mid Irirthr'i^lt, aain tht first of ITtitry tlxjifth, aA 
lia the vcveoth of ftia-y ibr fph, lie. the --->Km'"tj (Uadf a 1'P.OTEST, that 
I'lhef were not bound to the maintenance of war in SieilmJ, Trrhm-i, dti.t, 
Ttmace, l^tirmwdy, or other /orfii* part*, mA taiistd tlicir PROTESTS to 
entered into the parliajnent rolls, where they jet rcrtiaio; which, io efft 
agrctih with that which, upon like occMion, tru niade \a the pul»incQi 
[Sjtb JSJudrWI" :dlR»i. p. Ji8. 

f ^th \iu,t. p. 18. 



1 



nufifimi, Phil. CAminfi. ad Imi. 
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trade; being imposts on merchancliz^es. Tliese 
lord chief Justice Coke classes under " subsidies," 
and " parliamenlarj'- aids." They are also called 
'• customs." But whatever the name was, they 
were always considered as^i/V* cf the people to d 
crmvn, to be employed for public uses. 



CoMMEHCE was at a low ebb, and surprizing 
instances might be produced how little it ivas afl 
tended to for a succession of ages. The terms th« 



TlwM gifit rniird^r depending on the pleasAiTeof the dD-ann, tvere prnpor- 
tioned to the tbiliiics «f nhc tcveral niikitif people wlia gave, an-d were 
rcgiijucd b]> ibtir b'piaiaa if thf publif n?f£^<itici. Thus Eifitanf t. h^ ,jg 
hit inh fear a lihlitti< fnm the Uriy, a iiumtinti frotn ihc dtr^i in 
lad year a tnti trtrn t^c My, a ii'xii frcm LerJtii, md other cnrj>cnl« 
tawa.t,t.ilj sf ikrir ini^ie> itolln t\ie cirtgy \ Jo his Jijdytar an j/ci»»i/A feoiti 
the itrwj and nthifn. i («r(£ froni the c/m^,. a itwitb from the ivrgartt, 
i^i. Himt's Hut. of EaglaiKl. 

The mme rJIfTcrcncc in the gr«r.t» of the »tvcral ranks u (ib*tryaH| 
ether Teigiu. 

Id the Eiainus statute cV talliigh mn foutJnifst the Iting cnnmcratct the] 
VCtol tiaiiii-, wtihout whose coD^mti be and his hcire scree should Kt or \ 

any I^X —^^rivjlum tuiU^iMm,\*Kl ai/tijfjum fier ttot ^^cl hitrt^tt ttotiru iH ^^^^ i 

fenalurfiii hveti//, iiBi vttsiitsinl jurnni iiri!iisfiurcfirr«/s, jpiiiBfmriirn, tomHi!m,i 
reiim, miiliirm,tiirjyiiriuim,ct aStmm UirnirKm fern. irV t^^nt aeilri'" 34lh SJtsati 

Lord chief juiiiee Co/*, fn hii cmmment on these words, say*—" Tur the qij 

jog of the ciuamtaii, and for a ftrprlimi end isaStent iiia far ever nfltr, liosh -U* 
thii mi etl/r lilj iiiii, th[j act was Jnarfc." Tlicne words art ^/j/n, 'Ji/(£«i* «*v 
i^mpft.alijdlvlt, vietBur any favhg." ad CbIc'j Idm. p, 5.IS. 533- Liillc did llic 
VEfiersHe jndge imagine, thft" tlin' Hit mm," wovI4 happen, 10 wliich die 
spirit of tills law wpuld bt Jcivwd hy £nji/ij/<»«, the poitnity of thote who 
nia^C It. 
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have been mentioned, and, among the rest, that of 
*' tax" had obtained a national, parliamentary 
meanlng^, drawn from the piinciplcs of the constitn- 
tion, long before any Englishman thought of impO' 
s'ttion of duties , for the regulation of trade. 

Whej:evek we speak of " taxes" among £?;^"- 
lisiwicn, let us therefore speak of them with refer- 
ence to the principles on which, and the ifitentlons 
with which they have been established. This will 
give certyinty to onr expression, and safety to our 
conduct : hut if, when we have in view the liberty 
of these coJoTiies, we proceed in miy other course, 
we pursue a Junu^ Indeed, but shall only catch a 
cldud. 

In the national, parliamentary sense insisted on* 
the word *' taxf" was certainly understood by the 
congress at Ncw-Tork, \vho'3e resolves may be said 
to form the American "■ bill of rights." 

The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth resolves are 
'^Us expressed. 

' TKi GeddNt of rrt//rr, ED tlie liaatlicn mTttioU^ ; according to aa anci- 
1*^ fiibtt. /zio puriticci her, buL >bi: escaped in a daad. 

■t In ihi« lenK JWw/rijuiM uks the word" caj," In hlii^ch book ot ifirittf 

Imi. 

VOL. I. Y 



AT it is Inseparably essentit 
** freedom of a people and the utufoubtcd right 
" En^/h/jmen, that Ko tasJ be imposed on thi 
'^' t>itf with their own coirserit, given personally, 
*' by their representatives." 

IV. *' That the people of the colonies art n 
" and from their local circumstances, cannot be, 
•■' represented in the house of commons in Great^ 
" Brita'my 




V. '"That the only reprc sen tat ires of llic p 
" pie of the colonies, are the persons chosen ther 
** by themselves; and that k'o taxes ever have 
'* bc«n, or can be constitutionjilly Imposed onthi 
" but bv their respective legislatures." 

"VI. *'That all supplies to the crawn^hGin^fr^ 
*' gifts of the people, it is unreasonable y and inco. 
" sistent vitth the principles and spirit of ihe B: 
'* lish consiitution, for the people of GreatSt 
" lain to grant to his majesty the property of 
"^ colonics." 




Here Is no distinction made between intert. 



t ThcfouEh draught nftlir rcsolveBorihccongrcMat ^no-IVi arc now in 
toy !iui(U,iui[] from some noto on that draugh-t, and other particulir reason 

un latiaficd, that tliB con^cH undencond the wof d " tax" in ihe taue lu 
CUD ten Jed iot. 



( 



) 



and external taxes. It is evident from tlie short 
reasoning thrown into these resolves, that every, 
imposiiion " to grant to his majesty the property of^ 
'* the coio/iics," was thought a "tax;" and that 
every such imposition, if laid any otJier way, than 
•* with their consent, given personally, or by] 
'* their representatives," was not only " unreason-. 
** able, and inconsistent with the principles and 
" spirit of the .ffr/i/jA constitution," but destruc- 
tive " to the freedom cf a people." 

This language is clear and important. A " cax' 
means an imposition to raise money. Such persons 
therefore as speak of iuicrnal and external 
" inxes^''' 1 pray may pardon ine, if I object to that 
expression, as applied to the privileges and inte- 
rests of these colonies- There may be Internal' 
and external imposicions^ founded on different 
principles, and having different tendencies; every 
"tax" Lcing an imposiiion, though every imposl- 
lioa is not a " tax." But all taxes are founded on 
the Slime principle ; and have the same tendency^ 



External impositions, for the regulation of 
OUT ti-ade, do not " grant to his majesty eifff proper- 
" ty of the coloniesS'' They only prevent the co- 
lonics acquiring property^ in tilings not necessary, 
in a manner judged to be injurious to the welfare of] 
the whole empire. But the last statute respecting ■ 
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us, *' fi^aiits to his majesty (he property of the 
•* fo^(W»i«," by laying dutks on tlie manuiiictures 
Crcai-Biitoiu which ihcy must take, and \v hid 
bIki settled ihcm, on purpose that ihcy should take! 

What " t/ix*'* can be more taiernal than this, 
Here is money drawn, witbotii tbeir cM^scnt^ fror 



* It Kcnu lo be cvliklil, tbsC int. P'M^ iD Xit ikr^nu cf ^mrrlea, inuO^ 
thC' dtba.I( cenc«Ti)ing ihe rvpcul of ihe itjnp-act. b; " iatmut lucs," meil^^H 
• anf ilutics " (ui th: puipnK o£ raiding 4 revet) uc ;" isodl liy " t^trfa! UitciJ^^B 
VHsfil ituiin iiKfHjOcd " f <ir Lhe Kguluiian of tTidc." Hii tfx{ir>:uioiHi are 
ihc^ — " If ike gi'iitleaian docs nut undcntanJ ihe <liffdri:iicc bciwicu inurirai 
\JU*i tKUrimi UXC3, 1 cannot kelp it ; but tlicre ii i pl«n discIiKtioa between 
ileviedy*^ tiifyrpuij tf rjiiirj a revaiat, and dutin imfute^Jar lit i/^gir- 
Kma el'itjiii,iav thi: actonunodat joji cfthc nibjcct ; Hchn', in the cunscq-ucm* 
CW, tome rcvtimc mlglil ijKiJwitaU)" arise frflia the latlfflT," 



TtiHC tMirdi wcK in mr. Kti\ tefif te rar . Gramlk, who uid he <o' 

coi undiTKind ihc diflcrcnct betwcrn citeinal zuA inicmal taxei. 



I 



In cvcrr odicr part nFliis spccchri on tliat occauan, hit -woi-ilt confirm thi% 
ditfCnj^tiOil of hjA t^rp^^fiuoiu^ The faJJowiiLg- UEtract^wiLl ^hcw haw pout j^v 

and poicnl were his a«MTtinns of our rigtu. 

" I( iiiny nplnioa thutlnt kicgdon tiM no rj^ to ky n rm: upon the co- 
lonic*." — " Tlhfl /imeriiviu arc Hit i<mi, nm the /•ailtr-li of ^nghnil. 7<p^lt9m 
i* no ^fl/f of the jsw/ffwiB Of legisktive power." — " The latn ate a voluntu^ 
^ift zbA jrnirl oJ' the ^anmcKi aieat. In legrilafiaa thr lirir tf/latet nf the rcalfl^^f 
arc aiilc coDcerneiLtliat <be CDnclrlJenee of the iBnTf and the trunun \a a rstf, ^^^B 
CI1I7 llecKEsry to clone with die fDrm of a bw. I'he giji aod jiniM ii of llkC 
tBnurttnt atani^^ — " Tkt ifistinetivi tetvjeea U^uUithH enJ raxuthit ii eiinStiatiy nttei— 
%rry la IHtfly-" — ■■ The mn»*i cf j^n.'ivm, repTi?ieCtnI in their HYCnl asUCt- 

blieii, have ever been in ;i(BKaiaM ol rht eicniic nf tliit chtircenKiiutiofiil 

right, ofjjJwVf and^raaiiu^ iheir fina meniy-- Ttey tvtalJ huiihtta SZ.At'L 

Ifiiij iiJ noi irjt,^eii ii." "Ihe idea uf a. vitiml te^taerititiiia of ^•nirUm ', 
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ft society who liavc constantly enjoyed a constituti- 
onal mode of raising all money among themselves. 
The payment of this tax they have no possible 
tncthod oi" avoiding; as they cannot do witliout 
the commodities on uhich it is laid, and they can- 
not TOanTifactiire these commodities themselves. 
Besides, if this unhappy country should be so lucky 
as to elude this act, by getting parchment enough, 
in the place of paper, or by reviving the ancient me- 
thod of WTiting on ivax and bart, and by inventing 
something to serve instead of glass, her ingenuity 
vrould stand her in little stead ; for tlien the parlia- 
ment would have nothing to do but to prohibit 
such manufactures, or to lav a tax: on bats and 



ttusbouK, ii the moit contemptible idra that ever entered into tiic head of 
maD,^— Iv lii^sv P-(>c deserve a aerioyt tcfMC^tiQu-" 



Hi afterwardi ilicws the unfeajiifiablcness of Grml- Br'iia'in laiting Ameriea, 
tlvus — " WTicn 1 had ihc honour of jcrving hi* iiiajtsty, 1 avJ-ilcU niystlf of 
the means of inlormniion, which 1 dtrivcJ from laj idCTlcc, / ipcai dur/jirt 
fram tit'ivlnlgt. My materlnUvrfTf gofwl. I v.'ai :it pains to cailrcl, to digtul, 
ta CMjfuIa- iheni ; anA 1 v}^ ir &aSd to a^rm, that the profit to Grfat-Brittia 
from tlic Itaje ofthcciloalc), cliteuglt ail iij braiicli(>, i? Iv inill'iwi a yatr, 
77ii i« ths funJ (hat mricJ yon triunipliantly throiigU tilt' last wra.r. The 
Rt^tn tlut wtrc rented bc two tlinusiiiiJ j)iDuni:!s □ jenT. tbrcncnte jean 3gOi< 
Vc lltrcc ihoiuand pu^nds ^t prLscnt. Tho4c tsfafL? told thrn Tram Tftctn 
tD ci^hlfCD ynn purchatc; tlie lame may niw be sold for thirty. fVii erit 
tbii t« AmirUa. Tbii ii thi priit tUitI AmcricJ fmyi you fir Lcr ftBlntrM,"—^' 1 dare 

»ot*«y how luucli lilghcr these prnfits iwsy \>k Bttpnmt-td " — ■" Upoa the ■ 
wrhMe, I -will Hfj leave W ttlt the houM wha< isTCBl])' my »^iBicrn ■. it is, thitJ 
Tpxc tiemf-att be rcpcolcrf nbwlotrly, inially, «iil iinmcdintcly. Thai the rcB- ' 
koa JW thcrcpe^ be UfigQ^dj ^^^^U^f I^ vn^i founii'^J on an trvunmi privcq 



leooilcn eloibs^ which thev have alread}- prohibit»I 
the colonies yVoffi supplying each cibertvitbi or 
on instruments or toolb ofj/cc/and rrcn, which they 
have prohibited the provincials yVom manufaitur- 
ing at all*: and tlnn, what little gold and silver 
they have, must be tarn from their hands, or they 
will not be able, in a short time, to get an ax|, for 
cutting their firewood, nor a plough, for raising 
Ihcir food. In what respect, therefore, I beg leave 
to ask, is the late act preferable to the stamp-at 
or more consistent with the liberties of the C( 
nies t For my dm n pari, 1 regard them both 
equal apprehension ; and think they ought toj 
in the same manner opposed. 

Babemus quidem senatus conjulnimy — tanquam 

' gladhtm in vagina rcpositum. ^^ 

We have a statute, laid up for future use, Uke^ff 

sword in Uie scabbard. 

A FARM! 



1 



may hcfuriitr manujjciur^ h ihi, Harlem, \n: it Turihcr eiiad*J by the nntho- 
rltj iifnrculd, ikat frDin and aflcr ilic iwuity-iQurih day of yuae, 1750, so 
WT'lii ut other Fugfajj for *tiljijie or nUijig of (Vo*, or floy /^•J^'"£ Jt^gc$ t* WQtk 
Willi a fift bainMir, pt any Jaraaei for maiiti ital, thiU be tiected ; or, aftt^ 
^Ucll (.n'cllon, coatinucd iitttj ef Lit myaly'j aJaiitj in Aauriea," ajd Gi 
II. cJiap. jj. ttet. g. 

-f- Tho* dieae puilcukr* are menijoneil aa teing absslucely Dccuea^ 

|>erh:ipi they are not mate >& than glais in oilt severe wiutcn, lo keep nut iht 
cold rniQi our houiei ; or ibao f aptr, wichnw which ludi ineipiijssible 
twiwu mMC ciuue. 



aftt^ 

I 
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LETTER r. 



MT DI-AR COUKTR.YMEH. 

X^ERH APS the objection to the late act, impos- 
ing duties upon paper, life. mig-Iit have been safely 
rested on the argument drawn from the universal 
conduct of parliaments and ministers, from the first 
existence of these colonies, to the administration 
of mr. Grejivil/e- 

What but the indisputJible, the acknowledged 
exclusive right of the colonics to tax themselves, 
could be the reason, that in this long- period of 
more than one hundred and fifty years, no statute 
was ever passed for the sole purpose of raising a 
revenue on the colonies ? And how clear, how co- 
gent must that reason be, to which every pari in - 
inent, and every minister, for so lon^ a time sub- 
mittcd^ without a single attempt to innovate ? 



Kngland, in part of that course of years, and 
Great-Britain, in other parts, was engaged in seve- 
ral fierce and expensive wars ; troubled with some 
Uimultnoiis and bold parliaments ; governed by 
many daring and w ickcd ministers ; yet none of 
them ever ventured to touch the palladium of Ame- 
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rican liberty. Ambition, avarice, faction, tyrtm 
al) revered it. Whenever it was necessary to raise 
money on the colonies, the requisitions of the 
crnu'n were made, and dutifully complied with. 
The parliament, from time to time, regulated their 
trade, and that of the rest of the empire, to preserve 
their dependence, and tlie connection of the whole 
in good ordei. 



J 



The people of Great- Britain, in support of t 
privileges, boast much of their antiquity. It ia 
true they are ancient ; yet it may well be question- 
ed, if there is a single privilege of a Jirithh sii^H 
ject, supported by longer, more solemn, or mOre^ 
uninterrupted testimony, than the exclusive right 
of taxation in these colonies. The people of Great 
Britain consider that kingdom as the sovereign of 
these colonies, and would now annex to that so' 
Tcignty a prerogative never heard of before. H 
uoiild they bear this, was the case their ow 
What would they think of a neiu prerogative ciai 
cd by the crown I We may guess what their c 
duct would be, from the transports of passion i 
which they fell about the late embargo, though laid 
to relieve the most emergent necessities of stale^ 
admitting of no delay ; and for which there were 
numerous precedents. Let our liberties be treati 
with the same tenderness^ and it is all we desu*e. 



i 
1 
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KsPLiciT as the conduct of parliaments, for so 
many ages, is, to prove that no money can be levied 
on these colonies by parliament, for the purpose of 
raising a revenue, yet it is not the only evidence in 
our favour. 

Every one of the most material arguments 
against the legality of the stamp-act, operates with 
equal force against the act now objected to : but as 
they are well known, it seems unnecessary to repeat 
ihem here. 

This general one only shall be considered at 
present ; that though these -colonies are dependent 
on Great-Britain ,■ and though she has a legal 
power to make laws for preserving that depen- 
dence ; yet it is not necessary for this purpose, nor 
essential to the relation between a mother country 
and her colonies, as w'as eagerly contended by the 
advocates for the stamp-act, that she should raise 
money on them witliout their consent. 



Colonies were formerly planted by warlike na. 
tions, to keep their enemies in awe ; to relieve their 
country, overburthcned with inhabitants ; or to dis- 
charge a number of discontented and troublesome 
citizens. But iu more modern ages, the spirit of 
violence being, in some measure, if the expression 

rot. I, Z 



n 
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may be aJlowecl, sheathed in commerce, colonii 
have been uettlcd by the nations of Europe for the 
purpohcs of trade. These purposes were to be at- 
(ahicU, by the colunics raibhig for their mother 
toiintry those things which she did not produce 
herself; anil by supplying themselves from her with 
ihtii^ iliey wanted. These were the national ob- 
jecu i\\ Uic commencement of our colonies, iuid 
have been unifoimly so in their promotion. 

To answer these grand purposes, perfect libel 
was known tu be necessary ; all histon^ proving, 
that trade and freedom are nearly related to each 
other. By a due regard to this wise and just ptea, 
the iufant coiomcs* e^tposed in the unknova cli- 
mates and unexplored wildernesses of this wcw 
norldt U^xdt grew, and ftounshed. 

Th k parent country, with underiatii^ 
and virtue, attcotiw to the first prtncipks of colo- 
nixation, drev to herself the benefits she ma^^ 
TtaaoKoAJtf expect, and preserved to bo- 
' the bhaawga, on vhidi those b mcfits wnc Iv 
cd. She made taws, ofaligifig bercolowcste' 
IT to her all those p i o d n ta which die 
her own use ; and all those raw 
riK chose hcraetf to work t^ Besides lh& 



%nm anr other part ortesUK,v< 



ilu£is of European countries, which alone couJd 
rival her, without being first brought to her. In 
short, by a variety of lavts, she regulated their 
trade in such a manner as she thought mo&t cotidu- 
cive to their mutual advantage, and her own wel- 
fare. A power was reserved to the crown of repeal- 
ing any laws that should he enacted; the exau- 
live authority of government was also lodged in 
the crown, and its representatives ; and an appeal 
was secured to the crown from all judgments in the 
administration of justice. 

For all these powers established by the: mother 
countrv over the colonies; for alt these immense 
emoluments derived by her from them ; foi- all their 
difficulties and distresses in fixing themselves, what 
Has the recompense made them ? A communicati- 
on of her rights in general, and particularly of that 
great one, the foundation of all the rest' —— that 
their property, acquired with so much pain and 
hazard, should be disposed of by none but them- 
selves* or, to use the beautiful and emphatic 

language of the sacred scriptures, " that ll.cy s-hould 
**■ sit fufr)' fflatt under his vine, and under his fig- 
•* tree, and nonf should make them afraid.^* 



* TTiC {KnTCr uf IsxiKg tlrtmiiltui, -vni (be privilcgr of wliicb the . 
were, " *Litl rtJie*," ^■irli^ulirl^ jfjiUui. Huwr's Hiit^tf EngUni. 
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Can any man of candour and knowledge den T* 
that these institutions form an affinity betwe^jjH 
Creat'Brita'tH and her colonies, that sufficiently 
secures their dependence upon her ? Or that ibr 
her to levy Mxes upon them, is to reverse the nature 
of tilings ? Or that she can pursue such a measuT< 
without reducing tliem to a state of vassalage ? 



Ir any person cannot conceive the supremacy 
Great-Britain to exist, without the power of laying 
taxes to levy money upon us» the hislcry of the cola^_ 
nieSf and of Great-Britain^ since their settlemen^B 
will prove the contrary. He will there find the amaz- 
ing advantages arising to her from them tl 

constant exercise of her supremacy and thcj 

filial submission to it, wdthout a single rebellion, 
even the thought of one, from their first emigration 
to this moment And all these things have hap- 
pened, without one instance of Great-Briiain'i 






laying taxes to levy money upon them. 



How many British authors\ have demonstratet 
that the .present wealth, power and glory of theij 



\ It hai heat taid in the hoiuae of coinmoTii, when complaints have lie 
made cf tfie decay of trade in any pari of Eunji/, " that siifh thing* vae i\t 
yvoiiii regard, -ab Crmt-JTriiiiln was puKuud of colonica tliBC rould caDsume 
M«^ df her nkuiufacturet thaa At nd> aJik to npply thtm with." 

■" Ai the ca»e now stnnds, wf *liall shew ili at the fianinlimr are a, ipiing of 
jKcalli Lo this nation, thai they icnri for us, that lh«i.T trentirc ccnltri t 
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country, are founded upon these colonies ? As con- 
stantly as streams tend to the ocean, have they 
been pouring the fruits of all their labours into their 
mother's lap. Good heaven ! and shall a total ob- 



and that the law* have tied them fast enough to us ; u) that it must be throngli 
our own feult and mumanagemcnt, if they become independent of Emglmmi,'" 

Davinan'T on ibi plaiilatiiiK IraJi, 

" It is better that the islands should be supplied from the northcrD colonic* 

than from England ; for this reason, the provisions we might send to Baria- 
Aci, yamaica, (?*<. would he anitrfrovcd product of the earth, as grain of all 
lunds, or such product where there is little got by the imprnvemeni, as malt, 
s.-Jt, beef and pork; indeed the exportation of salt fish thither would be more 
advantugeoui, but the goods which we Kod to the mritern ahiart, are rach, 
whoM imprrotmenl may he justly said, one with another, to be nearjhurj/ili 
tj chK value tif the viLali cammadily, as apparel, houshold furniture, and many 
other thing;)." Idim, 

" NrvfEtiglami is the most prejudicial plantation to the kingdom of fv^Jafly; 
and yet, to do tight to that most industrious Englhb colony, 1 must confess, 
that though we lose by their unlimited trade with other foreign plantations, 
yet we are very great gainers by their direct trade to and from Old England. 
Our yearly exportations of Eigliib manufactures, malt and other goods, from 
hence thither, amounting, in my opinion, to ten limn the value of what is im- 
ported from thence ; which calculation I do not make at random, but upon 
wialiire rmiidcratim, and, peradvcDture, upon ai much cxferitnte ia till wry IraJc, 
ai any other person will pretend to ; and therefore, whenever reformation of 
oar correspondency in trade with that people shall be thought on, it will, m 
my poor judgment, require great Icudtmeii, and vtry leritui cireunnfalun." 

Sir JosiAH Child's dlicaarsi on trade, 

" Our plantations spend mostly our Englitt manufactures, and those a/ aU 
mil alaait imgginaili, in tgrrgieui quantiliti, and employ neat tvn IbirJi tf all 
an- English ihippiag; so that we have mtrt fuflt in England, bj reason of our 
ylantatioM in 4'-rita" liai. 



^ 



livion of former tcndeniesses and blessings, 
spread over the minds of a good and wise nation, 
by the sordid arts of intriguing men, who, covei'inj 



Sir JoiiAn Child lajrt, in inothfr part Drfaiiworb, " ttut net more th 
fiftf faioilin aic maintained in England by the refining of mgir." FroinJ 
whciK', and (rum whit Daweimt uyi, '\i U plain, liuu ihEadvaul^gcslirrc saij] 
la be decivcd from ihc pbnttuoDi by England, mull be [nejiit chjcdj of ihej 
cuBUnmt J tolonla. 

" I il)*1| mm up my wiioFc Ifinvki on our jtmrmati toioa'ut, with \h,\t 
•iMcraticiB, tliaB M they aie a lertaia u)nual rcvcnut; dTiat/^J milHnn-i ittr 
Hag 10 their inollitr country, ihty ought cjrtfully In be ptoKtlcJ, duly cn- 
coniaec J, and every upportunily rhat prtficiitv, Intpravc-d [of thc^r incfclncilt 
aniiadriQtige, aicveiy iinutliey can posubly reap, must at lail return Id i 
willi inicrtM-" BEftWEi'H Lm Merc, Sett 

* We may mfely advaace, that emr Inde and navigation are grestly idctcb 
rd by our colonies, and that theyically are a source of treasure and naval pow. 
er 10 lh.i* Ullgiiom, mntc firj iiiiirt/ar ui, and (fiwr Irpisurr tfiltri Uri. fieforc, 
tlieic aetclcniellt, our ihanufacturcs were few, and thoac but indif&rent ; thi 
number of SngSii merchmts wer< very Btnall, and tbs; whole ihipping of the 
Bition. much inferior to whit nnw ticl-oiiga to tiic nortlmirn coluuics only 
tkcii arc icriaiit ficii . BuC utKC tkelr citabLahineEil:, our r;i>nditi(>n bat altcfCi 
for tile better, almoil m a degree beyond credibility. Our minii/.ulwrit are' 
prodigiously increiicd, cUcBy by ilie ilcmand far them in the pLuLiatioiia, 
wlierc they uJ Itait lah affiair half, aud supply \i% vith raaoy valuable co-inmo- 
ditiei for eipoitation, which it as great an emolument to the mother ttiti^dont, 
u to die pIuitilieDs Utemadvcs.'' 



" Most cftheRationi of Enrefif have imetfsred with, us, mnre or leei, in 
diveri of our staple raaniifacttires, within half a ccutury, nut only in onr wihjU 
Icn, but in our lead and tin manuTaettirei, as-wclL as our (ishericb." 

POSriBTUWAVT, iitf. 

" The inhibirinisorour co!onie»,hy carrying on i trade with iheir/efrti 

aii^iiaiirj, do net •aly Otcaaionit gnaler giiasli't "fiht ^iJi and oKrilraaiSitJn 
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their selGsh projects under pretences of public go 
first enrage their countrymen into a frenzy of p. 
on and then advance their awn influence and 



Europe tritr^ init frsm tmci h item, and a greater quaniity oF cltt^ pro^MCt of 
Auiirica to lie sent frnrn iheni hithiT, •mbiih iL-nut:! cilbtrvi'tii bt carrid frm , anJ 

irai^li (■ Europe iy/arti^mrj, buc aa increase of the icanien and navigatiun In 

those parE], wliicli is ofgreii »trenjf(h anil sccurlij, as wcl) as of great advant- 
age ici our plaat.uions in gcrtrji. And though lariu of cur ahnin ate nol only 
Tat prcTCnCiiig tlic imptirtatlimi tsfattgaod: of llic Jaw.- ipicia they ptaiua bul suf- 
fer particular planters tn titp ^real rant of land sit ihAr Pojit/uo^t ui^iuUiiiahJ^ nitb 

deugn to prevent dfw tcttlemcn.!^, whereby they imngiae the price* of thcii 
cominoditi«fl may be afTccccd; yet if it be canddcrciJ, [bnc tlic marlictsof 
Creat'Br'tjlm dcpenJ on t^ic markfls of ALL Europe !n prruirttiy Mid t}iat the 
Str^iaji martcts h gneral Ac^cni oa. the propotlioa between the anrauil 
tumptiai mA HiC wla/^ gaanliiy ot CMh (pCiioi amattlly praJuifJ ij fii.t. •• 
il (niBt fulloTT, that whether wc or foreigncn arc tUc pri[iluecn,*jrrv'm, im- 
|)<in<:rs ind eiporttrs of Aonriian producf, yci their r<sj*rctivp pritcj in riilr 
4vlmj (the dificrizncc of freight, cuitoHii uid unportuioni coniiderirdj ^ill 
^*ayilKar jnof artian la the gtxerai iimi4iajbliiiii of thetitialt fumiltly t>t cadi 
pniMii in all tiisniii, 3,nd t> all ^rti., allowing; only for tbe uraal [CintiHgeD< 
itiat trade mid cuiaiuercc, agriculture sod maDuTiciure), ^c liibli^ tn Ln ull cdui^ 

HIM." PetTtFlt|W4VT, 



lla^ 



•■ It it ceitain, that frotn the verj time *>> a'ailir SsUi^, thu father ofnur 
EngBib coloaieit, and hit aiBociato, first prajcctcd thfic cstabli&hmcnti, ibcre 
bite bci:!! pcnoni wh» have found an iiilcrisl, in miirifratntiai, ot IcMMUDg 
lh< vilne of theoi. — The attrmpti mete calltd ehlmtrical and dAngerout. Af- 
tcrwird] rjiany malignant soggeslicMii were made about lacriGciHg n wiKj 
Sit^ihmtw to the obMioBie deurc of MUliiig cfrloniet in cniamo which thcB 
firodueed Tciy little adTantsg'e. But as the!* diffinilties were ^dually mt' 
numnted. thnw complaints vuniihcd. No soonrr were tt-.'tf Ijm.-ainrlBni rvra, 
Init alttri aroK iu their itead ; when it could be do longer aud, tb>t the colo- 
ttiM yiert ujrUu, t( waa lUed^ed that thry w«fe not njeful cniagl to their mo- 
tho- totuitry ; thai while wc were leaded with talcs, they were abaolutely 
free ; lb;i< the flft'i-r \iy*<i lilcc frlmcu, whlje the inhabitantt of EngtniJ ii- 
lioifRd hard for ■ tnlcrahJc lubtittecee." PwrtirnwAV-r, >ila^ 
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rest, by gratifjing the f>asston, which they them- 
eelves have basely excited. 



4 

en ted 



HiTHEKTO Great-Sritain has been contente 
viih her prosperity. Moderation has been the ru 



' ■ Before the wtllement of iheie raloiue^" njn Pttltakwayl, " aur manuT: 

LflUYi vrcre (ew, and chnx but indlficrcDt. In tbosc -dAfs wc hid not onl; 

at*! <t4M^>T but our *|iip> frufn our crighbours, G/mwiUfy fnrnisKcd us ^j 

! ihingvm&iU of m-etil, cvfu la Di^Ii. Winr. paper, lineni, and a thousand 

r(Kli<T thinji nine from //jiki'. Piriugul ^lupplii^d ui with Migur ; all the |iT(^ 

[ Aict* tJ tt-rriij were ppurcd iiHi) u(fr>Mn Sfj'm ,• mJ. the /'mrtij-n* *pd Ce«i 

r rttsiled to lu the catamodities of the SmuCmJia, it their own price. 




» 



■ tf il be nkcd, nlicthcr foTcigncn, for what good* thtf t&Ve af di, do noc 
Lp7 on ffof ulnl'm/4'9* i> £Tcat portion of our taxes f It it admitted they da." 
PosTLtruwjvr's Grfat-Sriiain'j True Sj^jtm. 



•* If we »reiiriid that one day sralticT ite ctilanict will molt, acdset 
for ihcmeclm, m tame Kon to apprehend, letut not ^nw them toa,imn, 
to /itJ theimcWts independent of ua; as ilwy tiiitf do, the moment (he-y ptrv 

ceivc th»t " fii-r cjo ir mf/BlirS zi'JlJt all thiagj fraa niilbin ibaritl^iti ," iTiil <£o not 
iMed 'Onr *»*UnK< — If w< w«uld keep 'hemitilldcpcndent upoD iheu-mudicp 
cDUDny, and, in iome le&pccts, jviirrviarf cci her vimu and welfare; l«t uimakc 
it thcil inttnit alvrayi to be lo." *l'ircKEB dr Tradtt 



" Our colnnit-a, while the; have Eiifllit blood Id tlicir Tcim, and have rcla- 

tLAn^ in £ff^liinJg and XBtih th^y tarr grt Jy fraSrt^ vitff **, the rlrojiger Uidgreaf- 

" l^fy E'"'"- '^^ "'" '''" cretvji and Ungifiim Will jff by thtiti ; and nothing 
l>ul such an arbitrary power uahallntik-c them deiperate, can briiig- tliGtn to 
rebel-" Oavihiht h tBc pUntMita tradt. 



I 



•* ThetLorthero coloiiiKareiiotiipoDihesamcrooting-ai those of the (omh; 
and hafing a tvorusoil lo improve, they mint find the recompcnKBomcoth 
way, wbieh anly can he io property and domiaifto : upon which mat, anj 
ifw^athiii in (he form of government there, shonld lie cautinuily examined, 
ki fnc of cntcciuK upiu mcuutu, by wliich the iaduKry of the ialubiiaau 
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of her conduct. But now, a generous hunlane peo- 
ple, that so often has protected the liberty of s[ra?i- 
gers^ is inflamed into an attempt to tear a privilege 
from her own children, which, if executed, must, 
in their opinion, sink them into slaves : and for 



f>e tyi\W Au.tisan.^ii, Tia almayt aiftrhnuli Tnr a people, either t; aitieatf 
or HpOD cttafiuhian, (o depart from lheir/niiw)"r/iif /ajfiJuiion!,ai]d l^t/andjaiintatif 

by iwlikh ihey irerejiril nnitti t^tir" Ucm, 

" T)i« most cITcctBal wa;^ of vilh-g [he toIonlcE, i> to mate it tkcir tacO' 
man intereu Co oppose t}ic designs and atcempls ai GnBl-BriltiM. 

" AU wise states will well consider bow to jireserve ttic advartug** arlnioE 
fron tolopie*! and avoid (he evils. And i conttitfe ihat tficrc can te but /itm 
way» io nature to hifidtfrthtw from thrmving off their li-cpendence ; meta keep 
il out of tlicir Jietuir, and the ether, out of ibci'r uii//. The fcrit mugt be bf 
Jirai and theVjKrr, l>f nji'iij/iow iprit, and Wrpin^ them emplo-yed in such 
prnductioBs, »n(l making ™ch manufacturei!, atwiU nupppTt tliemielvea mi 
families comfort ablf, aadprciurc tbim wcaJlii let, mi at least mjt prcjuilicc their 
inMhcr CDuntrft 

" FtracM Iiefcf beusadcffectiianj W MlSwftttle end, -aHlnid Jatryjiigtlt 
nSimnlhimulvft. liberty and erKOiinpmenf are necetsaty to carry people 
thiilier, tiDd to liCEp ihctn together when tlicy are rhcrc ; attd riolriiicc ttIII 
kinder both. Any body of tfoops, cnfiilclerable chough to^we them, and keep 
then) inabjcamn, under lheclirectionlno<>Ialiecdjr g-OTEinar, often sfRC till' 
tber to make lib fortune, und at such i iltitanee fiutn any upplication Tur rfr* 
'dicu, will icon p[it an end to all planting, and leave the country to the luldien 
J^ac, md if it dill not. ■aiaaLdial «/ ali the Jtrofit oftltttlttiy. Por (his rMSOn 

ry couiiit!e« Iutc qoi been t({UB.ll7 succcuTul iii pUntttig ccloaict with 

(onet ; and what they b^Ve dACi: In that kind, has either been \y r»r£e,af 
a 1'%R (Ipctice, or bj ritporlifig fttm ihi nature of litir ^emftrminl. Mid givifg ^ 
met priviJt^ii {> {•Lnliri as were Jinin! tatluir atlcr tuljtcU- And I dvc fay. that i 

ft feiv prudent bwi, anil > little prudent conduct, would Mon giwc ui ibi th« 
ErcBCcfE share of the ridieiof MAaatin, pcihtpi drive many of other nulont 



out of It, «r inta «vr colooiei for shelter. 
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•what ? Tor a pernicious power, not necessary to 
■her, as her own experience may convince her ; but 
horribly dreadful and detestable to them. 

It seems extremely probable, that when cool, 
dispassionate posterity, shall consider the affecti- 
onate intercourse, the reciprocal benefits, and the 
unsuspecting confidence, that have subsisted be- 
tween these tolonies and their parent country, for 
such a length of time, they will execrate, with the 
bitterest curses, the infamous memory of those 
men, whose pestilential ambition unnessarily, wan- 
tonly, cruelly, first opened the sources of civil dis- 
cord between them -, first turned their love into 
jealousy ; and first taught these provinces, filled 
with grief and anxiety, to inquire 

Mens vbi materna esi ? 
Where is maternal affection ? 

A FARMER. 

""Vbtnvtt it manj tKlgauiti in all states, ti nMyfireign^eartjiliA damatit' 
JbUirltaea, that these colonies cok tievir weia tfforlaallla, if the; Witch for 
tbeto.lmJurlaHiiyrBaUfiiJliariiittreaUdit and therefore WC (mg^ to take 
all the precantioiu in our power, that it ehall nerer be ibar inttmt Xo act 
agaioA that of their native coimtiy, an evil which can no otherwiae he averted, 
than by keeping them,^i^ tmflfjed in nch trades at viiU aerMtt Aar avm, 
M well at our weahb ; for it i* mnch to be feared if we do not find emplof- 
neot for tbm, ther may find it for ■» ; the interest of the mother country, it 
always to keep them dependent, and so employed ; and it reqoire* all her ad- 
dress to do it i-andtt is certainly more ca>//)F and £^«Aia% donebyfint/r and 
iaianiiU methods tlun hffmur alone." Cato's Lttttrf 
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MY DEAR COUNTRYMEN, 

J.T may perhaps be objected against the argu- 
ments that have been oiFered to the public, concern- 
ing the le^al power of the parliament, "that it has 
*' always exercised the power of imposing duties 
. " for the purposes of raising a revenue on the pro- 
" ductions of these colonies carried to Great-Brit- 
" fli«, which may be called a tax on them J* To 
this objection I answer, that this is no violation of 
the rights of the colonies, it being implied in the 
relation, between, them and Great-Britain^ that they 
should not carry such commodities to other nati- 
ons, as should enable them to interfere with the mo- 
ther country. The imposition of duties on these 
commodities, when brought to. her^ is. only a conse- 
quence of her parental right ; and if the point is 
thoroughly examined, the duties will be found to be 
laid on the people of the mother ccauntry.. What- 
ever they are, they must proportionably raise the 
price of the goods, and consequently must be paid 
by the consumers. In this light they were consi- 
dered by the parliament in the 2Sth Charles II. 
chap. 7. sect. 2. which says, that the productions 
of tb,e plajxtations were carried from one toauothct 



free from all cusionu, '* while ibc subjects of this 
*' your kingdom of England have poud^ror aa- 

*' tomi and tmpoiittont for vthai of tbcm have 
" ^cen spent kcre," fe?f. 

'Besidzs. if Crrd'/'^rifam exports thest com- 

modiltes afpiin, the duties will injure her own trade, 

•o that she cannot hurt os» without plaint^, and 

hntncdiatcly hurting herself; and this is our 

check agauast her acting arbitrarily in this respect. 

• It may be perhaps further objected, " that it 
" being granted that statutes made for regulating^ 



* If my ona thouM abtervt thai ha «ppA4itieii hat been made to the Ie^-| 
lly of llle 4lh Cnrft III, ctiip. ij. which ii ihejiril set of parliuncnt that 
•rcr impiiwd il.BlinDn (he imporUtiuniinto 4meri€ti,(or the ei^rcucd purpote 
(if r*i*il)|; M f eVRhue ihcf f ; | dAtWcr — FitM, thai though th« iCt eiprecilf 

rnEiiCiaui ih« rBJiln^ a revenue In Amtrica, yet it ictmi th^I it had a% much in 
view 1I1G " Jiiijinivin^ anil ■rcurin^ the tiadc belwfca ttic »a\e ttxA Gnatt \ 
tfiliilii," whiili \tiD»d»«rr purt «( ill title i anJ llic pTMnilile saj-s^ " Whnc 
u ki la cipMllcm thit aef^ priivgiji>n> 3.nd rcguUtJDiissihooJd bcutahliihed for I 
ImiiiovlilK ibc Tcvccius aS ihU kUi^dcm, andjir enitnAi^ aadjuiriitf tti , 

j^I/mi tffiJ t^immti.f ittwvfvn Gtf>it<Bfiru9 anJyBvr majgily'i Jommkitt im AjFicnca-i 

which hi tlic padce have b«vn in hapfiilf ntMnded md enlarged^" Vi. S^ , 

caUiUyiii/f the iIiiUctmentiMKilin thut i-cc, ore impnirriT inlrlj- rn ihr^i 1*1 

s^ mtrntf^fttni ^ /•"'[' ••MifiKi, sod not ii uiiglc dutj Uid on so; pfa4«ci>*l 

M M mtnurictun of aur niothrr couoUjr. Thirdly, the luihotity »f tha I 
Incial «M«mMin i> not therein ti> pUii^f *iuti*i » b; the let aci, wlikit j 
in povai<« lor dcfrijib^ the charge si the ■" adminWatigacf j 
mkI ik« ■■ iiipixm of (i*U gowvnittHxt." Founhl;, tbu it Wiag 
«kMtlMrih«uitMUonelAe 4th Ciw^ 111. chap. 15. wm notu mick : 
fc» »«*»«• fXNt^ fW««>i^ ihiuad* -f ■■■.. ^ -ji, f „ Tin pl^jli I 
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*' tradc^ are binding- upon us, it will be difficult 
" for any persons, but the makers of the laws, to| 
** determine which of them are made for the rcgu- 
'■'■ Ititing of trade, and which for raising arevenue ; 
*^ and that from hence raay arise confusion." 

To this I answer, that the objection is of no force 
in the present cage» or such as resemble it ; because ' 
the act now in question, is formed expressly " far\ 
*' ibe sole purpose of raising a revenue* 

HowEVEB, supposing the design of parliament 

had not been expressed^ the objection seems to mfi^ 

of no weight, with regard to the influence whicft 

. those who may make it, might expect it ought ta^ 

ha.ve on the conduct of these colonies. 



*' It is true, that impositions /or raising a re'Benuf'^\ 
may be hereafter caiied regulations of trade ; but; 
names will not change the nature of things. In-j 

pift<i bjr the ccnor o£ the ilaaf-mt, tjieii impeoiiiig av<i them, about (be ul>l 
ICDEioti »r which there could he m dauU. 

Theic reasoni so Far distinguish ihe +th G^nrg/ Til. ehap. IJ. frnm 'he 
acl. thai it U out lo h« woniicrcil at, that the Erst thoiild have been ^uhmitcs 
10, thfliUgh thd itit ihonLd cicitc the mobt uniTUsal an^l ^iriccd oppoMt'O 
For tiai wUI he fount!, oti ihc strktest eiMnination^ lo be, in the primifilt i 
whtth ■[ li fotinilcd, and in the ctait^taint that muu altettd it, if fouibli 
ntae deitnietire thaq the itamf^et, Ie la, to npKik plain]]', a fnJ<o 
tna Ibws; not having one Bniiili feature- 
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deed "WC onghl firmly to believe, what is an un- 
doubted truth, confirmed by the unhappy cspe^^ 
' ricnce of many htatt* heretofore free, that unless fS^M 
mast vsaicbful attention be exeriedy a 7iew servJl^M 
l.tucic mnjf be slipped upon uf, under the sanction of 
usual and respettahle terms, 

Tiic$ the Cfisars ruined the Roman libert] 
mder the titles of tribunicial ancJ dictatorial ai 

ftlioritics old and venerable dignities known 

I the most flourishing times of freedom. In imjtati 
^611 of the same policy, James II. when he meat, 
to establish popery, /a/ierf of liberty of conscience" 
ic moat sacred of all liberties ; and had thereby 
Inioit deceived the dissenters into destruction. 

Ail artfiU rulers who strive to extend their po^ 
ler beyond its just limits, endeavour to give to thcj 
attempts as much semblance of legality as possibU 
iThose who succeed them may venture to go a 111) 
[.■tie further ; for eaeh new encroachment will 
Strengthened by a former. "That which is Ji 
*■** supported by examples, growing old^ will 
" come an example itself,*" and thus suppc 
;sh usurpations. 

}% A ruEE people therefore can never be too quici 
iifVlbservirg, nor too firm in opposing the beginj 



• Tarirw. 
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nings of alreration either in form or reality, 
specting institutions formed for their security- TIm 
first kind of alteration leads to the last; yet, o 
the other hand, nothing is more certain, than tha' 
the. forms of liberty may be retained, when the jw^ 
stance is gone. In government, as well as in re- 
ligion, " the letter killelh, but the spirit givet 
lifr." t 

I Vfiht. beg leave to inforee this remark by 
few instances. The crown, by the eonstitutionj 
has the prerogative of creating peers. The esi&t 
ence of that ordtr, in due number and dignity, 
essential to the constitution ; and if the crown dli 
not exercise that prerogative, the peerage mus 
have long since decreased so much as to have loS 
its proper infiuence. Suppose a prince, for sojn'8 
unjust purposes, should from time to time, advanc 
so many needy, profligate wretches to that rani 
that all the independence of tlie house of tort 
should be destroyed ? there would then be a maaS 
fest violation of the constitution, under the appear 
ancc of using legal preragatits. 

The house of commons claims the privilege 
forming all money bills, and will not suffer eitlit 
of the other branches of the legislature to add 



f % Cor. ill. 6 
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or alter ihcm ; conlcndmg that their power simplyj 
extends to an acceptance or rejection of thcm.j 
This privilege appears to be just : but under pre-i 
fence ofthis just privile^, the house of commons! 
has claimed a license of tacking to money bills^ 
clauses relating to things of a totally different kind,.] 
nnd thus forcing ihcm in a manner on the ting and] 
lords. This seems to be an abuse of that priviJ 
lc^» and it may be vastly more abused- Suppo&e] 
a future hoiise^ influenced by some displaced, dis. 
contented demagogues, in a time of danger, Hhoul< 
tacit to a money bill, something so injurious te 
the king and peers, that they would not assent te 
it, and yet the commons should obstinately insist 
on it; the whole kingdom would be exposed tc 
ruin by them, tridcr the appearance of maintain- 
ing a isaiuahle privilege. 



In these cases It might be difEciiIt for a while to 
determine, whether tlic king; intended to exertnsc 
Ills prerogative in a constitutional manner or not; 
or whether the commons insisted on their deraant^— 
factiously^ or for the public good : but surely th^H 
conduct of the crown, or of the hotise, would in 
time sufficiently explain itself. 

Ought not the people therefore to watch? 
observe facts ? to search into causes ? to invest!] 
I^te designs ? And have they not a right of juc 
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ing from the evidence before them, on no. slighter. 
points than their liberty and happiness ? It would be 
less than trifling, wherever a British government 
is established, to make use of any arguments to 
prove such a rights It is sufficient to remind the 
reader of the day, on the anniversary of which the 
first of these letters is dated. 

I WILL now apply what h^ been said, to the pre- 
sent question.. 

The natttne of any impositions laid by par- 
liament on these colonies, must determine the de* _ 
sign- in laying them. It may not be easy in every 
instance to discover that design. Wherever it is 
doubtful, I think submission cannot be dangerous : 
nay, it must be right ;■ for, in my opinion, there is 
no privilege these colonies, claim, which they ought 
in duty and prudence more earnestly ta maintain 
and defend, than the authority of the British par- 
liament to regulate the tiade of all her dominions. 
Witliout this authority, tlae benefits she enjoys 
from our commerce, must be lost to her : the bless- 
ings we enjoy from our dependence upon her, 
must be lost to us. Her strengtli must decay ; her 
glory vanish ; and she cannot sufl'er without our 

partaking in her misfortune. r-Let us therefore 

cherish her interests as our oivri, and give her eve-. 

VOL. I. 2 B 
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ry thing that it becomes freemen to grwe or i* rem 



*efve. 
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Tiii: nature ofAnr impositions she may lay n^o^y 
U8 irui}'t in general, be known, by considering hd^| 
far they relate to the preservings in due order, the 
connection bttwccn the several parts of the British 
;inpirc. One tiling we may be assured of, which,' 

(thi»—— whenever shcjmposes duties on comi 

„<litJc», to be paid only upon their exportation 
Qrcat'Britain to thc^ colonies, it i& not a rcgula 
0)1 uf trade, but a design to raise a revenue u[ 
ua, OUter instances may happen, which it may" 

,|ipt be necessary at present to dwell on. I hope 
these calonies will never, to their latest esistence, 
want vmhrstanding sujlcicnl to discover the irjien- 

.J ions of those vibo rule over ihemy nor the resolution 
necessary for asserting tbeir interests-. They v/^^ 
always have the same rights, that all free states 

^havc, of judging when their privileges are invaded, 
and of psing all prudent m.easurcs for preservii 
them. 




*•(!■# ^locirca vivite fortes ji 

Fortiapte aihersis opponiie pectora rebus. 
Wherefore keep up your spirits, and gallant 
oppose this adverse course of affairs. 

A FARMER, 



idtti 




J. H I S letter is intended more particularly fa 
such of you, whose employmeiits in life may ha^ 
prevented your attending to the consideration 
some points that are of great and public import 
ance : for many such persons there must be even" 
m iiK&e colonies, where the inhabitants in genera 
are more intelligent than any other people wha 
evet-, as has been remarked by strangers, and 
seems witli reasoni. 



Some of you, perhaps, filled, as I krtow 
1>reasts are, with loyalty to our most excelleni 
prince, and with love to our dear mother countr 
may feel yourselves inclined, by the affections 
your hearts, to approve every action of those who 
you so much venerate and esteem. A prejudice 
thus flowing; from goodness of disposition, is amia- 
ble indeed. I wish it could be indulged witho 
danger. Did I think this possible, the erfor shoUl 
have been adopted, and not opposed by me. B 
in truth, all men are subject to the frailties of na. 
ture ; and therefore whatever regard we entertain 
for the persons of those who govern us, wc shoul 
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nlways remember tliat their conduct, as rulers, 
may be influenced br bumou infirmkties. 



I 



\V HEK any laivs^ injurious to these colonies, ar 

liasbcd, u'e cannot suppose, that any injury was 

intended us by his majestj', or the lords. For t 

[ftsscut of the crown and peers to laws, seems, as fai- 

as I um able to judge, to have been ve$t«^d in theq^H 

Itnorc for their own securitj', than for any olhe^^ 

jpurposc. Oh the other hand, it is the particular— 

ibusiness of the people, to inquire and dtseovf^l 

^'V'hat rcg:U:ations are uathxl For themselves, and to, 

digest and picsenl them in the form of bills, to t^^H 

.©ther orders, to have thera enacted into laws^^ 

Where these laws are to bind thcmsehes, it maj 

be expected, that the house of commons will vei 

carefully consider them : but when they are mak-_ 

ing laws tliat are not designed to bind tbenisehe^ 

we cannot imagine that their deliberations will be 

it&* ca.utious and scrupulous, as in tlieir own case, 



''M 
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• Many reniMtabli; irstaiuw might fcc produced of ili - citraor Jinary inic- 
tention with which hllb nf gfeM importanw, roneernin^ th«c colonies, have 
yasscd in parliuncnl ; which is nwins, a< it U mppaxd, la the hill* he 
brauglit in bj (he perWDS wl»i) have pointt tfl catry, *o arlfolly (rimed, 
it ii not ca!iy for the aicmbcTi in gcnE^a,!, in the hasiA of liufioi^si, to discoi 
(hdr leoJency. 

The fulio'Wij;^ bnanceiihcw tiie truth nf iliiiremiirl. When mr. Or. 
^ilU, in lh< vielencc of rerfonnalioc, Tornied the 4th of Grarj^ lU. chap. 
Ciu regulating the jiacriaix tmiJe, tile M-orU "Inland" in» ixtift in thcii 



tei 
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I AM told, that there is a wonderful address fre* 
quently used in carrying points in the house of 
commons, by persons experienced in these affairs. 
— That opportunities are watched — and sometiiines 



rdating to our iron and lumlier, ao that we could send thete artictes to na 
part af Enrefit, but to Greai-Sritain. TliM tcm eo nnreatonable a rettrictian, 
and to coatraiy to the ccotiments of the IcgisUtiue for inviy yean before^ 
that it is surprising it shouid not have been ta^en notice of in the hoiue> 
However the bill passed into a law. But when the matter was explained, 
thU reNTiclian wa» taken off by a tnbsequcnt ut- I cannot poaitiTcly ny 
hew long after the taking off thi* reitrictioii, *> I haTe not the act) but 1 
think, in leu than eighteen monthi, another act of parliament pagnd, is 
which the word " Ir/latvi" was left out, just as it had been before. The 
matter being a second time plained, mi a second time regulated. 

Now if it he considered, that the omisiuon mentioned strack off with nw 
word la vtrj gr/af a furl of wr (ra*, it mnst appear remartthU : and equally 
(o it the method, by which ritt beaune an etmmerucd commodity. 

" The enumeration was oljcained (layB mr. [a] Gw) hy one Cole, a captain 
of a (hip, empl(>yed by a company then trading to CanUna! lor several ihips 
goin^r from Enj^laad thither, and purchasiag rice for Pvingal, prevented l6* 
eftrciaid captain of a loading. Upon hji coming home, he possessed one mr. 
lAmmda^ 3, member of parliament {"wha waj vtry JrMutnity employed to prepare 

muj with an opinion, that curying rice directly to Ftrttgal, was ■ pre}tidice 
to the trade of Englaiid, and pr'natitf got a clause into an act, to make it an 
cnomerated comniodity ; iy vibiib meaiu bt itatrid a Jreig}^ t» bimtelj. But tbt 
ttntrjnetict frmtJ a vait kii to tie nalieii.'' 

I find that this clause, " frkuUely gat istoan axx"jBrthcbtKffit ofcaptaim Ciii, 
to the ** V' tail of tbt aafum" 11 foisted into the 3d and 4ch Atuu, chap, jth, 
intituled, " An act forgranting to her majestyafurtheriubadf on wines and 
merchandizes imparted," with which it has no more connection, than with 
34th£/win/I. the 34th and 35th of /fnr^ VIIl. and the SJth of Ct«r&i II. 
ifbiiL frtvldi, that noptrten ibaBbe taxed tml by iimtlfiir bii reprtsaitatfve. 

[«] Ga OB trade, pif e 33. 



voles are passed, that ir all the members had been 
present, would have been rejected by a great majo- 
rity. Certain it is, that when a powerful and artfl^l 
man has determined on any measure against thes^^ 
colonies, he has always succeeded in his attempt. 
Perhaps therefore it will be proper for us, whenever 

'any oppressive act affecting us is passed, to attri- 
bute it to the inattention of the members of the 
house of commons, and to the malevolence or a 
bition of some factious great man, rather than 

' any other cause. 

Now I do verily believe, that the late act 
-parliament, imposing duties on paper, &?£. 
'formed by mr. Grcnville, and his party, because T! 
is evidently a part of that plan, by which he endet 
Voured to render himself ^o^(//iir at home ; and, 
do also believe, that not one half of the members 
of the house of commons, even of those who heal^^J 
It read^did perceive how destructive it was to Ame- 
rhtitj freedom. For this reason, as jt is usual in 
Ctear-Britain^ to consider the king's speech as th^_ 
speech of the ministry, it may be right here to coiS^I 
sider this act as the act of a party, perhaps I should 
speak more properly, if I ivas to use another te 
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There are two ways of laying taxes. One 
by imposing a certain sum on particular kinds 
property, to be paid by the user or consumci^ 
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liy rating the person at a certain sum. The other 
is, by imposing a certain sum on particular ktnt 
of property, to be paid by the seller. 

When a man pays the first sort of tax, htkncmi 
•ii'jtb certainty that he pays so much money for 
tax. The consideration for which he pays it, 
remote, and, it may be,, does not occur to hii 
He is sensible too, that he is commanded andobli^ 
ed to pay it as a rax ; and therefore people are apt' 
to be displeased with tliis sort of tax. ^_ 

The other sort of tax is submitted to in a very 
different manner. The purchaser of any articU 
yery seldom reflects that the seller raises his prict 
so as to indemnify himself for the tax be has paid/" 
He knows that the prices of things are continually 
fluctuating, and if he thinks about the tax, 
thinks at the same time, that he mi^^t have pai* 
as much, if the article he buys had not been taxed. 
He gets something visible and a,^rceiil)le for ht^ 
nione>' ; and tax and price arc so confounded toge 
thcr, that he cannot separate, or docs not chooac 
lake the trouble of separating them. 

This mode of tasation therefore is the mode 
suited to arbitrary and oppressive governments^^ 
■-—The love of liberty is so natural to the humai^' 
JieiiTt, Uiat unfeeling tyrants ^tUiiik themselves oblig- 
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ed to accommodate their schemes aa much as they 
can to the appearance of justice and reason, and to 
deceive those whom they resolve to destroy, or op- 
press, by presenting to them a miserable picture of 
freedom, when the inestimable original is lost. 

This policy did not escape the cruel and rapacious 
Nero* That monster, apprehensive that his crimes 
might endanger his authority and li&, thought pro- 
per to do some popular acts, to secure the obedi- 
ence of his subjects. Among other things, says 
Tacitus, " he remitted the twenty-fifth part of the 
*• {Hrice on the sale of slaves, but rather in sbew 
** than reality ; for the seller being ordered to pay 
'* it> it became part of the price to the btiyerJ^^* 

This is the reflection of the judicious historian; 
but the deluded /eo//f gave their infamous emperor 
full credit for his false generosity. Other nations 
have been treated in the same manner the Romans 
were. The honest, industrious Germans, who are 
settled in different parts of this continent, can in- 
form us, that it was this sort of tax that drove them 
from their native land to our woods, at that time 
the seats of perfect and undisturbed freedom. 

Their princes, infiamed by the hist of power, 
and the lust of avarice, two furies that the more 

* TiitKi'i Ann. book 13. sect. 31. 
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tKey are gorged, the more hungrj' they grow, trans' j 
gressed the bounds they ought, in regard to them- 
selves, to have observed. To keep up the decep- 
tion in the minds of subjects. '* there must be," 
suys a very learned author,f '■'■ some proportioa 
between the impost and the value of the commo- 
dity ; wherefore there ought not to be an excessive 
duty upon merchandizes of litdc value. There arc 
countries In which die duty exceeds seventeen or 

eighteen times the vahie of the commodity, In 

this case the prince removes the iiliiaion- His sub- ^j 
jects plainly see they are dealt with in an unreason- ^B 
able manner, which renders them most exquisitely 
sensible of their slavish situation." From hence 
it appears, that subjects may be ground down into 
misery by this sort of taxation, as well as by tlie 
former. They will be as much impoverished, i 
their money is taken Crom them In this way, as i»| 
the otiier ; and that it will be taken, may be more 
evident, by attending toa few more considerations^ 

The merchant or importer who pays the duty 
at first, will not consent to be so much money out , 
of pocket. He therefore proportionably raises th« ■ 
price of his goods. It may then be said to be a. 
contest between him and the person offering to buy, 
who shall lose the duty. This must be decldcti 
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by tlie nature of the commodities, and the purcha- 
I «er*s demand for them- If they are mere Iuxnri< 
he is at libert}' to do as he pleases, and if he biiysT 
|*he does it voluntarily : but if they are absolute ntf^_ 
tesiarUs^ or canvenic/tcies, which use and custo^H 
liai'e made requisite for the comfort of life, and 
%Thich he is not pennitted, by the power imposing- 
the dutv, toger eiseiDbere, there the seller has a plalj^^ 
advantage, and the buyer must pay the duty. In^" 
fact, the seller is nothing less than a collector o( 
tfie tax for the power that imposed it. If these d* 
lies then are extended to the necessaries and coi 
veniencies of life in general, and enormously 
creased, the people must at length become indeed 
' ■' most exquisitely sensible of their slavish situati. 
** on." Their happiness therefore entirely depends^ 
on the moderation of those who have authority 
impose the duties. 



4 



- I SHALL now apply these observations to thcla 
act of parliament. Certain duties are thereby im 
posed on paper and glass, imported into tliese 
lonies. By the laws q^ Great -Britain we are p: 
hibited to get these articles from any other part of 
the world. We cannot at present, nor for many 
years to come, though we should apply ourselves 
to these manufacttires with the utmost industry, 
malce enough ourselves for our own use. That 
paper and glass are not only convenient, but abso-s 
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iHtel^necessary for us, I imagine very few will 
contend. Some perhaps, \i ho think mankind grew 
wicked and luxurious, as soon as they foynd out 
another way of communicating their sentiments than 
by speech, and another way of dwelling than in 
caves, may advance so whimsical an opinion. But 
I presume no body will take the unnecessary trou- 
ble of refuting them. 

From these remarks I think it evident, that we 
must use paper &nd gla&a^ ; that what wc: use, must 
be £r ii is Jj ; aiid thatwe wiuj/ pay the duties im^- 
posed, unless those wlio sell these aiticleSj are s(t 
generous as to make us presents, of the duties they 
pay. 



Some persons may think this act of no conse- 
quence, because the duties are so small. A fatal 
error. T/jai is the very circumstance most alarm- 
ing to me. For I am convinced, that the authors 
of tliis law would never have obtained an act to 
raise so trifling a sum as it must do, had they not 
intended by it to establish a precedent for future 
use. To console ourselves with the smalhiess of 
the duties, is to walk deliberately into the snare 
that is set for us, praising the neatness of the work- 
manship. Suppose the duties imposed by the late 
act could be paid by these disti-esscd colonies with 
the utmost ease, and that the purposes to which 



t 



Ihry arc to be applied, were the most reasonable 
and i-quJU(1>l<^ that can be concfivetl, the contrary 
of whiLh 1 hope to tlemonstrale before these tetter^™ 
are concUided ; yet evcii ii\ such a supposed cus^P^ 
these colonies ought to regard the act with abhor- 
rence. For wbo are a free people ? Not tbosi 
over whom government is reasonably and equU 
bly exercised, but tbifscy who live under a govein^ 
ment so consiituiioualiy checked and coriiroiiiedfi-t 

at proper provision is made against its beii 
oiheru'ise exercised- 
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TjiE late act is founded on the destruction oft 
constitutional security. If tlie parliament hare 
right to lay a duty of four shillings and eig-ht-pencc 
on a hundred weight of glass, or a ream of paper, 
tliey have a right to lay a duty of any other sum on 
either. They may raise the dut3% as the author 
before quoted says has been done in some coun- 
tries, till it *' exceeds seventeen or eighteen times 
" the value of the commodit)-," In short, if they 
have a right lo Ilvv a tax: of one penny upon ub, 
they have a right to levy a nirV/iffW upon us: fi 
where does their right stop ? At any given number 
of pence, shillings or pounds f To attempt to limit 
their right, after gi'anting it to exist at all, is as 
contrary to reason^ — as granting it to e^ist at all, is 
contrary to justice. If tfjey have any right to tax 
■ —then, M'hether our ensra money shall continue in 
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07ir ffwn pockets or not, depends no longer on a*, 
but on them. " There is nothing which" we can 
call our own ; or, to use the words of mr. Locke — 
" ivbat property have vje in that, which another 
" wrty, by righty take^ -when be pleases^ to hint' 
'• self?"* 

These duties, which will inevitably be levied 

upon us which are now levying upon us— 

are expressly laid Jbr the sole purpose of taking 
money. This is the true definition of " taxes.^* 
1 hey are therefore taxes. This money is to be 
taken from us. We are therefore taxed. Those 
who are taxed without their own consent, express- 
ed by themselves or their representatives, are 
slaves. We are taxed without our own consent, 
expressed by ourselves or our representatives. We 
are therefore SLAVES. \ 



Miserable vulgus, 
A miserable tribe. 



A FARMER. 



* Lord Camden't speech. 



I " It ia my opiuion, that this kingdom ha* do right lo hj a Ibk upon the 
colonies." — " The Americant are the wn/, rot the hmiarii of England." — " The 
dlitinctioa hetween Ic^ilatim and taxalien it essentially necessary to liberty."— 
" The ctm/am of America, represented in their screral sssemblies, have ever 
been in possenion of this their constitutional right, oi giving and granting tteir 
Km aiamy. They wotild hare been ilavii, if they had not enjoyed it." — ■" The 
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LETTER nil. 



MY DEAR COUNTRYMEN. 



In my opinion, a dangerous example is set in 
the last act relating to these colonies. The power 
of parliament to levy money upon us for raising a 



ideii, of > virtual rtfreinttatim of Amerita in thit hoDM, U the tnoit contempti- 
ble idet, that evet entered into the head of man.— It does not dcKrve a icA- 
Mil refbtatioo." Mr. Pitt's iftetb tn tbi Aaatp-aa. 

That great and excellent man, lord CamJtn, naiatajnt the aame opinion. 
Hi* ^eech in the hoOK of peeri, on the declaratory bill of the tovereignt; of 
GrtM-Srittthi orer the cotoniei, hai lately appeared in our papera. The fol- 
lowing extracts %o perfectly agree with, and confirm the aentiments avowed 
In theae ietten, that it is hopetl the interting them in this note will be ex- 
ctued. 

* Ai the affair is of the utmtil im^riaiat, and in its coauqoences may la- 
ralrethefiUefiimg^mi, I look the Ktictest review of my argument j ; 1 rc- 
enmined all my authoriiie« ; fully determined, if I found myself mistaken . 
publicly to own my miKake, and give up my opinion : but my Bearchei have 
more and more convinced me, that the Briiht parliament have " no right to 
tar," the Ameriiaiit."—^ Nor it the doctrine new -, it is as old as the constitu- 
tion ; it grew up with it ; indeed it is its support." — " Taxatiai and reprunUa- 
to* are inseparably united. Con hath joined them : no Brititb parUament 
can separate them ; to endeavour to do it, is to stab our vitals." 

" My position is thia — 1 repeat it— I will maintain it to my Uk hour— 
tanatiau and rtfrtttatatim are inseparable — thit potition it founded on the lawi 
cC nature ; it is more, it it ictelf « rlemal lavi tf taliirt ; for whatever it a 
^um't own, it absolutely his own ; m man bath a rigbl la takt it from bim villbaui 
tiriwuiiK, either ezpretsed by himself or rcpreKBtutTe; vibtmr attempu t» ih 



a revenue, is therein avo'wed VLud exerted. Ueg^ard- 
ing- the act upon this single principle, I must again 
repeat, and I think it my duty to repeat, that to me 
it appears to be unconstitutional. 

No man, who considers the conduct of the parli- 
ament since the repeal of the stamp-act, and the 
disposition of many people at home, can doubt, 
that the chief object of attention there, is, to use 
mr. Grcn-aillc^s expression, "providing that the 



h, aUaapti en injury : v^f^fr j/orr il, iimirrili a rtHiry ; bi iLrtvii JatiMi tie JiitiaC' 

fiM littuiieii tiitrl] aiui iluviry. " ''' Tberc ii OQl: a iliiJe efgraii, in tlic ino^ 

obscure tetfatt af the kingdcMti, which is uot, which was hdC ever ftpraiutid, 
lince ihe cunHirution I)i:gDD : IbEXc a noii MaJc cfgriisi, which, when lucdr 
BMj net tni^tJ hy thr cnairai of iL frsfirieior" " The fprtfflth-cr* of the vf wtcaai 
itid Dot Ifave ihc;ir Bicive country, and sulijen tlvfinielTO In ever; danger and 
distress, to be riJuiid to a italc ofiLivtrj. They ^id jioc give up ilicir right* i 
ihey looked tot pTOte-rtion, aod nrt_/ir#itf(W, from thtir rnvthci coufiiiy. | 
Bj her thry expected la be defended in the possesKion of their property, and 
Dot to tic deprived of it : fnr tliould Che present power rontinue, licre u nstliiii^ 
^obicL ihey t^trt iali their riuit ; or, to use \he nor(£s of nif, I.oete^ '^ vJ^'^^ prtperiy 
iavf t^fy in that J vrbi^ii trimtL^r mtiy^ by riplitj ini/, ^fiijn bi pii^uiej, la bimjef/f 

It u impoitible Co read this fpeecli, sad mr. P'iti'j, and not be charmed wiciL 
the gencrDUfl zeal for tlic rig'hEd of ni&nkind Lhit g:lowK iu evaj KDteacc 
Theie great and good men, uniniatcd hy the Eubjeel they s-peali upon, k«ibi 
in rise above all the Xnnncr glorious eicnii>n3 of their cbilitica. A furcigacr 
mijght be tempted to tbiak tliey are Amerlauti, aucrticig, widi all the udoutr 
Kif patriotiiOT, and alt thic anxiety ai appreliension, the cause of c]i«Ir native 
laud — ind not Sriimn, itriviiig^ ta fXaf ihdr mistaken cemiirymcji from up- 
^Cuijlg* athetB- Thc-ir rLTSioding i» not nnlj just — it i^^ aa mr- Hume ijys of 
the eluquence uf Bimeithirtn, " vehiuncnt." It is dijidain, stiver, balilncs^ 
ttcedum, involved in a uminual iircuii iif argunicni, 




dependence and obedience of the colonies be assert- 
ed and mamtained." 




Under the influence of this notion, instantly 
repealing ^ht stamp -arl, an act passed dcchiring 
power of pai'liament to bind these colonies in aii^ 
cases •whatcxer. This however was only plantin, 
a barren trtc, that cast a shade indeed over the c 
lonies, but yielded no fruit. It being deterniin' 
to iiiforce llic authority on which the siamp-a 
was founded, the parliament having never renoun- 
ced the right, as iiir. Pitt advised them to do; and 
it being thought proper to disguise that authori 
in such a manner, as not again to alarm the coloniesl 
some little time was required to find a method b; 
which both these points should be united. At I 
the ing^enijity of mr, Cren-Jiille and his party ac 
complishcd the matter, as it was thought, in " an 
** act for granting certain duties in the British co- 
•* Ionics and plantations in America^ for alloivin 
** drawbacks," Wc. which is the title of thea 
laying duties on paper, &ff. 





The parliament having several times before mn 
posed duties to be paid in America, it ivas expect 
ed, no doubty tbattbe repetition of such a measun^ 
•uiould be passed oiicr, as an usual thing. But to"* 
have done this, without expressly "asserting andj 
" maintaining*' the power of parliament to tuki 
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our money without our consent, and to apply it as 
they please, would not have been, in mr. Gren-^ 
ville's opinion, sufficiently dedararn-e of its supre- 
macy, nor sufficiently depressive of American free-L 
dom. 

Therefohe it is, that in this memorable act we 
find it expressly " provided," that money shall be 
levied upon us without our consent, for purposes, 
that render it, if possible, more dreadful than the 
stamp-act. 

That act, alarming as it was, declared, the mo- 
ney thereby to be raised, should be apf^ied '* to- 
" wards defraying the expences of defending, pro- 
'* tecting and securing the British colonies and 
" plantations in America :" And it is evident 
from the whole act, that by the word " British'*'^ 
were intended colonies and plantations settled by 
British people, and not generally, those subject to 
the British croivn. That act therefore seemed to 
have something gentle and kind in its intention, 
and to aim only at our own welfare : but the act 
now objected to, imposes duties upon the British 
colonies, " to defray the expences of defending, 
-protecting and securing his majesty's dominions in 
America.** 

VOL, 1. 2D 
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What a change of words ! What an incont' 

putable addition to the expcnces intended by the 
stamp-act! "His Majesty^s dominions'* com- 
prehend not only the British colonies^ but also the 
conquered provinces of Canada and Florida, and 
the British garrisons o/'Nova-Scotia; Tot thesedo 
not deserve Uk name of colonies. 

What justice is there tn making us pay for 
*' defending, protecting and securing" these pla- 
ces ? What benefit can we, or have we everde^ 
rived from them ? None of them was conquered 
^forvs; nor will ** be defended, protected or se- 
cured" for us. 

In &ct, howevtf advantageous the subduing or 
teeping any of these countries may be to Great- 
Britain, the acquisition is gready injurious to these 
colonies. Our chief property consists in lands. — 
These would have been of much greater value, if 
such prodigious additions had not been made to 
the British territories on this continent. The na- 
tural increase of our own people, if confined within 
Ihe colonies, would have raised the value still high- 
er and higher every fifteen or twenty years : besides, 
we should have lived more compactly together, and 
have been therefore more able to resist any enemy. 
But now the inhabitants will be thinly scattered 
•over an immense regioii, as those who want settle- 



( 319 ) 

ments, will choose to make new ones, rath.cr than 
pay great prices for old ones. 

Th e s e are the consequences to the colonies, of 
the hearty assistance they gave to Great-Britain in 

the late war a war undertaken solely for ker 

own benefit. The objects of it were, the securing 
to herself the rich tracts of land on the back of 
these colonies, with the Indian trade ; and Noxa- 
Scotia, with the fishery. Tbese^ and much more, 
has that kingdom gained; but the inferior animals 
that hunted with the lion, have been amply reward* 
ed for all the sweat and blood their loyalty cost them, 
by the honour of having sweated and bled in such 
company. 

I TILL not go so far as to say, that Canada and 
Nvca-Scotia are curbs on Nevj - England ; thecJbain 
efforts through the back woods on the middle 
provinces; and Florida on the rest: but I will 
venture to say, that if the products of Canada, No- 
va-Scotia and Florida, deserve any consideration, 
the two first of them are only rivals of our northern 
ctrfooies, and the other of our southern. 

It has been said, that without the ccmquest of 
these countries, the colcmies could not have been 
" protected, defended and secured." If that is true-, 
it may with as much propriety be said, that Great' 
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Britain could not have been " defended, protect 
'* and secured," without that conquest : for t 
colonies are parts of her empire, which it as muc 
concerns her as them to keep out of the hands o: 
miy other power. 




Bdt these colonies^ when they were much wea 
cr, defended themselves, before diJs conquest was 
made, and could a^ainUoit, against any that might 
properly be calltd their enemies, if France and 
Spain indeed should attack them, as members of 
the British empire, perhaps they might be distress- 
ed ; but it would be in a British quarrel. 



Tii E largest account I have seen of the numb 
of people in Canada^ does not make them cxcee 
90,000- Florida can hardly l>e said to have any 
inhabitants. It is computed that there are in our 
colonies 3.000,000. Our force therefore must I 
crease with a disproportion to the growth oS thei 
strength, that ^vould render us very safe. 



] 

ny 
ur 
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This being the state of the case, I cannot think , 
it just that these colonies, labouring under so mang^f 
misfortunes, should be loaded with taxes, to main- 
tain countries, not only not useful, but hurtful t 
them. The support of Canada and Florida cos 
yearly, it is s^iid, hajf a mllJion sterling. Fro 
hence we may make some guess of the load that is X- 



be laid upiin us ; for we me not only to *' defenc^ 
*' protect and secure" /iiem, but also to make " 
*' adequate provision for defraying the charge of 
the administration ofjustice, and the support of 
" civil government, in such provinces where 'd 
?' sliall be found necessary." 



Nor one of the provinces of Canada, No'va-Scol 
tin* or Florida, has ever defrayed these expenct 
sxi'tthin itseff; and if the duties imposed by th« 
'last statute are collected, all of ihcm together, ac- 
cording to the best information I can get, will not 
pay one quarter as much as Pennsylvania alotim^^ 
So that the British colonies are to be drained of the 
rewards of their labour, to cherish the scorching 
sands of Florida^ and the icy rocks of Canada and 
Noiia-Scoiia, which never will return to us one fax?, 
thing that we aend to them. 



i 



GfiEAT-BfiiTAiN 1 mean, the ministry in 

Great-Britain^ has cantoned Canada and Florida 
out into_;?iif or six governments, and may form as 
tiiany more. There now ^re fourteen ovjifteen regi-^ 
ments on this continent ; and there soon may be 
many more. To make " an adequate provision' 
for all these expcncesy is, no doubt, to be tht 
ritance of the colonies. 
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' Ca» any man believe that the duties upon pj 
per, t^c. are the /asi that will be laid for these purj 
poses? It is in vain to hope, that because it is Jm-" 
prudent to lay duties on the exportation of manu-, 
factures frora a mother countr}- to colonies, as it 
may promote manufactures among ihem, that this^ 
consideration will prevent such a measure. 

AMBiTiotrs artful men have made it popular, 
and whatever injustice or destruction will attend it 
in the opinion of tlie colonists, at home it will be 
thought just and salutary.* 

. The people o^ Great-Britain will be told, and 
liave been told, that they are sinking under an im- 
men'se debt that great part of this has b^en con- 
tracted in defending the colonies that these are^ 

so ungrateful and undutiful, that they will m 

contribute one mite to its payment nor even to] 

the support of the army now kept up for their " d( 

'* fence and security," that thej'^ are rolling* 

in wealth, and are of so bold and republican a spi- 
rit, that they are aiming at independence that 

the only way to retain them in '* obedience," istc 
keep a strict watch over them, and to draw off part 
of their riches in tastes and that every burden 



■ " So (rrdukm ai well lu nfiilinoif, arc the people in hclkTiag orrj "'''"g,* 
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laid upon tbem, is taking off so much from Great- 

Britain. These assertions will be generally 

believed, and the people will be persuaded that 
they cannot be too angry with their colonies, as that 
anger will be profitable to themselves. 

In truth, Great-Britain alone receives any be- 
nefit firom Canada^ Nova-Scotia, and Florida ; and 
therefore she alone ought to maintain them. The 
old maxim of the law is drawn from reason and 
justice, and never could be more properly applied, 
than in this case. 

S^i sentit commodum^ sentire debet et onus. 
They who feel the benefit, ought to feel the burden. 



A FARMER. 




i 



X HAVE made some observations on ihe prirpa 
scs for which money is to be levied upon us by the, 
late act of parliament. I shall now offer to you 
consideration some further reflections on that sub 
ject : and unless I am greaily mistaken, if these 
purposes are accomplished according Jo the cx->^^ 
pressed intention of ihe act, they will be found e^~^^ 
fectually to supercede that authority in our respect- 
ive assemblies, which is essential to liberty. Th 
question is not *' whether some branches shall b 

•' lopped off.'" The axe is laid to the root o 

the tree ; and the \ihole body must jiifallibiy perj 
ish> if we remain idle spectators of tlie work. 



No free people ever esisled, or ciin evt-r exist 
without keeping, to use a common, but strong ex^ 
pression, "the purse strings,'* in their o^n handsJ 
Where this is the case, fZ/ffj have a cou^iiiutionai 
check upon the administration, which may thereb| 
be brought into order wi/^oH/ "aiolence .- but wlicr< 
such a power is not lodged in the peopie, oppress- 
ion proceeds uncontroulcd in its career* till the go. 
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vemed, transported into rage, seek redress In tlie 
midst of blood and confusion. 

Th£ ingenious mr. Humt^ speaking of the An^lo' 
Narman government, says — " princes and minis- 
ters were too ignorant, to be themselves sensible 
of tlie advantage attending an equitable administra- 
tion, and there was no established council or as- 
sembly^ '\xihich could protect the people^ and by 
■wiihdrawmg supplies^ regularly and peaceably ad- 
monish the king of his duty, and insure the execa-\ 
tion of the laivs."** 

Thus this great man, whose political reflecti- 
ons are so much admired, makes t&ts power one of 
the foundations of liberty. 



The English histoty abounds with instances, 
proving that this is the proper and successful way 
to obtain redress of grievances. — How often have 
kings and ministers endeavoured to throw oiF this 
legal curb upon them, by attempting to raise money 
by a variety of inventions, under pretence of law, 
without having recourse to parliament ? And how 
often hare they been brought to reason, and peace- 
ably obltged to do justice, by the exertion of this 
co&stitntionaj authority of the people, vested in 
their representatives ? 

VOL. I. 2 F 
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The inlmbltaiits of these colonies have, otinui 
Iberless occasions, reaped the benefit of this authc 
Irity lodged in their assemblies. 

It has been for a long time, and now Is, a cor 
stant instruction to all governors, to cbtain a pehJ 
Vla.'hs.'st support for the offices of goiiernment. But 
as the author of the administration of the colonis 
Bays, '* this order of the crown is generally, if nc 
inivcrsally, rejected by the legislatures of the coI< 
^4iies." 

Thev perfectly know bo'OJ much their grievances 

bft-Quld be regarded, if they had no other method 

engaging attention, than by complaining. Thos^ 

who rule, are extremely apt to think well ofthe 

constructions made by themselves in support 

their own power. These are frequently erroneous 

and pernicious to those they govern. Dry remt 

strances, to shew that such constructions are wrong 

and oppressive, carry very little M-eight with thei 

-in the opinion of persons who gratify their own ii 

clinatlons in making these constructions. Tbt 

CANNOT Understand the reasoning that oppose 

iheir power and desires. But let it be made tbe^ 

interest to understand such reasoning andJ 

)onderful light is instantly thrown upon the mal 
'ter; and then, rejected remonstrance becomes 
<clear as " proofs of holy writ.*" 



C 5^7 ) 

'be three most important articles that our as- 
semblies, or any legislatures can provide for, are,, 

first the defence of the society ; secondly 

the a.dminis.tration of justice ; and thirdly — ^thc 
support of civil gQvernir«nt, 

Nothing can properly regukte the esjjence of 
making provision for these occasions, but the 7ieces- 
sit'i^s of the society ; its abilities i the cori's'emcr.cy 
of the modes of levying money in it ; the maiinsr 'n\ . 
which the laws have been executed ; and the con- 
duct of the officers of government :- all •which are 
circumstances, that cannot possibly be properly 
J<no'^n^ but by the society itself; or if they should 
be known, v^Hl not probably be properly considered 
but by that society.. 

If money be raised upon us by others^ ^i ithout 
our consent, for o«r " defence,'^ those who are the 
judges in Icnyhig it, roust also be the judges in ap- 
plying it- Of consequence the money jiiit/ to be 
taken from us for our defence, may be employed to 
our injiu-y. We may be chained in. by a line of 
fortifications — obliged to pay for the building and 

maintaining them and be told, that they are for 

our defence. With \vhat face can wc dispute the 
fact, after having granted that those who apply the 
monej', had a right to le'oy it ? For surely, it is much 
easier for their wisdom to understand how to apply 
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it in the best manner, than how to levy it in the 
best manner- Ikaides, the right of levying is of 
iiifiaiicly more consequence, than ;-6o/ (rf apply lug* 
The people o( £%'ici/iti, wlio would burst out into 
fury, if the crown should attempt to levy money bjr 
ila own authority, have always assig;ned to the 
crown the appfi cation of maney. 

As to (he '* administration of jusuce"- 
judgcs ought, in a well reguhitcd state, to be equally, 
independent of tlie executive and legislative powd^f 
Thus ill EngUmd^ judges hold their commissions 
from the crown *' ditring gadd l>el?atihitr,'* ^M 
have salaries, suitable to their dignity, jf/f/^*/ o^^ 
them by jiarliamcnt. The purity of the courts of 
taw since this cstabliiihment, in a proof of the wi^ 
dom with Mhich it was made. 



Bur in these colonies, hoiv fruitless has 
every attempt to have the judges appointed " dur- 
" 'ttg good behaviour P' Yet whoever considers 
the matter, will soon perceive, that jmc/j commissi" 
ons are beyond all comparison more necessary! 
tliese colonies, than they were in Englatid. 

Th e chiefdanger to the subject tbcre^ arose from 
the arbitrarj- designs of the crown ,• but ii^r,?, the 
time may come, when wc may have to contend 
with the designs of the erozm^ and of a mig-iii 
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kingdom. What then must be our chance, when the 
laws of life and death are to be spoken by judges 
totally dependent on that croty;:, and that king- 

^QfYi sent over perhaps yrcm ibftice — filled with 

British prejudices and backed by a standing 

army supported out of ovr own pockets, to 

" assert and maintain" oon own " dependence 
" and obedience." 

Bur supposing that through the extreme lenity 
that will prevail in the govemment through all 
future ages^ these colonies will never beliold any 
thing like the campaign of chief justice Jeffreys^ 
yet what innumerable acts of injustice may be com- 
mitted, and how fatally may the principles of liber- 
ty be sapped, by a succession of judges utterly in- 
dependent of ths peoph^'i Before such judges, the 
siipple wTctches, Avho cheerfully join in avowing 
sentiments inconsistent with freedom, will always 
meet with smiles ; while the honest and brave men, 
who disdain to sacrifice their native land to their 
pwn advantage, but on every occasion bolcliy vindi- 
cate her cause, \vill constantly be regarded with 
frowns. 

Theb.e are two other considerations relating to 
this head, that deserve the most serious atteiilicn. . 

I 
By the late act, the officers of the customs are] 
^' impowered to enter into any hoitse, warehouse,! 
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fthop, cellar, or other place, in the Briiish "coTome* 
or plantations in Annrtca, to seiircK for or seize 
prohibited or unaccustomed ^ods," ^c on " wrl 
granted by the superior or supreme court of justi 
having jurisdiction n'ithin such colony or plantation 
Jcspcctively." 



■M 



I 



If we only reflect, that the judges of these coui 
ore to be during pleasure — that they are to hay^^ 
^*^ adequate provision'^ made for thim, which is ^| 
tontinue during rbeir complaisant behaviour — that 
they may be strangers to these colonies — what a^H 
engine of oppression may tliis authority be in suc^^ 
hands ! 



. I AM well aware that writs of this kind may be 
granted at home, under the seal of the court of ex- 
chequer : but I know also, that the greatest asser^H 
ors of the rig-hts q{ Englisbmen have always strenti^^ 
pusly contended, that surh a pozaer was dangcro 
to freedom, and expressly contrury to the commi 
law, which ever regarded a man's house as his c 
lie, or a place of perfect security. 



Ir such power was In the least degree dangeiv 
ous there, it must be utterly destructive to liber 
here. For the people there have two securitl 
against the undue exercise of this power by t 



crowDj which are wanting w^ith us, if the late act 
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talccs place. In the Erst place, if any injustice 
done i/j^rCf tlic person injured may bring his acuon 
ng^ainst the oSender, and have it tried before iuir- 
pendent judges., who are* bo parties in evmmittimg 
the injury. Here he mast be tried before depend- 
ent judges, being the men -abogranted tbe writ* 

To say, that the cause Is to be tried br a jury, 
can never reconcile mea who have any idea of free- 
dom, to sucb a ptnL'er. For wc know thit sheriHs 
in almost every colony on this contiaent, arc total- 
ly dependent on the crown ; and packing of juries 
has been iirequently practised even in the capital of 
the British empire. Even if joriesare well indjii- 
ed, we have too maor instances of the in£acnoe of 

over -bearing unjust judges upon tbeis. The 

brave and wise men who accomplished the revela- 
tion, thought the independency of judges esseotial 
to freedom. 

The other security which the people have at 
home, but which wc shall want here, is this. 

If this power is abused there ^ the parliament, 
the grand resource of the oppressed people, is rc»- 
dy to afford relief. Redress of grievances roust 

' The wriu Tor fewdung boom in L^lmt. we ta ke fftmak ' 

Malof the r nun iif i iilmmii," iinwilh|, mihi »mu» iiiliWiiili 
bf titf cluiicidkc of ifce nAt^ta. 41I Im^fap (S4. 
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precede grants of money. But what regard can vti 
expect to have paid to our assemblies, when they 
will not hold even the puny privilege of French 

parliaments that of registering, before they are 

put in execution, the edicts that take away 
money. 



I 



The second consideration above hinted at, is th^s. 
There is n confusion in our laws that is quite un- 
known in Great-Biiutin. As this cannot be de- 
scribed in a more clear or exact manner, than has 
been done by the in^nious author of the history of 
New-Tork, I beg leave to use his words. ** The 
state of our laws opens a door to much controve^H 
The uncertainty with respect to them, renders pl*^ 
perty precarious^ and greatly exposes us to tb( 
arbitrary decision of bad judges. The common 
law of England is generally received, together wJthj 
such statutes as were enacted before we had a 
gislature of our own; but our courts exercise a 
•oereign outbority, in determining xu&a/^/'ar/j off) 
eomvion and statute law ought to be extended : for 
it must be admitted, that the difference of circum- 
stances necessarily requires us^ in some cases, fj, 
REJECT the determination of both. In manv^i^H 
stances, they have also extended even acts of paf* 
liament, passed since we had a distinct legislature, 
Mihicb is greatly adding to our confusion. The 



practice of our courts is no less uncertain than iIk 



I 




( «33 ) 

law. Some of the English rules are- adopted—. 
others rejected. Two things therefore seem to he 
absolutely necessary for the public security. First, 
the passing aa act for settling the extent of the 
English laws. Secondly, that the courts ordain a 
general set of rules for the regulation of the prac- 
tice." 

How easy it will be, under this " state of our 
laws,'* for an artful judge, to act in the most arbi- 
trary manner^ and yet cover his conduct under spe- 
cious pretences ; and how difficult it will be for the 
injured people to obtain relief, may be readily per- 
ceived. We may take a voyage of 3000 miles to 
complain ; and after the trouble and hazard we have 
undei^ne, we may be told, that the collection of 
the revenue, and maintenance of the prerogative, 
must not be discoursed and if the misbehavi- 
our is so gross as to admit of no justification, it 
may be said, that it was an error in judgment only,:, 
arising from the confusion of our laws, and the zeal 
of the king's servants to do their duty. 

If the commissions of judges are during the plea- 
sure of the ercwn^ yet if their salaries are during 
the pleasure tftbe people, there will be some check 

upon their tonduct. Few men will consent to 

draw on themselves the hatred and contempt of 

VOL. I. 2 F 
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ihosc among nhom tlicy live, for the empty honour 
of being judges.— — It is the sordid love of g-ain, 
tliat tempts men to turn their backs on virtue, a| 
pay their homage \\herc they ought not. 

As to tlic third particular, "■ the support of ci 
"** government," — few words will be sufficient.*^ 
Every man of the least understanding must kno' 
that the cxecuthe power may bt exercised in 
inanner so disagreeable and liLirrassing- to the pe 
p'e, that it is absolutely requisite, that :bey should 
be enabled by the gcntttst method which hq 
policy has yet been ingenious enough to inv' 
thnl is, (>y shui[in^ their bands^ to " admoni 
■(as nir. Htauc says) certain persons " of their di 
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What shall wtJiow think ivhcn, upon looking 
"into the late act, we find the assemblies of these 
provinces thereby stript of their authority on these 
seiieral heads ?' The declared intention of the ^c^ 
is, **that a revenue should be raised in his JJiaji^M 
ty^s DOMINIONS in America, for making a 
more certain and adequate provision for defraying 
the charge of the administration of jusHce^ and 
the support vf ciijil ^ovenimcni in such provinces 
where it shall be found necessary, and toivards fur- 
ther defraying the expetices of defending, protect- 
ing and securing the SAID DOMINIONS. 
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,ET die reader pause here one moment amt 

reflect whether the tojony in which ite lives, 

has not made such " certain and adequate provi- 
sion" for these purposes, its is by the CQlo}ty judged 
suitable t& its nl/Uitifs, and a/1 ofbcr circunutati- 

ces. Then lei him reflect whether if this act 

takes place, qioney is not to be raised on that en* 
]ony without its conssnty to make *' provision" Jar 
these purposes, which it does not Judge to be sutt- 
abU to in abilities^ and all other circumstances. — 
Lastly, let him reflect— whether the people of that 
country are not in a stale of the most abject slavery, 
•whose property may be taken from them under the 
notion of right, •ushen they have refused t& giiie it. 



FoH my part, I think I have good reason for vin. 
dieating the honour of the assemblies on this con- 
tinent, by publicly asserting, that thev hove mads 
as " certain and adequate prevision" for the pur- 
poses above-ment toned, as they ought to have made, 
ftjid that it should not be presumed, that they will 
not do it hereafter. Why then shnnid these most 
important trusts be wrested out of their hands ? — 
Why should they not now be permitted to enjoy 
that authority, which they have exercised from the 
first settlement of these colonies ? Why should 
they Ijc scandalized by tliis innovation, ^vhcn tlieir 
respective provinces are now, and \vill be, for se- 
veral years, labouring under loads of debt, impos- 
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on them for the very purpose now spoken *^? 
Why should all the inhahitants of these coloni 
be, willi the utmost indignity, treated as a herd 
despicable stupid wretches, so uHerly void of co 
mon sense, that thej- will not even make ** ade- 



I 
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quate provision" for the *' administration of j^^H 
lice, nnd the siupport of civil government*' amon^ 



norc 
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them, or for their own *' defence" — though with- 
out such " provision," every people must inevit- 
ably be overvvheimtd with anarchy and destruction? 
la it possible to form an idea of a slaverj- more 
itomltletc^ more miserable, more disgraceful, tl 
that of a people, wlKreJiistU^ is administered^^ 
ternmctst exercised^ and a standing army matt 
lained^ at the expence of the people^ and yet ivith- 
out the least dependence upon them ? If ive can find 
no relief from this infnmoii's situation, it will I^M 
fortunate for us, if mr. Grcnmlh-, setting^ his fertile ' 
fancy agnln at work, can, us by one exertion of it 
he has strlpt us of onr property and liberty, by ano- 
thtr deprive us of so mucii of our undcrstandint 
that, unconscious of what we have been or are^ at 
ungoadcd by tormenting reflections, we may b( 
down our neclcs, with all the stupid serenity of s< 
vitndc, to any drudgery, which our lords and ma 
tcrs shall please to command. 



When the charges of the " administration of 
** justice,*' the '* support of civil govemment," 
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and the expences of" clcfentliiifr, protecting 
'* securing" us, arc provided for, I should be 
g-lad to know, upon vihat occasions the crown will 
ever call our assemblies together. Some few of 
them maj" meet of their oxvn accord, by virtue of 
their charters. But what will they have to do, when 
they are met ? To what shadows will they be re* 
duced I The men, whose deliberations heretofore 
had an influence on every matter relating to the 
liberty and happiness of themselves and their con- 
stituents, and whose authority in domestic affairs i 
at least, might well be compared to that of Roman^^ 
senators, will noiv find their deliberations of no more 
consequence, that those of constables. They may 
perhaps be allowed to make laws /or the yoking of 
hogs, ov pounding of stray cattle. Their influence 
will hardly be permitted to extend so btgh^ as the 
keeping roads in repair, as that business may mon 
properly be executed by those who receive the 
public cash. 



OsE most memorable example in history is sc 
applicable to the point now insisted on, that it will 
form a just conclusion of the observations that 
have been made. 



Spain" was once free. Their cartes rescmblec 
our parliaments. No money could be raised on the 
jicct- ivithouc their consent. One of their kii 
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having rccei^'Cd a grant from them to maintain a 
war against the Moors^ desired^ that if the sum 
which they had given, should not be sufficient, he 
might be allowed, ybr that emergency only^ to raise 
more money v/itbout assembling the cartes. The 
request was violently opposed by the best and wis- 
est men in the assembly. It was, however, com- 
plied with by the votes of a majority ; and this sin- 
gle concession n'as a precedent for other concessi- 
ons of the like kind, until at last the crown obtain- 
ed a general power of raising money, in cases of 
necessity. From that period the cartes ceased ta 
be useful, — the people ceased to beyr^f* 

l^enlenti acrurrite morba. 
Oppose a disease at its beginning. 

A FARMER. 



( *39 ) 



LETTER X. 



MT DEAR COUNTB.TMEH. 

The consequences, mentioned in the last let- 
ter, will not be the utmost limits of our misery and 
infamy^ if the late act is acknowledged to be bind, 
ingupon us. We fcel too sensibly, that any minis- 
serial measures* relating to these colonies, are 
soon carried suscessfully through the parliament. 
Certain prejudices operate there so strongly against 
us, that it may be justly questioned, whether all 
the provinces united, will ever be able effectually, 
to call to an account before the parliament, any mi- 
nister who shall abuse the power by the late act 
given to the crown in America, He may divide 
the spoils torn from us in what manner he plea- 
ses, and vie shall bate no xoay of making bim re- 1^ 
sponsible. If he should order, that every governor 
shall have a yearly salary of 50001. sterling ; ever}' 



* ~Tbc foxloDMi wait act wader be n bm uMnfctcd, wfaea, u 
■ I'ai'ifii. tc —mil the right cf pwUuneac tn ox Amukm, I koMV aot kov 
it k, bu tfccrc m S mtifty ■■ (fai* ho»K, arf^-i iba mt dtmr U n t Hrwdi i r t m midr- 
ur. I wiA je^kmcn «*pld g»t the better <rf thit mi^\i»y IfAtj^t^fr- 
h^ Ht itBt!±mt UJ} maj l^ M aittt tf iti i t^ a t fir ^ nfum^ w K t t " 
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ftfe/Jusiice of 30001. every infmor officer in pro- 
p(trtiun ; And bhoiild then reward tlie most profli- 
gate, igiiunint, or needy dependents ou himself 
oi" h» friend*, with pl;iec% of the j;;-reutcst trust, be- 
cause Ihry uerc of Uic greatest profit, this woul 
be called an iirrangemcnt in consequence of 
** adequiilc provision for defraying the charge. 
khc adDiiniHtralion of justice, and the support of the 
civil go\criimcnt:" and if the taxes should prov 
at any time insuflleii-m to answer uti the cxiicncd 
|6f the nunibcrlc^:^ oOices, which rainistcrs ma; 
EplcuM; lo create, surely the memhers of the house 
iofctinimona uriU be &0 ** mudesi^'' as not to ''cod< 
[tradict a ministt-r," who sh:UI teJl them it is become 
facccssary to lay a new tax upon the colonics^ for 
the laiidahle purposes of defraying the charges of 
Ihc ** adminlstrauon of justice, and support of ci- 
^vU gavcmincnt^' among ihcm. Thus, in fact, n-e 
[sbatl l>c laxedf by miai&tcrs. In short, it will be | 
i In ihcir nowcr to seltle upon us any c/f iV. <(c!csias- i 
ij».:/ or militarj establishment which Oicr chogg^j 
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perceive, by the example of Irelanti^ 
how eager ministers are to seize upon any settled 
revenue, and apply it in supporting their own pow- 
er. Happy are the men, and happy the people luho 
gr»'w Viise by the misfortunes of others. Earnest- 
ly, ray dear countrymen, do I beseech the Author 
of all good gifts, that jou may grow wise in this 
manner; and if I may be allowed to take sucli a 
Liberty, I beg leave to recommend to you in gene- 
ral, as the best method of attaining this wisdom, 
diligently to study the histories of olher counti-iea. 
You will there find all the arts, that can possibly be 
practised by cunning rulers, or false patriots among 
yourselves, so fully delineated, ihat^ changing 
names, the account would serve for your own 
times. 

It is pretty wcllknown on this contioent, that 
Ireland lias, with a regular consistency of injustice, 
been cruelly treated by ministers in the article of 
pensions ; but there are some alarming circumstan- 
ces relating to that subject, which I wish to have 
better known among us, 

fTii E revenue of the crown there, arises print 
pally from the excise granted " for pay of the army. 



t An inquiry iatn ihe legatiiy o£ jiaiiioii* on the Ir'ub HEBbliilimcni, by 
Altstjidir JVf/iii/|f, f sq. one of the king 't CDuneil, Is".. 
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an-d defraying other ruittc charges^ in defence 
and prfservafion of the kingdom" — from the toi 
nagc and additionnl poundage granted '•*for protect- 
** ing tbc tradf «f the kingdom at sea, and aug- 

'* menting the public revemte^^ from il 

hearth money granted as a " public reventi 

for PUBLIC charges a7id expences.** There 
some other branches of the revenue, conccmi 
wliitfh there is not anj' express appropriation 
them for publ.ic serticcyhul which were pla'tnl 
SQ intended. 





Mc- ATAnty ciinduilo liii pi«c in llic following bcJUli/ul manner. 
■V>j/milMi IiBwc bccB ^btaipcd ifa tl"»l mablidtmcDI, M 'frv rht ifrmft 
fmta t/4MUi'utt mm. — If hii iTiijctt^'f revcuueiof Ii-tlaudVeaMe been emplo-fed 
in picntiaUt, u Jii^L^i bit mMjuly"! inijriU a]'lwthkiagd[>m«. — IT the trcaiurt uT 
IitUiJ tai been fiprndcil in pcniioni, ftr mr rtij'li''g mrn pf tbal Hxgiiim It itlri 
tbiir fiufiry ; aad men cf th« ndghbourin^ Idngdom, to bvtiMjr both. — tf Ii 
pctninn* liiic been ptocured, r« lufiftrt ganeiCert aai garni ag-baicti i promotii 
a T«C£ ^\|ii;ii tkr«-Jtcns [LaTLonal njin>'~ — If p^nfipn^ li^ve \>c^a purloiii(4 gut 
till Iiuiuji2l utisatt of htlmi, under ^it maik tf ialariii ammS tt pak- 
^iit,auliii It tie m/iea; ncwlj io«cntcd _/Dr Ibc fuTpmri of cermftha- — If 
i, jiul bcginiuDg^ to recover from the devu^tatlons of muucic untl rebelli- 
ttli, be Dbitrucied in the prngretn of her irure, jj iwarmi tf faiinisr^ vuftwrn, 
frejini m btt «i.i>i/i>^— If, bf iquandcring The niiii-tinal DuS^Iancc of IrtlanJ, in i 
UicitteamSf mtboim-leJ pyofb/iftm of ffeHtiaiij, iiiBteari of Employing it ill nourisl 
and impravicg lier InHmt nfriiulturt, tradi aoA manufaclurrt., or \.aiitUgMaia2 
rtfurmmi )mt pen, Jgntrani, tUtudal, miitraite luithifi (by nuur« tnosIL anusblcj 
Ljnoal TiluaUe, labit worthy of public atientjatil — If, ly mcl abase tjllt mli, 
[taltiliutf, limb and naitiaru, idd axtA liingrr, nxicibtn and wrcttbcJmu, fmpi 
fif^tlilim -loA iartariin., still ntunuiu [heir groimd ; ililU'/arm a etup 
ahumdiMg tfiii oil il'i ri:lci e/tmltii-r, yet hitberto diiitined to beg^ry. — If* 
ftniiasi be fojiiul on the Iriih Citiblijhniciil ; Id aach be cut ofT: and Lc the 
pcrfiiUuUi ailviscrsle branded ■wltli indelible ctiarKteM of pubU? ioJ 
^uxtc, if pcttible, to the diihonour of cheir crime." 



» 



, in « 
,ble, 

i 



( =43 ) 

Of these branches of the revenue, the crown J; 
only trustee for the public. They are unaliena- 
ble. They are inapplicable to any other purposes, 
but those for which they were established ; and 
therefore are not legally chargeable with pensions. 

There is another kind of revenue, which is a 
private revenue. This i& not limited to any pub- 
lic uses ; but the cro-vvn has the same property in it, 
that any person has in his estate. Tliis does not 
amount, at the most, to fftten thousand pounds a 
year, probably not to severi^ and is the only revenue, 
that can be legally charged with pensions. 



If ministers were accustomed to regard tt 
rights or happiness of the people, the pensions in 
Ireland would not exceed die sum just mentioned : 
but long since have they exceeded that limit ; and 
in December 1765, a motion was made in the house ' 
of commons in that kingdom, to address his ma- 
jesty on the great increase of pensions on the Irish 
establishment, amounting to the sura of 158,6851. 
in the last two years. 

Attempts have been made to gloss over these 
gross encroachments, by this specious argument 
— *' That expending a competent part of the public 
" revenue in pensions, fiom a principle of charity 
'* or generosity, adds to the dignity of the cro^vn ; 



^* and is therefore useful to the jPi/W/r," To g4ve 
this argument any weight, it must appear, that the 
pens-ions proceed frotn " charity or generosity 
only"— and that it " adds to tlw dignity of tbej 
crown," to act directfy contrary iff /aw. — - 

Trom this conduct towards frdand, in opcnyio 
lation of law, we may easily foresee what w? ma; 
expect, when a minister will have the •whole re^ae- 
nue of Ainerica in his own hands, to be disposed of, 
at his own pleasure; for c// the monies raised b 
the late act are to be '* applied by virtue oF warrant 
" under the sign manuel, countersigned by the 
" high treasurer, or any three of the eommisioners 
** of the treasury." The residue indeed is to b 
" paid into the receipt of the exehequer, and to 
** disposed of by parliament.'" So that a ministe 
^vill have nothing to do, but to take care, that theri 
shall be no residue^ and he is superior to all con~ 
troul. 



Be SID Es the burden of pensions in Ireland, which 
have enormously increased within these few yearsj 
almost all the ojfices in that poor kingdom, have 
been, since the commencement of the present cen- 
tury, and now are bestowed upon strangers. Few, 
though the merit of persons born there, justly raises 
them to places of high trust when they go abroad,] 
CIS all Europe can witness, yet he is an uncoramon- 
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\y lucky Irishman, who can get a good post in ih 
NATIVE country. 

When I consider the mannerf in which that 
island has been uniformly depressed for so roai^ 



f Iti Cbarlcc the Becond'i time, the houae of ctimniaiit, mflnencol by «Dme 
factious demagogues, were retolved to prohibit the import ition of Jriih cMtle 
into EH^laiui. Amang other argumcntB in Cavniir of Ireland, it was insiued— 
" That ()f cutting ofTahnoet sncirely the trade between thclingdonii, tMtht 
matuToi bandt af tmiaa viere ^nititd, and nothing retnained to keep the Iriii ia 
their duty, hut Jirce and vialaci." 

" The king fsap mr. Hum», in his history of Sngtand/ was m coDvIneedof 
tbejuatncsa of tbe«e reunni, that he uiedall hit interest to oppose the UR,aiid 
be openly declared, that he could Dot give his assent to it with a *afe conscU 
encc. But the commons were resolute in their purpose." — '" And the spirit 
iA tjrtiay, tfvihicb HotUmi are of mnip/iUr lu iisiffiiiolifuZi, had animated the £■• 
^h enremely ta iietrt thar tupernrit] *vir ibtir i^aidaa itate. No aflair conld 
be conducted with greater violence than this by the commons. They even 
went so far in the preamble of the bill, as to declare the importation of Itith 
cattle to be a miieiuf. By this npresnen, thay gave sc*pe to their pauuK, 
and at tlie some time bamd tbt Jdi^'i prtttgati-ot, by which be might think bio»> 
seif intitled to dispense with a law, tafutl ajinjiutice and tad ptiiey. The lord* 
expunged the word, hut as the king was senuble that no supply woidd be giw 
en by the commons, unless they were gratified in all their frcjadien, he wa« 
obliged both to employ his interest with the peers, to make the bill pass, and 
to give the royal assept to it> He could not, however, forbear expressing his 
displeaHire,at the jealousy entertained igainRhim,and at the intention which 
the commons discovered, of letrcochbg hi* prerogative. 

This law brought great distress for some time upon Irilatid, but it has occa- 
sioned their applying with greater industry to manufactures, and has pioved ia 
the issnfi beneficial to that kingdsnii*** * 

Perhaps the tamt remtm occasioned the " barring the king's prerogative" in 
the late act nspeitding the legishtion of Nne-Terk. 
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yean past/ with this pernicious particularity ef 
their parliament* continuing as long as the crown 
pleases^ I am astonished to observe such a love of 
liberty still animating tliat loyal and generous na- 
tion, and nothing can raise higher my idea of the 
integrity ond public spirit-\ of a people, who have 



Thli we ^17 be amireJ of, that m arc u dear to his majeilj, a« the peopla 
of Grtml'Bntaui are. Ifit are hb latjtdi u well u (hey, and ai fiiltfiil ntfoii ; 
and lu4 uajeaty hai given to« matij, toocoiutant proofs of hi* piety and virtne, 
lor any man to think ic pos*ib1e, that mJi a frina can make any UBJutf dia- 
tinoion between lutb mifiiU. It make* no difference to his majoty, whether 
■opplica are raised in Gnat-Britabi, or Amtrua ; but it tnakcs ttau differcucc 
to the cozumoDft of that kin^dotn. 

To tptak plainly, m becomes an honest man on nch important occanooa, 
aU onr miafonnaet arc owing to « but tffnetr in men uf aiilHia and inJUutUe. 
This f rompu them to seek fvpularity by tspciUnti profitable to thcmaelTCH 
thaugh ever to deatructive to their country. 

" Such ia the ■ccnried natore of lawkia ambition, and yet— ^rhat heart but 
ndts at the thought !• — Such false, detestable patrieti, in tverj ilali, hare ted 
their blind, confiding country, shouting their applauMS, into the jaws of liamt 
and ruin. May the wisdom and goodness of the people of Greal-3ritaiii,ia,n 
lb cm from the usual fate of nations. 

"- -^ m intem mertaHa tm^niit" 

* The last Iriih parliament ccntinned thirty>three yean, during aU the late 
king's reign. The present parliament there hai conttaued from the beginning 
sf this reign, and probably will continue till thit reign ends. 

f I am informed, that within thne few yesri, a petition was presented to 
the honte of commona,' setting forth " that herrings were imported into Irt- 
knJ from tome foreign parts of the north m cheap, as to diKouage the Brit'ab 
heiTJDg fishery, and therefore praying that some remedy might be applied in 
that liehalf by pdrUamcDt." 



preserved the sacred fire of freedom from being 
extinguished, though the ahar on which it burnt, 
has been overturned. 

In the same manner shall we unquestionably be 
treated, as soon as the late taxes laid upon us, shall 
make posts in the " government," and the *' adraj- 
" nistration of justice" here worth the attention 
of persons of influence in Great- Britain. We 
know enough already to satisfy us of this truth. 
But this will not be the worst part of our case. 

The principals, in all great offices, will reside in 
England^ making some paltrr alloivance to depu- 
ties for doing the business bere. Let any man 



That up«n thii petition., the houu came to a reiolutian, to UEpwe n duty oC 
two &liiilinj;iiterlIiig<jo every barrcL uf foreign bcrriogi impoctciduiCQ/ri^n/,- 
liot i/terwarji dropt lheaffjjf,/i.»-/(jf "/ "tg-t^n^ in a diifrntt •a'aL Ir^Mii Jmtt 
lim ri^btcf-T/,ii-aGLrr- 

Ba much highei was tbc opInioB, whi-ch tlic tiouK eDtertiicied o£c1k tputc 
•T JfitiHjji llaln of lEist of tbcte coloiiica. 

I Snd, in the last Eir^liiL p3.peT$, that the resolution Hiid GntiDCH Willi 
which, the people of Irtlaad have lalf ly asserccil their h-ecdom, have been io 
almnkllg inCrfet-J'r'W»,tbimli< lard lieutenant, in liiinpeech on the aothftf 
bit 03iiir, " TezommiL-niied to that parliini«nt, that such proviiion may be 
iDidc /or securing die judges in the cnje^f menl of thuir e^>ii and sff«iaij»cnfit 
Jiriii^ litirj^tai It^aviiur, ai shall be tbought nioit cXp.editDt." 

Whit aA important cnnceiaioii ii thiu Db[3incd,by making dcmaDdi becom- 
ing fteenien, iriil) a courage and persc»cratite liccoming (rsemeii t 



iftlllcr what an erchausting drain this must 
u|ion im, when ministers arc possessed of the pow- 
er of creating what posts they please, and ofufEx- 
ing to such posts what salaries they please, ami he 
must be convinced how destructive the lale act 
be. 'I'hc injured kingdom lately mentioned, 
tell us> the mischiefs of ubscnues ,• and we may per 
reive already the same disposition taking place 
with US. Thf government of AW'-J'ori' has been 

exercised by a dcput)-. That of 
held bo; and we know of a number of sec 
ships, collectorships, and other offices, held 
same manner. 



TnUE it 18, that. if the people of Great- Britat^i 
Were not too much blinded by the passions, tl^H 
have been artfully excited in their breasts, against 
their dtiiiful children, the colonists, these consittB 
rutions would be nearly as alarming to them as ^W 
lis. The influence of the crown was thought by 
wise men, many years ago, too great, by reason 
of the multitude of pensions and places bestowed 
by U. These have been vastly increased sine* 



\ One otrtw roi»iin» urjred hy Thni great and hnucM statcsitiBti, «ii iPV* 

VrmfU, la i'.liarltt iliv irciinJ, in Kin i.jnai)i ixjfiwustrtincc, to JisiUflie bim 
/rem aiming >t wbiln»y power, was, that (he king- « had few nfFeea to be- 
«l(iw." HuMi'i HiiOin ef SngTaxiL 

" llioifgli tliie wings of prcrcEaci'^ ^'»'"' htea clip!, tlie uiSiKnt;< ntt 
cmwn i»jjrrH«thMi ewei ii wat in any peflod orcuf histary. Fur whin we 
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and perhaps it would be no difficult matter to prove 
that the people have decreased. 

SiTftELT therefore, those who wish the Tvelfare 
of their country, ou^ht seriously to reflect, what 
may be the consequence of such a. new creation of 
offices, ia the disposal of the crown. The army, 
the administration of justice, and the civil govern- 
ment here, with such salaries as the crown shall 
please to ajuiex, will extend ministeriai injluence ad 
much beyond its former bounds, as the late war 
did the British dominions. 



eantittrr in how many boroiig'tii the goTcrnment h*i tfie votes at conimandj 
when wc consider l]ic vast b'O'iIy of perioiis cjiiploycd in the cailcetiian of (he 
-revenue, in every part of the kingdom, the inconceivable number of pluiiinen, 
and cnntlidaus for places in ihe cuicortia, in the excise, in the poir-olSci'.in. the 
dork-^ardi, in the nrdnancc, in the B^tl-nllit^e, in iheaumps, in tlic 11317 ''°^ 
«ict nailing offices, and in a vnrleiy orolhtr dfprtaicntii when we camider 
again the eicteniive influi'iice nf the laaaej car^onuans, subscripcion jobiben 
and cnntractoTE, the cndlcsD dependencies created bj the obligaiion^ confcTred 

inilheliVjLk of the g^titlctticn'a fBmilies thioUgliaiut the kingdotil, Vrho hflVcre- 
laiUmt prefeired in our navy and nuniernus- standing armj j when I say, we 
tonsidcr how wide, hnw liiiiJing a dependence on the cronii ig created by th« 
above etiumcrated particiiHarBi and the ^elt, the eharniDU.9 weight ^Tli! Influ- 
Oice which the crown dfrivi's from this eiiensiv« degiendetice tipon its fiii'our 
and powci, any litrJ in waiting, any brd of tbe bcdchiunler, laj mui may bg 

appointed nLiciider.'* 

A doctrine (othi« f fleet is laid to have been the iilvlee of L H — -—'. 

i.au nmiifafcr- 
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But ulialcvcr the people of Great-Britain 
ttiink on tins occasion, I liopc the people of thc&e 
colonies will unanimously join in this, sentiment, 
' tiiat the late act of parliament is injurious to th< 
liberiyt and that this sentiment will unite them 
a firm opposition to it, in the same manner as th? 
dread of the siamji-aci did. 



en^, 
th~ 

■ 

dccl „ 

i 



Son E persons may imagine the sums to be rai5ed_ 
^bjr it, are but small, and therefore maybe incline 
to acquiesce under it. A conduct more dangeroi 
to freedom, as before has been obsen'etl, can neve 
be adopted. Nothing is wanted at home, but a 
^recedetu ,-\ tlie force of which shall be established, 
by the tacit submission of the colonies.-— —With 
what 2cal was the statute erecting the post-offic^H 
and another relating to the recovery of debts in ' 
America, "urged and tortured, as precedents in sup- 
port of the stamp-act, though wholly inapplicable 
If the parliament succeeds in this attempt, ot 
statutes will impose other duties. Instead of 



f " Here miy be olnerved, than vlien anjr vicieiiE law or tustom of ] 
ament it broken, and ti-c erowa pOMcacd of a frccrJcnt, hovf Ji^i-tit a ts 
til If mien the juijctl ^^in it lii ftrmcr .friiitm emt rcj'ly- " 

" t( U oat alMArt creilililtf t^/anirr, whenaoj MUlini 6t fandamatat /d«] 

tliit reultn ii alicrcd {ascliewhcrc-hathiceti oTHcrred what d-mgcrsm intMOt- 
nfflriwdo fflll&W." -4/i Ctit'i iasl- pr£4 ^l, 




ing ourselves, as we have been accustomed to 
from the first setUement of these provinces, all our 
usual taxes will be converted into parliamentary 
taxes on our importations ; and thus the parlia- 
ment will levy upon us such sums of money as ihey 
choose to take, without any otbir iimitatian than 
tbslr pleasure^ 



i 



We know how much labour and care have been 
bestowed by these colonies, in laying taxes in such 
a manner, that they should be most easy to th« 
people, by being laid on the proper articles ; most 
equal, by being proportioned to every man's cir- 
cumstances ; and cheapcsty by the method directed 
for coUectiiig them. 

But parliamentary taxes will be laid on us, 
without any consideration, whether there is any 
easier mode. The oiiiy point regarded will be, the 
certainty of le'oying the taxes, and not the conve-, 
nieJice of the people on whom they are to be leviedj 
and therefore all statutes on this head will be such 
as will be most likely, according to the favourits 
phrase, " to execute themsehes.*^ 



Taxes in every free state have been, and ought 
to be, as exactly proportioned as is possible to the 
abilities of those who are to pay them. They can- 
not otherwise be just. Even a hottentot would 
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cotnpreTirnd the unreasonableness of making a p{ 
man pay as much for*' dufending" the propcrtj 
B rich roan, as the rich man paj-s himself. 

• Let any person look into the late act of parlia* 
ment, utid he will immediately perceive, that tl{^B 
immense estates of lord FairJnXy\o\A Baiiimore^^ 
and oMr proprietaries^ which are amongst his ms 
jesiy's other dominions to be *■' defended, pre 

'"■ tectcd and secured" by the act, will not pay 
fie farthing; for the duties thereby imposed, e] 
>t lord hair/iix wants some oi' his windows gla^ 
Eed i lord Baltimore and our proprietories 

'^ulte secure, as they live ia England. 

I MENTION these particular cases, as striking 

^Distances how far the late act is a deviation frod^H 

that principU of justice^ which has so constaml^^ 

dislinguislied our own laws on this conlinciU, an( 

Ought to be regarded in all laws. 

14 The third consideration with our continent! 
assemblies in laying taxes, has been the metboil 
of collecting them. This has been done by a few. 



■ Jl4arjta».i and ftiutijJt'irfiia liavc teen engijrd in the warmest dispute^ 
I* cr«ltT W obli«n *B cqni4 wtdjiiw (aMlion of ihcir pfcpiieior* eit^l-cv; but 
ihji latt act «f farliuneot Aoe* m4>Tc Tor thate firoprMtors, Than ih«y them- 
selves would venture (o datiard. If lilitUj tx:mpii them from laiatinn— ^ 
tWisii their vut cstatca arc in be " Kcvrcd" bjr the tuM of oiLct- pco^c^ 



( 253 ) 

officers, with moderate allowances, under t!ie in- 
spection of the respective assemblies. No more 
was falsed from the subject, than was used for the 
intended purposes. But by the late act» a minis- 
ter may appoint as many officers as he pleases for 
collecting the taxes; may assign them -wbat sala- 
ries be thinks " adequate ;" and they are subject 
to no inspection but bis own. 

Ik short, if the late act of parliament takes effect, 
these colonies must dwindle down into " common 
corfiorartofiSy*' as their enemies, in the debates con- 
cerning the repeal of the stamp-act, stretiously in- 
sisted they ivcre ; and it seems not improbable that 
some future historian may thus record our fall. 



" The eighth year of this rel^ was distinguish- 
ed by a very memorable event, the American colo- 
nies then submitting, for the FIRST time» to be 
faxed by the British parliament. An attempt of 
this kind had been made about two years before, 
but was defeated by the vigorous exertions of the 
several provinces, in defence of their liberties. 
Theii' behaviour on that occasion rendered their 
name very celebrated ybr a short time all over £z;. 
rope 1 all slates being extremely attentive to a dis- 
pute between Great-Britain^ and so considerable a 
part of her dominions. For as she was thought to 
be grown too powerfiil, by the successful conclusion 
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dT (he late n*ar sTic had been engaged 
hoped, by many, that as it had happened before to 
Other kingdoms, civil discords would afford oppo r- , 
tunjtics of revenging all the injuries supposed to J^| 
received from her. However* ilie cause uf disser^^ 
tioH was removed, by a repeal of the statute that 

I had given offence. This affair rendered the 

^Mubmissive conduct of the colonies so soon after, the 
in<ffC extraordinary ; there h^\n^ no difference he- 
twLTn the mode of taxation which they opposed, 
mid that to which they submitted, but this, that by 
tlie Grsi, they were to be continually reminded ihi 
Uit-y Turrr faxes/by certain marks jra/nyliet/ on ev 

I piece of paper or parchment they used. The 
thors of that statute triumphed greatly on this con- 
duct of the colonies, and insisted, thut if the peo- 
ple of Great-Britain had persisted in Inforcing it, 
the AmerUitns would have been, in a few mbnths, 

^^o fatigued viiih the efforts of parriaiism, that die 

t*ould have Yielded obedience. 



^ 

VM' I 
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" Certain it is, that though they had be 
•' thtir eyes so many illustrious examples in their 
',' mother country, of the constant suscess attending 
'* ^rtnncss and perseveranccy in opposition to dan^ 
'' gemus encroachments on liberty, yet they quiet- 
1' ly (jave up a point of the " last importance.'* 
From thence the decline of tlieir freedom began. 



^ 
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and its decay was extremely rapid ; for as money 
was always raised upon them by the parliament, 
their assemblies grew immediately useless, and in 
a short time contemptible : and in less than one 
hundred years, the people sunk down into that 
lameness and supineness of spirit, by which they 
fitill continue to be distinguished." 

£t majores vestros &? posteros cogitate. 
Think of your ancestors and your posterity. 



A FARMER. 
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LETTER XL 




Mv DEAR coutrmyMiai, 

1 HAVE several times, in the course of these let- 
ters, mentioned the late act of parliament, as being 
xhvfonndatian of future measures injurious to these 
.colonies; and the belief of this truth I wish to pre- 
nil, because 1 think it necessary to our safety. 

A PERpETtTAL jcahiisy, respecting liberty, 
I 'absolutely, requisite in all free states. The n 
texture of their constitution, in tri'txt governmei 
riemantls it. For the cautions with which power is 
distributed among the several orders, imply that , 
each has that share which is proper for the gy^ne^H 
welfare* and therefore that any further acquisition " 
rnuHt be pernicious. MacbJirac/* employs n whole 
chapter in his discourses, to prove that a state, to 
be long lived, must be frequently corrected, and 
reduced to its first principles. But of all states 
that have existed, there never was any, in which 
this jealousy could be more proper than in these 
.colonies. For the government here is not only 
vifxr^ but depentkntj which circumstance occa 
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sions a peculiarUy in its fonHy of a very delicate 

Two reasons induce me to desire, that this spi- 
rit of apprehension may be always kept up among 

us, in its utmost vigilance. The first is this 

that as the happiness of these provinces indubita- 
bly consists in tlieir connection with Great- Britain^ 
any separation betivcen them is loss likely to be 
occasioned by ci\ll discords, if everj" disgusting 
measure is opposed singh-, 3i\\Ati}hih it is ne^ : 
for in this manner of proceeding, every sucli mea- 
sure is most likely to be rectified. On the 

other hand, oppressions and dissatisfactions being 

pcmnitted to accumulate if cuer the governed 

throw oft" the load, tbey ivitl do more. A peoplp 
docs not reform with moderation. The rights of 
the subject therefore cannot be too often consider- 
ed, explained or asserted : and whoever attempts 
to do tlus, shews himself, whatever may be the 
rash and ptevis.!! rejections of preiencled irisdora, 
and pretended duty, a friend to those who injudi- 
ciously exercise their power, as well as to ibevi^ 
ovtr whom it is so exercised. 

Had all the pouits of prerogative claimed by 
Chni'Us the first, been separately contested and set- 
tled in preccdlni^ reigns, his fate woidd in all pro- 
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i^bibUit} Iinvc been very diScrmt ; and the people 
V uuld have been content with that libcm- which h 
compatible with regal uutlioniy. Biitf he thought. 
it would Ik: as daa;^rous. for him to give tip the 
ptfwcrs which ai any tiint: had been i)y usuq>ati 
i;)ierci»ctl by the croivti. us those tliat were Icga 
vcMcil ill it. Tliu produi-ed aq e^qa.1 e:ccess 
tiie part of the peojjlc. Fur when their passi 
Were excited by muhiplmi grievmioes, tJiey thou 

lit would be its d;mgcruiis for them to allow 
powers that were leguUy vested in the croMTi, as 
iboK ivhich at any time had been by usurpation 
jcxercincd- by it. Acts* tliat m'lghl by thcmscha 
have been upon niiuiv considcnitions excused or 
fcxtciiuntc(U derived a contagious malignancy andai 
odium from other nets, with vbkh they were con*"* 

'Hectcd. 'ITicy wctc not regarded according Eo 
ftimplc I'orec of earh, but as parts oln system 
oppression. Every one therefore, however smi 

I ill itself, became alarming, tis an additional evidence 

fof tyrannical designs. It was in vain for prud 
and nindcnite men tu insist, that there was no 



I 
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I llie Author it irniihU lUac thU \* jiutting tlie g-nntlosc MiiuructioB M 
yClur/ej'i (onilui'T i Aii't lh*t i* ciif rcwoii why he chooKa It. Allowancci 
^•vghtjohc ii>,nlc fyi ilic rtiuii tiitliuac raeo, who arc acknowUilged to have 
I poMRsed 6t niKciy vlnttn. Tlie educstien of thii utihappr prince, ajid 
tMsfidrace in men nor w jtiWor wijcoitiUHirlf, hadprobaHy fifl.-i him 
iau«tdEea|iolii'iiii>rtii(own mill'W'ty, ami of ili'C conKiiU5n*cs that woulJ 
■ceiriuna at aay LmJ to ajicdjiLc, wlio vtEte reprcEUiMd lo hie 
[M too uiudi power. 
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cessity to abolish royalty. Nothing less than the 
utter destruction of monarchy, could satisfy those 
who ibaii suffered, and thought they had reason to 
believe, they always should suffer under it. 

The consequences of these mutual distrusts are 
well known: but there is no other people mention- 
ed in history, that I recollect, who have been so 
constaiitiy watchful of their liberty, and so.successful 
in their struggles for it, as the English. Th)s con- 
sideration leads me to the second reason, why I 
*' desire that the spirit of apprehension 'may be 
" always kept up among qs in its utmost vigJ- 
" lance." 

The first principles of government are to be 

looked for in human nature. Some of the best 

writers have asserted, and it seems with good rea- 
son, that " government is founded on * opinion " 



* Oflniut U of too Viaie, vir-.. tfmun of iHTtSEST, and epiidim of kioht. 
By ejimlen at iiUfrcit, 1 chiefly nodcncand, t£' laae of tbi pahlie adnantap vAitb 
it riaped frsm grotrimint ; together with the pcrniuion, that theparticuUrgo- 
Tcmmenc which 19 eitablishet}, ig ejaatlj advantagtoia with any other, that ceuM 
it caiHy uttlci. 

" Right iiof twokiadi, right \o pattir, and rigia to froperly. What preva- 
lence oplmom of the first kind hits over mankind, may eaiily be undcretood, by 
obBccving the attachment which all nations haviito their ancient goTemment, 
and even to those names which have had the sanction of antiquity. Atitiqiiity 
flvjaji itgeti the cpimoa if ri^t." — " It Is sufficiently understood, that the«//ni- 
w of right to fnpntj, is of the greatest moment in all matters of govern- 
ment." Home's Enayi, 



CusTOH undoubtedly has a mighty force in pro- 
ducing opinion^ and reigns in nothing more arbi* 
trarily than in public afiairs. It gradually reccm*^ 
ciles us to objects even of dread and detestation ; 
and I cannot but think these lines of mr. Fope^ as 
applicable to ^'lce in politics^ as to vice in ethics* 

** Vice is a monster of so horrid mien, 
** As to be hated, needs but to be seen ; 
*• Yet seen too oft-, familiar with her face, 
*' We first endurej then pity ^ then embrace,'** 

When an act injurious to freedom has been tmce 
done, and the people ^far it, the repetition of it is 
most likely to meet with submission. For as the 
mischief ot ihc one was found to be tolerable, they 
will hope that of the second will prove so too j and 
they will not regard the infamy of the last, because 
they are stained with that of the first. 

Is DEED nations, in general, are not apt to rA/nA 
until they fet'i ; and therefore nations in general 
have lost their liberty : for as violations of the 
rights of the governed, are commonly not onlyj spe- 
cious, but small at the beginning, they spread over 
the multitude in such a manner, as to touch indivi- 



i Oinnia mala exeinplB ex bonU initiis orta ntiit. 

SaLLUIT, Sett. Cat. S. $0. 
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duals but slightly. + Thus they are disregarded. 
The power or profit that arises from these violati- 
ons centering in fevj persons, is to them consider, 
able. For this reason the governors having in view 
their particular purposes, successively preserve 
an uniformity of conduct for attaining them. They 
I'Cgularly increase the first injuries, till at length 
the inattentive people are compelled to perceive the 

heaviness of their burthens. They begin to 

complain and inquire— ^bwt loo late. They find 
their oppressors so strengthened by success^ and 
themselves so entangled in exiunples of express 
authority on the part of their rulers, and of tacit 
reeogniiiou on their own part, that they are quite 
confounded : for millions entertain no other idea, 
of the legality of power, than that it is founded on 
the exercise of power. They voluntarily fasten 
their chains, by adopting a puaillaumious opiniun. 



^ " The rtfiMii i» always afMiia/ with greater vigour, than ic is it^ftitiiJi 
ittrWx atiin'iiiii iai frijligitti, prompieil b^ tlieii nataral clunitf id itiarcm- 
ttly imc^lM V> naby lli« !ta,ti»Ja!lh<:\tliaJirii wheiLasthc nom", Iknnvr 
mjt wliy, arc ^cncrallj jhw oiiiL un-juj/Ji-s^ to aitr ; and iii^tT.ii»i5 ulwajrfr the 
BEGINNINGS o/Sbinst, tit neuir reuiidto eieit thcnittlvci, but bj the /j</ 

tif.tllil^ i BO llui thtOUgh ritRl»3Ll»T10K 'IDll JIBLAT, wHcltlie)" VfOlJll be 

gki tu conspoond al Ust foc tKcif lyjsiiT, at the esfoice even of cheir iii»" ^ 
>>*0VAi ihty ammiiif lui iJitm boib." CiCEKa'-) Oral, jar Sa.Tia>i 

Siidi were lilt jcntimcaM of this grjit aod cKcclltiit mail, whoie vjsi ubi- 
Ktici, aud the cdUiiiilt^f qI hi^MUiwy duiLi^ liib tLDar:,.eu^bUil hiAi,&y aiouru- 
fuJ iiipcricuce, lu furtit a juit judj^nitiJU an the conduct oi the Iticaib aJtU cue* 
nuci (if Ubcnj. 
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•* i}i]£ tiMn vjij be too arj'.Ti izx^rr'-mscazsx^faB^ 

" ijutf ilkt itvi tTnionix bss a f'^ir to Den 
*• t^'ifi u h <I'xv"" Thtx tlien httik a Kretcbcd 
rctit/ f'^r timir tnjudb, br pmtcidis^ ibemseiTCs, 
liiait i'j ykld their obccience, k to discharge their 
i/i*yf. '] he (Jtj.lorkb]c fvterty cfsfirii, that pros- 
Ua^ck all the <!ignitr btstoved by Dirine Ftdti- 
ckiicc on our Ti-4Xurt^-^^-oj course succeeds. 

ft OH tlic»e reflections I conclude, that even- free 
»tatt: hltoiild incessantly uiitch, and instantly tiike 
alurin on any addition being made to the poorer 
ex<:r(:ihC(l over them. Innumcrablt: instances might 
be prddiict'd to »hcu', from what slight be^iinings 
Uic muht extensive consequences have flowed : bat 
J filiuU select two only fromtlie history of -E;^/a;i(/. 

II K \' « y the scvciitli was the^rjf monarch of that 
kiiiKdom, vhocslablislicd a standing body of arm- 
ed men. This was a band oi fifty archers, called 
yeomen of the t^uard : and this institution, not- 
willistanding the smallncss of the number, was, to 
pi'fxcnt discontent, J '• disguised under pretence of 
*' nuijcsty and f^andcur." In 1684 the standing 
forces were so much augmented, that Rapin says 
— " The king, in order to make his people fully 
'* ff^istp/r of tbeir nevi slavery^ isftectcd to muster 

I X.<t'i HiMvrjr or F'^'jiJ- 
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** his troops, which amounted to 4000 well armed 
*' and disciplined men." — ^I think our army, at 
this time, consists of more than snenty regiments. 

The method of taxing by EidcjsE wa^ first in' 
troduced amidst the convulsions of the civil wars. 
Extreme necessity was pretended ibr it, and its 
short continuance promised. After the restoration, 
an esicisc upon beer^ ale and other Hquers^ ynm 
granted to the f king* one h^f in fee, the other for 
life, as an equivalent for the nwr/tf/'iKflrrff. Upon 
JcTnes the second's accesslooi the parliament % gave 
him the first excise, with an additional duty on 
viiv, tob^rca, and some other things. Since the 
rrTo!uti<m. it has been extended to salt, candk:*, 
kaihcT. hides, hops, soap, paper, pasteboaHs, mtlU 
boards. &^eboards, relhmi, parchment, starch, 
silis, cilficei. ]ix>ei:j, stu£», pnr4cd^ stained, i^f. 
vlrt. -rvu^r.t j-itc, cc&e, tea, <.y.*j':/A%*x.. S^e. 

Txri i i---,---;- V crir.y icA e%the h&re, U'xm 

•ieir fn; ^^f^zA^ -jr:^,-*. T?L.'>r??j s.'-wTfri. r^ali^. *J- 
-KT-i-i. ;£X-i£. ilTi-i '^^pizsd, U itxgti tTffsiirf uy 
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by our ancestors, from a standing army and excisi 
have not yet happened : but it does not follow frwr 
thence, that they v}iU not happen. The inside 
a house may catch fire, and the most valuable apart* 
ments be mined, before the flames burst out.- 
The question in tliese cases Is. not, whfit evil hffi 

actually attended particular measures but whal 

tvil, in the nature of things, is iikely to attet 
tliem. Certain circumstances may for same time 
delay effects, that luere reasonably expected, an< 
that must ensue. There was a lonj^ period, aftt 
the liomatts had prorog;ued his command tof 
Publilins PJjilo, before thai example destroyer 
their liberty. All our kings, from the revolution 
to the present reign, have been foreigners. Their 
ministers generally continued but a short time ii 
authority ; J atid they themselves were mild ant 
virtuous princes. 



f In the year of Lhe city 4iir, " Duo singiilarw hxt d virrt priimun 
tigerc ; pecrogatie Impctii noa ante in uUo fiii;la, ct acta honors rriamphui.* 

Liv. B. 8. lUj'. ij. iS. 'I 

* Had thj r«st dF tJi* Btman iixnttw imitated ihe example cf L. I^iatiat 

who refused to luivcliu coatulship continiied to hlni, llicy had nrrcr ailnute 
that cuitom of prorofttiog of msijiwutei, an4 then the proWgatiwi trf tte 
contminds in tlie irmy had never been iniraduMd, ^liuh vtry iLing latu at' 
tiH^lli lilt lain ofllat nrnmaiittellb'' 

f 1 doa'c laew hut It bUy tie nid, wtih a gaod dral nf rciuOT, th»t a iqviek 
[Otutiwi of TRinitten ii Tttj deilrabLe In Griat'ErUaim. A roi]u<itci: there I 
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A BOLD, ambitiatis prince, possessed of great 
tibiiities, iirmly Jixcd in his throne by descent^ 
served by ministers like himself, and rendered ei- 
ther venerable or terrible^ by the glory of his suc- 
cesses, may execute what his prcdcccsaova did not 
dare to attempt. Henry the fourtli tottered in his 
seat during his whole reign. Henry the fifth drew 
the strength of thiit kingdom into France^ to carry 
on his wars there, and left the commons at home, 
protesting, " that the people were not bound to 
serve out of the realm." 

It is true, that a strong spirit of liberty subsist* 
at present in Great-Britain ; but what reliance is 
to be placed in the temper of a people, when the 
prince is possessed of an unconstitutional povver» 
our own history can sufliciently inform us. When 
Charles the second had Btrcnglhcned himself by the 
return of the garrison of Tangier, England (says 
Hiipi-.iJ S3.W on a sudden an amazing rcoolution ; 
sa.w herself stripped of all her rights and prim- 
itgeSt esccpling such as the king should vouchsafe 
to grant her; and what is more astonishing, the 
Jingiish, themselves, delivered up these vtry rights 
privileges to Charles the second, which they 

» THI More of mitHilld lO WOrIc with. Lam); admimtniliani aft TBrhcT (aVOUT- 

A\c to fix rifutaiiirn of a people abroad, Ulan to their libtrljt. 
VOL. I. 2 K 
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had to pojiitmau/j, and, if I mar say it, farismsij 
defended against the designs of CbarUs the first.*' 
Thi* h;4ipcfied onljr thirty-six jean aacr this last 
pnact had been beheaded. 

HoM c pcnons are of opinion, that libem' is not 
% iolated, but by such opm acts of ftwce ; but they 
seem to be greatly mistaken. I could mention a 
period within these f<»ty years, when almost as 
great a change of disposition was produced by the 
secret measures of a long administration, as by 
Cbarlet*% violence. Libert}-, perhaps, is never ex- 
posed to so much danger, as when the people be- 
lieve there is the least ; for it may be subverted, and 
yet they not think so. 

Public disgusting acts are seldom practised by 
the ambitious, at the beginning of their designs. 
Such conduct silences and discourages the weak, 
and the wicked, who would otherwise have been 
their advocates or accomplices. It is of great con- 
sequence, to allow those who, upon any account, 
are inclined to favour them, something specious to 
say in their defence. Their power may be fully 
cbtablished, though it would not be safe for them 
to do vjbatever they please. For there are things, 
which, at some times, even slaves will not bear, 
Julius Casar^ and Oliver Cromwell^ did not dare 
to assume the title of King, The Grand Seignor 



rfares not lay a tk^ fax. The king of France 
dares not be a protcstam. Certain popular points 
may be left untouched, and yet freedom be extin- 
guished. The commonalty of Fenicf imagine 
themselves free, because they are permitted to do 
what they ought not. But I quit a subject that 
would lead me too far from my purpose. 

By the late act of parliament, taxes arc to 
levied upon us, for " defraving the chiirge of the 
" administration ofjusiice — ^the supportof ciDil 

** goiyernment and the espences of di^fending 

"■ his majesty's dominions in America.** 

If any man doubts what ought to be thecondact 
of these colonies on tliisoccasionj I would ask him 
these questions. 

Hjs not the parliament ex p ress fy avenoeef thsir 
Ttitentian of raising money from us/br cenain pur- 
poses? Is not this scheme /o/k/at in Great- Eritain? 
Will the taxes, impoticd by the late act, answer 
those purposes ? If it will* mas.t it not take an im- 
mense sum from us I If it will not, is it to i^e ex- 
pected^ that the parliament will not /ut/y execute 
their intention when it is pleasing at home^ and noz 
pppased here? Must not this be done by imposing 
nfif taxtis ? Will not evury addition, thus made to 
our taxcB, be an addition to the power of the Britiah 



% 
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legislature, ^_y increasing the number of cheers ei 
pio} etl in the collection ? Will not every additional 
tax therefore render it more dijicu/: to abr«gatM^ 
any of them .' When a br;ineU ef revenue is onc^^ 
eittAbliahcd, does it not appear to many people iflif^N 
iiious and undmifut, to aitcnipt to abolish it I {j^H 
taxes, sufficient to accom/.lisb the iittention of the 
parliament,, are imposed bj- the parliament, ^oh^^M 
taxes tuili remain to be imposed by our assem-^* 
bHes ? if «o material taxes remain to be impose* 
[bj' them, what must become of fifitm, and the ^m 
pie tliey represent I 

\ " If any persoti considers these things, an( 
*' yet thinks our liberties are in no danger, 1 ivoi 
" der at that person's security." 



Owe other argument is to be added, which, by 
Itself, I hope, will be sufficient to convince ^^^^ 
most incredulous man on this continent, that th^^ 
late act of parliament is only designed to be a pre- 
cedent, whereon the future vassalage of tliese colo^ 
I nies may be established. 



'^» 



EvEKY duty thereby laid on artlclesof Uritis 
manufacture, is laid on some commodity, upon the 
exportation of which from Great- Br iiaitty a drdw- 
back is payable. Those drcvjbncks^ in most of the 
articles, are exactly double to the duties given 

\ Dcmosthcaes's 3d Pliillppic. 




the late act. The parliament therefore might, ii 
half a dazen Hues, have raised mucb more money, 
only by slopping the dra'wbacks in the hands of the 
officers at home, on exportation lo these colonies, 
than by this solemn imposition of taxes upon us, 
to be collected here. Probably, the artful conti'i- 
vers of this act formed it in this manner, in order 
to reserve to themselves, in case of any objections 
being made to Jt, this specious pretence — "that 
" the drawbacks are gifts to the colonies, and that 
*' the late act only lessens thob^e gifts.'* But the 
truth is, that the drawbacks are intended for the 
incouragement and promotion of British manufac- 
ttires and commerce, and are allowed on exportati- 
on to any foreign parts^ as well as on exportation 
to these provinces. Besides, care has been taken 
to slide into the act, some articles on which there 
are no dra^vbacks. However, the luio/e (////li-y laid 
by the late act on all the articles therein specified 
are sa small, that thev wilt not amount to as much 
as the i/rawlracks which are allowed on pare of 
(hem only. If sliereibre, i/je sutn to be obtained by 
the late act, had been the sole object in forming it, 
there would not have bten any occasion for ■■' the 
commons of Great-Britain, to g-ive and grant to 
his majesty rates and deities for rais'in^^ a revenue 
IN ijis majrsfy^s dominions in jinwrica, for making 
a more certain and adequate provision for defraying 
the charges of the admlmstratiun of justice, the 
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support of civil government, and the cxpence of 
defending the said dominions;" — nor would there 
have been any occasion for an f expensive board of 
commissioners, and all the other new charges to 
which we are made liable. 

Upon the whole, for my part, I regard the late 
act as an experiment made of our disposition. It 
is a bird sent out over the waters, to discover, whe- 
ther the 'waves, tha.t lately agitated this part of the 
world with such violence, are yet s,uhside4, — ■■ — 11" 
this adventurer gets footing here, we shall quickly 
find it to be of the J kind described by the poet.— < 

* I-fil.-x vata" 

A diceful foreteller of fiitsie rakmitiw. A EAKMEB^. 

-f The eipnce of tLi> board, I am inronned, it haween fonr and five thon- 
MDd pounds sterling a year. The enabliihmcnt of officers, for coUectiog the 
revenue in AmriUa, amounted before to seven thousand sii hundred ponnd* 
ptraMtami and ^et, toy* the author of " the rcgslalioB of the coloaie^",'' the- 
Tiiole renutteoce from all the taxes in the colonies, U an average of <iir/)t 
van, hai not amooDted to one thousand nbc hundred pounds a year, and in 
that sum leven or eight hundred ponndi ^r auwtm- only, liave teen lemlttcdE 
from JfTtb-Amcric: 

The tmallness of the revenue arising from the Jotira in Amtrii; deiosi^ 
■tratet that they wei-e intended only as npilaHeia ef trait r and on my perton 
beto Uiad totrutb, ladullof apprehcnuon in a mHter of voi^^kalilc impux- 
■nee to his country, as to imagine, that the board of comnussionen taiely 
cMabUihed at such a charge, b imiituted to assist in collecting, one ihonsaucl 
Bine hundred pounds a year, nr the trifling duties imposed by the late act * 
Eurtly every man on this continent mu« perceive, that they are etUbliitied far 
the care of a mvi lyitim efreaaiue, which is but now begun. 

\ " DJra eselKno," W*. Virgil^ .Saeid j. 
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LETTER XIL 

MY DEAR COUNTRYMEN, 

OOME states have lost their liberty, by parti- 
ciiiar accidents : but this calamity is generally ow- 
ing to the decay of virtue. A people is travelling 
fast to destruction, when individuals consider their 
interests as distinct from those of the public. Such 
notions are fatal to their country, and to themselves. 
Yet how many are there, sc weak and sordid as to 
think they perform all the o^ces of life^ if they 
earnestly endeavour to increase Uieir own wealthy 
power, and credit^ without the least regard for the 
society, under the protection of which they live ; 
who if they can make an immediate profit to them- 
selves, by lending their assistance to those, whose 
projects plainly tend to the injury of their country, 
rejoice in their dexterity, and believe themselves 
intitled to the character of! able politicians. Mise- 
rable men ! Of whom it is hard to say, whether 
they ought to be most the objects of pity or con- 
tempt. But whose opinions are certainly as detest- 
able, as their practices are destructive. 

Though I always reflect, with a high pleasure, 
on the integrity and understanding of my country- 
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men, which, joined with a pure and humble devo» 
tion to the great and gracious Author of every bless- 
ing they enjoy, will, I hope, insure to them, and 
their posterity, all temporal and eternal happiness ; 
vet when I consider, that in every age and country 
there have been bad men, my heart, at this threa- 
tening period, is so full of apprehension, as not to 
permit me to believe, but that there may be some 
on this continent, against vibom you ought to be 

upon your guard men, who eitherf hold, or 

expect to hold certain advantages, by setting exam- 



f It b not intended, by thcK wordi, to throw any reflection wpon genlle- 
neB because they are poaeeMcd of office* : for many of them are certainty men 
of virtue, and lovers of their coimtry. But supposed oblig>tioti« of gralitu^, 
■nd beiitur, may Induce them to be silent. Whether these obligations iMght la 
tt regiidrd or not, is not so much to be conudcred by otheii, in the judgment 
they form of these gentlemen, as whether tiiy tbimlr they ought to be regarded. 
PeAaps, thenfore. we shall act in the properest manner towards them, if we 
neither rtfnatb nor imitaU them- The pcnont mcrat in this letter, arc the 
tmi€ ifirital iin-eicbet, who may endeaTOur to diiSlHgtihh thtmithia, by their torditt 
seal in defending and promoting meamrcs, which thej imp, ieymd ali ^nfioM^ 
U be dutrutthn to tbejiiil r^tti and Ina inttrttli of their cnuntry. It ii scarce- 
ly posuble to tpetk of tiae an ytith any deg;ree offalliiKe — it is»carcety poM- 
ble to ^jcak of them with any degree oS finfitielj— for no wordi. can truly 
describe their guilt and mramuii — but every honest bosom, on their being mcD- 
lioned, -n'Mfecl what camot be txfretad. 

If their wickedness did not blind them, they might perceive along the coast 
of these colonies, many men, remarkable instances of wrecked ambition, «rhot 
after distinguiibing tbamiihrei in the iupporl of the itainf-act, by a COttrageons 
contempt of their country, and of justice, have been left to linger out their 
miserable existence, without .a governmenl, colleccorship, secretaryship, or any 
other commission, to console them ai mUas ii could, for loss of virtue and re- 
putation—while nnmbcrteM offices have been bestowed in these colonies on 
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pies, of servility to their countrymen — men, who 
trained to the employment, or self taught by a na- 
tural versatility of genius, serve as decoys for draw» 
ing the innocent and unwary into snares. It is not 
to be doubted, but that such men will diligently 
bestir themselves on this aiid every like occasion, 
to spread the infectJoiLof their meanness as far as 
they can. On the plans tbey have adopted, this 
is their course. This is the method to recom- 
mend themselves to their patrons. 



peii^lc from Grtat-Britaiii, aad new eaet are comtinually inrcnteil, to Tie thm 
bestowed. As a /no great frUa are put into a lottery to timfit maHilaAt It 

lui, to btri and thai an AmerUeK hu been railed to ■ good pott. 

" Apparent rui QUltea ia gargHe vailo." 

Mr. GraviUt, indeed, in order to recommend the ttawtp-aet, bad tbe wMtqaatlei 
genero^tT, to pour down a golden ihower of offices upon Amtruaiui and yet 
thete aitgrateful colonies did not thank mr. Gramilti for thewing bii kiadncn to 
their couDlrymcn, nor ibtm for accepting it* How must that -great itateEinaii 
haTc been Burpriied, to End, that the unp^ahed colonies conld not be recon- 
ciled to injamj by tnacitry f Such a iamlifiii diipoiition toward* lU, levcr ap- 
peared in any minister before him, and probably never will appear again : for 
it is evidtnt, that lutb a tyitim ai policy i* to be established en this continent, 
as, in a short time, is to render it utterly tmnecetsary to use the least art in 
order to (nuiEait our approbatiiui of any meaturet. Some of our countrflBea 
may be employed to_^x chains upon us, hut ibey will never be permitted to 
ik£/them afterwards. So that the utmost, that any of them can expect, t« 
only a limparary fmliim, that may expire in their own time ; but which, they 
■nay te ainirtJ, will preclude their children Erom having any conuderation paid 
to Am, Nativa otAmirica must unk into total lugltct and (ontnifl, the mo* 
nent that tbdr ttidrj losei the conttitntioDal powen she now posKNct. 
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From ibem \vc shall !earn, how pleasant and 
prqfuabieix thing it is, to be for our submissive 
behaviour V3cll spoken of at St. ^ames^s., or St. 
Stephen'^ ; at Guitdhally or the Royal Excbartge. 
Specious fallacies will be drest up with all the arts 
,of delusion, to persuade one colony to distiitguisb 
herself from another^ by unbecoming condescen&i- 
OHB^ which Will serve the iimbitiQU5 purposes of 
great men at home, and therefore will be thought 
by tlicm to intitle their assistants in obtaining them 
to considcr:!.ble rcwstrds. 

Oun fears wiU be excited. Our hopes will be 

awakened. It will be insinuated to us, with a 

plausible affectation of ivisd&m and concern, haw 
prudent it is to please the prnverful — how danger- 
ous to provoke them — and then comes in the per- 
petual incantation that freezes up every generous 
, purpose of the soul in cold, inactive expectation — 
. ** that if there is any request to be made, compli- 
ance will obtain a favourable attention." 

Odr vigilance and our union^ are success and 
s'Safiiy, Our ncgiigenct: and our division, are dis- 
tress and death. They aj'e worse they arc 

sbatJiti ■!a\{\ slavery. Let us equally shun the be- 
numbing stillness of oiicrtvcening sloth, and the 
feverish activity of that ill informed zeal, which 
busies itself in maintaining little^ mean and narrow 
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opinions. Let us, with a truly M'is.e ^qenerosity 
and charity^ bari-ih and discourage all iU'rbcral M^ 
(fisfhiciioiis, wliich may arise from dlflerences in ^^ 
situation^ forms of govenunciit, or modes of reli- 
gion. Let us consider ourselves as men — frceihen 
'^^cbristian freemen — separated from the rest o^ 
the toorld, !md firmly bound together by the same 
righss, interests and dangers. Let fAfjf keep our 
attention inflexibly fixed on xh^great objects^ which 
we must coHtinally regard^ in order to preserve 
those rlgbtSy to promote those interests^ and to 
avert those dangers. 




Let these truths be indelibly impressed on oitt 
minds — that ive cannot be HArpr, ivifhatit being 
jR£E — that we cannot be free, •uyithout being secure 
ill our property-rrXh.?it ^oe- cannot be secure in ou 
property, if •without our consent^ others may, as by 
right, take it away — tliat taxes imposed an vs by 
parliament, do thus take it away — that duties laid 
far the sole purpose of raising money^ are taxes—* 
that attempts to lay such duties Jj6o://(/ be instantly 
and firmly o-pposed — that this opposition can never 
be effectual, unless it is the united effort of thcst 
provinces — that therefore benevolence of tern 
per tcwards each other, and uptanimity' of coutu 
sets., are essential to the welfare of the whole 
piid lastly, that for this reason, every man amo 
js, who. in any manner would incourage ei 
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dissention, diffidence, or indifference^ between the;^ 
colomes, is an enemy to himself, and to bis coun- 
try. 

The belief of these truths, I verily think, my 
countrymen, is indispensibly necessary to your 

happiness. 1 beseech you, therefore, f *' teach 

them diligently unto your children, and talk of 
them when you sit in your houses, and' when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise up." 

What have these colonies to ask, while they 
continue free ? Or what have they to dread, but 
insidious attempts to subvert their freedom ? their 
prosperity does not depend on ministerial favours 
doled oni to particular provinces. They form one 
political body, of which each colony is a member. 
Their happiness is founded on their constitution, 
and is to be promoted, by preserving that constitu- 
tion in unabated vigour, throughout e-oery part, — 
A spot, a speck of decay, however small the limb 
on which it appears, and however remote it may 

seem from the vitals, should be alarming. We 

.have all the rights requisite for our prosperity. — 
The legal authority of Great-Britain may indeed 
lay hard restrictions upon us ; but, like the spear 
of TelepbuSt it will cure as well as wound. Her 

+ Deotervo. tU 7. 
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Imkindncss Tvill instruct and compel us, aRcr some 
linw, to discover, in our industry and frugaHty, 
Burprising remedies — if oiirrigbis continue unviola-' 

ted : for as long as the products of our hbaui\ 

and the re-^ards of our care^ cm properly he called 
€ur own, so long it will be worth our while to be 
indusirhus and frugal. But if when we plou' — 
Bow-^reap — gather — aod thresh — we find* that we 
lipW — sow — reap — gather — and thrcdi for others., 
RSosc PLEASURE is to be tlie SOLE LIMIT- 
ATION bo'ii) much \h.cy shall fa^P, and ho'oj much 
they shall leave., why should we repeat the unpro- 
fitable toil ? Horses and oxen are content with 

that portion of the fruits of their vjork, which 
their owners assign them, in order to keep thein 
strong enough to raise successive crops ; but even 
these beasts will not submit to draw for their mas- 
ters, onlil they are subdued by tubifis and goads. 

Let us take care of our rights, and we therein 
lake care of our prosperity.* " SLAVERY IS 
*' EVER PRECEDED BY SLEEP." ludi'OT- 
duals may be dependent on ministers, if they please. 
States should scorn it ; and if you are not want- 
ing to yourselves, you will have a' proper regard 
paid_yoj; bj'' tbose^ to whom if you are not respect- 
able^ you will be contemptible. But if tue hciiye 

already forgotten the reasonsXh^X urged us, with un- 
exampled unanimity, to exert ourselves two years 
* Jfwrfn^i'raV spirit cf L^w&i bcnk 14, cliip. tj> 
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'if our zeal for the pabUc s^od is 
Xnfonxht: Ifomfipunticibet, which h caused 
have mode— «-ir our rcsoiudami m ta/ahu^ as by 
uur prcucnt conduct in caitdema oorown lite tar- 

tcMs/uf example if 'c-f art not afcctr^ hr an 

reverence for llic mcmorr of oar ancestors "^ 
triinsmittcd to us that freedom in whick Ihcr hod 
brcn Wtit— if Vfe art not ttnim/tted by anr rt^mi 
for poitcrity, to wlmm , by the most sacred ofafip- 
lioiiA, nc arc bniind to deliver don-n the invalB- 

gUlc inlicritaiicc riiKS, indeed, any miaistrr— 

^*Cf any tool of n minis'.cr or any treaturt oft 

tool of a minister^— -or nny lanacr f instrument a^ 
ttilmifiiitrathft, if lower there be, is zp<rs9ttgp 
whnnt it may be dangcruiis to ofTcDd. 



f " Imiruni«m» Kfnl." Tjiltur'i Ann- ^mI il, «rt. 66. 

I If «nr p"*"" iliiill imngins ili'jl hr riiw:i)Trr<, in ihcK ktim, 
dlllih* fl lllr ilrii-finlcrivf ni lhc»c fi)lniiic» an. Craii-firllSn, I beg 

p«r«on will not form »»j jii(1j;infni nn f-irii/altr rtpteuitiu, but will iiiniiitr 

lh«'>->r ^ nil tl't Ml-ri t'tUn Innrtirr. In tliat cax, J flat in- my self, dot CIWT 

1^ Ult)<ttlu>lkril rmltr will ha f-r-lnnit ihit the true ii'tcr»ti of Crcwt-Aibe 
Br* «i dtar to mt, ii tlicy ^)U^h^ to be ta every giiod lubjctt. 

If I im M ntln'Mil in iry llii»|;, \t '\* \a my seal for tht prrfirluirl A- 
fmi-t» at lltcM (dIodK'H en (ticir molher couniry — A ^pendrnce foundoloa 
mulnoHtajfili, tht cnnllhiianci! nf whifli can he tecvreA nnly by atutual e^nii- 
•Mi 'rhcrafiirf it it, itia' wirlmtri'mc npprrhennfon 1 virw ibe amallnt scCiIi 
»f diiwnimi, wMcH Mr unwiirilj' Ksltcrcil aliroail. /i/iy or ifxly franvriH 
Make iMnnUhiRit iliFTailun* in ihrw calonle* ; ind thli mntidrTBtinn thooU, 
ftnler li rlif tiiiainm tif Crt^i^Biiul* niiirr nnd mnrc In cultivate our j^i! 
4fl>|i^iitHiiii l-iWHriln Iitr i biif tlic nii-rurtHH^ IJ, lliac those gr^at wl-w, wio »« 



trcmcly sorry, 
takes my mcEiniug in any thing I have said. Offi- 
cers employed by the crown, are, while according 
to the laws they conduct themseKes, intitlcd tolc- 
g-al obedience and sincere respect. These it is a 



WTcsiCng for povrci K home, think ihennclfei verf sllghily iiitereitCLl in the 
|iccj5perltj of >li(Jr i:'j:n'''ty/fty ur jfi'-'y jtars Ivcni-e, but are J«ply cupkthciI 
in blowing; up a popubr ckinor for mpp-uscd itimrSiatt tJ-tunUgu. 

For niy |i:irt, ) regirJ Grrat-Briiain as 3 talvart, happily fiitd brtwctn 
tLcsc culuniCit nn<l the pDWCcful oaciuaiiuf Zurupt, Hiai kingdom rcniaimil;g 
wfe, we, imdtr it* p?o[^ciii>n, tnjftying pcirc, may diffuse the lilcMtngj of 
rdttpon. Kiemrc.aod Iibi:rt;ri ibrough rcmnlc wili.cTticeio. It iirhcccTDTc in- 
, coiiLtscibt)' i)uri:/iiij,. and utii i';McW, lo iiuppnrt die strength of Crcjl-Brilaini 
When cbBfiding iu tli« &fri.-iigth, ih< begins 10 forget from whence il arow, 
k wiU !>e an cuj thing tn thcw iltc wiircc. She may n^udily be reminded uf 
the Id; id alarm spread anion^ hct merchants aitd tr^di'Bnien, hy the universal 
asiiaeiutiiati of thcsi: eolonicj, ut the tinie cJ' the iijmp-ail, tiot t« impan any of 
licr ariiHii/ailiirtii 

In the yrat t;iS, the Ruir'um and Siusi/ri ^tercd into *" agTeemcnt, nol 
to iuffer Grcat-Briiyin 10 cKpnrt any oai'iiy ilsrei from thfir dominions bul in 

Rmiiin at Smdhi ships, and at their itwd piicct. Gital-Biilain wai disttcaird. 
J'ilch ISii lar roit to tbf«- puiTtJi a hafiA. At length she chouglil of getting 
thcw aniclci from, thccolauin-, and the attempt auccccding-, they fell down Cn 
Jifien iliiHi'n^i. Intheyeari7ji, Crral-Brltuia wai threatened wiih 1111 invawoo. 
An eawerly wind blowing fjt sir wccJis, she could not wjs her fler t, and the 
whole natioo uas thrown ii^tu the utmu>rc[°nitctuatiun< The wind changed. 
The Amtri-nit shipi sfriVed- The fleet (aiJqrd in ttn flr fifteen dayi. Thero 
•re M>ine cthc:r ren^eiioiis on this mbjeet, worthy of the nioM deliberate atlen-- 
lion <ii Ihz Bntitb parlismtnt ; hut thry iu-« of mrh a nature, tliat I do not 
(bt»t"e {#■ iiicnticq thrri puhlit-Iy. I tliough> it my iltiity, in the yiar IJiSj, 
wbile the iUap-jit was ill mspeuct.to write nij Bcniimcnii to a jisnllernan of 
great influence at liomf, who afterwiirds dlttiiiguiihed hiaiself, by'apoaua; 

tiur cauK, in iihc debatcf «cncenilng the re|i<aldf that act. 
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iftwy M teaiier rScnr : in ^f 'ftn^ ito g*»d or pnuSent 
ftsrvM irrIX irxhhrMt. fine xfica these c&crs, 
dVkMi^ r^s&ness cr desfex. deabe to mlarge dicir 
«BJ3i(^r-7 ■>^'UBf rts fine IiTii"3- and expect unpro- 
fiercninrxvKrjns *n be siade u :ixai_ from re^airi fibr 
^j; trr.-.fc^:r.*rr.ti ther bear, rrj^lr attcinjits should 
te C'-r.'iHeri/! aa c.^il ni*::ries to the crown and 
pcft;.^, an.-! ihou'd rjc cot;rx^r;izs> and conaCandr 
opr:^/i/,'I- To scaler oiir ideas to he coofoanded far 
nantet *jtt SL;-';h occa-sions, urouid certainlr be an 
inexcusable •seaknea, ajid protaUr tn irremcdc- 
able error. 

Wt hare reason to be!re\t, that several of his 
toajcAty's prcAcnt ministers are good men, and 
friends to our country ; and it seems not unlikely, 
that Jjy a particular concurrence of events, we hare 
been treated a little more severely than they wish- 
ed wc fthould be.— — 7hey might not think it pru- 
dent to litem a torrent. But what is the difference 
to K*, whether arbitrary acts take their rise from 
Tninistcrfi, or arc permitted by them ? Ought any 
point to be allowed to a good minister,* that should 
be denied to ti bad one ? The mortality of miftis- 

tWd, in a very frail mortality. A may succeed 

a Shethurne^-^h may succeed a Conway. 

■ Ubllm^ihrtn t4 IfDifM Mt tnlnut traiMN Jicrrenlt ; mnm tMnitsmpliim 
ib dtynli It Idouti, id ludlcsot It oM Idonco* trinftrlur. 

StU. fieU. Ca^ § io. 



28 J 

, \Vl find a new kind of minister lately spoken 
of at home—" tbe minister of the bouse of com- 
•' mam." The term seems to have peculiar pro- 
priety when referred to these colonies, v:Uh a dif- 
ferent meaning annexed to it i^roxuxhtitin which 
it is taken there. By the word " minister,'* we 
may understand not only t^ servant of the crowns 
but a man of infuence among the commons, who 
regard themselves as having a share in the sove- 
reignty over us. The " minister of the house" 
may, in a point respecting the colonies, be so 
strong, that the minister of the crown in the house, 
if he is a distinct person, may not choose, even 
where his sentiments are favourable to us, to come 
to a pitched battle upon our account. For though 
I have the highest opinion of the deference of the 
Jiouse for the king's minister, yet he may be SO 
good-natured, as not to put it to the test, except it 
be for the mere and immediate profit of his master 
or himself. 

But whatever kind of minister he is, that at- 
tempts to innovate a single rc/rt in the privileges 
of these colonies, him I hope you will undauntedly . 

appose ; and that you wilJl never suffer your- ^| 

selves to be either cheated or frightened into any 
tinivortby obsequiousness. On such emergencies 
you may surely, without presumption believe, that 
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ALMIGHTY GOD himseirwiU look dow-n upon 
your righteous contest with gracious approbatS^H 
You wJUbea" l^atui of brothers^'" cemented bywP 
dearest ties, iiid sLrengthcncd -with inconceiv- 
able supplies of force and constancy, by that sympa- 
thetic ardor, which animates good men, confederat- 
ed in a good cause. Y'oiir honour and •welfare -will 
be, as they now are, most intimiLtely concernlM| 

and bcsitics yo^t are assigned by Divine Pr^^ 

ffettce^ in the appointed order of things, the protect- 
ors of unbar n ages, whose ya/r d^cnds upon your ■ 
virtue. Whether ibey shall arise xh^ gmerous ami 
indL^putable heirs of the nobl^8t patrimonies, or 
dusianily and hereditary drudges of imperious t! 
masters, tcu must detekmine. 



To discharge this double ([\\iy \.q yourselves ^ a nd , 
to your posterity, you have nothing to do, bufii^f 
call forth into use the good sense and spirit of whlc^ 
you are possessed. You have nothing to do, but 
to conduct your ^^H-axt^ peaceably., prudenily^frmly^ 
joiriily. By these means you will support the cha- 
racter of /rfemfw, without losing that of /ai?A/u/ 
subjects — a good character in any government — 

one of the best under a British government.- 

You u'iU pro'ue., that Americans have tliat true 
magnanimity of soul that can resent injuries, wit 
out falling into rage ; and that though your de^ 
tion to Great-Britain is the most affectionate, 
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you can make proper distinctions^ and know what 
you owe to yourselves^ as well as to ber — you will, 
at the same time that you advance your interests^ 
advance year reputation — you will convince the 
world of the justice of your demands and the purity 
of your intentions. — While all mankind must, with 
unceasing applauses, confess, that you indeed de- 
serve liberty, whosovjell understand iX, %o passion- 
ately love it, so temperately enjoy it, and so •ajiselyy 
bravely^ and virtuously assert^ maintaifiy and de- 
fend it. 

** Certe ego libertatem, qua mibi a parente meo 
" traditaesty experiar: verum id frustraan ob 
*' rem faciam^ in vestra manu situmesty quiri- 
" tes." 

For my part, I am resolved to contend for the 
liberty delivered down to me by my ancestors; 
but whether I shall do it effectually or not, de- 
pends on you, my countrymen. 

" How little soever one is able to write, yet 
*' when the liberties of one's country are threat- 
" ened, it is still more difficult to be silent." 

A FARMER. 
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^ Is there not the strongest probability, that if 
the universal sense of these colcwies is immediately 
expressed by resolves of the assemblies, in support 
of their rights, by instructions to their agents on 
the subject, and by petitions to the crown and par- 
liament for redress, these measures will have the 
same success now, that they had in the time of the 
stamp-act D. 



THE END OF THE FARM£R.'i LnTEBS 
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ESSAY 

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL POWER OF GREAT- 
BRITAIN OVER THE COLONIES IN 
AMERICA ; 



WITX TBI 



RESOLVES 

OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PROVINCE 

OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

AMD TVtta 

INSTRUCTIONS TO THEIR REPRESENTATIVES 
IN ASSEMBLY. 



ratmsD at raiLASsLraiA, in tbi tiaa 1774. 



EXTRACT 



FROM THE 



MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE. 



SATl/RDAT, July 16, £1774.] 

i HE committee for the [province of Pennsyl- 
vania} met according to adjournment. 

John Dickinson, Doctor William Smith, 
Joseph Read, John Kidd, Elisha Price, Wil- 
liam Atlee, James Smith, James Wilson, 
Daniel Bkoadhead, John Okely, and Wil- 
liam Scull, are appointed to prepare and bring 
in a draught of instructions. 
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Kmdajt Juiy 18. * The commhtce appcunted 
to bring ia instructions, reported, that thej bad 
made % (lrau§^t, which they laid upcm tbe table. 

Alcved^ That they be read ^n-hich was done. 

Tuesday^ July 19. Upon a motion made and 
aeconded, agreed that the draught of instructions 
brought in by the committee, and which were read» 
be re-committcd to the same committee. 

IFednesday., July 20. The committee having 
brought in a draught of instructions, the same were 
debated, amended and agreed to. 

Thursday^ July 21. The instructions were sign- 
ed by the chairman. The cwnmittee hi a body, 

waited on the assembly then sitting, and present- 
ed the same. 

It having been mored, that the essay of the in- 
structions first proposed to be given to the honour. 



* Tlie c«)Baiittea of the c<>iuiciet.bt*ing been bTited, b; tke conunittec 
for the cJ(7 uid tmmtj of fiiladdfitU, to meet them M fbUaddfiUd on tbe 
tfthntjuffi lU* CMMnitlee tbosglrt it iheir duty, ts nnke- H)Bie prqnntim 
In the buMnna, ttuu wu.w belaid- Ufnt theprvraciRl conntittee hj tbtm. 
On the <(h of jMty (hey appouited a committee ht thi« purpose ; aod this 
wetMire tnabled tboM ippoiiited bj the provincial committee to briug in > 
rfia«|ttit to MNtn. 



able assembly of Fcnnsyhari'ia, by the provincial 
committee assembled at Philadelphia, the ISlh in- 
stant, might be abridged, leaving out the argument- 
ative part, so as to be more proper for instructi- 
ons, the same was agreed to ; but resolved at the 
same time, that the whole work ought to be pub- 
lished, as highly deserving the perusal and serious 
consideration of every friend, of liberty within tliese 
colonies. 

Agreed unammoush. That the thanks J of tKis 
committee be given from the chair to John Dick- 



\ Mr^ SicHmM h^iog abunt thia dajr, on aceouiii of the fnncra] of i rtl«d> 

9Tl, the flClt <J^T t^C chairmaa, in ft "very obligin-g' nianjncr, delivcrcil FQ Kim 

ham the chair die thonke of the cammittee ; to whidi b; replied : 

" Mr. Cbaihmak, 

" 1 heartily thank thii rcspccublc uutnbly for the lionoiu' they have coBfer- 
teA npO'D me, hut want ■nrorJs tn eiprcsi the lense I tteX of their kindreU' 
The mere acddems of meeting with particular books, and conwetBiii^ with 
particular men, led tnc into the train of KQtiroentS', which the coTumitCce at? 

plczsed to think juit ; an-d Othua, with the like opporluni tie* at information, 

would much better have dcicrved to receive the thanki, ihcy now ^cnero-ualj' 
give- I eoQiidsr the apprnbMion of ihii -cotripiipy a% aji e»i«3«nce, that they en» 
tcHain a favourable Apiuion of my goiHl intcntjoni, inJ ai an iDeouragemrnt 
ftw ill to apply thcmselvci, in these unliappy times, to the service of thepube 
lie, since even tniall cudcivoura to promots that service, con fi»d b very valu- 
able reward. I wiO try, during the remiinilpr of my life, to remember my 
datr to cur conimon country, and, if it be poaiibte, to rcniler inytelf warchy 
^ the kon^ui for which I n»w ttsad ro de«piy indebted. 

" I thank y0d, ^if, for tlus polite and afTecciooaie minBM', in which you haVc 
communintcd the bcdm of tlie cooiniiticc to me." 
TOL. I. 2 N 
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IKiOK, esquire, for the great assistance they- have 
derived from the laudable application of itia emi- 
nent abilities^ to the service of his couiuij in the 
above pcrfornutnce. 



Extract from tbe minutet, 

CHABLES THOMSON, Ari ^ lit 




W HEN the committee for preparing a 
draught of instructions was appointed, it was 
considered, whether it would not be proper, to 
form some kind of a sketch, however imperfect 
it might be, of all the grievances, of the colo- 
nies, and of course of their constitutional rights. 



Such an attempt, tho' very rude, might be 
improved by better hands j and it seemed abso- 
lutely necessary, no longer to confine ourselves 
to occasional complaints and partial remedies, 
but, if possible, to attain some degree of cer- 
tainty concerning our hves, liberties and pro- 
perties. 



It was perceived, that if the instructions 
should be farmed on this plan, they would com- 
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many and very important positions 
which it would Ik* proper to introduce, by pre- 
viously assigning tlie reasons, on which tlicy 
were founded. Otherwise, the positions miglit 
not apix'ar to the committee to be just. From 
this considtralioii it became necessary, to ren- 
der the iusiructions long and argumentative ; 
and whoever candidly reflects on the import- 
ance of the occasion, will think such a method 
very justifiable. 



4 



The draught of instructions being brought 
into the provincial committee and read, and no 
objection being made to any of the principles 
sawrted in tliera, it was not thought necessary, 
that the argumentative part should continue 
•ny longer in them. Tlie committee, that 
brought in the draught, therefore moved, that 
this part of the instructions might be separated 
from the rest. Whereupon the draught vras 
re-committed, for this purpose, to the com- 
mittee, that brought it in. This was done. 
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Several additions have been made to the 
other part, now called " An Essay," &c. since 
the vote for publishing. The additions are dis- 
tinguished by crotchets, thus ^ ]] and in these 
it was not thought necessary to observe the 
ftile of instructions. The notes have been al- 
most entirely added since the vote. 

August 1, 1774. 



" Of the various instnictions, on this occasion, 
those which were drawn up by a convention of de- 
legates, from every county in the province of Penn- 
sylvania, and presented by them, in a body, to the 
constitutional assembly, were the most precise and 
determinate. By these it appears that the Pennsyl- 
vanians were disposed to submit to the acts of na- 
vigation, as they then stood^ and also to settle a 
certain annual revenue on his majesty, his heirs and 
successors, subject to the controul of pai-liament, 
and to satisfy the demands of the East-India com- 
pany, proticled their grievances tuere redressed, 
and an amicable compact was settled, which, by 
establishing' American rights in the manner of a 
new magna charta, ^vould have precluded future 
disputes." 



Ramiat's Hiitary tf lie ABieriam SraJuSlaat mi, !■ fep IJf. 




RESOLUTIONS. &c. 

jii a provincial meeting of deputies chosen by the 
several counties^ in Pennsylvania, held at Phila- 
delphia, July 15, 1774, and continued by ad- 
journments from day to day. 

PRESENT. 
For the city and county oj Philadelphia^ 



Thomas Willing, 

John Dickinson, 

Peter Chevalier, 

Edward Pennington, 

Thomas Wharton, 

John Cox, 

Joseph Reed, 

Tho. Wharton, jun. 

Samuel Erwin, 

Thomas Fitzsimons, 

Dr. William Smith, 

Isaac Howell, 
vol. 1. 



Joseph Moulder, 

Anth. Morris, Jun. 

George Gray, 

John Nixon, 

Jacob Barge, 

Thomas Penrose, 

John M. Nesbit, 

Jonathan B. Smith* 

James Mease, 

Thomas Barclay, 

Benjamin Marshall, 

Samuel Howell, 
20 



C 298 ) 

Adam Hublcy, William Moulder, 

George Schlosser, John Roberts, 

Samuel Miles, John Bayard, 

Thomas Mifflin, William Rush, 

Christoph. Ludwic, Charles Thomson. 

£ucks, 

John Kidd, John Wilkinson, 

Henry Wynkoop, James Wallace. 

Joseph Kirkbride, 

Chester, 

Francis Richardson, Hugh Lloyd, 

Elisha Price, John Sellers, 

John Hart, Francis Johnson, 

Anthony Wa}Tie, Richard Reiley. 

Lancaster, 

George Ross, Emanuel Carpenter, 

James Webb, William Atlee, 

Joseph Ferree, Alexander Lowry, 

Matthias Slough, Moses Erwin. 

Torky 
James Smith, Thomas Hartley, 

Joseph Donaldson, 

Cumberland, 
James Wilson, William Irvine. 

Robert Magaw, 
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JBerks^ 

Edward Biddle, Thomas Dundas, 

Daniel Broadhead, Christopher Schultz. 

Jonathan Potts, 

Northampton, 

William Edmunds, John Okeley, 

Peter Kechlein, Jacob Arndt. 

Northumberland y 
William ScuU, Samuel Hirater. 

Bedford, 
George Woods. 

JVestmorelandy 
Robert Hannah, James Cavctt. 
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THOMAS WILLING, Chairman, 
CHARLES THOMSON, Cleric- 

Agreed that, in case of any difference in senti- 
ment, the question be determined by the deputies 
voting by counties. 

The letters from Boston of the 13th of May 
were then read, and a short account given of the 
steps taken in consequence thereof, and the mea- 
sures now pursuing in this and the neighbouring 
provinces ; after which the following RESOLVES 
were passed. 

Uman. I. 1 HAT we acknowledge ourselves, and 
the inhabitants of this province, liege subjects of 
his majesty king George the third, to whom they 
and we owe and will bear true and faithful allegi- 
ance. 

Unan. II. That as the idea of an unconstitu- 
tional independence on the parent state is utterly 
abhorrent to. our principles, we view the unhappy 
differences between Great-Britain and the colonies 
with the deepest distress and anxiety of mind, as 
fruitless to her, grievous to us, and destructive of 
the best interests of both. 



Un .\ n. III. That it is therefore our ardent i 
sire, tliat our ancient harmony with the mother 
country shouEil be restored, and a perpetual love 
and union subsist between us, on the principles of 
the constitution, and an interchange of good of- 
fices, without the least infraction of our mutujil 
rights. 

Ukan. IV. That the inhabitants of these colo- 
nies are intitled to the same rights and liberties 
WITHIN thcise colonics, that the subjects born iu ■ 
England me intitlcd to within that realm. 

Unan. V. That the power assumed by the 
parliament of Great-Britain to bind the people 
of these colonies, " by statutes in all cases 
*' vjhatsoeiser^^'' is unconstitutional ; and therefore 
the source of these unhappy differences. 

Unan. VI. ^'hat the act of parliament, for 
shuttirlg^ up the port of Boston^ is unconstitutional ; 
oppressive to the inhabitants of that town ; danger- 
ous to the liberties of the Briilsb colonies ; and 
therefore, that wc consider our brethren at Boston 
as suffering in the common cause of these colonies. 



Unas. VII. That the bill for altering the ad- 1 
ministration of justice in certain criminal cases 
within the province ol Massachusetts-Bay^ if pass- 
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ed into an act of parliament, will be as unconstitu- 
tional, oppressive and dangerous, as the act above- 
mentioned. 

Unan. VIII. That the bill for changing the 
constitution of the province of Massachusetts-Bay ^ 
established by charter, and enjoyed since the grant 
of that charter, if passed into an act of parliament, 
will be unconstitutional and dangerous in its con- 
sequences to the American colonies. 

Unan. IX. That there is an absolute necet- 
sity, that a congress of deputies from the several 
colonies be immediately assembled, to consult to- 
gether, and form a general plan of conduct to be 
observed by all the colonies, for the purposes of 
procuring relief for our suffering brethren, obtain- 
ing redress of our grievances, preventing future 
dissensions, firmly establishing our rights, and re- 
storing harmony between Great- Britain and her 
colonies on a constitutional foundation. 

Unan. X. That, although a suspension of the 
commerce of this large trading province, with 
Great-Britain, would greatly distress multitudes 
of our industrious inhabitants, yet that sacrifice, 
and a much greater, we are ready to offer for the 
preservation of our liberties ; but, in tenderness to 
the people of Great-Britain, as well as of this ccun- 



I 
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try, and in hopes that our jjst remonstri^nccs will, 
at length, reach the cirs of our gracious sovereign, 
and be no longer treated with contempt by any of 
oar fellow subjects in Eti^landy it is our earnest 
desire, that the congress should first try the gent- 
ler mode of stating- our tj;Tie\'!inces, and making a 
firm and decent claim of redress. 

XI. Resolved, by a great raajorit)', That yet 
notwithstanding, as an unanimity of counsels and 
measures is indispensibl^' necessary for the com- 
mon welfLirCi ifthe congress shall judr^c agreements 
of non-importation and non-exportation expedient, '] 
the people of this province will join with the other 
principal and neit^hbouring colonies, in such an as- 
sociation of non- importation from and non-cxport- 
tation to Great-Britain as shall be agreed on, at 
the congress. 

XII. Kesolvee, by a majority, Tliat if any 
proceedings of the parliament, of which notice shall 
be received, on this continent, before or at the 
general conf^rcss, shall render it necessarj' in the 
opinion of that congress, for the colonic to take 
farther steps than are mentioned in the chventb 
resolve ; in such case, the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince shall adopt such farther steps, and do all in 
their power tc carry them into execution. 
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Us AX. XIII. Tliai the venders of merchandize 
of c^Try kind, within this province ought not to 
lake sdvantage of the resolves relating^ to non-im- 
portation in this province or elsewhere ; but tliat 
they ou^ht to sell their merchandizt:, uhich they 
now have, or may hereafter import, at the same 
latcs they have been accustomed to do within three 
months last pa&t. 



n^^ 



Uhan. XIV. That the people of this provin 
will hrcjik off all trade, commerce, and dealing, 
and will have no trade, commerce^ or dealing of 
any kind with any colony on this continent, or with 
any city or town in such colony, or with any indi- 
vidual, in any such colony, city or town, which shall 
refuse, decline, or neglect to adopt, and carry into 
execution such general plan as shall be agreed ti 
in congress. 



Uman. XV. That it is the duty of every met 
ber of this committee to promote, as much as 
can, the Bubscription set on foot, in the sever 
counties of this province, for the relief of the di 
tre&sed inliabitants of Boston. 



Umast. XVI. That this committee give ij 
structions on the present situation of public affaii 
to their representatives, who are to meet next week' 
in assembly, and request tbcm to appoint a proper 
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number of persons to attend a congress of depu- 
ties from the several colonies, at such time and 
place as may be agreed on, to effect one general 
plan of conduct, for attaining the great and import- 
ant ends mentioned in the nintb resolve. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 



rftOM rat 



COMMITTEE 



REPRESENTATIVES IN ASSEMBLY MET. 



GENTLEMEN, 

1 HE dissensions between Great-Britain and 
her colonies on this continent, commencing about 
ten years ago, since continually increasing, and at 
length grown to such an excess as to involve the 
latter in deep distress and danger, have excited the 
good people of this province to take into their seri- 
ous consideratiou the present situation of public 
affairs. 

The inhabitants of the several counties qualified 
to vote at elections, being assembled on due notice, 
have appointed us their deputies ; and in conse- 
quence thereof, we being in provincial committee 
met, esteem it our indJspensible duty, in pursuance 
of the trust reposed in us, to give you such instruc- 
tions, as, at this important period, appear to us to 
be proper. 



\\ 



- ( So8 ) 

■ Wb, speaking in their names and our own, ac- 
knowledge ourselves liege subjects of his majesty 
king George the thirds to whom " we will be faith- 
" ful and bear true allegiance." 

Our judgments and affections attach us, with 
inviolable loyalty, to his majesty's person, family 
and government. 

We acknowledge the prerogatives of the sove- 
i reign, among which are included the great powers 
of making peace and war, treaties, leagues and alli- 
ances binding us of appointing all officers, 

except in cases where other provision is made, by 
grants from the crown, or laws approved by the 

crown: of confirming or annulling every act of 

our assembly within the allowed time and of 

hearing and determining finally, in council, appeals 
from our courts of justice. " The prerogatives are 

limited," *as a learned judge observes, " by 

bounds so certain and notorious, that it is impos- 
sible to exceed them, without the consent of the 
people on the one hand, or without, on the other, a 
violation of that original contract,'^ which, in all 



• I Slachloee 137. 

t And though ve ar« strangers to the (viginal oFmoit atatet, yet we nmc 
not Imagine thai what has beea here asld, coaccrning the mauticr in which dvil 
•odetic} arc formmli is *a arbitrary fiction. For tincc it it certain, that &11 ci^ 



states ImplicLtly, and in ours most expressly, sub- 
sists between the prince and subject. For these 

prerogatives are vested in the crownyb/- the support 



vil (ockcie* had a hfginciing.ic U Jnipowlble to conceive, how the members, of 
whjch ihey arc campnssJ, rautd unite to liTetDgelher depcDdcntona supccinf 
tftithoiily, without sli|tp(nifig the cuVcnttlts abacc'tnf nliollcd. 

BuRLEJJAIiUi's Frini:. effel, tj-ji. vol, 1,fiagi ty. 

And in fact, upon cutiai^cring ihe prunttivc state of man, it appcaii moit 
ccmini llut tfae appclLtiont of lovereigna nnd aubjerti, EnaBtcrii and iLcvci, 
arc utiknown to D^uie. Nature has made us sll of the same spfeiet.aLI eq^ual, 
all free and inifcpcn dint ofeath. other; and waaivllUng that thoic, on wUram 
■he Jia& bcGtfBwect the aamc factdtiea^ should hare ^1 the same rights. Tt A 
ihaetats bej'ond atl duubt, ihit in this primitive state nf nature, no man h£i 
of huniclf an criginal right of commuidiiig othcra, or aoy title ta aoyaeigvTj. 

Tliere i» nwic ^vt Cod »lone that hu of hioudf, and in consc<]vcpee of hts 
e and perfection!, n natural, essential, and inherent righi of giving' law* 

iniokind, and of cxcrciiicg an aSwiIute WTereignCy over them. The case 
» oiSicrwiK between wiaa uid miin, thej are of theii' owQ nainre if inilcpcnd- 
ent of etie uiDthec, as (hey sredtpeodfnt on Gad. This liberty as d independ- 
ence is thi;rcrore a tight nii[urE.l!y belonging lo man, of wl>Uh it would be 
unjutt to dcprire Md) a^oiajt hii will, JiUm, fap 3S> 

There i« a beautiful painge of Ciun'i ta tkis poiposc.* I^otlli^ » mtm 
mgrnahli (o ibr lafrrat Btily, ihaS p^titfia tbh iDiiv-rir, iLan dvH itddia haJiiUf 

When tiiei-ctorc we give to soTereigns the title of Cod's ricegercnts upofl 
«irtfc. this ilors not imply rhat they derive their authorltjr immedtMely from 
Caif, hut li ii^idcs unly, that by means of the power lodged io their heads, 
and with which ihc people have icveWeU i]iem, ibiy mfciniaio, agreeably » 
the TiiiwE of the Deiij, both order and piace, and thui priKtire the Kappiacft 
«f minlcind. JJim. fmgi 40. 

, * Nihil ett illi {irineipi Deo, qui omnem h-unc mundoni re^it, ^ni qnidcin 
In tcrrii liat nccrptiui, i^uaDi cimsilia eoetusque hominum. jure MKiati, flue 

dritatcj apptibiilur. Sumir, S.-ip .(■.>/. ;i. 





#/f0f;f /jr. and do not mtrcnch any further on 
natural Iibcrites, than is expedient for the rnni^ 
tcDucc of our citiL** 



^ 



BtJT it is our mUfortunc, that we are compelled 
loudly U)c:ill your attention to the consideration 

another poucr, totally dlft'crent in kind limit 

as it is -jllcdjifcd, by no " bounds,*' and J " wear- 
" ing a most dreadful aspect," with regard to Ame^ 
rita. Wc mean the power clahncd by paTliamcn| 
of right, to bind the people of these colonies 
statutes, " in ail eases •wbatsce^er"' a po-vv* 



1 



Bm it win he hfre objected, that the tcHprure itKlT tayt, that enrrj nuD 
MIglil lo be mxtject 10 the jupremc powen, Ikciuk ilcy are cstatlUhed hj 
C«d> I mrw«r, wilt Crttim, tliM men t«TC Mtabliahed ^l»iJ societies, not 
n CMise^iuiice of t dmneofduiance, but of ihdr vnlaDtaiymalioii, indup 
to it bj ihiC cifXTlciKc thij had had of the inrajinciiy which sepitacc fj.n:iil 
were under, uf dcfcniling iIicitikIvii againn the ioi-ulla and auacksorhnti 
Ttaksee. From chcQ« ,he adi^(') arius th? tivilpaw<:r, which Si. Ftirr, 
lliit rc3Min, til\^ a liummit power,' though in. other p«ns of icripture it 
iIm iiavKof i.JiTiaeiiutituiioa,>l i>ccauie God hijipproicdafii asanemUifl 

Isent iiteful to Rriatil;iA(I.^ 

Atl th« Qthsf arguments, ia favour of the opinion we have liesn here rd 

I tog, do noi even tlcicrve out notice, In Rcncril, it may be observed, lb»t) 

'Vir were Eiijrc: wrctchei! lejfuai proJu^ediihan upon ihis (nbjcct , »5 the icadeT- 

iKa; be eiiulycorvincedby reading ^'a^nAr/ on iht law uf DatareatiJnstintu 

whO) in the chopii^r corrcipoading to thii, girn thcK ir^imcnlt at 

and coniplciely TL-futes them-f /Jim, fap 4a, 43,' 

t I BUfijIaiiiiJO. 

h Rom. liii. ^ 1" Ep. chap. I. y. 13. d Hom. xiiL I. 

' Groiiua of (he rl^ht of war and prace. bodk \. chap. 4 fee. 7, 11. Ko. 1 

' See the laws/nsluro and notioni, book "Ml. chap, i. 
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as ^vc are not, nnd, from local circumstances, can- 
not he represented there, utterly subversive of our 
natural and civil liberties past events and rea- 
son convincing us, that there never existed, and 
never can exist, a state thus subordinate to another, 
and yet retaining the sUg^htest portion of freedom 
or happiness. 

The import of llie words above quoted needs no 
descant ; for the wit of man, as we apprehend, can- 
not possibly form a more clear, concise, and com- 
prehensive definition and sentence of slavery, than 
these expressions contain. 

Tins power chimed by Creat-Britaht and the 
late attempts to exercise It over these colonies, pre- 
sent to our view two events, one of which must 
inevitably take place, if she shall continue to insist 
on her pretensions. KiUier, the colonists will sink 
from the rank of freemen into the class of slaves, 
overwhelmed with all the miseries and vices, proved 
by the history of mankind to be inseparably annex- 
ed to that deplorable condition : or, if they have 
sense and virtue enough to exert themselves in 
striving to avoid this perdition, they must be in- 
volved in an opposition dreadful even in contem- 
plation. 
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Honour, justice and bumatiUy call upon us to 
hold, and to transmit to our posterity, that libertj 
ivhicti we received from our anccHtors. It is nt 
our duty to leave wealth to our children; but ii 
is our duty, to leave liberty to them. No infamy, 
iniquity, or cruelty, can exceed our own, if we, 
born and educated in a country of freedom, intltlec! 
to its blessings, and knowing their v^tlue, pusillani- 
mously deserting the post assigned us by Divin< 
Providence, surrender succeeding generations to 
condition of wretchedness, from which no huim 
efforts, in all probability, wlU be sufficient to ej 
tricate them ; the experience of all states moui 
fully demonstrating to us, that when arbitrary pow- 
er has been established over them, even the wisest 
and bravest nations, that ever flourished, have, li 
a few years, degenerated into abject and wretcht 
vassals. 



So alarming^ are the measures already taken 
laying the foundations of a despotic authority 
Great-Britain over us, and witli such artful and in^ 
cessant vigilance is the plan prosecuted, that unless 
the present generatioti can. interrupt the work, 
vsb'de it is gixingforuiard, can it be imagined, that 
our children, debilitated by our imprudence and 
sxipineness, will be able to overthrow it, 'a}hen com- 
pleted P Populous and powerful as these colonies 
may grow, they will still find arbitrary domination 
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not only strengthening with their strength, but ex- 
ceeding, in the swiftness of its progression, as it 
ever has clone, all the artless advantages that can 
acrue to the governed. These advance with a regu- 
larity, which the divine Author of our existence has 
impressed on the laudable pursuits of his creatures ; 
but despotism, * unchecked and unbounded by 

^7iy iaivs never satisfied with what has been 

done, while any thing remains to be done, for the 



* At virtue it neceuvjr In a republic, aod lu a monarchy )|oiior, to fear It 
ncccsKuy in a detpocic gaveiniuciu : with regaid to vinue, there is no ocow* 
on for it, anil honor would be cxtremelj dangeroaa. 

Here the immuiee power of the prince ii devolved intirely upon those to 
whom he a pleaded to intrust it. Persons capable of ietljng t value upon 
themielTet would he like); to create revolution*. Fear mnM therefore deprest 
their spirits, and cxtiDgui«h even the leait ECitie of ambition. 

MoNT£9ituiEo'9 Spirit of Law*, W. I. leai III. riaf^ 9, 

An idea tf dciptlU ftviir. 
When the savages of Louisiana arc desirout of fruit, they cut the tree to the 
root, and gather the fruit.E This is an emilam of despotic government. 

ZJta. led' V. cbaf. I3. 

The principle of despotic government is fear ; but a timid, ignorut, Ba4 
faint spirited pct^le have no occaiion for a great number of bws. 

Everything ought to depend hereon two or rnacE ideas; therefore there 
b ao necestity that any new notion* should be added. When we want to 
break a horte, we^iake care not to let hin change hi* master, his lesson, or 
bis pace. Thu* an impresaion is made on hi* brain by t'^ o or three motion* 
and 00 more. IJim iati. V. itaji. 14. 

B Edifying letters, 11 eoll- p. 31'. 
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jllUbmcnt of ilk ptirjiosc*— ^-confiding, ami 
iblc of confiiling,, o]t!y ia the anmbUoiton of 
tiU oppositiun>~A\tA^s hs course ^vith such unaUai- 
ing and destructive rapidity, that the world has be- 
come its prey, and at this cUy, Great-Britain awl 
her dominions excepted, there is scarce a spot 
on the globe inhabited by civilized nations, where 
the TC^tligcfi of freedom are to be ob&crved. 



I 



To u* therefore it appears, at this alarming 
riod, our duly to God» to our country, to ourselves, 
aiid to our posterity* to exert our utmost ability, 
in promoting and establishing harmony between 
£rra/ -^W/tjrVj and these colonies, on a corisiituiU 
iaJ fcitndanon. 

Fott attaining this great and desirable end, -vtc re- 
quest you to appoint a proper number of persons to i 
attend a congress of deputies from the several colo- 
lies, appointed, or to be appointed, by the rcpr e-; i 
Gcntativcs of the people of the colonies respective^H 
in assembly, or convention, or, by delegates cho- 
sen by the counties generally in the respective co- 
'lonics, and met in provincial committee, at such 
time and place as shall be generally agreed on : and 
that the deputies from this province may be induc- 
ed and encouraged to concur in such measures, 
may be devised for the common welware, we thin 
it proper, particularly to inform you, how fa 
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apprehend, they will be supported in their con- 
duct bv their constituents. 

* 

[/« ibis place was Inserted the argumentative 
part, 'cobich in :bis piiMicaticn is colied " An 

** Essay.''''\ 

The assumed parliamentary power of interrw! 
legislation, and the povier of regulatin.^ trade, as of 
late exercised, and designed to be exercised, we' 
a^e thoroughly convinced, wi4] prove unfailing and 
plentiful sources of dissensions to our mother 
country and these colonies, unless some expedients 
can be adopted to render her secure of receiving 
Irani us every emolument, that can in justice and 
reason be expected, and us secure in our lives, pro- 
perties, and an ec^uitable share of commerce. 

MouHNTDLLY rcvolviiig \n our minds the caJft- 
mities, thnt, arising from these dissensions, will 
most probably fall on ub and our children, we will 
now lay before you the particular points ive request 
of you to procure, if possible, to be finally decided ; 
and the measures that appear to us most likely to 
produce such a desirable period of our distresses 
and dangers. We therefore desire of you 

First. That the Deputies jou appoint, may ] 
be instructed by you strenuously to exert them- 
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iaelres, at the ensuing congress, lo obtain a 
ciation, on the part of Great-Britain^ of all powers 
under the statute of the 35th of Hcury the eighth, 
chapter the 2d. ofaJl powers of internal legisla- 
tion- — -of imposing ta^ccs or dnties internal or 

external and of regulating trade, except with 

respect to anv new articles of commerce, which the 
colonies may hereafler raise, as silk, wine, £sV. re- 
sen'inga right to carry these from one colony lo 
another— —a repeal of all statutes for quartering 
troops in the colonies, or subjecting them to any 
espence on account of such troops of all sta- 
tutes imposing duties to be paid in the colonies, 
that were passed at the accession of his present 
majesty, or before this time; which ever period 

shall be judged most adviseable of the statutes 

giving the courts of admiralty in the colonies great- 
er power tlian courts of admiralty have in England 
of the statutes of the 5th of George the se- 
cond, chapter the 22d, and of the 23d ai George 

the second, chapter the 29fh- of the statuie for 

shutting up the port of Boston and of every 

other statute particularly affecting the province of 
Massachusetts- Bay, passed in the last scssio: 
parliament. 



I 



In case of obtaining these terms, it is our opi- 
nion, that it will be reasonable forthc colonics to en- 



gage their obedience to the acts of parliament c 



^ 
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monly called the acts of navigation, and to every 
other act of parliament declared to have force, at 
this time, in these colonics, other than (hose nbove 
mentioned, and to confirm such statutes b}' acts of 
the several assemblies. It is also our opinion, that 
taking example from our mother country, in abo- 
lishing tlie " courts of wards and liveries, tenures 
*■' in Capite, and by knight's service, and purvey- 
*' ance," it will be reasonable for the colonies, in 
case of obtaining the terms before mentioned, to 
settle a certain annual revenue on his majesty, his 
heirs and successors, subject to the controul of par- 
liament, and to satisfy all damages done to Uie East- 
India company. 

This our idea of settling a rei-enue, arises from 
a sense of duty to our sovereign, and of esteem for 
our mother country. We know and have felt the 
benefits of a subordinate connexion with her. W^e 
neither are so stupid as to be ignorant of them; 
nor so unjust as to deny them. We have also expe- 
rienced tiie pleasures of gratitude and love, as well 
as advantages from that connexion. The impressi- 
ons are not yet erased. We consider her circum- 
stances ivith tender concern. We have not been 
wanting, when constitutionally called upon, to assist 
her to the utmost of our abilities; insomuch that 
, ah* has judged it reasonable to make us recompen- 
ces for our overstrained exertions : and we now 
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think wc ought to contribute more than mc do. 
ihc aUcvialioo of her burthens. 



WaATBTxa mav be said of these proposals on 
cither side of the AilantU^ this is not a time^ e!> 
iher for timitliiy or rashne&s. We perfectly know, 
that Uk [{Tcal cause now agitated, is to be conduct- 
ed to a Iiappy conclusion, onl) by thai well tetiiper- 
ed compo&iijon of counsels, uhicli Grniness, pru- 
dence, tojahy to our sovcrei^, respect to our 
rent state, atid afi'ection to our natiTc country, uni 
cd must form. 



I 



Br such a compact, Great. Britain will sec« 
every benefit, tliat the parliamentary ujsdom 
ages has thought proper to attach to her. Frcm 
1>er chnc \vc shall continue to receive manufac- 
tures. To her alone \\<& shall continue 

carry the vast multitude oj entimtrattcl articles 
commerce, the exportation of which, her pblii 
has thought fit to confine to herself. IVith stt^ 
parts of the w^rlti ffti/y^ as she has appointed us 
<]cal, U'c shall continue to deal ; and such commo- 
-dities only, as she lias permited us to bring from 
them, We shall continue to bring. The executive 
and cotitroulin^ powers of the crown will rets 
their present full force and operaticn. We si 
■Contentedly labour for her as aficctionate fr'tcnt 
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in time of trancjuilVtj' ; and cheerfully spend Tor 
her, as dutiful children, our treasure and our blood, 
in time of war. She will receive a certain income 
* from us, without the trouble or expence of col- 
lecting- it — without being constantly disturbed by 
complaints of grievances, which she cannot justify, 
and will not redress. In case of Avar, or in any 



" The train of t'RiTsrj, cmployeil \ij Cnai-Brhain, coniiunic a very large 
part of what b1i« takes from us. She iherelore intreoses our dittrcsirs to walte 
Hp for that conumpt ion. They will bercafter grow- more uidmaKoppm^ 
ifc, we more audmorc uneasy, the mure and more <3Ist.urtcd We could laite 
iJie wme lum in a much more rary, ffual, and ctif^^ manner, than shf ran <ta. 
The atteJitloD at small MUa citccidi much marc cfficarimiily and Ibcacfidall^ 
to ererj part of (li? t<rriC0fie4, ihas that of che adtnisiUtratioo •)! a »a" em- 
pire. Th.erfjirei«itatiwc5 in aiscmbly, ^a^ie ure iaxtd,ti'hini ibifrnfUan Uxii, 
attemlabli to tiim, ix-i]I ha^vc dcublc motiim to lake care, that the raiiiitg 
injvuifing taoDcj ii luiiiagej intliebcst way. The hnusc orcDmnians would 
not bear 10 eiiminc piifij ^Bi'tiVu/jr relating to the ja!t MutJon of fo^r^ etimty 
OH thii [nulinent, and to irllk oil tbeaicaynSi/ait/y. If thi:y CDIlld gt) ihrSUgh 
itc iiruBmie bbour, It would be impOEsihte for thimtu do my otlwr bosiflets. 
la shorl, bj not doing it, tliej would be urjuit i bj doing k, lliry would be 
¥irleij- Equity and Tciaon dtmnnitraic, that ivch a powtf belongs not to them. 
We hliVE hid remarkable titatancc! on ilili ccntiaeat some few ftita agOr of 
the crown being aicerrfing la all ibt ftrist efitiimui charg-cd wilh article!, that 
niTTcr ncnt to the use «! cIlc crown. 1'bcse 'vii^.ic fti-quiiUii, and who (oulil 
be 10 puttlHEiirtii 04 til blame the tWA Hord. It ijiaid, (mi bnrrucbicoit ab-ont 
£.8000 of ibis money — and that ihe batracki at aottlrrfini, not dracnfinj a 
cempariun with ours, ciMt ,£140,000 Merling, We tuilt our swOi nnthtr, 
and Wtrc a* laving and ear* ful ai we could he, it may be suppMcd. If money 
ii raited upiiD un by parljiimciit ; of one thouiuid poutidi, talcn out or our 
pickett, not ane hundred. In all proliabilily, 'vrill be usefully applied to the kt- 
vitc of the etowii. D»Sdcncie» wJU cntue — they must he supplied — olbtr 
acts ire made — sliL oihcrj— lilL our t^" vnre/rrsiriiitdifjiiiei n/gran," too frt- 

k speech Diri.ori Camden. I BLu'bco&Ci a;^- 
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jcfgtncT or distress to licr, wc sliaH nUo be rea. 
dy ami willing to contribute all aids within our 
jiOlVTr : tnd \vc solemnly declare, that on such o{ 



M-ctIf att\ (bncl^ eol Jawn uiit n-pMcd to thelintRlnghric of an unsf^ing 
n, ••cr " ii Ai •nuSaa," pcri*fa to their dccprsC roan. 

' "ntf* li OW «pM cwth ^Mjri the ncellciu Oaritm) a natjon, irhitli bit- 

' tlglaJ »iniut»Wf l^pirtMtt*. hainor Tell thceti to W U-yitlg and connUniq 

■■riwfiitli Ifl nwk. wiiTr du^ ■>» n«f limiM, it has been oXtL-n as mueb »i 

wiidt f—fb (mM do la nilnia ihau lo ilieir irtiKi asii to korfi ihcrn frora i 

!;MKt Muli frc^»ctltly li» Ihcb chcu- praproiit;' to be lanlcu, 

bat ■ violtm ti«mh enuld cart theni of llieii violeocc. Some i 

I fwd anm tUU tbty knm tifigb, whUsi ihirf Ota takr more i mar ir nMotf ' 

p^B/, nhcn the; ^can ifii-c tlic whole." 1 

•TTiaf lie liUiUiici* ofninM kingdomi hai liecii ill managed, ptneeed* ffi 
lAki ii import* lilt lavvr nuil at mcd nnly, and llic pnpli i,wlMise 
k||U«Ri tE«h (he ptiiitc, lJI it ii too Ute, wJ till all U fat! ismedjr] ihal n«t- 
[■Urii ihould )u/ri/ga!Jy nrAtTiii, bccaiuc m« inuft arise from litir mrcat ami 

rhUMT. But clicfrriir onci> who heretofore have had ihc prince's rv 3bA 

I l»vow, m wbu hup«4 tu have him in tlifir poisejoion., wire »wojed Uj- inW&r 
LJir^ wj uitrrrit i thcj likc profuiioii, Ds having liad a prnspect to be giiiiicn 
I h, they can euily Mt their actounl even with tin: lUti: ; a tmAU ihar^ 
I tbcir Imd it «irc than jij/iini^liy a £reiil fljtt, or b Lr^ fiaiisn."^ 

Sec the Icrd Itfepcf N'^'-iy* iccfilitit vf iiUut-i in tKc concCuct AU^l Vrj^f«fa/j 
i the public money in the rinie of king Charhi ll.l lliose mho, in *jf- ifa 
ksrc the cani!uctor6 of ibc nunc Mud of dinv wcrk, may compare (ir mftfcra 1 

^ jrnlous wap ftnj means with tfioic of their worthy preJc;;swri. 

Atnong others. prriendL-d want r.f mnrcy in the trcaiury, in orier lo law 

I « prEicnce for givir^ an eiorbilant price tvr necenarii-s. I^niliu<r tlic 

, ^o-v.^ri ^T tJciiT FEH CEKT. mOiitfTv whjch ^'3$ raiH4 at live Uld sii< 
ing with the pulili; maney , fr/tm'g^ it u iffrhjtt, atid taking intent. 

i Call's i.TT. III. ;8. 

Jt Dtittn. 11, 161- ■ Datt^mp. Mm. II- t^. 
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caaions, if we or our posterity shall refuse, neglect, 
or decline thus to contribute, it will be a meaUj 
and manifest violation of a plain duty, and a weak .1 



frtaat'M)[ tit puUii JiUi tad fundi ^ tajtitg iLaa 0/ lU Ln/Jin nl but/ titir •aiarll, 
mni aJitrtx-'^rJ' /y ••Icrcil grllifg tbini psii itJttU- Frctclliliag to give up all pow- , 
er ia roirotiimcudii]^ to places for aconsldfratioii, and then inaisLing on lecom- 
m-ending scil!, and h> ge-tliii^ bath ways. Sailing ever iejiii aps« lie imofli ar 

pui£tj while ikr ^im ^oat H link fnlr firl^atrfceittj* A JVtlicr VfoppiTiE ^ l^'K^ 
»uni ID tiit own hand, wliidi vvutofiaTC been pa.id tli« publii: crcdiiorB. Si- 

Jsreic can it Inu^ll ta aaaiial, bt Jiii. 7Z( nMrji liaU inio t/it /rmiit sj hit tiir, 
He obtain^ a. pat-dQ'U of ^11 hia faitller'd licbtc- Gr<i«t frauds ia of^cc found ouL 
Then una ^icirt ajiJiolariei ijC vp 3» checli. Th« new prove at great iaavavt 
the old, and forrn a jchcms aftallnuau and mutual undericanding. Jlni iht fniSs 

faj-i for all, mJ tU primr of ihi cwrt j/ ilrrw^luKcJ. A D old [tlKCIllin ttgt 
leave 10 sell. Pockeli ihe maney, and by :aiiil [>y, through intcresi, get! a new 
phcejratir. Eitnragant men iqiiiuidcr ihcir own muncy m tLeir faMie ck- 
fAymrHi o! embassodofB, goviernors, Stc. and charge (he puWk with emfi llam 
Uuf i^vit Tiall^ rjiial, v.'hile what they ri^ally spent wai icd times more thui 
BCCeJUry. 1'Le huuacsi of aid ii^iet iTnaifetreJ ta nr-m ; hui itc frffli ef the aU 
tiiUitfii ttp-f ihsurh lesome linfturej, Kti old idrYATkt of tlic public fOttrcd upon 

a pensioiK He who lacceeds him, by intcres^t, gcti it continiied to him . Auo- 
Ukt get! aa iddicioD to hLi salary, nnd thci) acUs his pUce for a grcit deal 
more tliac It Cosi him, and so an addtti'flnal Icni is laid □□ the pulilic i fur the 
additinn must he tcntinued, became the place W3« bought. An. Himual stim i» 
gruttcd by the public [or a public us£, as keeping up a. haibour, oc tkc LJkc< 
ji pri-natc man, Iry mirrcit, giU a gramt efliiJM ; the public concern is neglect* 
cd, aad the puljLr pocket pkkcd. Crown latidi perpetually bcg^gcd andgivcji 
»W»y to aticngthcn ibe eoavt intctest- The crowo constantly kepi in debt, 
uid SEU-Ijatnefit sDlieited ta pay thof^ debts DCCadolied mrr^y hy ihi vc-rteity af 
ibt iBtft. Commander™ of ilcets order a lufierjluotii gi/nntiij afitara. By tollu- 
aitiD bclwceu tbeiri Mid tl'C ature iLi^Astcra, this KD-pcrHuuui quatitity u loUagrUM 
tatbr ling, and the money sun! ij) their potkeis. SoBielinienlie »tMe-ma»teK 
gru rterfli for men liicn •aiiii raiiwil into the Icing'i itorci. and the mnaiy wu 
£vUtiamais lit plaiuittari- The kioE'i work* done ly /ietfrj,-wh««a*U WtfUU 
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and wicked tkacrtion oT the true interests of thtj 
prorincc, which ever hive been and must be bound 
up in the prosperity of our mothrr country. Oaf 
^ttoion, founded on mutual compacts and mutual 

I cfcnrpcr Vf the pttt. MoncT ptrtended to b« emncd grjtii. Lki 
< twc mn* itrytVf CDiOfd prodaced. fiu the contriTancc was to Dtduthe 
I ••r^Mtl, in>l OifB (hf too hci>7 pkci» were ciTrietl b&ck talhc mioti 
I tW proAi amk ie prime pi>ckcu, Jic. 

I irrtlu \» a hage clokc tbrown ortt ui immcnK kcxc of comiption i 
br tUi lUi rr' va'f mT ^nf. Oar coMit-mcn teU d*. zhtre aui Jr Lrje 
lOpeaakd In tliii •vijr.isilthote funst irjuasr b leeoumed tor ; dct^nse the 
«< for tliLin rnnic ne^a- hf hncii. But wc find, that tfce rarmnoni 
A TTOS adfroacd queen ^inr far accoutiti of pcnnioiu paid for «(rrt«r- 
1 4fc» » ffuwtiai *f jMflliincm, *f IS any |k<;f loiit iii tf urt for them j asd I 
[ ** die fMcn w^o/nut iccOuol Eo be laJJir/bri tte Inut."" 

CM^0tn art a frew foaJ of minlitcrUI inflvicnce- It ii well Icnown. Hal 

■r miftiritj do not arcrpT ihc man reatmijiU offcT; hut thf offer which ii 

■udc hf thMCwIw have thF grnint^jrfUn'^ijry interest: and that in wir 

I liinCi C (CTT man, irho furmihti tar the jMimnnit, ii enricLBt; in Amur the 

■tmrrttryi which vhcwi. tliat we mwigge our jujHk money moch war« than 

I Ac F'r«u£ niniury do thflrs. In the late ivir it ii notori-^ii^, that Kvcnl of 

'■Unr fiirviytrt tn^ ctmaiiiarin gntrstata luffidfut ti> sn thrmup for cirls and 

duku. But M Ssmii° ta,fs, " the regard, that i> *hcwa to tnemben of/ 

i»h( ucang UI, C3UK1 that !ev iilaj/i rsn be Upih/dvito, or ilretvrt-r^. 

Pol. Disqp- tool Vpngi 174— 4.7J 

Whnt irdrtn could n poor plundered, unrepresented colony obtalo ag«i]nt 
1 K*mii supported by i ttranj; pirliamcnitary Infivciirc. We know wIiM le- 
venl ^overnan of Miiwrai have dared to do. A governor Df Giiraitar ha> 
ventured tu npprca crcn the (rarrimn of that importini place. The very 
druJgety iff tumniirrg account*, would probahly wcuce him, tf fewt, the in- 
jurUa timli net he rfcompemed. A mccenoi nught proTC u Ind— ^ fUlrit 
fnvrititi filttml." The vlctorioiu proslncr w-ecpi. 



!>£■. cou. tv. 119. 
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benefits, will be indissoluble, at least more firm, 
than an union perpetually disturbed by disputed 
rights and retorted injuries. 

Secondiy. If all the terms abovementioned 
cannot be obtained, it is our opinion, that the mea- 
sures adopted by the congress for our relief should 
never be relinquished or intermitted, until tbosc 
relating to the troops, — Internal legislation, — im- 
position of taxes or duties hereafter, — the 35th of 

JleuryihQ 8th, chapter the 2d, the extension of 

admiralty courts,— the port of Boston and the pro^ 
vince of Massacbusetts-Bay, are obtained. Every 
modification or q^ualification oi these points in, our 
judgment, should be inadmissible. To obtain them, 
we think it may be prudent to settle some revenue 
as above-mentioned, and to satisly tlie East'India 
company, 

TfiiaDLY. If neither of these plans should be 
agreed to, in congress, but some other of a similar 
nature shall be framed, though on the terms of a 
revenue, and satisfaction to the East-Tndia coni- 
pany, and though it shall be agreed by the congress 
to admit no modification, or qualification in the 
terms they shall insist on, we desire your deputies 
inay be instructed to concur with the other depu- 
ties in it ; and we will accede to, and carry it into 
execution as far as we can. 



t 



) 



ToffurntT. As to the rejftilation of tr^d^ 
re arc of opinion, that by making^ some Tew amend- 
lents, the commerce of tlie colonics might bt sct- 
"tle*! on a firm establishment, nrlvantagcoiis to Greet- 
' Jfrhijh and them, requiring an<I subject to no fil- 
ature alterations, williout mutual consent. -^-^ We 
'desire to have this point considered by the con- 
gress ; and such mensnres taken, as they maj" 
jurtgc proper. 



I 



lie order to obtain redress of aUr common g: 
'imecs, wx obseire a general inclination among the 
colonics of entering into agreements of non-impor- 
tation and non-exportation. We are fully com"iP- 
rcd. that such agrLcmcnts would withhold very' 
large supplies from Great-Britain, and no words 
'can describe our contempt and abhorrence of those 
colonists, if any such there are, who, from a sordid 
and ill-judged attachment to their own immediate 
profit, would pursue that, to the injury of 
countiy, in this great struggle for all the blessi 
of libcrly. It would appear to us a most uasi 
frugality, that would lose every important possessi- 
on by too strict an attention to small things, and 

lose also even these at the last. For our parti 

we will checrfullv make anv sacrifice, when neces- 
sary, to preserve tlie freedom of our country. But 

other considerations have weight w ith us. Wc 

wish cverj- mark of respect to be paid to his roa- 



diate 
itcM^ 
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jesty's aclmlniatration. We have been taught from 
our youth to entertain tender and brotherly aficcti- 
ons for our fellow subjects at home. The inter- 
ruption of our commerce mast distress great num- 
bers of them. This we earnestly desire to avoid. 
We therefore request, that the deputies you shall 
appoint may be instructed to exert themselves, at 
the congress, to induce the members of it, to con* 
sent to make a full and precise state of grievances 
and a decent yet firm cSaim of retlress, and to wait 
the event, before any other step is taken. It is our 
opinion, that persons should be appointed and sent 
home to present this state and claim, at tlie court 
of Greal-Britain. 

If the congress shall choose to form agreements 
of non-importation and non- exportation immedi-' 
ately, we desire the deputies from this province will 
endeavour to have them 50 formed as to be binding] 
upon all, and that they maybe pehhanekt, should 
the public interest require it. They cannot be 
cjficacious-, unless they can be permanent ; and itj 
appears to us that there will be a danger of their be*] 
ing infringed, if they are not formed uith great cau-'l 
' lion and deliberation. We have determined in the 
present fituation of public affairs to consent to a stop- 
page of our commerce with Great -Brhaiii only ; 
,' but in case any proceedings of the parHamcnt, of 
. uhich notice shall be received on this continent,] 



^ 
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before or at ihc congress, shall render it neces- 
sary, tn the opinion of the con^es« to take further 
steps, the inhabitants of this province ivill adopt 
such steps, snd do all in their power to carrj- 
into execution. 

This extensive power we commit to the con- 
gress, for the sake of prcscning that unanimity 
coirnscl and conduct, that alone c:m work out 
BJlvation of these colonics, with a strong- hope and ' 
trust, that they will not di-aw this province into an^ 
mcasnrc judged by us, who must be better ^H 
quatntcd with its state than strangers, highly inex-7 
pcdicnt. Of this kind, we know any other stq^H 
page of trade, but of that with Great-Britain^ ivlW 
' be. Kvcn this step ive should be extremely afflicted 
to sec taken by the congress, before the other mode 
above pointed out is tried. But should it be taken. 
vc ipprehend, ihat a plan of restrictions may beiH| 
framed, agreeable to the respective circutnslanc^^ 
of the several colonies, as to render Great-Britain 
sensible of the imprudence of her counsels, and ye) 
leave them a necessary commerce. And here 
may not be improper to take notice, that if redress 
of our ^icvances cannot be wholly obtained, th«M 
extent or continuance of our restrictions niiiy, irT^ 
some sort, be proportioned to tlie rights we arj 
contending for, and the degree of relief afforded u 
Tliis mode will reader our opposition Sl^ per petti 



as our oppreuion, and will be a continual claim 
and assertion of our rights. We cannot express 
the anxiety, with which we wish the consideration 
of these points to he recommended to yon- We 
are persuaded, that if these colonies fail of unani- 
mity or prudence in forming their resolutions, or 
of fidelity in observing them, the opposition by 
non- importation and non-esportatlon agreements 
will be ineffectual ; and then we shall have only 
the alternative of a more dangerous contention, or 
of a tame submission. 

Upon- the whole, we shall repose the highest 
confidence in the wisdom and integrity of the ensu- 
ing congress : and though we have, for the satis- 
faction of the good people of this province, who have 
chosen us for this express purpose, offered to you 
such instructions, as have appeared expedient to 
us, yet it is not our meaning, that by these or by 
any you may think proper to g*lve them, the depu- 
ties appointed by you should be restrained from 
agreeing to any measures, that shall be approved 
by the congress. We should be glad the deputies 
chosen by you could, by their inHuence, procure 
our opinions hereby communicated to you to be as 
nearly adhered to, as may be possible : but to 
avoid difficulties, we desire that they may be in- 
structed by vou, to agree to any measures that 
shall be approved by the congress, the inhabitants 
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of this province having resolved to adopt and cany 
them into execution. — Lastly — We desire the de- 
puties from this province, may endeavour to pro- 
cure an acljoumnicnt of the congress, to such a daj 
as tliey shall judge proper, and the appointment of 
a stl^ding committee. 

Agreed, that ^o^n Dickinson^ Joseph Read, 
and Charles Thomson^ be a committee to write to 
the neighbouring . colonies, and communicate to 
them the resolves and instructions. 

AcB££n, that the committee for the city and 
county of Fbiliidelpbia, or any fifteen of them, be 
a committee of correspondence for the general 
committee of tliis province. 

Extract from the Minutes^ 

CHARLES THOMSON, ckrl t/ttt ««»Afar. 




J- HE authority of parliament has within these 
few years been a question much agitated ; and great 
difficulty, we understand, has occurred, in tracing 
the line between the rights of the mother country 
and those of the colonies. The modern doctrine of 
the former is indeed truly remarkiblc ; for though 
it points out, what are not our rights^ yet we caii 
never learn from it, what are our rights. As for 

example Great-Britain claims a right to take 

a-vfay nine-tenths of our .estates have we a ri^ht 



• Till" piece hai, been wrllien in sncli baste, «n4cr so great indispositiiwi!, 
and ^ni-dst: suf b i roDfmiou of pubtie iffairt, that it it hojved, its iniicninciet 
will be loalccd upon with indulgence. If Longer time could fiavc beeo beHow- 
cd up^n ks tioiTf ctini), U would hsye Wn it least sborter, if nut more cxaet. 
f^e firit ippciiitmeui of ai ccimmuue tj> fsnn i. draught ol iDstructioiLt, Vfu 
■uulc aif [he fouNh of Ian miHUh. See ooie on the extraa, dgtcd the iStb of 
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cwircwl. tfau br tbc Uvs of God, 



bjr the bvs of the cwa&tituDon, a line there mt 
bcyood whidi bcr auihorm^ canaot extend. Fc 
1 ihcM tows arc { ** groaadcd or icasoo, fiiU of jus- 
licr, t and true cquibr/* mj]d, and calculated to 
promote the firccdom and wel£ire of men. These 



I fAttT. 2U. 7. tpf. " WkRsfilBt? ShUI tw we pw jadgBiMt, i^ 

mmmkiimttt^wdtoiiaiitt^ot^iittanf TTi will jin jbi^,m inibiI^ 
r n<jv, ■nJ if iWc be ra (Twqo iQ the bwtt, I inQ om r^prd tbcm-' 
SfMiih of fCarimwi krd cUcT jaidce of ibc qnecn't bcncb, in ihc rcigoof 

^r f " Ic tCdm to me, that the natni)! jutllci, which w 1 duly of nun, inijtu 
U be Kikil the partntt anj nmruitr, sf every ithir virtut; md aisoicd];! wilb- 
ost ihi) hitiil, 1 nuji tan nfithfr nioilfTaic his Jcures, nor be bnTc, ner wise. 
fur, ii la 1 tatmarjj and pcice, of the wliok soul ; niih a fult caocert of words, 
•ndanigm- Hiillicidoiiiinionof lucb 1 h«bit marbcren-kredmarccofupiciK 



T 
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objects never can be attained by abolishing every 
restriction^ on the pstttoi the governors^ and extin- 
guishing every right, on the part of the governed.^ 

Suppose it be allowed, that the line is not ex- 
pressly draiviit is it thence to be concluded, there is 
no impried Imn^. No English lawyer, we presume, 
will venture to make the bold assertion. "■ The 
*' king may reject whnit bills, may mate what 
*' treaties, may coin what money, may create what 
" peers, and may pardon what offences, i^e pleas- 



OU3, if we cxUninc tbe othet hubin dF virtue. For tlic gMid iil Lheic i> pri- 
vate, Tupccting the individual ; but iliegood cf juAirj^^ujfuf reip«ct«wbole 
■fncmi, lad tttrgu^heut the imlverK." — 

In the iclijliai r/ttan of the norld, ai it mxrshftlt out tlie Hnivcml rule of 
lliirgs, which are thai decreed hy God ; it iE/rou'Jtvfi^*, and lurmt'if, md *i^bf. 
In a I'wU Jiiile, it is justly called frait, and gsnJ ir.lirt In a dumtilk iluir, it is 
the /i>e mijiiilrAcj/ of huibaricl, and nifi:, ipwvijs c«<:h other; ihc gii^ •u/UI qI 
tulMrilinnte nerrbers. In the W^, it a^sallh, mAJymmtlrj oFpirti; which 
arc principal tliingi, and much bclurcd by every living; cmturr. In [hciBv/, 
it i) w''A" ,■ iHal WLsdom whicli arises omODg'Et mwi, Irwu the luavisilg' Iff 
latjcj, and from ttaturaijuiliet. 

SliKC Lhuefi:>rc thiibabit doth ihuii icBtrun, indpruccvc, (he whole and 
cvuy psrt ; rendering all die same, in hcirt, and In tongue, why mu.y it not 

tic ffll^lled, by the uBilVCfftXl VtiiCc ; thl ^arrni HKd nautisher hj Fvnrj vlrtite-^* 

Pol. Pyth. Luc. d^STiORXDM./t^IOj. idit. tigaritlSSQ- 



*' of ijtwihcrccan bt no less acknowledged, than chat her scat ii thcboaom 

of GOP, her voice ihe KarcDaQy of the world : all cKingi in hcavcQ and earth 

do her homags, the very kast as feciing htr earc, and the greatest m tiot et- 
cmpt froBi her power." 

Hoqkeb's, Efit'iiatthal filh-j, titi titij!r Jt, at itii out- 
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} But u his prcrogniire respecting these 
mchcs of it, uiitimitcd .' By no means. The 
words follouini; ttiosc iieKt abuvi: (]uoted from the 
" commentaries on llic laws of^n^/d/ic/,'* are — 
** unlcu where tht constitution hath expressly^ or 
hy tvidcnt consequence i\vaA down .some cxcf^ 
tion vt BODKDAiiv; f/fr/firin^, that thus far 
larrogalivc shall go, and no farther." The 
" xomti boundaries" then, besides the '^' tx 
press exceptions ;" and according to the strong 
texpft^s&ion btre used, " the constitution dechr 
*' there arc." What '* evident consequence** forms 
ihoK " boundaries ?" 



The happiness of the peojile is the end, and, 
ihc term Is allowable, we would call it the body of 
fthc conBtilution. Freedom is ihc spirit or soul. As 
the soul, speaking of nature, has a right to prevent 
I or rtlic>-c» if it can, any mischief to the body of ttl^^ 
, individxial^ and to keep it in the best health ; s^' 
tltf soul, speaking of the constitution, has a right to 
prevent, or relieve, any mischief to the body of the 
Society, and to keep that in the best health. The 
"■ evident consequence" mentioned, must mean a 
tendency to injure this healthy that is, to diminish 
the happiness of the people — or it must mean noth- 
ing. If therefore the constitution " declabs* A) 



} 1 BLACK&TaMt^g Cou. 3J0. 
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** evidtnt consequence" that a tendency to dimin- 
ish the happiness of the people, is a proof, that pow- 
er exceeds a " boundary," beyond which it ought 
Hot to " go ;" the matter ia brought to this single 
point, whether taking our money from us without 
our consent, depriving us of trial by j ury, changing 
constitutions of government, and abolishing the 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, by seizing 
and X carrying us to Englam!, have not a greater 
tendency to diminish our happiness, than any enor- 
mities a king can commit under pretence of pre- 
rogative, can have to diminish the happiness of the 
subjects in England. To come to a decision upon 
this point, no long time need be required. To 
itiake this comparison, is stating the claim of par- 
liament in the most favourable light : for It puts 



) " Of o-rrat importapce to (he public ia ilic preMnrallflii of th'a perwn»l 
llbciry '• lot if once it w«re left in tlie p«wu ot&nj, (.he higher magisErste, ta 
IrapriNii] iiriilmrily, whomever he or iii ajficin thought proper, (m in Fmna 

it U iktiji practised by the crawn] ibm rvnulJ lOoi Ir an crJ of all other rigiti anJ 

hmmititia." *■■ A nadiral and regular consTqutii^ of this per&onal liberty ii, 

that crtiy £i(gCiiieiia ma]' claim a right la abide in bu mea amxlrj la iuig ai Ji> 

fhvf, ppd not iq be driTcn from it unlet* bf the SFnteiice of law- Ixik or 
iransponaiion is a punishment unirawn la rir carimeir hiit." — —" The king can- 
mil coDSCitutc a m'ui lord lieutenant of rrrtunUagaJnelWit wiM, not makchuna 
fincigii VahiiSiioi. Foi thisimglit; ID r^litj he 'if snare tlian anhaiioratiU 

niW I BiACRSTONE, JJJ to I38. 



\ 



< 



" Thcic precedents collected by the rcwercndind Iramcd jurlfc, c^iel' fiiKJce 
Wniitntn, audi ;iIJ nnlun with lih awn huLj, do fully r^iDlvc fi)V tbL- jnaiDtc- 
inaDce cf the ancifiil isAJneJiintiiUl point uF liiirly if llr fieriBi, to be regained 



by toiiat ntpu!, when any one is ini prisoned." 



PilsIm Hill. 7. 413 



y 



( 



) 




tbe assumed power of 

" C4tEI VMATIOKTIB," 

1^ nmc footing with the 
dkc kiiiff, '* to make vhti 

" oScnees, Cu. ^ piegtet.** Bat ic fits E^ 
thai power is Dot iotiUcd to be virrrrd. Saehil 
. Uk wUdom or the Eag/hh coosUluiwo, thtt it 
f « ** declares" the king may transgrrvs a ** bo unda j 
•' laid down by evident consetjocrjce,** crto bj 
using ibe ptfwcr Hitli which he is txpretsly rtstnl 
bj the coDsiitulion, in doing those very ads wbici 
he ii expresiiy trutitcd by the ctKistituiioo to do— 
tts by creating too many or improper penoos, 
pccTfti or by pardoning too many or too great c( 
fences, &c. Hut hu^ the constitution of Enclass 
txpressiy " dcckrcd," that the parliament oiGrtai- 
Britain may talic away the money of Engilsb colo- 
nists without their consent, and deprive them of 
trial by jurj', Btc ? It cannot be pretended. Tnic 
it in, that it haH Ikch solemnly declared by par^^ 
mcitt, thai parisamcttt has such a ponxr. But tflfl 
dcclarnlion leaves the iioint just as it was beforfi^ 
for if parliament hud not the power before, the<B^ 
claration could not give it. Indcetl if parliament 
is really " omnipotent," * that power is just 
constitutional. 
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2 further observe, that the constitution has i 
:ssly driiwn the line beyond which, if a king, 
shall "go," resistance becomes iaivfuL The learn- 
ed author of those commrntarles, that notwithstand-i 
in^ some human frailties, do him so much honour, 
has thoug-ht proper, when treating of this subject, 
to point out the '■'■precedent" of the revolution, as 
fixing the line. We would not venture any reflec- 
tion on so great a man. It may not become us. 
Nor can we be provoked by his expressions con- 
cerning colonists ; because they perhaps contain 
his real, though hasty sentiments. Surely, it ^vas 
not his intention to condemn those excellent men, 
who casting every tender consideration behind 
them, nobly presented themselves against the ty- 
ranny of the unfortunate and misguided Cbarhs^^ 
reign ; those men, whom the house of commons, 
even after the restoration, would not suiFer to be 
censured. 

We are sensible of the objection that may be 
made, as to drawling a line between rights on each 
side, and the case of a plain violation of rights. — • 
We think it not material. Circumstances have 
actually produced, and may again produce this 

question. What conduct of a prince renders 

resistance lawful ? James the second and his fa- 
ther \'\o\:xtcd express rights of their subjects, by 
doing what thtir ovtn express rights gave them no 
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iUc to do, 81 bj- raisinRTOonry, and lev}-ing troops, 
rilhoul consent of parlUment. It is not even lei- 
irtl, uhai violation of tJioac wU! justify rtrsistancct 
nuy not some Tuturc prince, confining hlm^lf 
the cxcrciwr oi bis own express rigl'ts^ such as 
ive been mt-niioned, act in a manner, that will be ' 
It transgression of a. ** boundary'" laid down bjr 
** evident coawqut-ncc," the " constitution dechr- ] 
" ing he should go no further f" Mqy not this 
Exercise of these bis express ri^bjs, be so far ex- 
Eodcd, a&to introduce tmiversai c on/us r oti i^nili 
^Mubvenionof tbe ends of government ? Xhc whole 
may be oppressive, and yet any single instance Icr 
gal. The cases may l^e improbable -, but ne ha^H 
rcn and now feel c\ents once as little expectaj^^ 
[s it not /lojjii/f, that one of these cases may 
:n ; if it does^ has the constitution expressi 



>mqH 



■Urawn, a line, beyond which resistance beco 
lawful ? It has not. But it may besaid* a king can- 
suit arm against his subjects — he cannot raise ' -^H 
Mc^, without consent of parliament. This is the 
constitutional check upon him. If be should^ i^b 
Would be a violation of iherr express rights. 1^1 
their purses we shut, bis po-wer shrinks. True. 
Unhappy colonists ! Our money may be taken from 
us — and standing armies established over us, with- 
out our consent — every (r.Y/irtfjj/)i declared consti- 
tutionai check dissolved, and the modes of opposi- 
tion for relief so contracted, as to leave us onh 
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the miserable alternative of supplication or vio- 
lence. And these, it seems, are the liberties of 

Americans. -Because the constitution has not 

*' expressly declared'" the line between tlie rights 
of the mother country and those d her colonists, 

tbercfare, the latter have no rights. 'A logic, 

equally edifying to the heads and hearts of men of 
sense and humanity. ' 

Wi assert, a line there miist be, and shall now 
proceed with great deference to the judgment of 
others, to trace that line, according to the ideas we 
entertain : and it is with satisfaction we can say, 
that the records, statutes, law-books, and most ap- 
proved writers of our mother country, those " dead 
" but most faithful counsellors" (as sir Edward Coke 
calls them) " who cannot be daunted by fear, nor 
•' muzzled by affection, reward, or hope of pre- 
•* ferment,, and therefore may safely be believed," 
confirm the principles we maintain. 

Liberty, life, or property, can, with no con- 
sistency of words or ideas, be termed a rig/jt of 
tht posses sorSt while others have a right of taking 
them away at pUaaure. The most distinguished 
authorst that have written on government, declare 
it to be " instituted for the benefit of the people i 
*' and that it never will have this tendency, where 

vol. I. 2 T 





h.n tuiilatited*" Ercn conquest* itself UUtli 
\t> deulror all the rights of the conquered. Sue 
uicrciful rcvcirncc judged by the best 



* ■ B*i ia vriUr to taj *onirOitii^ mnpe ^rtinitar coc)c«rtung tttii nl^B 
kt lu uWivc llui Uk naiiual *Ut( uT oariuat m rcijirct to eacli other, ii i 
1/ (Bfinf ml pru(. Tliit wdcrxit liltcwnc * M«tc af c<]i)aliif uid tiHlipu^l 
«w«,wbich«U'bli>hn tpMiljr nf right between iheai \ am] cngign tt<ant 
■^hrc tkr HOif t*][ir4 iu*J rti^d fur one suatttcr. Hcnnr llie gentnliJii 
^^^wk a( ihc t«K vf naiinui ii nuchiii|; aiurc <Iiid the general Uw of MdM 
^^KUek «UifrtaU D«tUiu thfti hnvv iny ititcrcounc with one iaoiber.Wfne- 
^^V« llKNcdutl^Tawliub iiuliTiLliuljMC luturail/ uibjecc. 

" TI1CK murk) i»>| wfvc ta ^ivcusi juit i<J«i«( thai art, m mi 
^ to th* dirtctar* i>f "liU*, an.] ili»iiiigu.ishcil euoimudly hy the iiamc of 
^^BlUtf confidcrcsL vithir^4rd tufurdjin «a(ci, itUiat abiiLijr and jiddrai b; 
^^^Bue'i ■ Mvcrcign jitOTiiUi fw Uu fvctcrv^oii, taUtf, pcospcrity acJ sloiYtf 
^^^■1 DiliaD hi j;;ortm*, by rciipccting ihc lawiaf jiuEice and hutnaaitv ; ikx'*, 
^^^Hthout doing uiy !iijur)r la otlicr itQ[ii'», but lather by procittinz thnirail- 
j^^HtnUgc, at Eauch ai in nuon can b-u CI pccttd ■ Tliua th-c polity tif lovticigiu 

uttaennit *t iini>dciic« jcnong private jwople ; aadaswe MmJetnfi in the U- 
^^gr Uf Ui or cunning, thai maku ttkcni pursiu: their own advantage Co 
^^^hrjuilice of pihen, >•> Uic like art wovKl be censurable in princes, wot 
^^BfcBt upun profuiin^ tb« J.dviiitage ofihtir -ovn pt-tptcb^iujiiring'Olher 
^^^w> 'llic rtuiM tfinie, M «>ftcii ■Hedged to JHtliTy the ])rocc<diiig» ot 

prixiof nrmccSi cantiDT really be adnuted for thin end, but iilumucU?* il ^ 
H^Hcaticilubh wjlh tbe cottuni^n inictot a! iiuioni, or wbldi araauaii totkt 
^^^■li; ihiitgi Willi thtr umtltcratilc rulu uf tJucL;ritj,Ju^iice, md bujnsuicy " 




CrMi" illdcc4 ^duiovrlcdgf a tbat the law of nature ia caminoii ta aU lUU. 
yet he ettsbliihes a pHilIve law a( actions contradi:itiitct rrcitn ihe luf 
and rcducci this law ofnailoTiB to awrt of human law. -which bu 
quired a powtr c! rjbliging In eqiwo^nencc of the will and consmt of idl <c 
a gitiil many uniidn^." He jJJs, that the nijuion oE tliii Ijw of natiora art 
Dvcdby iht perpetual prictUc of p-cople, and tlic Ec^tiinoiiy oriilititr'uuii 

' See CrrtJi-j, rights (jF war and pea« i preliniiaary diKOUt»c,»ect. i8< 
'V I. chlji. t. tcCt. If. 
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wisest men to be due to human nature, and fre- 
quentlj' observed even by conquerors themselves. ^' 

Protection and obedience are reciprocal duties. 



" Eiit ii Uae been justly obstrvcd that this pretended hw ofnaiiani, roiitra- 
discinct ham the kw o! nature, and Jnvcatcd ncfcrlhclcu ivitFi a fouc of 
AtiligiDf, whether people cutlbfnt to It ar Dl)t, it ii suppntillon dilidtlllf of all 

(iauDditiion.P 

** For I. all natinni are wjdi regsrd to one another in a, natural indcpend' 
dice aJid eqnaliiv- IS there be thtrcfurn any commion Uw bttweco ttcfC) it 
mutl proceed from God their cooiniDn sovereign. ■* - 'i * 

*■ 1. A« tar -wliat rfUlcs (o cuMomii cstnblijhcd by to cipresi ra- tacit roti- 
KUt imong jiJtions, ttie*e oistonis are ncillicc of thcmKlvw, nor uiilvctaalljr, 
nor always, obligatorr. For from this 0^17 chat sfveral naiiosa have attei lo- 
wardt oiicaiiolhcr fur along time after a par ticuW manner in porticulir cue«, 
it dpct twt rollow Lhat they b«vcluddieina«lv«uuilcr a. scccasity of acting al- 
ways in ih« same mann-Er for she time tu caaii, and much less ihat ncbcr av 
tioDs ^re obliged to cunform Cn these cuitamii 

** 3. Again J thMC custonuarcHi much ibc IcM capahlcarbclng aj] obllga- 

tofy ruleof tKilfiKl»ca, aathey may happen to be bad or unjust. Tli* profei- 
«on of 1 corsair or pirate, wa; fay 3 kind of consent, eateurned a Long whik ix 
lairful, between nationB thnt were not united by alliance or trcsty. llKeto* 
IllUWiu, that 30m.L- rilitiaili allowed ttien;delvrs tlie ubc uf paiaoned attni Lll. 
time «f war.'' Shall we say tbai these w«re cuucmt aulbarised by the Ian of 
nations, and really obligal'ory in respect to diSercnl peopU ^ Or shall we rot 
rether consider ihcm as bubsrouji practices; ptactitej ftotn wllich SVcry just 
and well gnvcmcii nation oug-ht to refrain. We cannot tiiEiefure avoid ap- 
pcalbg ilnays 10 the law uf natiire, the only oDe that is teally universal, whfln- 
mcr we want to judge whethir the cusionis established btjtween nation* have 
M] obligatory c9i:ct. 

I' Stc PufTendorr, law ornatnre uid national lioob 1, chap. 3. KCI-a,-]. with 
Barbtjrac's UOICbf 

1 See Virgil, ^neid, boot 10- verie 13^. with the ijih uMe of t!ie Abbe 
del Fontainn. 



III Ine, po*er or K'uhim'— , in 
hftlni-r tA the tniwtry of the pcoyl c , na potr^ri 
uniimiudf vr in other vonls, a povcr » 



«• MS uiif«4ui<4 navng auiaat i nek of titaa 

kttalj. 'II loiLC or dTecl (Jia4 ci« W ^«cD td fceeiwJ €■•• 

n*l liui t vi:ty ({(.OVtriil ((Trcl trom ihai of •bwftapcrlj m cJtetT 

[lltMf ltti*\laai nf ihr lavMd ■MllinwmlrH j m luam, Aa^wt pal 

ilwi, 1(1 mlitiMlnx tlu d*lBn a[ tMlligtnm jiewcn to ititcrf ue in 



r rtil thf wtakcr pDWcn - Hat dicK can acrcr xbrogatr thenei- 
uni .11 t.-.w«< Mill |ii«i let. Jt 1» iln worthy of efcioriiiot!, that ehfl«e»^ 
I HU) hi ir> allfrtil, ihui the Jimriiilmcni) w[[l have a ifircct tcndciKjEB 
yitgv nratt, iintl (uiiw())iciit])r to pnimon the blcrain-gt nfpeanv ■ 

■I 1 «fll (uurlu^ with dill whli'h I iliii! rctwrtci] by sir T'Jn £«««■ 

I Mtaltit klugV Hryi^nt I aniltO, t>]r (lie Jlitf itf hU pliCc^WAulil da ^cMbt 

.lAiW «l4t4aHMnri>h power, rhc Uiig'i prcnigaiivc royil ; zndjrl 

I Mm tkiM Mld.fa ttrntc rqxmt aI hli upon the cue oFAniJm^ pmii* 

[^1 klHCl <^ 'H'^ itlwtTi luv« hid a m«tiucK7 nypS, aad notfl 

t^pwnl) whm, under tiM fint, MtThbr, rhe xubjcctt arcfnxmok, 

I A()t CK^St, ts4 frrrfloU arH] inherihiiicc in c)t«f In4; 

r, (Itfjr Mt « vUMm rad Ait«> nod hj«v ^iwmj ■ 

I ik V, «liraa rojrti rannarcfa mi^t m onr co* 

,y,,... -„ ..v,^.. AHf of ()h UtiM'i iBCiait ibh^fidti ieto b fM»- 

k t llwfi aW (Mr Iwta •Act ibcai, dnH f<^ ihdr Lnds . o4 ] 

kl^*1« Mtrt tfmtm I 
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the people Jjcive no shore-, % is proved lo be, by 
reason and the experience of all ages and countries, 
cannot be a rightful or legal power. For, as an 
excellent bishop of the church of England argues. 



SltttU'ii tlfbg, the: lielr [laiinin^ ihe hire by duieni according [o tlic laiir,it 
wu, bcforf (he conqueror himtflf, adjnd^d lor tli« beir. Mid Am (hi ^fl 
ihcreoCby cLe cani^crox wiu vqid." ^ Fail oiBtirtt. t**'-/^'' SS4> 

Sec olio Pajftmkrfi law of imturc and mticn*, IkaoV. j> tJup. S- Uid buak> 
8- ckap. i. 

^ " la a fr<e stacc, eferym&n.who is suppoud «> yVa d^nt, o'lghl to lie, in 

•Offlc incisure his vien ^tivtrtmr, ati<t iticrtforc t, bnodi, at Icbm of tbc y^ii^jtiw 
fo^tttr B^glt ta r^iiJr txtte TvloLl/iMly ay shr fet^lt. Acii Jiif pciw;r, wKcll the (ct- 
rilonei af the state: ate sawill and iis citizen* e:jiiJy kDOM'a, should be enirciKil 
bf tlii: people in their aggrtgate arcolkulv't Ciipiidt]', u wu wiicl; ociUu^ 
c4 in tli< f^tj repubJin of Gruc, nad the firat luduiimcs ol the RdOOMn SJ:!:. 
Bui thii nil! beliighly inconvcniuit, when the pBl'lic territodyisfklenidcc] t^ 
onjt coouduiitli: degree, and the Diunber of citiicii* it Lncrcajeil- In io Urge 
a v(9if M«iitt,it JE tlicr^''orc wj wisely Ctfu^riicd thu the p«iplc ihQitld do 
thu b)>t^irr.^reiematives, which it i* impncttcsble to perferm in perMii." 

I BlACEtTOKE, IfS. IJil. 

The ahore qaotfd wurd:^ ue itufficiEnt ut theaiiclita 10 lefuLe ihi: notion a/ 
** wtual rcpr^LQCiiiou" of Amcrlrani is pajliaoKnc. 

At-ta lie argiLiutnt drawn rrom tliff timililuJe Ijctwecn the cueoTrftrrul 
Jbp((*^inQ[qmIi(l:J to Tti^chythcJr prnpeny, thou^'li prHBC3:i^d af a (ou^dff- 

»W( ihaft:, a» prnprictftrt o( the Fundi iKn En.i-InJia tfivcr^nv m*(- 

chailU^— itiuiufacforcrs, &c.andthecnse ofcoIaDiitK, the Crufsniwer U.thiii 
iboc i) no [ctcDiUaace whaicfer [leinecn the caisu. A finr propcaJttooi 

•HI fit>*lcil: but it mly bi; prni»c( tn JiMmlse — IbJ. H rtjrraiitljliot i+rf 
MrmfiJ by the CBSslilatiin ol En^hiif, a .smplitr rrprwcnratiou nai JntenileJ; 
t(c ilic TcaKoi rf hariiig m^, rc^uirei hznng a co^ifdni mr, '» !i»ng tlic Jwr. 

' Sec DavU't ftjiort!, I^-nJ. i6iS. page 41. 
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t •' the cutis 0/ govcmmtfit uuuiot be answcrcrt b5 
a total diuolutlon of :ill lu)ppines& at present^ aii'd^ 
of a\\ hopes fur the future." 




re 



1 



aitty. ^If ■f—ylijr npcm itttwn w3«i'«i.W.-Jtij'tlie FuoRitntion, cray i/^ 
ia th* rrpmmunnTi.ii *^m.i th< ,»tttiiM of ihf ivttit.in-. jdlj. If ir«- 
iftrubU pan of ikc people in F.agtMd i» nnt rqimMiteit, i* ir a «^|to. 4ihl7» 
If ClKicri>Ic,tIu utnMui bI I he cHi^Wot'M U in be r<:|;an!ccl >u (If <itivf>M>Hn, il i 
^VCIj^Jm dtfVMli^.UiiiJcra^Whjr defect hcinjj.-wrififiifHna/.btUIl an 
fen wkliliLianiff^/vriiM'. iitiljr. 'LlicMn>i^aolfthccon»iiuci<iii uniii^rr^ard- 
ol, sihI j^n^irrE nitniiiAiir with tin ctesigTi. i^u;* be atn'MMlcd'lijit.if tlicidf^iiwt^H 
tiitli it Dinni la pmntntc sin) lecurc, it la b« regarded, dchly. ifrbrreti^l 

wdi I rtfrnnlalitii io £*[itl*/, uthccoDKitUtioa rcqulrct, there oii^; lobe. 
,i fB the r'CtemKjLuicc -hlioTe tuppincd. t«t* Tf m9tif jiihaf>j.iajict gf fnrAaJ 
M«vi Mor 1 right id Tiirte In llif cliijce of memlirrs uf the hniuc of commAiit, 
iktrc irc nuoj wlm Hitvc. iill]>. ^i< tnc inJiabituoi of the colon i c-s iw 
^dght. 3dl]r. &■» (([<r«K:ntjitiun i* bcuu ttuli «uiiT, though ■> em^latt aat 
b«alxiiaeil. Thc^^jr, ba //a-T oTiMdr, the latin »a attiiniicM oftht 
(fkiwr. Tkcic M, to 1 ■»< olMcrvcf of aature, a fintpliUi lUffrrriwi: beiwctp ■ 
irftrnti ttaXi aad a dcac man- 4thEf. Ffofric tax's 4f the (tin^s, &c. iho' 
thty h»ve no right to tuch iou,m fnfri/lsri, S-c, mny yet haoe it unilM ano 
td>tr (harattcr, m frabtUnit ttc. jlhly. 'When acting m/rtebatftrif Eft. the^H 
(y take rare of their interest* ar pm^rlrhri, Vi:. for — 6thly. 7?c7r ic»f ^rJ^H 
fritifi, Vic. dots not disqualify (hcm, froni a-cijuirinp and enjnying a right V> 
(Uth vote ^jr isram^ fmbMiri, t^i, but — Ttlily. Ey acquiring and cnJDfingi 

right 10 mch vole, the eaUm'ttti tnuit iwf lo !)« inlubitants of the cnliniiei 

Bthly. Their (mj; iaba&itawli oflbi crimii/i therefore Sigvalifiii them from atqn' 
iiig and cnjoyicg tlic right to meh vote. — QlhJj- if lliusc not irtitled to ioEh 
vote in f^j-W-f were not hound hy itatiitc»tnn.tieliffs,t}iey would cot bit hcuinl 
by (t2.tutei] DOT taicd a! all, though piitsMt uf great property— 'tut lothlji — 
The uloaistiHe humfin^ l«mJhythe acts of theirasMmilie*, Itlhly. Cvfll 
thuBo not intitled to such vote in Englanri, and inaipable of obtaining it, have 
this protectioQ, ih.il rffirtjcntalivri and licir rlnieri ate liu-iind by ihi laws niidtt 
HI well f^B tl" rfii nft^t p^\t- — aad the ei>nnccliDna bfEWccn the rrprtiftifj^'v*' i 
their e/«(orj,aad Unere-t if Ibi {m^i, all living together in (Tie same kingdo, 
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The just inference therefore from these pre- 
mises, would be an exclusion of an)" power of par- 
liament over these colonies, rather than theadmisr 
sion of an unbounded power. 



veto many and so intimate, that even the milaaUj tmnprf tatted txixmt he at 
fected, QoleM therfjAreKBlafiiwiaiid linrAdari ire affected also. 13thly. To-i 
tally diffcTuic it the cooditioD of coloaisti, if bound by NatuCeg genciaily. — By 
the Hcii of parliameiit foE laiting a revenue in Amtrita, the commons use the 
words, "ffiM iadp-ant," Can men give and grant what they haTenot ? Did 
anyof tho«cacts takca linglc penny out the pocket of atingle^iwr v^dfrdfltBr' 
No. So for from i^ tlutt if there isany tnithin tfaeprorerb, and money saved i» 
mooeygot, thoe" dtaa firnaii" gentlemen put money into their pockets by 
their "* loyal and dutiful" generosity. £-Mry MiviJiial of them acquired by 
heKowing. Pretentions liiu to jJw> are mch contradictions to fact and sense, 
that in maiUg them a sanction of injustice ia sought from a principle of the coo- 
stitotion, and is iacrUiiig thera, a solecism in ^cech becomes a proper cspreft< 
sion. It must be ackiionlede;ed however, that the commons are more th/Uk 
loniid divines for they improve upon the text,' and" nanf their J^m for jWis.'* 

Statutes might grind us, while not an clider in EnglaiiJ would know or re> 
gard OUT sufferingb — ifat-quaintcdwith them, he might think the statutes inflict- 
ing them, jniT and political. An open avowal has been made in parlia- 
ment — that it is " " the indtipatilUt Jgtj of parliament, to t«i tb« coio- 
MIIS if tnifr It can tte gaSry and fnflt of Grtal-Britam." Let not AmtrUaitt 

ever fbrgetthe hrdty words 1 To underttand them fully we should can«der — 

Our dispute includes not only the prcaent taxes laid upos u*. The uuive> 
cU ^operty of EnglanJvm interested in mt. Kampdcni suit, about a few shiU 
lings. If the ciown had a right to (£u< shilliags, it had a right to mrj shilling 
of ettry man in the kingdom. Graa-BritaiH is about ONH HUNDRED AND 
FORTY MILLIONS OF POUNDS STERLING ia debt. If she can pay 

* Preambles to statutes for raising a revenue in AmerUa. 

t PbiUfpiaxi iii 7. 

" These words are extracted from the protest of the lords on the repeal of 
the Amerkan stamp-act — ace. 6. — 61 larJi were against the repeal, 33 of them 
■igncd the prute^i. 
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Wi wctl knou', that the colonists ore cltarged 

many persons in Gr^at-Briiatn, with attempt- 

ag to oULaiu such an exclusion &nd a total ititk- 



I Vj titing u>, Jm mif p*7 tti vMf hy uiing ui, if 
KiM«MnM, ja ■) w« are ttfihraidcd cnatmiuUr 
i^dp«pn vilb the ikbasa of our boLun. our (nnumre.onrcvu' 

itkv MBMitHKiw. If *t ue »iIuch![ io the nuidKioBi af ftrtat pamao, k 
Wt briong t« ihc pcnple cf <!nai-Brii«a ■ and ill BiiliA »!>• 
> bM .twn f II. HM? J» irhkt ihc; plcnc with thcif dwd. " U u her wJiw 
' ti«rT,~M7 tkirir Urdihip, " ta cuekerscll' bjr laxiBgni;" >sd niKi 
' ehov ii Tiitw MWujib l>ri in ■ i(fitii& pirliaiQcnt, nolwittUtanciiagall 
Ii)hKll%nw SmUl mt'iten un J m nTrr, to pcrrorm (jd( " Juty," 
Bni tktt w BM klL Tbcrc uv cotsia wifkeil Fraeima and '^/■■inJ| 
in mrypcrioilaf twenty or ihirtf year) abli^ Grni-Srk^ia loxUlbnv 
^ rvrE^ millionj to her df 1>t. Upon an avrr^gc?, ijncc etc rc«p||LtMB| dhc fVSi 
»all|' in debt alinut a millioD and an \ia\L Cast ii be rxpcctcrf, her mioliten 
Bl bt kinder ta vi, thin thry bave ttccn to her f Wfacre wiU the denuad 
I na, vhere will our wrctchHinna (lop. If wc have not rcKlytion atoogk 
t debml mmrkM i t 
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. «atiiir uuended ta h4vc foici; oo ihc people of Grni-BrriaiUf It the czx 
[ « IT Art Jtiii^ 'ft* iTici-r. A itatuu inlfcdcd to Iiavc force on the pocta 
; «f /lflt0''-'4t U th£ cant of ONI j^if oriiu^ u^ ANarntK. The pa«plc oC . 

Gfi\it-SriUrii,ytha in the firit cau are /h^aj id the flatute-^a the secojid, ut 

the alMahllc lOircTcignfi ■mi* imfMr ■■ M othotf. 

^^B'VirniBl refnKnnitiiHi" then, la applied to cclDDbts — is, to borrow i 

^^fifc wordi— " an absofdily of thit monst cons and massy wdghl.that no hB»'] 
mart DUThoril; or irit arc sblc to supp&rt it- It witl " make t)ie very piUan'r 
of Si." Sii-j-ht*'- " ciMcIt, andPMiuiroi foare to1uiii» to ruit It good ifau 
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pcndence on her. As we\l we know the accusation 
to be utterly false. We are become criminal in the 
sight of such persons, by refusing to be guilty of 
the highest crime against ourselves aaid our poster- 
ity. Nolumtis icges AngHis nuttari. This is the 
rebellion witli which we are sti'gmatiaed.— ^ — '[We 
have commited the like offence, that was'objeoted 
by the polite aud humane Fimbria^ against a tadi 
senator of liis time. We have *' disrespectfully 
refutied to receive the iuio/f weapon into our bo- 
dy." We could not do it, and live. But 'fi6*rf 
must be acknowledged to be a poor excuse, equaHy 
inconsistent with good breeding and the supreme 
lEgislature of Great- Britain.'] 

For these ten years past we havfr been" inec's- 
santly * attacked. Hard is our fate, "when, to escape 
the character of rebels, wc must be degraded into 



Yel tliii mod: dciptcable netiolt hoa been t'i\t prOtiice, far tuf/iUiito luijictt^ 
tlifjiJDg muskets la our lircaSs, mi caking aur monty out of our pockeu. 

"4 Geo. 3, chsp. ij. 4. Geo, 3, chap. ji. 5- G«0' ii e3i»p. IS. J Geo.' j, 
•hap- 45- S Geo. 3, thap. t». d Geo. 3, chap. j*. 7 Geo. 3, ellap. 41. 
7 Geo. 3, ihap. 46, 7 Ceo, j, chap. 53. B Geo 3, chap. IS. The resolvenhat 

(oloitlsii may- he iHcd in England under ilie jj Hen. 8. The blockade of 

J/ttftn the JiiaJi-IjJtrnJ routt, 8i.t. Sic. 

* ■' tPljt lltit IvnHi. and you may inon hirt their handi srAfunti" wm 
-the nilvice nf n!d lord fiurlri^t to queen ElitaMb, She wax wise enough (a 
takcil. The world knowi ihe consequcncei. 

VOL. r. 
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^boc of klavcft : as if there was no niedium, between 

*ltic two cNtrcmcs of anare-hy and despotism, where 

iuiiori;iicc and freedom co;ild find repose 

^cty. 

Why should wc be exhibited to mankind, as a 

)t»coplc adjudged bj- parliament unworthy of free- 
dom ! The diought alone is insupportable. Even 
ihotK unhappy pcr:>oiis, who have had the misfortune 

>5if being boin under the yoke of bondage, imposed 
by the cruel laws, if they may be called laws, of 
U»e laiid, where ihcy received tliejr birth, no sooii- 

,LT breathe the air of /^H^/<;;«A though they touch 
her shore only by accident, * than they instantly 
become freemen. Straiige contradiction, f Tlie 
fame kingdom at the sam^ time, the asylum ao^ 

^Ihc iatu- of liberty. 



Tht ttatulriitacc the Sth year of [)ii» rdgn, rehling tothecolunSes, falloir 
MMimikci FDUfh in the same quick, manner ai bcXorc : but ihcy coald not ix 
wlkctMl. Mhi7 i>tth< nlMutcf hercrocptJonedi p0Tt!cnliirI]r those rclitiug i* 
the adminlty etivtts and the <ommissioncrioft1ic ciutomt, arc corned (d wtt)i 
a mukitudc of other ^Utalcs, by being cnm pared with which, the artifictk 
will appear, ih^t gta(lujiH)t departing Imni the laws of JU^LkJ, have at Iwipii 
icivcstcd thcu cnart] and coinmbiiaiiHU't with nch new, unrestoDiiLle, bd 
KiilitioDal and duDgcrou! {wwcra. 

f To Ibii contnidictioO, |he following May he idled— Her p^\itr *t *^t t' 
keep p«oce with her iwliavt fnaaiei, arid to piovi^e her njiurji/rUmJj, whoM 

aininaiice one day— — otidthjl Jay ictmi la it afij'naiirnt in the viciailudf' 

ofhumaa afi"iin,grtal ss i]i? is, ihema/^anti her iottrctt*, u ihc thioVir 



S47 ] 

To return to the charge against us, we can safely 
appeal to that Being, from whom no thong-ht can be 
concealed, tliat our warmest M'ish and utmost am- 
bition is, that we and our posterity may ever* 
remain subordinate to, and dependent upon our 
parent state.- -This submission our reason ap- 
proves, our affection dtcttites, our duty commands, 
and our interest inforces. 

If this submission indeed implies a dissolution 
of our constitution, and a renunciation of our li- 
berty, we should be unM'Orthy of our relation to her, 
if we should not frankly declare, that we regard it 
with * horror j and every true Englishman will ap- 



to pnted and Mtpprrji PROTESTANTcaumrie*—— to abhor aioij-/i*j'i../;«j 
rnny, and yet Yoluiitnrily to put liwaclf uniltr llic absolute ncctBJlfy, o-f per- 
petusting an iamtnitly lurgi en, to gorcm the many mi 11 ions, of alascs tht cr- 
pccN soon lo havt on this vbsi conrincoi. Two o-f ilie shrcivdtst, thmigh not 
boi cmpcror^i ihac cvck lived, Au^hmIui ^ai Ti&ir'wa, proliibitcd evciy man if 
dittinetion from tutting hia toirt io £^/', * brtmiisof the Ituportanec of that 
proYJiict ID Rumc. Em GreaC'Br'itj:it, u if ihesc mtncraus provincfs, miith 
tnore remote from hcr,th.4^ ^S3('' ^""^ Ramt, were of little retire quvtice, will- 
tnplf obligrs lirrulf to tru£t amiglhty armed pitwerintotJIle hands nf a subject, 
in thcK cuIoniL*;, tho tempting ijitcriatur which subject ami of the pcnple, mrif 
cng'aj;c them ta unite in establiihin^ la iDdi;peadeiit cnipirri en l<cr own 
modEl. Cnit'Briliiiri oojlit not to forget, that Same wiu ruined hy keeping 
ilanding armies in her provincest 

" The Privcrnatci Iiftd rcTollcJ from the Utaram, but were Tfduccd. Tlic 
nii^stirtn W3S, wliat iiidcnTcnt ihould he ^'ivcti agaiflst ihcif*. Thpa ii £m]j t 

Bfcnuac of tlie glorioui atiTaiii, in the aid chapter sf hii Sth book- 

•■ T«. . 
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;,plaad this ju»i di&tinctian nnd cjindid declar^itld 
[Ourdefence neccftaarity tourhcs chords in unisou 
with the fibres ur his honest heart. They mustvi- 
brute in ttympathctic tones. If wc* his kindred, 
should be base enough to promise the humiliaiiiig 
subjection, he could not believe us. We should 
jvuficrallthe inFamy of the vngugemtnl, wuhoui 
' Andiiig; the benefit expected from being thought as 
contemptible as we should undertake to be. J 

- Bpt this stdimisston implies not such insuppor 
able evils: imd our amazemeni is inexpressible, 
when it'c CDiuidcr the gradual incircase of these coli^ 



* Qutini. ipu per K rciiDcepi eisct, prout cujuiijuc ingcaiutu crit, airs 
[niliii*vc tuiilc'Dtibui ; ttun incerciDn nmnia iLnui a. PrtTCrnacibiii Icgutiil 
^ dtgAAffbl cdTuliciMlii, in ^lil mtus Gsactf 'ti'a.Ain pfasentis. nc?<T£^taiisj meivor: 

qui, intnTOgsinsiquodimtrisiiorisseowntiaaufiore, fujjm^iTjCT mtrHsj Pv 

_ ^/frmatft cimartl T aiib, inquit:. f«d« mermttrt j«i (( iiitrlatt ili^riai ^casfnt : acjot 
l^um r<nKi keJiouki infedioroi factpi vidcreC cp-iui^I eot, qui anti frivcrruiu* 
ramnusin impiugniibajii ; ui ipse 'benifni intena^uane mitius ropnaium eli- 
tVCTCt, ^HiJfti fljriiam, m^ulti rrmitSimui •uaihu^HitleBi koi paetm v^U£um hj^ilirroi 
f^ffrf^Mt f Si hoiii2m iiiitflth^ alt^ilit, ^ Jitlim^ M ^erpetuawt .- li malunt^ hauS iii^ 
t'turnam- Tnm rcrti itiinari, nee td jmbiEUc Privcriwlcm quidani, H illi» vo- 
ti&fw ii rcbcllftndvin incitari picatos pfipuloi, peltb melior icnacus ad mcliori 

fC^HHUun tPahffC, & dWfro, «;>», \Jf JiAtri, ^w/m aaJitan^ en crrJi fiotie, ulltim 
fefmliim, tut trnmBK jLiujb'. M M ami/itiane, cyjai ivia paailiat, ifntiiii, jvim «• 
tritt fit, mjiuamm f Ji! faccut tut/idam, iM voJanliirli facati i!al ; neqae a tastt 
m6i invUuirm tin 'v!tirii,JiJtm ipfra.'iJaat t„e. In han* seotentiaiH aiaiim* tons 
ipi« illcHnivit animoi, idenliJem ad prlncipes seutentiirum. consuhrvs, uli i 
aud^ri ppesct 3 pluiiliui, diccndoi Efi ifimam, firi njliii, prsltrjuaai dt ti&crtJlr, 
la^ittit. rf;^-TM till, qui JtumnHsJijHt. Itaque & in isnatu (au5iiii obtiniicfi', & 

CK auctaritaie rairum btum ulpupulum est, ut Privcmiiiibas civ it as iijint. 
■Mm." 
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nies. From their slender beginnings in the last centu- 
ry to their late flourishing condition, and ho^v pro- 
digiously, since their settlement, our parent state 
has advanced in wealth, force and influence, till she 
is become the first power on the sea^ and the envy 
of the world — that these our better days should not 
strike conviction into every mind, that the freedom 
and happiness of the colonists are not inconsistent 
with her authority and prosperity. 

The experience of more than one hundred years 
will surely be deemed, by wise men, to have some 
weight in the scale of evidence to support our opini- 
on. We might justly ask of her, why we are not 
permitted to go on, as we have been used to do 
since our existence, conferring mutual benefits, 
thereby strengthening each other, more and more 
discovering the reciprocal advantages of our con- 
nection, and daily cultivating aficctions^ encour- 

;d by those advantages ? 



[What unknown offences have we committed 
against her williin these ten years^ to provoke such 
an unexampled change in her conduct towards us ? 
In the last war, she acknowledged us repeatedly, 
to be faithful, dutiful, zealous and useful in her 
cause. Is itcrimhial in iis, that our numbers, by 
the favour of Divine Providence, have greatly in- 
increased ? That the poor choose to fly from their 
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nitlve countries in Enrope to this continent ? 
that we have so much improved these woods, tliat 
iheyare not only venM-aliiabte to us butal^o high- 
ly beneficial tn Britain herself? 

It cannot with truth I>c urged, that projects 
innovaticn have conimciiccd with us, Tacts ai 
their dates prove the con.trarj'.+ Not a disiurbskncc 
has happened on any part of this continent, but ia 
consequence of some immediately preceding prove, 
cation. 

To irhat purpose ? The charge of our affecting 

one great, or many small republics, must appear as 

I contemptible n madness to her, as it does to us. 

Divided as wc are into many provinces^ and inca- 



t " TJje windi lifi Bp the wa***,'" niiia fcije man yei we rjadl 

•« wtik min,iiuliQ srourg^nl ivaTei— — kit he Imd not raised them. Tt noli 
commotions, and llicn to xauvgi/sr iemg iiutCcd, lean idditicn to the wrilddCH 
ti A XitKri, tcxTfiA more particularly 10 distinguiih the pteient age, aire* 
■ufficiencif noiarioiu bjr the injuries ofiircd to Che rights nf hiunan Eanirc> 

\ The gicmiu of « Strarui, tu^gntcd to Iiim the conditjon of s lai^ 

l^rt vcigiirg Lnlo selvitudc the only plan fw saving it, and th( difli- 

'niiltf rf cKecuting that plan. " An ovcrgrpwn n^utti^ Ceays he) can aaly ht 
MYoi Itom diripncljni, ^ iab£in£iig it ittt a uumlier tf cwtfeiiralt tcpMUt- But 
is lhi.1 practicatl^ ? Bf a iletpotic dicialor, whotflihthc courage of Zj 
*liai u tnii[!i g;eiii[u Tor building op, as that Rama* had for pulling doirii, 
he be an aniIittloiK nian, Iiii rcwsin], will lir imTiiortal ^'oi'y i '^ ^ philmo^li 
the blnslitj^Df Iiis felluw citix cue will sufficiently cotisuk him for the \aa J 

autheriij, though he thniild not be imi^nsLble to their in^ititude." 
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pable of union, except against a common danger, 
she kne\r, that we could not think of embarking our 
treasures of tranquility and liberty, on an ocean of 



What wai ar^ment in Itaiyt is rcalitf IoCrMf-5rAain,w!th cliis a^dltLonsl 
tircumfitanee in htfrfimuT, that she miistalwiy^coflliQuf, if ihfi wisely it>n- 
ducti her ilfain, though lew than aU, j« greatsr than anv- The inimtnic 
adranMps of sy-ch ii situauon, ire worthy the (;losc»t3HcntionDf e¥cry Brittn. 
To a. mui, who hss ennsidfred them iiHth thaF ntCfntiiaD, p^rhapt it will Rot 
ap[tcar loo liold to svcr, thit, if an archangel had planned the connection he- 
twecB GrfW-ilri^waiid her colonics, he could not have 6xc>Iit on i. more last- 
ing and henclieial faitndutiaa, unhsE he could have changed humm nature. 

A mighty nan,! power at the head of the whole that power,a parent state, 

with all the endearing scntimcnlB ^ttEiidlng the relationship that nevir 

*ould diiohlige, hut with design the dependent states tnucli nwre opt to 

liivvc feuds among t tic nisdws — ■ — she the umpire snd conttouler— - — 'those 

ttaccs producing every ?rclele necewwr tijlier greatness their ittt<:r<,'it, tHat 

the ihHiuld frmtinue free and flvnrishing' — their ability lathrow s conudenihle 
weight into the scale, atiuuld h.cr Eovcrntnem g-ct UNni().Y poisto-^— ihe 

aad all thtne states maTf^ET.^MT ajE jonie of the circumstances, tliH dc- 

liaeated hy the mutely hand nf a Btttaria, -wauld exhibit a. plan, Viitdicaring 
the ways of hraven, and diaenitrtlhg iLat hnaianity and poli.y an nenr/y rriatef, 
Aa jttexinJir, a Camr, i Claiiu, a Lca/ii, :iniJ Others liuvc fought tbtough 
li<Ui of bInoJ, for univfrcal empire. Griat-Briuin haa a ceftianVfilf f}»piihiiai 
PAd somwcu! aliini , of attaining to Ih/ niut ailcn idling niid well foutidcil jnvnr 
the world C¥« taw. The cJtcumBtamcs of her aitaation are new and striking- 
Htavrii hai afTereJ to Yur^^Ury aaJ (irtipcrily loilLtuf xi^mrr. Her wiee nuDia- 
tcridtidain to accept thcm^— and prefer^.—" a pifptr :srit" ^ 

So dlccctly opposite ID the intcrnt of CreahSrttaiHi liai the conduct af «/■ 
MouiJrirficn heen for ume time patt, tbat it may safely he affirmed, thai if their 
view was, to cjtabtish arbiirary power otet Ci'Mt-Brj/oi'ii, schemes more d«D- 
g:cr«u» could not hare bfcn Uid. I'o profcaislMs purpose, wnuld citiurep4e- 
f<[«t. Any man, -who liid such a design, would first take the opportunity 01 
pewe, TO SIT ONE VAlTOt THE SUBJECT! AOAlStT Tnt OTUtl.— ^ 

'fhu might Le done in the following niaoner. 
'. Mr. jVBfjnJ'j q>ec(h, 



bloocl, in n wandcrmg expedition to some l/ropidn 
port. *rhc hislorj' of mankind, from flit remotest 
onUquliy furnishes not a single instance of a peop, 



I 

BU. 



tarcTO^ mmJoa orparltunrni prwiuce a Ocih iaJDrjr. GiTC nQrut,or 
■fKK. Lm inralt *(l(kd t*> jptutt. fill uptbevacuicics bccwcen litcKHiBU. 
tt^f m»i fmuatt iMt tfftiiiitn. Thm let minivtcn tbemttlveitjjoite iq 
EnadtM af ibc fnak IM cyctj action of the cjiprcBcd be ciiggeraud- 
tt»umrnUt /tt— MMTwt i* ^itftJ in famfUeii jtrJ "r^i-ffffrt, !■>« all ^ 
^'■'■u olMkpwf fr n*<MU fiMK public tigbc asmuiJi as possible. Laaj 
tkvotcd with the tcnm of trm^lTt md wA4i< Ncafly in ilii& wuj- Satlaiivn 
tirtillil b| lb« irhilnry Biiiutlij of Clatiii (he Crft. Bd> the parlizmtni i^^l 
(i^lecC JEigf«ib»d cotnmou KtiMaud rtnue. tli Uif ^e.tpi'mi na^i mt m^H 
4/iM tin*. Tlu7 uw the uhtc bidyir ifrai; uid rrientfd it so deeply, thai in 
vmy of E^)httant fiod htfort ail army cf Srttitmnr « N^t^vhur^. i\\ (Hi<f B 
V'a*(loriaui (o fly' But it rEquircd Engliib htuli uid EKglht hciiti to uni 
tuod urd i« aa Uic put. 




Tbw ihe vaUmtt }iive bten (tcAiftl. At lad i civil wsr ntay be 
lip. It thuuM be (MiuJcrcil, ai lord ManrfitU eiprrswi it — whether" (bepl^ 
i> »srlli the candle." In tuch a war, en'ry victory will be a defeat. If cm 
cnlonio <le tuliJucit, Vul lUms inust be rijicd, iitld ^ prodigious iUtny IctiiE S^H 
fugipnitnl, lolicq> ihcm in subjccrlan. Cral-Britaim mias feel the weight 0^^ 
thai influciKC, added to the power of the CfOivni The colonies arc iacreaung. 
Whft can ciuiipulc the ettent and «Gccl of nith an inSuencc ? « Undone hj la 



■" Bill, on the other liand, it is to he cnntidered, that every ^rinw, in the 
liiti p^iliinient atlcr huacceuion, has fay lung- usage 3, inily loyal addition is 
hit hi'rcditary trVEPtii] iettlpti upon hint fur hi^ life; and hn nc-vcr any oceaA^H 
nn In apply to pailiiiacnl Car supplies, but upon iomc pul^llc ntmMy of iJJ^I 
vihtik rculni. This i-cflnm to him thai conailiilionul JndcpcmleBcc ivhith »t^^ 
hi« (iirt ac. cwimi si'cnis, it num be oivn-d, to he wanting. And tlicti. wih 
rciraid ig )>i>v. ti, wt niaj find ptTliap*(ha.t iTicliandsol'tovErnnicnciirc acle 
BufBdciiLly ilicrvihcnijii ; and [tial an lin^liih moaarch iinowin noiJal'^.crl 
being Hivcrbornc by ciihEr ihe n'7l>iliry or the people. The instnirncnt-.cf po 
er an: mt (Hirliiips w npen and 9r«'i\'ed ai thcf famieriy were, and thertfarc 
ttc the hut li»\ih [^ jcnlcui ^nd iti~vidit>Ui re&cctiom ; hvi they an; iiac the 
U'cikri upnn tKit account- I^k dinrt, cur ration^ dtbt and ta.iij |he:ij< 
(lie ii.trjnvcnieocies hcfoic-nientionidl hjvt- also in their natural [oni>ci{i|i 
throw II *ucli ttWfipiit e.f power iMd ihe eietutiire scale of govern mtnt, &s wt 
Otinot (liuik was {ntcndcd by our patriot sncesiorii; who g'lodoti^ly Amiggled 



witn 

pavti^H 



( 3S3 ) 



I 



Consisting' of husbandmen and merchants, volunta- 
rily fngaging in such a phrcnsy of ambiiion. No. 
Our highest pride and g^lory has been, with liumble 



^rtMIM, As tilt tcsigil del- LtBEilrt ((» sonic (\i(itre nanarcl telfi Irr ■n/o-m*, 
uoIcK ihc Hm la»ct llicin in mother way. If ihe is UDfnrluiuite, publk rala- 
miciei mvy make grni chaaga. Sudi ctiangn tEcm m be iiitcndcil b; tome 
mta. Gr,M-BritjiA ha.i \iee.n led into ihe r>ri»M. She )ia* n<it yet pHtt it, — 
Wc cnnsiitrr the hostililicii already praciiscJ, si the niarouvrcB cf a ministe- 
rial Wir, W< knaw the mQchinaliana furmrd agiinit an, and the fiTourite 
publifnienii iaduttnotiRly t|iir«a(! ubraad. tn eiritf a jfiloit?y ef 114 snifing oor 
Biiliili brctlir;n. We k.now h'lW acceptable to Tniay an carlhijuatc would be 
to" link wme of the cojoniua Iii tht pet an" — and liow pleasing, to cmplt-y ihc 

reriCitiniuDfifd/^commoditieB:" ih»l we are thought "i(Kiiiti]neious,"uiii 



I 



for the nkilitiiMi of ihethen formi'lablepitUof the prernpti-ve, and by aft lirl' 

accDUncililc wj.nt of foreaight eslibLlsIied ihh sy (Ifm in ihfir tleai!. 'Tbe atiiri 
rtUiriiait jiiiJ mjtiagrmtM mJ itvait * tmatir, ttJ*^ fltaJin Ihi hanJi tflhi tn^ii, 
have givdii rife to juih a mullitude ol new uSA^tn, cieiled by uid remnvcable 
al tiie ray 111 jileafurc, tb^ii they h'jvt cxicndcJ the i.nflucni:r of gorciniiLcnt Id 
C»enr tudKr of the niiLiin. Wmicij ihe rofflBinroiirrj, atlil (he aaiHtuJi ^Jr- 
pmrlrnti SB Ibr cailtmi, io e»cry pDit of thi; kinj^dnm ; ihe iMimiiriuiHri afntlifi 
and ibeii Hamenmi irMictnj, in (very tiiUnd dijiria ; ihc pnim-uUri, Bad their 
trmivlf, iiUuied Id every town, and ujiaa every public reail i \\ic itnimiii(nifr$ 
tf lit lUmft, tnA their diitnitttri, which Ire full a»KBCtrred and full ji iiuDier- 
luuti tlw 'jffff I */ tit lalt ^fv, which, though a tpccicii ef ci(Uic,und cunduciMi 
i» ihe -uiiic aianiicr, are ye( iiintie a distiiici corp.. [mm (he nrditiaey nnjia- 
^eri fif that f<:vcolJc ( llic /wrvv^'^rj tf hoi'tct finJ leiitJrtut ; tJlc rnti-vfn ff Sht 
t /nJ /j» i th.c vr-n*itf^ri vj hftfUt ; BJld the eBtmmuiiMfrri i.f hiti-ii'y tsjthet 1 nH 

wfliieh are either mcdiilctj or imFUcdiMely a-jipciuteJ by the <tiiwn, wJ r*- 
■noveililr It pLeuiurr wiihaul my peiuion imlgnrd ' (lieK, it rvijiiirei but tittle 
|icnriraii(Mi in ur, mud give thar jinviin, nn which tb;y drptcd for tubiiu- 
rnce, 111 influtriE;* mint nmujertigly i-iiiTij!»e. Tu ihi« may be aiidcd ihr fre- 
ijtivrir a|i|KiniiiiiiiL-< itf eoiirerring psnicular nhligailona, by firefcrencc in iMfi, 
lutKriflnut, li.i.-ii, rrmilf.msti. ind etbtr mwy Iranjcihn', \i liich will (;relllly lo- 
crciio ihit influi ncc ; and (hai oTcr ihnc pcnoiii whoM ^itaciiinriit, on ae* 
cnunt cif their wcillh. it rrei]itrnlly the moal Jenrjtilc. All thi* i> the iiaiu- 
(at, though perliapi ih<- vitirnn-jvri), (nii^eqiiciiccf of ereuin;; uui fuiuU of i4'0 
tlil, and in luppuri ihciii. cilaMitfiirtr our prcKiiI p«Ti<ciiiul itirt : ihc whole 
ul v>hi< h i< itiiircly iprn' lincc the rcstaiatioQ in iddo ; and by i-ir (he grtucit 
pan fines the nwolmiun iu 16S8- AaU the ujui: may be >ud with tcgv^ 
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un&uspccting duly* to labour in contributing ti> 
elevate her to that exalted station, she holds among 
the nations of tlie earth, and which, we still ardently 
desire and pray, she may hold, with fresh accessions 
of fame and prosperity, till time shall be ao more. 



pntikacc alxnU tWMp ulT " a mitlion uid a lulT' of tu. Thetc nondi^M 
IttnAnUou h»W no* cK^pol u* But hrrt wc »re, by Bituuq Prc-Tidente. ihrw 
niUimt eS KHh. Wlut oa be doae witii ui i If wc were to b« ttubiduo; 



i^tfi ia aux vntnavmxrmj.inA the pUcca whichthe ai-myhas atttd. 
kl trttich put logrihcTi, girci tiic ciccutiTc power no pursuauire an cneFfi 
with reject ta ihc pcn(iUicl)i.-iiiMlfCj,3ad so pie vailing ao inter«ac with tlicir 
liieait mi familicit u will itmpi)r oukc a-uacndt for die lou ar external 

** Bat, thongh tlili profuKirti of nfEcfS Khoul4 hi.rc no cAtCt OR iltdiviJuilh 
llwn i* (tiU another ncwlj- acquired liranch. ofpowFr ; uij that ic, ttot llic ill- 
SMn« onlj, but llic_^r.* j/" a Jiicijiliiud .iri*j : paid inJced ultimately bj ilie 
JieiipU, but iFnmciiaHljr bf tht Cfown i raited by llie crown, overfed by ] 
<r4«in, commiaded by Ltic crairn. Tfary ir« kept on fool it is true onlj ( 
yeu CO jreu, >nd tliut hf the patver nf parUamcBE ; buE duriuglhat- y<ar j 
iiin«, hf the DUure »f aur eauscituiion, if rwed U z\\, )>i M the abscluie dtb 
poul (if the trown. And there neeJ but few words to dcminstraic hflir 
peu 1 tnuC ii ihetebf reptned 1.7 the printe by lii^ jieople. A Erutt, 
more cbaa ci|uivileiit lo a thousand Utile troubleson^e prerogatives. 

" Add to all thii, that, betidci the ^fvi/'inf, the imine»ie revtnut of slmntt tc> 
»cn BiiiliaDs sterling, wkirh is annually pjiJ to tlio trciHtnrs of (lie public 
carried to the sinking fund, is lirst dcposittd in the ruyil cxcJicquer, 
licnec lisiiedout to the risiieccivc offiee* of payment, This revenue tlic ] 
pie can Dcvrt rc/uie to rdi^^i beuiiiC it it oiajc pcrpe;u.al b^ ut of pirlianu 
which alio, when well eoouilered, will appear to Co be atriut oTgrcu deliu 
aud hi^himportBnc«>" 

I Bi,rtCKst9Ht'»CoM, botk I. diap. S. |iage jj* — J3^_ 

* It has IseuD nifgeited," lhi.E wb)ect» ■omecimn err, by nat believing i 
prinen mem a» well as ihcy do." — But the inManresire rumeious, where prin- 
ces and theii counicrtciTiby iu>t helievingi that tubjccti meaii u wcllulhej 



t 
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SThese being our st-ntimcnts, and, we arc fully 
convinced, the sentiments of our brethren through- 
out the colonies, with unspeakable affliction, we 

enlyas' PiarEaTANT oUtm, ne oughciDbc nteuiKd by i wiie pcoplt.^— 

Such a Kcpic certainly w^Uld liot be careful Tq disunite uKfrcm thcki ifltcFctf^^ 
IS make ut foes when (hey inighi have os frienjE. Some states have thought 
b trne policj lo granc ^xcatcf ijidalgcnces to remote dom.iniDns, thnn wtjcen- 
J9fc<l by thefiLKlvCs '. mill thU pnlii;]i hsi bc^-ii much appktitkd. Tltc enjoy- 
nieoc of valuaible: ptlTilcges by inftiriar eiatcs, under the {tmiectioa of a iU]>»- 
■loT, uaiccang boail of depMideiicc. "Wfiy shoald we pre fc^c a dependence on 
Grral-BrileU tO a dfpundcQM Ml Fraiter, ifwe fitlJAy Ic^ freedom Dikler the EVr- 
racT, than we may under tlie latter i " Firmhiiaium m^criumtqun einOmtcj oau- 
BBHri' — or u lord -chief justice CdJe uprcsacs it, iuhia cDOuneui on tSic ajdi 
■f EJtMrJ chf third,*' the state of a king Btandeth more assured by the tove 
and faroarcif Che lubjcrt, than by the dread and fear of laws, ate."* Ought 



■ Grtal'Brilain put herself I» a very comddcrablc ciipencc !mC "war in dc- 
tentc oi Panama!, berdOK ihat kingdom was her a!ly,ani5 ilic dcriscdl great 
advantages fnini an intercourse with her. But trhat are thn^ adviintages or 
tlic affdctioni arising from them, when tsmpatcd lo the advanlagts and iiFec- 
lioiis that connect rhcie L-oloiiiti with Crtjt-Erka'm ? Words cannot eipresa 
ihc surprise, that men free from paasiQnniUit feel, on ■.-onaidering htr impolicy, 
ia labouriniE l9 dj&ijolu ffQIi> her^^ the oaly true frienda she hxs in the wnrld^ 
If her minlstws wtrc ptnainner* of /■raiTi-r and 5fr=i«, (Ley dduld tlOt pPtiUe 
nki^uares mor* pleasing and adiTuitdgcolid to those Licgdi^tn^- 

" ■ During afl our happy dijrt of Mntord, partly fcom out nalional moder- 
ation, and partly from the wiiidoni, and tnmeiiniwperhjpi fieni the careless' 
]ieBi of out miriatctSj they have btcn trusied in a good aiEasuic with the en- 
tire maragemcnt of their aflairs ; and the fucccss they have met with ought 
fo be to us an ever mcmnrjiblc proof, that itt true atr nf gn-jirnKenl eoniii!! ia 
»at [ttrtnuHj iH mud. And why ihould fiiciid)>hip nndgritiiudr, and long at. 
tachmenti, which inspire >ill the relish Lind twctincsa of privatt life, he suppoi^ 
«d to be o-f no ^"cight In the intcrtoursi; between great ■cDmmuii'li?* ? Thtsc 
arc prindplei of liuman nature, which act with much greater certainty oo 
sumberB than C'li individuals. U properly cultiyatcd they piay to \\f be pto- 
dvcEJve of the nohli^st benclitti; and, at all cvcnta, will aeiCtter lenen the CE- 
■att of OUT pcrw^, nor ihunefi the Juration of it." 

Bishcip of St. AiAPu'a Serai on, jvage 13. 

It rulers would but listen to the voice of reason and cipcricnce, they woold 
.lesm this important tniLh, that mtn arc more cuily and cficttual]} govcuied 
bj imlduca cbui bj ^verity. 
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find ourselves obliged to oppose ihnt sj-slem of do- 
minion over us, arising from counsels pernicious 

both to our pnrcnt and her cliildren- lo strive if 

it be possible, to c!osc the breaches made in our 
formtT concord — yud stoplhc sources of future ani- 
mosities. — And may God Almiglitj*. who deltghls 
in the titles o^Jttst and m^rcl/tit, incline the hearts 
of all parties to that Cfjiiitable and benevolent temper, 
which is necessary, solidly to establish peace and 
harmony, in the place of confusion and dissension, 



tin 



Tde legislative authority claimed by parliament 
over these colonies consists of two heads — firfl, a 
general power of intemaUegislation ; and secondly, 
a pow cr of regulating our trade ; both, she cc 
tends are unlimited, Undtv the first, may be incli 



Crftt-Btftain to dcijiiK the ajvinligci iht a,1irai!y rtcava Tclti lefity frnm 

beauM Ti; (Ikc adopuurt of 5^d.W«£ muimii, «b< mi^hi iLitb danp' nicri mm! 






1l ii tbe duif «f rv«iy tnloniit to oppose mch maiimt. They thraraii 
to cur metlicr couticry and lo u». We sbouM be fU'^^T of TreaMS' 

vtif HoVcrcigtj and the Ixtiijnty of the bcople <^i KppIit^J^ iT ^e dbtj Dni 
ihem. EfgUiid muit be tivc-d in Anuriea. Herenfier, tjie will rfjain [h»I \rt 
fc«TC tciiiir-i—svid itiart loi Tot having Rinded Wt. Her wisdom will in a »hort 
liitic dfis^ovfFf the ^rtlljcfi that KflVElierfl bicdby her wxifft ■piiirnif^^rh^'nfl 

her againu lur dutirtil diildren ; thsit the bai tupporttd not ]i«r own 
but the C3.u;[; of an aJminliimlQii ; z.r\A Ti-ill clesrly digting^i.iJi, whidi wril 
enfijute to her licHi-fit, iOfcl^, atid ^\nty,ii!ill lrr.ilfJ ati'i affnllmaU alvit 
KiitUmi Bfit-ivci,an umirilantl in.rrj^i- iiflur jlJim/iK2jfirici,a,ni aaaddiiisa tst 




among other powers, those of forbldtlin^ 
fworship our Creator in the manner we think most 

acceptable to him imposing taxes on us- 

coUecting them by their own officers inforcing 

, the collectioa by admiralty courts or courts martial 

aboHbhidf^ trials by jury establishing^ a 

standing army^ among us In time of peace, wlth- 

t See CjmaSu bill. 

t The army uader t^« coitiniiLnd of ^nj^ral GAnr.in the prnvinceof Jlf«- 

tttdmietti-Bsy iilDnc, unnuncs to oevcnl ihoauDd men kept tCiere vtiUmnl 

taacrni of their si^aa^iy^ 9Dd tfl be at^rnleJ Us ^\ilt pcntt'il ^^ chillk pfopu". 

•' I mii5t own,sir,rcin kc but one reason forrai'angat diisprcBcnt juncnire, 

thK iLldiiJoDal iiUEiLbez of trsops, and that la tis scr>?£igcKcD tine liantls of tlhc 
niniBter a^init the next elections, by giving IiJdi die power of diKfinsLng of 
rnKmiisieni 10 the joji.(,biothcri,nephfws, cfliisins, ;i]id friEndsof such as have in- 
terest in boroughs Into snnvc of which pcrhapi, troops niej be sent to procure 
th^ free eiectiiin cf Ehejr members, in imitition of the late CcariuB aendiu^ 
her iroops into Td^rtil to secure che free rlection of a king. 

" Bat still ihtTc i« oRc ihiuj; ftiore fatil than all! have yet nameiJ, tTiatiwiut 
it the roriitnatnce of so great a body of tmops bi:ing kept oti foot in Err^liniil, 
and tvillir Ibt Jmiithg iCroic ta aU our Hitrtiu. For as the to'tvns in Eit^iinil will 
not bcablcmuth lunger ti> conlain quarters for thtni, aiast of those ivhn keep 
pibtic hiiuiif s being rear niined by snhlrer's bi!let*iJ mi tlicm ; nn at pril/a/i aj'iht 
He.itii'iy 1/ it, barracln will be built for q^usneiirig' them, which will be uiin 
KiSLli-J ianrtaxi li'ilii itrQi^ garriicai ia iLns, ertntii in ill fSJUfi^ ErrgUnJ,-wllicll 
(an itnd ta mBtlar:n, but by dc^cei to subdue and eiulavc the kjni^duni. 



" But if evci^ thlA achrtiie .flhoul^i he attetnptcd, it will bv incumbent Wl 
txtrj Engliibtmn to endeavour 10 jirtvi-nl it by aU mMhoda, and a& it would lis 

U' Jmt 'fusil that ciiuld be ever maile for our )iibertii;s, riitlicr ihin lulTtr it to 
lit put in (kccufion, li- woulo be unit nu-rv to d»aw ovt sivorih, ako 

XCrtX ruT THKK Uf, tiii tar liieniii wcreitcurcdi^ai. the aulUvri t/ air tuUnJ-' 



C %8 ) 
It conaent of our ftsscmblirs— 



-paying them 



tiMw^ fcwj***! trnJiim ftmitimrml. 1 hop* 1 »k»U te r&rg>Ten, if durifi* 

■ delMtn I Aall l«kf lh« Mhtny of •pemkiug agiin ; far / an JiUrmfmii tiji^ 
tyi^K (TOT prDjioaitioii itiM icbJhu 1 dhiokihU iloca, to tbc oubvuiG 
amttaj." ^^ 

Lari Vacmai Gac*.*! %pe«h id 17J!). Pvl. Deb. book uth.pig. 3^8*^ 
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A Binltfer dedwJ tn th« houte of conunDai, iliU he shovM ** tl 

rilici' il u I patl of Lbc CoMtliTUtiaii, itiil the tnilitsty (lioultl act atiitxllit 
i\ autliDfitj," But, tij miti, the comniatider in chief of the furta !u>pri< 
icDte d( k golcnujTt in the ptoTiacrc under hit govcrnmciil. Rj hia majatj'i 
, tnmnuttol in a letter ditcd the fth of Fcliruaiy, 1765^ froin Ac 
Iff of H3IC to ihE comnuudn in chief, it i« inchted, " tbat the o^ 
of tb« (Dnurmnikr in chief, ^cd udiIct him, of the brigullerT-gcn 
lUMling in the UMthrm and leulhcm dtpsrtinisrij j* all tmti 
rjri, liallic icFiiMC, uid tnuu Iw obcj'crf bj- ibc traopi, ai eu<1i. ir ilI 
fn«rfl*fi<fr in Amrrit*. That ip CMCt, wJSrrf <•« f^ni^c eci/cri Lavcleeo 
giirrt Sy ih« «wwit«mi!er in ehi<l, or by the hrigaJio:r.gsn«!iI cornmandingl 
the ditlHcl, l}i« civil goTcmor eh cnundl, and where no council ihcre mtuisC' 
ihe civil i^vcraur, may, fir tti ttntfil 1/ ih gntrnmeiit, gice orders fbr the 
Bu.rfhing' of troop*, chf dUpoution «f thmi, for making and marching- ileFadv^H 
nti, CKOTts and luch pDtrlf miliTirf H-tsiccs within his gavtrnmcrl, M^| 
u wmt i d iag tfiur of the troopj, nhr It le ^'mr proper order fir ct-rtyirg lb 
irir tiaarihM : r*0TiDE0 they ire not ttalrjJ't.iery u, ar ratanfalH/t vilt, 
any order be majr hiTc pccciTcd htnii the comnismdcr iti chief, or the brjgs< 
tfcT-gcocnJ tftlt Alritt," ^m 

In May, i ^fi^, the house of rejireutittlivci for Mtnacbuieflr-Baj, recanted 

gCKmor Brriuiri " to giTc thcticcfjsarj and cffnttual orders for theremiml 
t>f (he^rfd tj iia anJ lanJ dhI vf the /<rr of £iiIdi, and from ihc gsle of the 

eily. di/riHg ibi liiJiBK tij the laii jtiicmUy " to which ht answered " genele- 

mtn, I hove jid aathtrity over hit majesty's /i/pi i» thh fut, or his tnopi • 
fill ftnw) Mf M* /^<w any orders for their removal. 

M»7 JI, 1769. fia. Btrntri 
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with o\ir money seizing our young men* for re- 
cruits — changhig constitutions of government|— 



Tkat, OUT gwaaots, the caiptaia^-gencial and cominind'cn in chLcf, icprc' 
tenting the saverEi^, and known to the constitution, of these calonLcs, ire 
deprived of their Itgil lutliority, in tint ofptiici, ty an trJir—ani, a perfiluai 
£aaltrid pnvcr established aver ud. To iict:(i[np1iBli tM> great puTpnK:, it vru 
ihou^t proper during the lajt war, t-a thangie the mode of gmndng military 
coininLMioDB, and to pau th:^t tQ the genual in America unJcr tht ^itiit ic^. It 
K Dct known, -whi^iher thia unci>ium»a formiliij' has bcoi obiervci wich regud 
to the mijer-givnl' a/lii rafMlnn " DUTIICTI." 

• The Grrmav have been justly celebrated in diiTcreat age*, for sipcity 
in promoting the aru, uid for cniirti^ npitii ; jsx how unhappf hive they 

b«ea luatli: in a. ikait pL:];ii>d of time, by ih^t siQgEc eligine of aibiirot^ {idwcF, 
a lioHiBiig arsry. Their distrcis wus ^ftoughl up to sueh a ile^cc, that thou* 
•ondt, and tens •vi (LaMsjiuit, rcliD^uigJied their uadve country, atiJ ilcd Co the 

^pildemoKj of America. It was a way of thinking in<i acting that bi^eaine 

them. For Ctrmjiu may truly lie called tLt/Mb/n if En^lisiismi. From t> Gw 
moMy came their aiicestora, anil the Crbt pTintiplcs -of the constitutioni Qcr- 
miM thcreFore Mem [n be mare juetlj iiititled than otSicr fnreigntrs to the 
tJcisiDgi of that conttitutioji- To enjoy thcoi, in thi« free coaairy a» It then 
was, ihcy i;^^^ here, but nnw uiiforiuaatdy £aiU, ariimrj ^avcmmeBl aad a 
tUiiJimg army pitrauing ihcm ewsa into thesi woods. Nutslitn of thffm now 
in these provinces, ha»c servediQ the armici of the aevtral priuco ia Gartanj, 
afiil kn»(7 vrelli that <pnc rcMon with cbeir rulersj for putting swords mio tlicir 
hatidE wiu to cut thi: throats of their own nit[)eri,braih(.'n, and relations who 
ihould attempt to relieve themselves froni any yaz of theiT miseries. Their 
lentwr iov^eigns ari: now completing, it is mid, lie WO'l trajTcdy oi" tyranny. 
They will Qot iiu&er those chry have made wretiehed, to ieck fur a mure tole- 
table dincQce in some other pan of the globe. It is their nuTTiray theM 
^Jlfeeiirg princes," to be unhappy, agd la rcnpuncc I>1I hpp59 of rclid'." Thcy 
we f Tbhibitud from leaving iheii country. Those who have already eseapel 




t Bill for changing tbc casuilutian of Miui4flmieUi-B«i 



( 36o ) 

stopping the press declaring any action, evcnil 

meeting of the smallest number, to consider of 
peaceable modes to obtain redress of grievances * 

high treason taking colonists to Great- Britain 

to be tried f — exempting " murderers" % of colo- 
nists from punishment, by carrying them to Eng- 
land, to answer indictments found in the colonies 

— — § shutting up our ports prohibiting us 

from' slitting«[ iron to build our houses, rnia- 

king II hats to cover our heads, or clothing to cover 
the rest of our bodies, &c. ■|-4- 

into t!ie*e calumei, remember what they and their parent* sufTered in Gem^wj, 
The old tell the atorita of their npprcasioni to ihc joongcr; and howcrcr in 
fniablc it may appear on the other tide of the Atlantic, it ii uierted by penoiH 
well uquaintcd with thii people, thai they bare vnj liitU inclination to sur- 
FEK rnc tilHl CKUCLTIU ACAin ID America. 

* General Gagt^i proclamatjon, dated June 19, I774> 
f ResoWea in the hoQie of lords on 35th Hen. ,8< chap. ad. 
t Bill for the adminiitiation of jastice, &c. 
. $ Salaiivil. 

S 5th Geo. 3. chap. 31. 

, H If Great-Britain has a congtitutional power to prohibit us from alitting 
iron<iij£r&uAiH, she has a coBuituliunal power, that ii, a r/;£f, to prohibit us 
from raising grain for our food i for the principle that supports one law, will 
»upport the other. What a Ya« demand mnst be made on her for this article 
and how firmly would her dominion he estnblished, if we dcpenitd wholly oo 
her for ou daily bread .' Her modern writers connder coIonuEt as slave* of 
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In our provincial legislatures, the best judges 
in all cases what suits us founded on the im- 



Cnmf-SriiaiM shut up In aIargeworkhouK,caD»UDtIybept at lal)our,inpn>car- 
tng sach materials at ihe prescribes, and wearia^ such clothes as she sends. — 
Should she ever adopt the measure aboTemcntioned, and on our complaints o£ 
grievancei, withhold food from ns— what then i why then, oa her principle- 
it would b« our n^bi>^-~Ta be stabvid. To say in such «n we should have 
any other rifif, would be »"traiiintit and rfitlliom denial of the supreme legis- 
lature of Grtat-Britaia," for she" ha; power of right to bind us bf statutes jji aU 
taut vAahtntr" 

Let not any person object that the supposition of such a case it the suggettir 
lUl of fancy* llie Cartba^nians^ those masters in Ibe juhUme poihici ef commercf^^ 
politics that have produced ao many dreadful scenes upon earth, forbad the Sor- 
Saiami to rusc com, in order to keep them in due subjection. The Eait'Indla, 
Si. Fauntt, the proceedings at Shede-IilanJ, and the Balvt act, &c. give rise 
to many alanning apprehensions in America. There are few man on this con- 
tinent would be as much lurprized at that mciiBure, as at some late measure*. 
The beginning justifies any apprehensions. Power debauches the affectiooa 
The improbability of cases happening, is no answer in such important considc- 
ratioot. The laudable spirit of commerce may be inflamed into rapacity and 

cruelty in a nation as well as in an individual. We must regard the fow- 

tl claimed by Grtal-Britain, not solely her ibUI or imtingtnaa dtpiii£ng oh that 
villi' If the affixes no limits to hxr ptrwer, why should we affii any to \\At£idsT 
" I know (layi mr. Htadly} it Is neit to impossible, that any such case should 
happen: butif such things be said, and such cases, in f^c.-t, be put, it isneceisa- 
ry to speak, K^fi^ luf/poiition of lueb cam. — And methinki it is but a narrow 
vpirited proceeding in us lo go just no farther in oar nulient, than a compliance 
with «ur rwn fraent cantUtioH fartetb at ; to delude from our regard the condi- 
tion a£ all fiber naiieiii,aaii all caiei,hwit just that, which bath happened tatt of 
•U in our own." 

That the plan of governing us, by withholding iiectrtaritt af life, has been con-^ 
ndercd, and in what light colonies are Tiewed U home, the fbUowing «itraW 
wiU partly shew. 

VOL. I. 2 X 
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mutable and uiulicDftblc rights of human nature, 
ihc principles of the coii»tiiution, and charters and 



■■ h ajifoinithM tlte*rl(iiul •ad ^nd evil ittending chera wu.tfaei 
Vitnc of » tt0iiJrr*Ut *fMt iaa clinutc iimpibli: ofyiddiag tlic camcnodiuci 
HMMiBf in JrdMi*. 

•• TKfM tlifflhwn <clonic!, Inllgafier itrir i/r/,iA»js*j^»ir/ Haluri *1* kllBWB, 

' *tr« rMiiinuilIf icKrcau-dli; fri-ah migratior* Irnni Eurapt i which, ii I litfuic 
jifcrrtj, ouighl tirtilly to bre b<cn prcTEQtcd, and locli migraciaiu bare beet 
tit aiUTj igf J •inly >n the beneficial CAtonifs. 

** ^tfKt tli« \nr M ar. Briijim liiil tlie iradc of the colonin undrr Mtnr 107 
I Mricl f<^Utii)nt, mhii:h ccrtniiil; cut oS amaf inliij by which thrjr fanncTh 
' feceited n)it(}i &ftm,l <ni fartnginr coin TTie frinirjilr upon which ■ndll 
: ynlilMnt wcte lanncd, of icruritig to the mnihcr c-onntty a.loiie iiJI utdn 

mmtntt I hntt alrcMljr utcmpKd t'O prt>itj/itt and naaiarj, 

• WVii ortM rteir Bifpefhodn^rM-iptaW li«om« nunuranvrcn,it willi 
■ ^irc auare Chan Srktiit policy ta cmvcit them into jiIantCTf. 

*' I imiM llutili tUa point «[ such ctnt iinponmticc, m m extend pr(it*% 

to the ^Hnilil^ii'n tif miKuf^ttiiTri in our foloiuc-'> To confludE, it b in |1k 

|tfc^lcij tctllFmmt on the Oiit vrt muil firit }uok far hemp and fl3l ; u nek 
great iLUmlKitoriht old ^Bfrhcjn farm-cm hftwcrcmnvril anjgclllrd iherc.whicJ 
Ihij, in (hmt fertile IriurcB, t>c culiiTaied in su-cti abwJuUnce, as to ccahle ti-" 
unikfMl all lh« woild, u well bi supply our trwn conwmption. It is on theK 
liign, dry, aint Kcatthy lind] that tintyT'^s ^i^l ^ cuLtiratrd to the ben ad' 
vaiat'e', ai niiiiiy of tho^ ]iill« corDtain quarries, of it«il!c, rind not jn the tiJI* 
hnllhy mm-^ouCi i>f oupjtrrK*I colonics. To thue w? should hring (hr fit- 
ticn irom £uf-tpc, or at Itaer euAcr none to go^ iwrti of AVw-t'eri .- by vhJcb 
nraus our niitnbcri wniild luercriK ifi tK^w; ^>itn«, where it is our intcfett Arj 
I afaoiild incrcaBT ; and the Tipart uf ihf lettlcrs from the new colony on ihe Otiit 
iroald be a coiiBtBnl drain of pecipic from our vnprtjitailc northern onn. by 
■vhieh tneanilhey would, in future tiniM, ai welLsi the |<teKDt, beprdrenied 
Iron.i cxtciidiD); their niauufaclnrifs. 

" Wh« I lihall therefore ventuic to propuK, i», that the guvcrntnent , ibrn 
tht maim if d /tv nunhaaii at 1] iiaiotcU with thi; Jmcriiiin trade, that rao be 
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grants made by the crown at periods, when the 
power/ of making thfin was universally ackuow- 



tnlsMbly depended upon, *hould eetMish fiil'srr at Sorlcn, PLi/aJrI/ilia, JViir- 
JVi.and afow other ptitts, for the tak- nriucti cargOEs of Britiib man u fat lures 
u ihouH he •;(iniigni:<l to clicni ; iiid !□ ciin^nl ol ivch farlicuhrty iti WlTc •hihI 
mtHiiJatliiriJ iH Ibc fin^^ina, with Jircftion* imniediiiltl)' and fQHtlrlualij' to tw- 
itrul all Midi colony tnanuTiclurct. Bf cliii nican» the operation (iF the jvc- 
tecM*£ mrojid rci, hnni tlis Qiuiiljcr uf hands rendered WIc, would be tp Hiuct 
the e-auET to be execuled. 

" The ship* which carried act aach cargfon should lie Lrge bulty ones, of 
cig^t, pine hundred, iind one Lliuimand tnnj buidcn, (er the sake of liringlug 
large <]uaiiliti«s of deals, £ir. bark, at a UU ^ifupaniDnaM eip-fiicc ; and pre- 
viout l-n their arrival in Amerum, cargoes of these shouM be reai^y for [hum. 
Th-e colontsts should W engaged IS wott tbelt iro-n iQiDC}, and g«t iLe pro- 
duet rndy in harji, kc. and vast quantiites a! deals and eiiuared timber ready 
For loading the ships : all wliicb., on the ceruia and Immcdiilc project of 1 
mIc, wtiulJ ca-iily be cfiected *, as it U well kuotvn they ha.ve more than once 
proved CO (he Icgialatur*, that ehey could supply nil £uro/c with thete artitlcs, 
tad they but tlic AgiiimJ. 

" But I laid it down as a rule to proceed qpon,, that traHciJiilAag, aod indRir- 
JmetKria£, %crc put aa ciitiri iHp to auiong the foLoQies. 

" It the sugar islands ionraiiled tt;n millions cf people, at rlrJiluti B/nr.-rua- 
ria IB they are at present, Srilain WMilid be as mri al their alleg'iDllcc as the 
is at present — proTidciI no piiwcc more laiiDidabU eb«n henelf atica. arojC for 

thcii pruiiirtion. 

" The BrH dependence or our colouio,. atweH at all their people, !j, to 
■(hangc tlic terms i» little, «p[>B cevfi ivorVed imo fircad, and iron wrought 
into implements ; or, in other words, it is upon Mi^njij agriculture and nit/r- 
tarj manulacttifcs; lui 1 people who do not poHfii tbe«!, to think of throning 
•JFthe yolc< of Ajiulher ^i^/m 4jtPptifs r^'n tvitir tL^a^ la on ^ibaurd idea. This Is 
fri^iitly thi lait with our sugar isdands. l.ft us suppow the CDiilincnlal tolo' 
met, 10 be as happy in the luasiarj agihtiltart « they really are, but \.<^ be nhsr 
hiiij ■a/Hlnttt msnvfiiiafvit cvuM they '^vn tfff thtlx allegiiuicc t»£rif<i<'i ht 



I 
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Icdgrd by the parent state, a power since frrquentir 
recognized by bcr, subject to the controul of 



Adr ■ ■wUi i wImiWt wmU> K*.canUr;fe ^ i* m^^ ^ 

Mtfi nri dH>, whkfc M (bnrd to imagine : (in iBf ooe ima^uK (hit t i^kt 
bn on ht ctniti m biwhis ■ pcspk, when (he pcu^ mscw nd bcK* 

' Tlw fnllimin)[. uninf ethtr dfictt itium to tba [«)m, immU te Ac 



" Th< ^pU WnU depend <MI Bntm> fv ihoae mttm^ria if R/i arble^ re- 



" The cuttiTnton of ii^p& woold be taoie pToSt:i^1e to ihcm (liaa oj, 
•<hef ■niplojrmcDI whitcver. 



* Tllc idXl Bri!i««««l«(ib»weuU J(ptthl»D Srilam. 



I 



" 71k |NOpIe woukl all te '/rwrf o«r an inunenK coantry » |iUn«a»?- 
Donc ol thcnicoUcutdia linvni.' fl 

" T» which tirconuuDCc* t di>Il icUl, ut ropcct 10 Eriumi fuiclier po- 



" 1'hii die ihonld abide by llic bnumliriia fited alreaidr to ih< old colaniei, 
tbal of du riven hctd«i aad ill lurtlici' Ktding lo be inneu talema, nbcte^ 
TCT ihry were trued. 



J 



** tliat ihc ihntilit keep thetnUnd n-avigatinn of Uie continent^ that u, eC 
(lie grcit Ukeswid m-fi^Uc titcxsi eu lienclfi and oat oiStr aa]r ittt of 



'" Thli poirC, which ■■ of itilinite impOTtanci, would prrtt? fully ienccu- 
otid byoihrr pirtiofihe piati- Biir,loeiniir« » gt<i<\, a ppint. np new lo^m* 
■hi>uld be suffrftd, ror cTiti vilUp'i i ihsa which notliiiig ctnild be (asirr to 
maoigc : nur W'uld they be any ■whrtc ntCLSiatjiliui by theniagazinrs if ila- 
"val Sitcirl fi^r !oa.di[)i; tbipfi. AlJ |if>»£ibli^ ilccrcasc ciC iiunibi^rs in dit riCie* aT- 

leidy in htinK, sbauld b* <IT«ted f<i sysMmatiMlly abs-urd ii k (0 fnund 

tc-wti'. ind ciiit^s, □> Sr^i^ia has tiitiierto conitaniif dooe, in all the coloniei Hui 
baifurmed." 
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the crown, as by law established, is vested the ex- 
clusive right of internal legislation. 



to naTigite them, and thereby commonicate from one part of the continent to 
another. 

" That «he should nerer niffcr any fnnimeial Irufi or miUHa to be raiicd, 
hut reaerve entirely to herself the defence of the fronticn. d 

" That rile should throw whateTer obstaijct >he could, npon all plans of 
ttmintaacaiim from colony to Colony, or conveniencies of speedy removals from ' 
place to pUtre.' 

" That in proportion as any colony declined in staples, and threatened not 
to be able to produce a sufficiency of them, the inhabitants should receive 
cnch enconragement to leave it, as imr< than to drain il« natural increase, un- 
IcH new staples were discovered for it. 

" This i* HttB the C3*e with those I hsve distinguished by the title of the 
northern colonies ; insomueh that NnaScsliu, Canada, Nitv-Etgland, Nevi- 
Tsri, tfnu-Jericy, and Piantyltiaitia, would be nearly of as mnch benefit to this 
country bubied in the ocean, as they are at present." 

Political Misaji, published in Laniw, under ministerial patronage. 

The conduct of admioietratiou corresponds exactly with the sentiments of 
this modern writer, and with the measures pursued by Philip the second of 
Spain against the Lmii Cmatritr, The reasons given by one in adniinistration for 
attacking the colonies, feem to be copied i,with some small alterations on ac- 
count of religion^ from the famous advice ef the unfeeling d ke of Alva, that 
" specie retinendz dignitatis," cost his master, his glory, his happiness, and hit 
proviDGCfr— and sunk bis country into distresses, from which she is not yA re- 



<l ** Specie tuendi finium,jngum liberis provinciis meditatnr." 

Strada, A'j. 2. 

* Thus Rtme divided MateJm into several departments, and forbade their 
Intercourse with one another; that is, not only with their o^'. n cauairymen, 
hvt even with their rcktiosi and friends, retiding in a different deputmcnt- 
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Such a riphl vested in parliament, would place tis 
exactly in the same situation, tlie pcopk of Grra 



oMNiL ■■ Al ««rM i«i AlbaflBi AtMA &«i.TiaKiM. ccntcndclHt. awh 
Uts >uc>ofr(Mi p(ii){ipi> rrmtiltunt, Quippcccuru uilbus ac diuldtiu 
Lt'i< itihil tliiiJ rff^'lum, iiusm uc t^gi obrdit'MU., rtbrlHbui tioior sdinKre- 
nr. Pa*iil»* finmt .f;j Bc-lpu. u( H^ipuiu* c pr»«iiida miles exc^dirrt t i 
Kllkel NnNm dnu* conKimci ti qutcTrm |>opBlotum. Num prept^rra, iir^ 
Jralrf mlffif* •*■««« <)uicrnM ? An poClui & confiileiiliiu cQagitam;, nl 





^ 



dm doorllwetM 0)1.\NVE1XANUS. At bhw ri>rlc naaftj^t compl 
Jwi«c ratio* — Qvin tinmnul fi-nlia trcicii tsciliu^ — homiuc) i noftra fkili' 
li MCim^»J4«Jlu Jfr'tdim'rUt^ ^j^i^rrtii t9tnf»t*i%m\^¥j — improbis palajn camuj^ 

fcB* m ini*— j^Ttjiw •trBMiii— cxtofcerciii qu'id avncnt — obnioMU iimr&i 
kgHiLsituD HnfaBiim lATidAkCHT — Hie qaiHjae ri«ain clnnenEix pri: 
la^^u itidigiupOKauiliu*induIg<]-c. Kntm v<ro quid e-v ilia indulgmca 
•, nitl ul vMcnimubiijU'C cumpoica, nan pari'i]d>a ; lubditoi se3C obinij* 
ccicmui, "bi^ittm JciiijK-ttcaf, aiquc iiuia priccipii rc*crciitia, Fonicnaotcq^H 

viociAtum ikfi ctianc. tiluiuiiu ^uljtf ^ociL-tUc CUtiorct, kwaUia otntiii (M^' 
! Kincl libcnaci puc habcrcni. Kwuc vcro non iwiii u'wiii'u , vil fr^ 
irwB gnunuii pe«aui>n c«>c in rcgem. Ncc ijiiia rebelled in prucaua 
rcmi^uiocantjiniiiiuferacix iniinit lufuc, reiumpiuroi Hti^ue vire(,ul)t tubm 
■IriMM iibjevcntiE. He Hit Ftami* ao AsrEdoBA, diMcnrbac," 

SrsADA dc l)«llo Bitgiis, lib. f 



I 



!t ii (Vbdtnl that the Britiii mliriticn have dili^entl^ «Bdie<) SitaJa >bJ 

the other auiliun who have tranaiiiittc'd lo portcritir the plrasinfr and initiuc- 

tivc umplt of PtiUffii pi»li<7, MC'cry tiKBinr'C tfccy huTt t«kwi, ii finindcdoa 

: ■pceedfDt ta bjr chu ulehntrd «choel of huniLnitf. 



(f/m b the fiitrarilc msKer — m hii ccndnct thcf ktcp ihnr cyci itodilT' 
and rEveriDtEy Ciird, and it majr truly be raid — thejr follow him u-ithnnune- 
^ajJ iirp*. Grtat, good, iuid wi»c men! whom fonic futuie i'n^nn/or/'ci T™- 
ftt will dul]r celcbntXt. 



" In 1584, GiAttvitii wa» remored frotn the council, to appease the 
pic. Thtif joy was shnrt lived ; for as the tame mciiorti were pursued, 
loon began t^ be idid publicly, thu ihuugb ha IkJj wu rentiiVBd fnuu, a, ifit^ 



I 



Srita'tn vroiikl have been reduced to. Had James 
the first and his familj" succeeded in their scheme 



WJH infincnccd tht cmnidl. Upon applies! ion for a rrlMatinn of t)ie edi<H, i( 
tr»» will, thiit nrviriithit tijJ fx!y ar-iiJt mullcri wsnr, and [he obaeiTation oi tllcm 
Vaa 3^a enjiiined upon mirrr rnvrc ^ullirj tlian Iwlore. 

" At Icngtli an Ass-ocrA-Tioff waicuMfed into, fur tnutuaily defending 
each. other. This heJnt; iigntil bjr ahotc ijoo jierBoniiof quaKty, wlio nil |ir*- 
t£^tcA, thM rhcy tticalil: nntliinf; but llie Iiuntir of Gcd, clli: glory o! the lling, 
Bndtht gnuiui' their couniry, tliry met and petitioned, that the ptKUunat'mt 
migbl it revvicd-. hut tlie king -would consent to DO milfg-itiau. Good odTiee 
wa« giv«Ti tu him. But the duke D'Alva'i viaknt eoutiscl, wla fraj^eirJ itir 
nlire ninlhhmrnl ej'llv Sfiriliti aj'lte frinmijif was mo'it pknsingv and followed. 
Tkr cruti di^ki? vbii Afnc miu- cKc I^^v Civiirh-i ^It^ A powTt^ftfl ^iny- The 
count* D'E^unt and /fti-it, were- immediately »ciaed. or a pretsnce that ihcy 
hail miJerh^iiil, spirited up the paipit'j rfwu^rfw*. They were afterwards tic- 
cpEcd- Ail whti liniil r<;j^ncd the M^Kiutiati or ptIiiioH were di^clard fllilfT ^f -^ 
Binu TH^AsoN, and aniiverahlt for whJt hid happened. A eoundl, called 
from itstnel priKc«dings. ii THE COUNCIL OF BLOOD, wm ertcted for 
tiding ttc KCUted, Jrim tablet lierr ^var art ap^at. (IlaTa ItlLI.) Almi hLnracK 
cried the ncciHtd inlhtir a^en laanlry-, where HKXtfriendi •taAviitnaifs might at- 
tend (hem, where the pains of dfsth itself might be mirijrnteel, hy seeing 

with thf ir dyriiig fyc<r t^^At tKcy expiri^d beloved and lamc^itE^d. Mere th^ dli 
cipl« exceed tlieir tutor. I'hi&iit. too great a conwialiaa to be indulged to 3 

MrloBffit. He miHt be rarrkd iooo miles aeross the ocean chut he 11187 

Rot only Ajiy hu<t be itiBILitc^d in hi^ Vat mnmcntt, with the moclEcry nf 3 trial, 
•f}^ne the cl<!iiin.t tnni)i;en[:e !itand« no chance ofacq^uitil, and with the fur- 
Inallty of 1 seiLttruc; found c^d aa a ttitute past bcfurc the coli>[iiei> i^sistcil. On 
the approach of the army, the printe of Orangf and other Itwdu fltd^ ajui being 
•uaimontd to appear before the toutidl, ia ilefault thereof were ciMidcinacJ, 



f ■" Lat them at m¥ feet." Lord Ifirlb't speech. 
• Seti Gen. Gspi proclamation- 



-f 

i 
i 




( S68 ) 

of arbitrary power. Changing the word Stuarts 
for parliament, and Britons for Americans^ the 

-ud their cttatei confiKatcd. jtlve treated all, the inntcail and guilty with mcli' 
rigor, that it gave rise to the following saying of a Spaidih officer — '* ffurttia 
Ecaienint tcmpla ; tani nihil faxertuit contra : ekco tmnei debent patitiihri," 

I'uffendiirf'* iatroductioQ Art. " Spain" and " the United Provincet." 

Sir WilHam TimpWi account of the disturbances in the Lno Counlrhi agree* 
etactlj with the foregoing eitractcd out of Puffindorf, by which it will appear 
with what a Eurprizing ezactuesg of tescmblauce the afiain of the colonic* 
have been carried on bj> administration. 

" The war with Fraaci being concluded, it was resolved to keep up the 
troop* in theae provinces, and that the states should support them, which by x 
long course of war was grown customary." When Philip would have put 
Spaniib garrisons into someof their towni; aud fur thesake of their admitting 
them quietly, gave the command to the Prince of Orange and Count Egauid : 
they told him plainly, " that ail the brave stands they had made against the 
power of Franit, availed them but little, if they must at last be enslaved by 
another foreign power." Puff. " The hatred of the people, the insolence of the 
troops, with the charge of their support, made them looked upon by the in- 
habitants in general, as the initrumrnts nf tbeir opprtniou and ilavtry, anJ net tftiiir 
di/ciice, -whin B ^^rural piaee bad Ifft iLtin m inm\ei : and therefore the States be- 
gan here their complaints, with a general consent and passion of all the nobles, 
aa well as towns and country. And upon the delays that were contrived or 
fell in, the states first refused tu raise any more monies either for the SpamarA 
pay, or their own standing troops ; and ihe people ran into so great Jcipair^ 
that in Zealand they absolutely gave over the working at their dykes, ja^rMv 
tbi iia Is gain ntry liJi afoH thi ipgnlry, and resolving, as they said, rather Co ha 
devoured by that element, than by the Spaaiib soldiers ; so that at last the king 
consented to their remov:il. Another grievance was the appointment of aetir 
juJga, i aud thoie absolutely depending on the king, &c." 



1 Admiralty courts. JtitJi-TilaKd, court for enforcing the statute of 3_j 
Men. S.Act for regulating the fitntramtnt at MaiiMbmaii-£aj. ActfoT admi- 

'Kration of justice, &c> 
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• arguments of the illustrious patriots of those tiraea» 
to whose virtues their descendents oive every bless- 



" OKANviut, ttnined np to tke higlutt hit master's authority and the «- 
emdoo of hii rammandi, while the province* were resolne to protect the U* 
hcrtiet of their conntrf , against the adminion of tfaii new and arbitrary judlea- 
tare, u m Um w a *• ail aKtunt J«m and ai Hmt tftbtir teantry. The kiDg at last eon- 

aentedtoGRANviLLt's receu. Then all noise of ^lAMtnt/ and fumv/f was n^/w/- 
«/. Bnt quicklf after the lamt cauudt were resumed. The diiiurhMat then 
pcw'grtaltr tianhfiri. But by the pmdeoce and moderatioo of thcdutchen 
(tf Fanaa, the governess, the whole estate of the province* was restored to its 
fbnner peace. TUs dutches*, and the duke of Aria, one of the chief minister* 
is 5/ui, thought and advised, that the tbcm PiitcNT piack or thb pbo- 
viNcxa aooHT not to be invaded bv new dccasioki, dot the royal au- 
thority lessened, b; the king being saade a party in a war upon hii subjeosv— 
Bnt the king was immoveable; he dispatched ^foa into the low country at the 
head of teiliwidW veteran Sfamih and IiaHantioopi, under die command of 
theiul!^n',whichthewaisof Ciari!uthe fifth, or P2iA]^ the second had bred 
np in Eiirtft ; which, with ivia tbmiaad more in the provinces, under the com- 
maad of ao old and renowned a general aa the tiuke of Aha, made np ■ force, 
which nothing in the Uv> launtrki could look in the hce with other eyea, than 
of aattmishment, snbmisiiion or deifw. This power was for the attuUmct tf 
tit gr v tr mu , the ixetulitatf tht lavu, llae>iippraiiiigxaipmuhmgilH'w\io had 
been aalhft or/amailart of the late dhtariaatii. ^ On ht9 arrival thegovemct* 
having obtained leave of the king, retired ont of the provbee. The duke of 
Aiva was inveitcd in the government, inHb prtneri mner iefirt gmn It any g»- 
virmr. A council, called ttt auuiltf ileaJ,l wu erected for the trial of all 
crimes committed agaiiul the Iting'i aaihtriljt "Hie towni Stomached the breach 
tfiktir elarttrt, the people of their tiiertiei, the knight* of the goMcn fleece the 
ibarter aflbar wdtr, by thuie xno and adiayt csurtt ffjmEcatiirc ; all Complain of 

iheoluwf ^<^j(dJ«j,'''af the ufrwiWuit ^ami«,bnt allin Tiin. The king 



k See speeches in parliamenr, and preambles to the late act*. 
I See Dote in page 367. 

'" Frequent disulutiau* of assemblies —and their total oseleaHieN, if parllS' 
meat taxes us. 
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iiig they now enjoy, apply witli inexpressible force 
land fippo«itene«9, in maintenance of our cause, and 

u -wltK ha h^ ilaunniiifil. A^ra wh in l>I« natiLca 
h 1 be new unf ww Octh lad brivc, and doiroui of n» 
I |Ui( M nuacb m ■ nbcUwo in the wuDirf. The people were cnn^iJ, 
|;tnt nrni ud unhfiilfftl &U wu tieiri aa4 frtitHs ttmfiicnihm uid 

jiyriinriTl , Ufa/ au4 Wnr; intalaui Uld JyftliwH ; f aaiAaatU 

1 mctnud, and nudjtil^ rfvn^,-. The mallrr brenehci were lopt aS i 
put i the gmt oOM were longer a hewing down. C^uut Egaoni mi Hm, 
iMeJ WTcnl naotlu ; \m it length, in spite of all their (crvicei W Chtrin 
■iM fi/th, >ad la /'ii£f, tt wtO u oT [heir new mcriti in quieting «f the p(»- 
VMe*, wd «C M gml *ti[i|<I>t4(ioat *■><] Liitcrccuaoiii u were mailc in their {>• 
^HNU, boihi in ^11 tnd Fl^xin, thf y were pubL'tly beheaded at Sriisri!i, nliich 
' wcaicd Id brctk UI piticocc in the people; end bj their end to giTe tlm^ 
' wroiDOiiww k bcgicntni;. whitb c»k £iir>>^ w mvch blood, and ^/au 1 1 
|»n of the low roiiBtry provincei. The war begun, jUm hid aijirtt 
' noon*. Moreii with no r^inwrt, trrirified witli do threiti from a irrfrji mJ 
irjr^J people, and thinkinff Oo me^rmrei or f^rmt weee acy mor^ nctpcuary ^d 
' fee obtO'Tcd in the pro?ine£i; hepMteodi grtiUt Mmi Rreoeceuuybr tliej 
sad rrwuii of hii mtlariimi aooft tKco were am^lJj jrattJ aptm lit ^'li 
f¥*l* if il* ritif" ^ tit frtviACH ; / NfltjHwt our ministers haye ag»ii) jjnpro*- 
t£ VpOD fiiSf'* ; for they luve taxed ui, wittiajt ca^kiiig reqiii^i.j o And 
ihcrt^ure denuuidia gencri) ux of the himclredih put uttraay mati'i tilaiei 
to l« rii»cil a/ OK* .- dtid fir Itt/rlmrf, the twentieth of »J1 jjoolov^lile. «id ih* 
cigbteeoth dE all thsi wu told. The stain with niiicb reluctiaiiqi mnKQI to lb* 
firu, 11 3, tluDg (hat t'ndcJ at oncC' They pttilkn lEie Ving, itt wltmit rotm 
dnw out the year io etioteKi, lomeciiaei itiiiniKhCiil, eoswtlines kunibl^ < 
the giovcrnor : till the duke, impaFlEnt at dcLf. <aDKI the tJid, viilttU i 



" Another tdrauase ihe Brllki miitiibm have orer the Sjt^tiiii in dcptk 
Til policy, i> very remarkahle, 5/#/" w" a great empire. TTie L-ow Countrie* 

a mere »pecl[, romparcd with it. Spuin was not a maritime state chat depend- 
e-d upon thi^m fur the svpply of her rfvenue. Had thty been sunk in the "ea, 
•he would Kartily have felt (hi Ion- Her proipcct of tuceeu was alwow ter- 
tH:n. fi-.irs!/', her then inveferatc enemy, cihavisled by a civil war, and di Tided 
iQla twu powerful p^riie&. Every drcuinsianiie ii dirtctiy the reverse to Grinl- 
BriLiia in her preaent eumest wiJi the ciiltntes, " 5Lij;nii3eni verifiumuH j 
igncm tcciic Lojicere, et ioJKto fpatlum oiodum^c. Staiuere, non (i&e in < ~ 



in refutation of the pretensions setup 

forgetful posterity, over their unhappy colonists. — 

Confiding in the undeniable truth of this single po- 



tjthi ilatri, to be pulJittiJ. The pcop-le refiifi It fay ,- tike trldttri Itegin 10 llvj 
kyfirce s the tfvrnJinen atl ihmt up fLjir ihapt i tht p™f^ ™ '^ tviatry ^nt^ar tht 
mar lit I SOU net so mitcb as BriaJ ^aimtil is to be liought in the taws. The 
duke ii enmgtJ ; Calls the loUuri In aria^ -, and coramands several of the ialial)!- 
tUtM lElorjfmrJ tic faymrnhjXa It hanged that V^rf nijht aJKH Itcir jign ftrh i 
which roVTMnot ihc obatbacy of chcpcojlc. AndtiinB tbt cgiari aai Ibi piarda 
mrt rt^j to t^in tie imkuIuiii, when aewi comci to town oFclie t&klngof the 
Sriil, ty the C.;.«, " ind <if the «p«talion that had givtu of a suddca tevoli 
in the JiroviDCiE of HtVanJ. 

" Tbit B^ncjtpc-cted blow itrvclt clu^ duke <if Alva^ and ^artfiting the ant^ 
funaj of il, because he knew ilie stubble was drjj, and now he found the fin 
iira.1 fiilirn in, he thought it an ill [!mc to make an end of the tragedy Jo Bra^ 
iani, 'whilst a fleW siene was opened la fljjl.iird ; and so gWiug oner for the 

preieaC his (lu/i ajid Himr/on/, appIJN Iiii iFioughtB to ihr KupjiresEiaii of thit 
new cncmf thut liroke in tipan him from the ic;a> And asio began that great 

CamlnOtiQIl in ihc Lc^ Cmrlria, which n.-^rr rnJr:J\nit in tKf loSs of tlliiK ^rO- 

vincei, when the death ttf the raj:d govertimEtit gave lift to 3 new cunnLOU- 
wcJth.-' 

cElMemtiiuii upon the united pkovi^ce; of tli<: NtlitrlanA by til ffif- 

/uat "Trmfle. 

^iilif nnd hifi junti> of cabinet nun LSt^ra chough t themarlTe* no douhl worf 
wiM, and politic as io maujf ATjiLluv,!:. Bui what say*, and will lay man- 
tiad as long as the mEniorjr ■of tbote event! is preserved,' That tlieif tounKJi 
were despicable^ (.heir motirci ilct<^t:dile, and their nibikU like tbooe di:KrilKd 
hj the btfliop ef LtriiU, that exactly rc&cntbUd lh« hont* of ilit ecnvi in bis 
country — A'/l/r, '< ian^acid tmtfi," 



" Bisfiri—ihtj were called M in CDiiMttiiM, whm tlwy foiilnfj. Thp pe«- 
pk theTcupaiv asiumeil thut iiiuiie, peihiipt tu keep up cbc memury of an iniuli 
Knuiaaal iy licit laja/ty. 
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wtion, iKatt ** to live by one man's f iviJI, became 
the cause of ail men's misery," they generously 
suKrrcd. -And the worthy bishop before men- 



f JMir. ** Fcr ■ man tv Iro Mw>r at iuiU or bit liberty, I cin ncvir i^m 
|» It. It ii ft imirt, ut uU lautd in tU ItiHnii." 

SjiGcdi of ta S)kMrJ Cale.- 



^Jlitm ti ^mltM — M milulwr,t*mn mkrriimm «f, [hum: ij Tclil.~ 



I 



-■■ Tbc/rw. 



Know n»gatli tjnimj.' 



Xbwi. 



The whole coimrry of the kvcd tTa/ffrf Pravhica 1% ool u lar^ ai one half 
«f PouujtvMia i aod vthxa ihej btgan llieif CQAtnt wi(Il ALt/^ thcKpood ftr 
ihar libeitj, contained about u m^Qf iohabitiuiti » are now in the proTuu 
Vt MfMatlmHttt'Btj. Pbilifi empire iticncompiehcndcdin £urD/f,aIt &fti» 
AHi] Parivgal^ ihe two SiiiHijf and such provinces of iLc Zom Covmirw ajaidhd* 

ed la him — manjr islandt of imponaace in the McJlicmufaii — the MUatnt 
ud OUB) ottitricrf valuable loritorict ia /fio/7 aoU eleewWrc. Id i^rfc^inJ' 

Jfrla, aD the ffDmioioCB bclon^ng to Saairw and P^rt"^!- — in ^vtrLa tli-q mi- 
mcnic Mumrici subject to ihote iwu Uinigdemt, uilh all dieir treuum ud 
jHunuliauitcd mines, and t'hc Spaxiii M'eil'Ia£ti, His armlet vrerc tuimenxu 
U^ Vettru , rti:elleatlj' officcied, aR4 rgnimaftde^ by thfl ttioM renowned gt- 
ncnli- So ^cat wai their force, that during tlie wart in the Xein Cavmtria, 
hii tominandci inchii/ihe prluce of /"ufffa, marthed iwicc iuLo /»jji«, inJ 
obliged that gn:>l general and gloriong ling: Jf""y the fuurt]), la rfitc 4( «[>' 
time tlic liege of Pariit and at another, that of Roan. So cnniidemble was lie 
asYftl power cf PtiJip, th^i in. the mldai of the same Wiiri^ he ftitcd mc li!i 

£tt*ilal armeJii til liiVIbdc Lughnil. Yet scvtS little ptovijlCcg, or camiitit tx 
we ihouldcillchnn, inspired by one g-enercu! rctoiucio c - ■■- " to die free, ru* 
ther Uiui to live ulavu," not only bjfilcd, bul Ifouvht donn iuto i)ic duft, 
ccunucui power, that \aS. contended far tiolvcrid empu'e, atid for lidf 1 
iury. wai the terror of the world. Such in am^ijjig (hange iiideod took plaee, 
iliac thcK pruriacct aftuwinb actually protnud S/iain agaaa. the power of 



^ 
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tjoned, who, for strenuously asserting the princi- 
ples of the revolution, received the unusual honour 
of being recommended by a house of commohs 
to the sovereign for preferment, has justly observ- 
ed, that misery is the same, -whether it comes from 
the hands of many or of one. 



*' It could not appear ro/trrn^/f to him (meaning 
TUT. M<fokei\ author of the ecclesiastical policy) to 
lodge in the governors of any society an unlimited 
autbority^ to annul and alter the constitution of the 
government, as they should see fit, and to leave to 
ihe goiicrned, the privilege only of absolute sub- 
jection in all such alterations ; * or to use the 
parliamaitary phrase, " in all cases luj^raisoeuer.''* 



\ 



From what source can Great-Britain derive a 
single reason to support her claim to such an enor- 
mous power ? Thiit it is consistent with the laws 
of jtaturet no reasonable man will pretend. That 
it contradicts the precepts of Christianity, is evi- 
dent. For she strives to force upon us, terras which 
she would judge to be intolerably severe and cruel, 
if imposed on herself. " i^iriual representation^''* 
is too ridiculous to be regarded. The necessity of 
a supreme soi>ercig}t legislature internally superin- 
tending the whole empire, is a notion equally unjust 



• Huablit'e <iU»e. oil gpvcmnKBt. 
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and dangerous. *' The /rc/rnrf (says mr. jnstic 
MJackHenetSpcaking ol' yamts the first's rc'ign] for 
which arbitrary measures, was no other than the 
tthakts rtEA of the necessitit op unlimiti 
POWERS, in works oi evident utility tothe-f publK 
tlic stiprcme reason ubovc all feasons, which is the 
salvation of the king's lands and people.*' TJ 
-nas not the doclriiie of Jatnes at\\y. His son 
happily inherited it from liim. On this Himse 
foundation was built the daim of ship-money, he 
Kor were there wanlingtnen, who could argue^ from 
the courtW text, that parliaments were too stupid or 



f Willi n Ji unnuth wcitia nujr ihc moit drcidTiLl dui^i be ^esti tt* 

* There toe Mue raeik Aha call eril, good, ui4 bitter, >wct>- Jaiiin, i> 

, ftfiilarity KoAJacliui" Pari. hlit> 8. 



" Aman^tall not UDprojiKbly ■pcndhiinMriernplatHiO, dm uponihiioa 
tioil tonudtrt the mclhi>d of Godrijus^tKc (a nietkoJ tfrtilily ri;inark;ib!i 
mznj pjutagci, and opoD manjpcrHiii^wEucIi «c shall b< compelltd ra r;nie 
\a in thU dlK^crK,) thai tliesunc pnnci|)ti:9, nod the niticappIicaiioD of iIkM' 
jirinciplu ihouU b« uitd lo the wrutiog ill urttxeX^ power Stoat the < 
which the aama had a liitlc Ijefore made we of for the extending iw nod 
ty anil ppwer, ityciiJ i('i tiimJi, If ihi frrjudUr of lit jiiit rigUli if iMt lu^titt • 
StrrrotU VtCtetrTV wa» thea thoa^iit gryMinf cmmgh to creioe a p[nver,and 
a bare mcrminl cf llirl naiitily Eo begei a practitc M nqMu-ii ^tialhiK Ibey littAt 
taavtnKtl upon ihc iulijccc, ty wrila of j/rt^-jniinrii DCTcr tcfore known, iioiJ & 
mpposi^d necCBsit/now, and 4 bare mrmcHt of that bctcssjty^,]^!* confidendy, 
and more latally, concjudi^d 3 good, ^rcmid ta cxcluile the creitvn fTora the lue 
d( U17 ponce, \>j in ordinin(e ncrer before hvard of, and, the mne masim t£ 
•■ <a]iu pojiiili lupreina lei," which had been oied lo ihs infriiigiog the lilxitf 
of the one, made uic of foe dcrtniyJng the righu of ihc other." 

LiOtd Cl^iiui/aa'shix, boBk. 5, p<tgc> J4* 




I 



too factious to grant money to the crown, when it 
was their interest and their duty to do so. This 
argument however^ was fully refuted, and slept 
above a century in proper contempt, till the poste- 
rity of those, who had overthrown it, thought fit to 
revive the exploded absurdity. Trifling as the pre- 
tence was, yet it might much more properly be 
urged in favour ofa single person^ than of a muiti- 
tude. The counsels of a monarch may be more se- 
cret. His measures more quick. In passing an 
act of parliament for all the colonies, as many men 
are consulted, if not more, than need be consulted, 
in obtaining the assent of every legislature on the 
continent. If it is a good argument for parliament, 
it is a better against them. It therefore proves 
nothing but its own futility. The supposed advafi- 
ta_ges of such a power, could never be attained but 
by the destruction off realbeneftSt evinced by facts 
to exist without it. The S'H>iss Cantoris, and the 
United Provinces, are combinations of independent 
states. The voice of each must be given. The in- 

""f TliUB ihc putrioM of Cbarki'i dnya argued " It is not, ihat ilil}-mmiy 

lialk been, Icoicd npoo ui, but it », that t^crslij' BKIp-mooey i> dainuJ, which 
ii the gift and lAiueaT rcNST OF AtL WE HAVE ; it ii not, ihat out per- 
MM h»Ye been impriioiicd, for the payment of ^hip-nioncy, liiitiliac our rti- 

tOMS .Uld tivtl arc, upon the lami grtuniafltte dclivcrcil up tiJ loi'W amlflcJ- 
nrt. Il id, that our BiHTti-iiciiT ia dfstraycil, andtbat there hath been an 
aidavnnr lo reduce Ui lo » Innn- ilaii (ijir vltiaimip^. The Irad migtl tal hii 
nlLv* <I« baut CI de boneiini^hl irnprlMD him, but — hii liti Vfwiii fwni 
rat lAw i-KCiTKRii aiM that." l.nrJ Claru^. 
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stanct of t}iese colonies may be added : for stating 
the case, that no act of internal legislation over them 
had c^xrr been past by Grcai-Brhain, her wisest 
&Uitesincn would be perplexed to sheu% that she or 
the colonies would hiivc been less flourishing than 
tlicy now arc. What benefits such a power may 
produce hereafter, time will discorer. But the cqIo- 
nics are not dependent on Great-Britain^ it is sai^^ 
if she has not a supreme unlimited legislature ov^^ 
iheni. " I would ast these loyal subjects of tJie kin^j 
(says the author of a celebrated invective again^H 
U8)t what ki«g it is, they /jru/t-y^ themselves to 
be loyal subjects of? It cannot be his present most 
gracious majesty, George the third, king of Great- 
Britain, for his title is founded on an act of par- 
iiameni, and they will not surely acknowledge that 
parliament can give them a king, which is of all 
others^ the highest act of sovereigntj% when 
deny it to have power to tax or bind them in 
other case ; and I do not recollect, that there is 
act of assembly, in any of the colonieb for settling 
the crown upon king H^iltiam, or the illustrious^ 
house of Hanoisr *." " Curious reasoning thiai 



)fall , 

1 

sanf I 



i See Dou att these wnrdi " ThercTore l power of ngidttuig our 1 

ifl^oWcs A^t Id it the idta of ^ ^upreniE: l>egLsL.turc CVCT Ubi'' 

■ " The c^rvuttty bctwc-iin Grci I- Britain and her coloniM reviewed-'* 
I^rnfd grntlcman who wraCe lIus piece, lisa iliought ptop«r id quit his \ 
ment, iicp out of hi* ■way, ptrMnilIy abuu and Beversly MUefc the writer of 
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It is to be wished the gentleman had " recollect*, 
d" that without any such *' act of assembly," 
mne of the colonists ever rebelled. What act of 
arl'ianiciit Is here mennt ? Surely not the 1 1 th cf 

M " rormet'i Letters," Hia prjjitipal gbjetiions are the fgllowing, and the 
■jwcrs here giv;n may pL-rhajisln; mflick-ni la shew wiik wliai fori't Iiia ahi- 
cliDnsaiegcacrdl}' uracil, ist. He Eayn," ihe writer of ihclctteis^tcU Mi 
lAt tiic drsn-bacLs which arc uUDVicdon (oiitt at ude^ upiui cIieIt eiportation 
■oni £«gUiid, atiiDum to mure money than ill the tiuties together wtikh are. 
lid tiftja thcni on thtir arnvnl in the calonicGwill priiiliice, 1 lidicvE it it the 
It time (bat the Colouift of any state haVe cotnplaiaC'i at the injustii:; of the 
lOthcT CDtintrji in laying laie^ upnn t&em, which were not ii(piifutly Bijivf, 
ir wu it ever before discovered that the proper meaciH to redress cbe ^rlevan- 
'1 of any people, were to iMWJirfiflV *j«j" Page l6. Anniir. Thetmthof 
ic uKTtinn in the leticri a not denied. It u assumed, by the ujthor of the 
COD travels/," a^ the fnundatJQn of Lis orgiuiieat. If tliea, parUanicnt would 
ivc raitf d mmt rioticj, " /31 ilvfpin^ the drawtiacfc!, than Iiy laying' tile dutie» 
t be paid in the cotonics,'' wiy were they laid !* From tcspcct for parliaaicnt 
mutit he suppoBcd, they were laid fcr iimt purpose:- It was not for thic aake of 
le moiKy- For what then? To ettahlish a precedent fur W*ijv^thecoloiij«, 
tyalhc writer of the Iclceri. The lutliar of the comroYcrsy does not deny 
; but cntcri inta a dis'ertailan upun the mere and the liir, which is not the 
lint in question, adly. The writer uf llie letters laya., that '■' aji ad t/jujTUa' 
lot cDititiiiDiling ui in do a certain thing, if it has any validity, '13 a Ux upon 
^_i, for the ixftnif P that ateruvs ia qou.pljing with it." In reply to thii, the 
athut of " the roatroveny" cumncnilci many instance* of sovcrciEnty jv^kA 
tj tie abmifi ii txptnct, vihkh he auppo5ca m»y be Irgilly exccei»ed wituik 



P Thii tcmencc related to (lie diswilntTiHi of the assembly of A'iw-Je'-*, for 

It eomplying with the act of parliaracui foi supplying tlie- IfDopa. Las; 

lalon of piirliami/nt an act wis pasacd fur the iitore «ni«aJi«B< q^(Btt^^lng of the 
roops in .Imrriat, li is not yet come nvrr ; but deserves the jiccntion cf tlir 
dIooiiu, wen if jthasuot the rcmariittbli-- feature:, ihrt diitingiiiih tbe ptodue- 
loDi of ihc ta»i acisioii. 



■( Klcrn, piige T7. 
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Henri ihc seventh, chapter the 1st, in favour of i 

Vxn^ dc fccta. Probably the 12th and 13tli of 

fflUiam the 5cl. chaptir the 2c!, " for the further 
Uraitation oF the crown, 8tc." is intended. Aiid,U 



■fk««te<n*' BV ACT er 9ahjmu*vt' Pigt* ftj. 34- Aif^urr. Tht pto- 
Mffy cf thU ruppOMliun i> dcuicd. inil (cintina to be proved. " AlisuiiiiEiM 
Wd CMimAcI)<H»" i-re pIcDtlfnllf attributed to Uu writer of the l«TC<:n, it- 
iMU^ hi wdl uat MknawleJ^ tltit the power of pirliamcat " la rcgiilitc 
tisJt.&cd prurrrc die toancctioD ol the whoU empire iaduc order." bvalvt^ 
la U t po"i cr to ■* »"■ lh« colooks," er '* to put them 1 iwj jx^aiii,"' jmrlii* 
tecBl ihattfliati. A pcnon of iodi Ufadt; aa the aathor of tiK coDtrovoiT, 
nught pltinl] lufC pi-rtei»ci!,if hii rtscntmtnt hid oot prejudiced fci) eaudot, 
H<,U tX-K writu of the l«t<n, wis unwilling m five up any polni. which Ii! 
Km lbiM][tiI LHCiitiil [ultlcfccfdooianil A'c1f;te of hbtanatry.zadal (liciamc 
tint* WM ** wmdllnK to fnwoK Vt]* new subject □( disputes Jusiljr bai ' 



• " Uvitf »et»nn "lidl tnugitw tW 1i^ iintoTer*, in thnc lectcn, llit I 
iTuUkc v(t)ie4epai>lc»cc ol ibcK <pli>"i" t>aGr,afS,itaint T btgt!ia,[>ii(Ji| 
Mn will tiM fiVBi ftoy jndgmciit on fjrlinLir n^nviic-u, due will tnnjidir I 
IMw rj iMtLc IrHrrt UiM Ing^irr. In that csic, I iiutn tiiy»«if, that evcrj U»- 

r^juUiijed readier will Im ,^viii.-jJ, that lhI^ tru« intfruts di Crtni-Sin'laui ut 
ieu ID lue, u tkry ocghi to 'b< (a every gosd subjiict. 

* HI itnBD HirAiiji.di ia iny thins.itisiniiiy italfor \he f>rr/i/tuiil , 
■f lIiiK coltmics onilicij mo-ther coutilry. — A Juptodrnce faunJcdoni 
ioKfiiJ. the toBtiimircc of which ■can be Ktiircd only by mutual nJrtA 
ITltccTMc it li, that with, citrcnic apjirt hcjultiw I view itli' smaller lec ' 

Blent, wltiih are unwarily ».-atlr(cd abroid. f^Tfty or iiV^ years will 1 
Ulili'g iller.itloiis in ihcac dolonif j ; and tXus coDAidcirarioi] rhoitld ri 
dntuwiucu of Urnl-Britjin Diorc and Dii>rc ta cultiviite ifuc good dif 
|Myi^«f>^ h(t ; but the uij&forLiicc: h, that ih-oie grml m.'n who uc 
MSCi^ for pQWt^ ft hoQif, thinli dicmi-clvci vct^~ slightly intfreueJ in . 
Mu^prrltj of ihcir couKm-^^y or 'iv^v y^ars hence, tut are detply CMCe 
In biuWil^^ U[> a fopabt dittuoUI foe >U)l]1(i(.ed imurjiatc ad^txtagci. 

" Fur my purr. Iri^ud Cffuf-A/idfn a»a WiojcJ. bappily 6kJ b« 
ihcK. (olooiri laJ ihc pgwtrful nadunsof E,ini,i. Ihai klngi-toni remaining 
lafe, w-c, iiniler its pjotcction, injoying pvuci!, may difiuE:: ilic bltsiingi nf 
religion, tiLcnec, onil liberty, ihtou^h rcmule wtlilerncuct- It ii ihecefurt^ in- 
tuiUsililily om lii.^, and t>ur jj/.-inf, to aupfort the streflgtli of Orial-£rSiai*i 
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it Imagmcd, that the words " dominions and terri- 
tories thereunto belonging" in that statute, form his 
majesty's title to the sovereignty of th^se colonies I 
The omission of them might have looked odd; but 



author or iht CDHtravertf obuTTed^-^that " it W'O'uId be cndleu to trace (hii 

ioiViae ai Uxa timgi g/l lif fn-"^"""!'" p'g'i- 93. sHj. The writer of the 
]etl«rt 3a;«, " we actai much dcjieadeut on Grint-Sriuia, as a pETfectlf free 
pBOplccan bcan3iii>thi^r." On this the author of the con [rovers/ kindly -obscrret, 
(bat " it is a pity the ItoraeiJ editor ^lIi« Engl'nii editor, it is supponcdj hia not 
given ilie jiulilic a diiscnauoa au Chat most ingeniaui and instructive pasiage." 



When (rmidiiig in that ttrength, die beg^n* to forget fi-em nhecn it itcte, 
it will be an eisy thing to thew the soupct. She may rfadily lie rt-niindcd of 
the loud olami iprcail among lier nif rchant? cud tradesmen, hy the nntveTsal 
aiwciatioD of these colonics, at ihc time of ihc it.i}fip-iici,rtot to import any of 
her mufiu/iicttircj- 

" tn ibe ycsr 17 iS, the Suiihur and Swe^ri entered bto an agreement, nol 
to Differ Griat'JtriUia m eiport anf naiitl ilurts from their doniinioni hut In 
KnitigH or SvK'li'li shipt.and at tbcir own prices. Crc^t-Briuin waa diitrcBSfd. 
Piltb and lar rose tn iLicr fovJi <i barri;). At Ungth «be diought uf gctdii^ 
ihctti irticlts fcotn the cobiies; end the sUrmpt roc«eding, they fcU down to 
jF/f^fl j^r^iiH^j. Id thf year I 7j6-, Gretti'S^ii^fn w^a threat ctac-d. witlL an invsAtpoi 
A" ea<tfrly wind hlawing fot «iit veek«, the cauld not man her fleet, an^ tbc 
whole nation was thro*n into thf mmasl-^i^nstcrnalion, TIio windclianged. 
Th« j-!mrri ,ra Aips itrivcd. Thf fl?e! sailed in ten ot fifteen days. There 
arc some other reiiectiorBOQ this siilijcct, worthy flf the most delihcrate atten- 
tion bf the Sriliii parliament ; but they are of such a nature, that I da not 
ehnote to mcntioD theni puhiidy. I tboughr ii my duty, in the year r^6j, 
while ihf rl.'mfl'ail wa« in suspt'oce, to nrtte my ietitimenu to 3 gentleman of 
great intlueTice at h time, who iTtcrwarda djttin^ui&hcd hiEnself, bycipouutijr 
nur utut, ill the dcbatu concerning the repeal ol that ict. 



If the authijr of " ihc concroTeriy" had ssen the leiter aboTe referred to, 
be would have foundiChic, the diiTercnce bcrwC'Cn ih« I'KEicoaATivc in Cruf' 
Britain itnd in timer'i^^^ and the eiercise of intern^i ttgijlutiem by pRirliainent 
over ttl4 colvnictl, ^ith roMC ^ther ^niT^ts chereia mfniionedi 'vecrc represented 
if] the EitrungCbt term^ the tt'rat-ft of the letters Could uaCf ilBtiinjust, and CUT* 
tualy lending in s few yrar^ to pruduet the Jcepe^t diEeanteCts. The litlK Is 

at 1«ii;^th eome, when lilcnee En. Aturiiii cm these siibieeti would be nupid or 

criminil- 
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irhat force is added by their insertion ? The 
cmcnt of the crown of En^Iaml, includes the sctJ 
cmeni of tlic sovereignty of the colonics. Kinj! 

*ffWiam is mentioned and will the genilcman. 



}~ t Kue being ilcpcnJeai, and fct pttic^iXf (rcc," and tlicir icmpcrit ■■ 

[fcinji I HI llut tbfff would be tootrnt vrirh lll^t dvgric ii frciioBi, whjfhii 

ilcwttb I dcpendeni-e. If ilicprn[>ouii(>a puixln BtUrii uiidrntmcl- 

larv't iiipfMumtiltvbc, beuuiw Britmt will eul: giie thcai^l'v»(lic troulilc 

In (Insk uf tty dcpca Jcoce, biti o( »ci a* udetfrucitVf of all iTstAala j choug 

ihif tb^mdvtt »t dqifiulsit inioniemnMmoaetbns. 4l]r. Thewnccft 

I'riu Icnm Mj* " dtaanief be niud upon ut b; Mfro-x-wbhouioui cod 

-S»rMir4ctcMc, clMMiiirbaarclhejiidjIcsifl lf«}ing it muM aLta W ttie jodg 

htmfiAjvtgiu (Or cttHsi^cLvcE, (be mime;, ui/to beiaken [ratnmfbtf 

, dtCinc*, «M;> i« / mf ltyiJ to >aur iff/uf^. Wc nuy be ' diaiiKd in b; i Iilf^ 

' fortifiulioiu obliged to pay Ihr the building and nuintBiaing chcin— i 

be I«ld ■!»' tl>nr >rc fin out dcfeaccj With whxi face oio vie dilate i 
iv-X •flw bavinj granted lli*T tbos* who '•['fly lbs moDCT-, b(.4 » right <o J 
Jr ' For mrdy it iimtirli euicr for tlidr wisdom lo uDilentandhnM' taijipiT 
it is the beat muuiict, ihui lion to kry it in llic beet cnajincr. ^ntdalKc 
TIEkt <4 Ic'T'ing it <■( iiiCuitciji marc (ontc^ucncc liian iJdj i^ "fP^J'"!- '^ 

feofk of £ii^**d, wliu w«uld btiru due into fucy if ib« crown ibuuld attempi 



' Tlic/"-ff^ii'"rWT of ihl^incaiarc taVingplact, IS cnrfirmeil by the Ca 
billi a politic-iL device m ntraordiiLai Ji as to ctcitr ^arprisc cvcu ia thoac 
Ifinbtt h!io live io the y-tar i ; ,-4. By thin bill, it lo buiI, the U^UUtive p 

ii lodged in tbc guvernor and a fe» lueii, Dot ici* llvan *tvciH£cn nw 

than iwcntj-ihrec, 9(>jK»>ntcd and rc:noveatk \^ (Kc crown -, aiid thr go*crti- 

m^nt hcconies whnUjr nulilJiy. Trlili tyjurj are abolislled, thisugh multi- 

(ui]c< of £;rj.'ij£ tubjt'tti Hi^ttlcd there on the an courage ji teat ^iven l>y ^^H 

Iting't p^ocUmalloft in T78J The Frrn:L lawj are fr-iiat^J, and irltiij i^^^f 

try aA lilt ij.-i sftl-rtr dsianiti a added IQ Cjjf.n^i, and fut unfir li-r tjirr iot;jSd^^ 
amtninri!. Thii is inJei^il. to lie ■■ iLaieei m," Nothing ia Wjnling la etjra- 
plet* the I'lan, but n\ii money. 10 defny lii eipdice of erecting itra*g 
iimoiit! irnr woods and •m^iriahi, and to bribf out !nJi,mi ,- iiid th^n the f^| 
•inn of" ^al'mjsur i-atrdi iiOo plov^b'iiiarij" will be rcWer-CftiD an rTtraotd 
ry ni:Lnnrii for our " pkugb-«baiei" wiUfuniuL die very " &woTd»" llial J 
(u cul uur Qwii ihtuati. 
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venture to say, that William was not king of Eng- 
land^ and sovereign of these colonies, before his 
title was " declared" or " recognized" by '* an 
act of parliament ?" -The gentleman slurs over 

to levy money bj itt own luthoritj, have always aiugned to the crown the 
MffluaiitH of money." 

From these wonh relating to " application" the author of ** the Lontroweny" 
dednccs a " proof," that the writer of the letters is very deficient in " hi* 
Imowledge of the ccHUtitutioni" * &c. fi^xotr. Is thit treatment generoiuf 
In iDch queKinns ought the attack to be turned from the caiue to the ma» t 
The 'writer of the letters, pretends not to be distinguished, as a "critic on 
gOTcmment" nor for " justoets or elegance of compoution." ' Surely, even the 
KiUborof " the controversy"nnwt nowbeconTineedof hi* aversion to writing, 
Bi that peifoimance, with all " the justneas and elegance of its composisian, 
knowledge of the subject handled, and conitituiionjl learning displayed in it," 
and employed to pull to piecM the reputatioa of the writer of the Ictten, baa 
not rouzcd him during so many yean tince it« publication, to make a ungle 
effoit in vindication of hii character. Was it imagined, that every objection 
wuju3t, because not replied to } Many reaMtne, beeides a fear of encountering 
objections, may prevent an answer. In truth, he cannot be called a vohaucr 
author. He nnwr niD,and never DAKiD to write, but vAea the honor or interest 

of his country was assaulted when duty compelled every one to contribute 

what assistance he could in her defence and when he hnped, the cause 

would draw some kind of a veil over bis defects. He expected, he might e»- 
cape as the Spartan youth did, with some slight censure for engaging impr^ter' 
fy armed, but that his mative would excuse him from a severe one. How 
well founded the present reproach is, will now be cooudered. One would 
imagine, that a man of common sense on reading the foregoiug extract from 
the letters, would understand the writer plainly to mean by ** levying" the 
power of ** taKing"-^uidbj " opflyins" the power of " «>p/oyjHf" the money 



Page aj. 
' Pages 3J ind ij. 
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this case. His acil for the ** illustrious house of 
Banovfr" would be liitlc [^tified, by infering, 
ithat because (he two houses with the consent of tlie 
i(ion» maile a king, tbercfon the two houses can 



niKd ky axing i at in Whfr term*, the tt*mal t^im^l'rr al it. Th» meaning 
ii i*U<nl^— tlic cunciuuoo being txfrrti, thu " tf titrri txiiy be judg« is «^ 

fljif ttutarj , or tomiqEtNCEjf fw^ ietmphjaiKotit iujury" and ' 

tvilow Mmc tttUitr, in which it " may be ja cmpliijed." AU thit is < 

«]r>r. How than doc* ihe *ut ingcnioui genilenuo open biii nay id ihe 
' af (he Ictlcra. to five hun thii vi«lnit blow ? Bf a dexterity wonbyof 
xloa - — if jtitifiaUr< He bavfj w'^ of hi* (quotation, ail lie nwri^ ladosed. 
within the U>t crMchct. bcjioQiiig a< iht noidi " of tanirgneiut" and ending it 
ifac woTib" oar iiiaiie,'' li*t tbrvirdhtTiaad apouihiliry of doubt is tD^jcue 
' Wari " il)^y>^ut" Wkl Uied lalitmr mttia oS the «(ni«siaD iftipOMI 

' lane on the word^— ^nd then innitit, tray it tw raid, over i)i« lup* 
poted BiiMmkc of M]rb|;, " ihat the pcnflc of £i>£/i<ni tuvc alwa;iiisigae>I I* 
thcccown the sffti.aliim aimtiBej." 

'Wbat seoM &f M (fi^rj tnaj mipx to the word *' applicatinr," i* not thr 
vunl ^ but wbcihti the won], talm iaibal inuf -which the writtr nf thelctlcn 
4afirmi}f ■niicicd to itt i4 u»U ■hM frof" lify by him, nr whether h ii uf«I '■ 
f-ij nHiiAfr, ai to" pTDTC he k very deficient in h'l knowledge of the canni- 
luiioli f" By (idi word, as he defines it, poiitivcly a* language ran dcdanaaj 
jneiMiiog, he 'oiKa^itln aitf'l rxfrtutitart ai^'Umfiaym^' of moD-cy — aad» 
he reader ro be tricked out of tkai J^ithir, and jxitlhir ami fihitfflcd in, tnue- 

' to itnpcich a man'i dinractcr by ^ighi of pen I 

HAEOot the coDflitulioii " anigncd id the crown the wf«>>/ txfirii^uirt ani 
^piftymml of moDey f" U tlM thi> fOWct part oi liie ercrtillmr f Docs cot \&. 

juuiie Sib.'iijrM'ineBdon thii power, toshcw the TUt influence of the crown.'-- 
He psnicalarly taLct notice of it with respect to the army — in thcie ezprctu- 
OTiE — "^WiCdefil uhimatrly hy the pcoplcrhut l/aKrJiaitl-fhjfh^ erowri ; nlf 

»d by the «6wn ; offifercd by the crown; commanded by the erown." *■ 



■* 1 fiLACX«TOVK, jje. 
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make laws. Yet that conclusion would be as Jus- 
tifiable' as tbis^ — that the assent of the colonies to 
an election of a king by the two houses, or to the li- 
mitation of the crown by act of parliaiment, proves 



!■ not the word " application" used here too, not oaly properly, «/ itjiaei, 
byi properlj, im tcuutilutlBiial lenict 

True it is, that the word a sometimes used is if noninious with approfiriathii, 
thongh this latter seems to be the fittest word to mean the dnignatim of money 
to particular purposes in acts of parliament. Cauld it be possible, that the au- 
th(w of" the controversy" shoold imagine, the writer of the Iccten could be 
ignorant of such designation or appropriation 01 money by parliiitiicm, when 
one can scarcely open a book of statutes, without observicg them ? Parliament 
may accommodate grants of money to public necesnties — and may call ofliceri 
of the crown to account for money, hut these powers no more prove the actual 
txfaJili/rf and tmpkyment of money to belong to parliament, than the power of 
calling officers of the crown to account for injurious leagues, or declarations of 
war, proves the power of parliament to make leagues or to declare war. Besides, 
it being contended against the colonies, that the " levertigH fevur" u lodged 
ia kingi lorda, and commons, the some persons may tax and ixpaJ, to what ex- 
cess and in what manner TBir pleask, while the colonies wilt have no kind 
or coNTEOVL over them : and, that such an uwwi of those powers, is uncon- 
■tiCutional and dangerous to the colonies in extreme, was the point the writer 
of the letter inoffensirely ventured to insist on- 

Exactly in the sense here contended for, arc the words " appropmtion** and 
** application" used in some of the best autharities. Bishop £I!yi, in his tracts 
on liberty, page 31, says — " The parliament, at present, in granting mooey, 
does for the most part appnpriate it to particular services, whereby the apfiica~ 
liom of it is more effectually secured." " When any aids ar« given, the commons 
only do JHiJge of the necLSsities cf the crown, which cannot he otherwise made 
mauirestto them, than ty inquiring, how the money which hath been granted, 
aiid revenue of the crown, is txpcaJti and affliiJ,"" " Out of the aids given by 



" Words of the aaaerti at a confererce wi;h the l«rds. 

Ferliavinlary Li.-ftrv- 
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a right in parliament to hind the colonies by statutes 
** in all cases whatsoever." In such great points, 
the conduct of a people is influenced solely by a re- 
gard for their freedom and happiness. The colonies 
have no other head than the king of England. The 
person who by the laws of that realm, is king of that 
realm, is our king. 



titm tmft,^ ill th< comnioa prulb ot Lhc whole tnlm' mtxy Urjt mmi nfmaiiy, 
(hiring llw times of «ych hisvj tavci ujtoD ilic ]>coplr. linn Ivei Jmrttl under 
ihclMad oImwM mpvuh, uiil fur t-^itriit.tttimiin laifrttivu, &c." * 



I 



' bUw* wifurnean tlier* ut tn iKii fiuntnif pate, i]iat nrcd only hfr ' 
vlcuml.ta be irfutril ; tmc of trhkh.it ni»y1>c«iid,^ ■" precedent" ctnUi^ 
<il bjr thf r«(]N<fUlilf gentleman hlmit^U, cmi profurc pardao for the eiprtsa- 
«n, th«t " thcf ire not inciclcil to nolice." How could he venture to a««Tt ii 
bt dors <*i« — " the ^rf»,f •>( iht leiici* -wai w cidte ceKntuicnt in the m- 
lonie* agailiu their parrnt couTiny, uxita pudi them on to a ■cpara.lion Erea 
ba." Thtletlcn prtoe the cortmrj. Few men hafecKprcst a wiimer ital 
for tti5 coini«»ion, than the n-ritcr of iJiem ! V« hit r^f uiition U Co be W- 
UckMlan evei7 account, and achar^even oT iiiI<yiiJiy directly levelled again^ 
him. The ■iilhor i> vclmmc m take -whit other tiemi» he plearaa ialj 
liii rrpreheniioiii of the writer; but be ouf^hi nai to have denied bis Jnttf^jty. ' 
Their iMtnwtimi mutt wand the tat of 3. tribunil. That decides for tttHiilj. 
May ihcy thai appear cqtiiiUji puic. 



Tine indeed ere tliose words of twd CUrtaim. '' Let no honirst mi 

fhat J4 once entef ed. Itito the lI^tA, thlrk, ke cui bj* Emy lilciEl nr cnTnportfnent^l 
pTCvrni these conflicts ind iMauttti — liiit let him Itiok. ii;p()ti it ai a purjfitarr lie 

J* imtvvidiillj to pau throBgh ; and conrtanlly pcrlotming the duties of juJici 
intimity, ud upfijilntji, depend upon, pucvidenci, and time, for it vjndi<a»j 
lron4 
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A DEPEKDENCE * on the crown Rlld PAHtlA- 

ENT of Great-Britain^ is s novelty — a dreadful! 
avelty. — It may be compared to the engine invent- 
d by the Greeks for the destruGtion of TVoy.-f It 

fall of armed enemies, and the walls of the con*, 
jtutlon must be tlu'own down, before it can 

troduced among us. 

When it is considered that the king, asking of 
XugUmdy has a power in making laws — the power 
f executing tiiem-^- — of finally determining on 
•.ppeals — of calling upon us for suppIUs in times 

f ivar, or any emergency s-that every branch 

f the priregaiitie binds us, as the subjects arc 

ound thereby in Englajid and that all our in- 

rrcouise with foreigners is regulated by parlia- 



* Thk (vord " depenjriice" an applied to the watta cormeCWd with JT*^ 
w^, leaiiis to be a new uai:. It appcan tn have been introduced bto ibc 

IhgUQgC of ll^c lavV, by tkc comniQti'wealtli u£C of l&^O. A ^' dcpcn*!^ PCr: ofi 
'liimeDl" is still more modeTn. A ptoplf cannot be too cautroos xn gunrd- 
ig a^ian racli icraovinioni. " The crfdcDtialj oF the impcnaJ cinbiissidors to 

le Matn of NsUmriJ, Yjert directed — " laour faiibfal aiid htUrtd'' The wnrii 
to be very Idnd ; bnt the nutlout natn diec-DTered Fhu this was the 
tile of the unperial fhnliccfj in WTccinj^ 10 1I11; vjnaii <tj t%e rmfiirf. Thi: ^ues- 
tioa wai, whether the credenUalB ahoulci he n^TicA * atid it Hat Utged, that a 
wlunD cmliBssy ought not to he dissppoiiitpd.ror a few trlflitig word«. Bttt 
Ke naCct rfaolvcd tn scnii the:^ back unupencd, ivhich they AH. Olticr ccc- 
kniiali -nere tht* tavt, Mirhx preprf dlrectiOR; atld the Ahba<Ki dors wtrtf 
tU icccired." Arcun imp^ d«t. migt I96< 
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-Colonists may ** surely" be acknow- 



Icdf^fcd to speak with truth, and precision, in an- 
awcr to the "elegantly" cxprest cjucstion — " what 
king ft is," &c. by saying that '* his most graci- 
ous majesty George the third," is the king of Ert^- 

iand, and therefore, **■ rbf khi^^" they profe 

tlicmselves to be " iayal subjects ofP* 




We are aware of the objection, that, " if the 
king of England is tliereforc king of the colonies, 
^^hcy are subject to the general legislative authority 
of that kingdom." The premises by no means 
warrant this conclusion. It is built on a mere su 
position, that the colonies are thereby acknowledg- 
ed to be vjiilnTi ihe rcn/m, and on an incantatioi 
expected to be wrought by some magic force 
those words. To be subordinately connected wi 
England^ the colonics have contracted. To be su! 
f ject to the general legislative authority of that king- 
j dom, they nezcr contracted. Such a power as may 
be necessary to preserve this connfctJon she has. — 
The authority of the sovereig-iiy and the authority of 
controuling our intercourse with Jomign nations 
form that power. Such a po'wer leaves the colo- 
ries free. But a general legislative power, isno' 
power to preserve that connection, but to distress 
and enslave theni. If the first power cannot sub- 
sist, without the last, she has no right even to thi 
first, the colonics were deceived in their 
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tract- and the power must be unjust and illcrgal 
for God has given to them a better right to pre- 
serve theii- liberty, than to her to destroy it. In 
other words, supposing, king;, lords and commo'is 
acting in parliament, constitute a xvvereignty over 
the colonies, is that sovereignty constitutional Ijr 
absolute or limited? ThM slates without freedom, 
should by principle grow out of a frtc <>tate, !« at 
impossible, as that sparrows, should be produced 
from the eggs of an eagle. The •overcignty over 

the coloroes, must be * (imited. Heihd long 

since said, " half is better than the whole j" and 
the saying never wa* more justly applical>le, than 
on the present occasion. Had the unhaj/py Charter 
remembered and regarded it, hJs private virlueii. 
might long have adorned a throne, from wh!rh hU 
public measures precipitated him in lilood. Ta 
argue on this subject from other ioktances of par« 
liamcntary power, is shifting the ground, 'i'hfl 
connection of the colonies w ith England ^ '\% a po{nt 
of an unprecedented and delicate nature. It cun 
be compared to no other case ; and to receive a 
just determination, it must be considered with re- 



* " J^>^ 1 tcl tiri imfaita ml liltrm pfttOai, «rii <ht funrtitutinn til uur (7rr> 
Hrti -atitetton on tbe mitis<nt, ^i th-a '» !■«• onlr tiinfn»M lo ih« fi'-ilfln 
ot iiattirt,ofliBfrtj,tfraim,iii4 ofnm^.tnit ti*i alwxy»'been MMmailui ■•■ 
prc3« pwt «f tbC COMMON LAW of Ej^nd, CTcO whrn frrmtdlivr wm ar th 
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i**» ^\mtf^krmmm hs fUlns wall kt 
ana W fcg fc» -fa "nNwc^Mf a sacfe p» i< ikt 

'|iiiyfa,AniM— -fafc^iftiTcii^ k m^itliimj: 
)•> • palifial umapw h iii w — i owJ t» ant i i» » » ig»fe biJt^*. hf 
(n« UW •«*- UMd * 4* riwR. W kM»i - tke «»Hk tf fU W tbcit 
■ >MkiM,' dmaea^miM tW bvUdfevshr^ >M%C- therm bI>- 

b iilot kavwD, kImi tbe Uwoed jadgr miouitby die word''j&rj«i^y 
ycvkift be albdci rir ikr ill OnKted immaMity v^Ajailur o( ihc fir>t icttlcriof 
MMW CaImIm, wIm fiurchuc4 the hodt ttXitn the tuti^ea, for -ratualil? mi 

mutter/ tooMnmiooM. Ii *m 3. tn; wtlm stciEke cJ their rinnei, tin 
(ll|i( {KMKriiyi It (he; hftil /lji«ci^wV "^'tlect an." wH»Wlitci" conniry, iltc 
Invkluiilila ngku of lh« <«rniiii>li Uw nuuld have •HriJrJ iKcni ; but -H-hcn 

ihfr rfiir.1.* lu obwiii II MtlLrment bj- lum/mUj at\<iJuiKf, they Jai/iit»l iU rightt 
«Cdi*nnmQDUw lo the IjiU't "uccccdinj: ages. Caatiiii ic i^ii t ^^uyi 

•MI'i ^ *QiWlKt CAW^uKll (■[ 4^i(|''i(^^ii^^i.b, tad thaw i;tiniptHii?d<if " cBifN*> 
»i^" (>U"i|ilt,aii-, ulillltuW'i'' UO'calj diwiufliop warninwble lij 



I Sl«d(iionrj to;, mil iheeuciUuN eitii. 



fackstom: says " such parts of the law as r 
ther necessary nor convenient for them, asthejuris- 



TIiU the emgamri iJioulil be cnneMn-ed Ai ihe rvifiimd, ihf exfrlitrt tfttr m* 
rnvj it* the mfslleiiiKilivti, snilthe tbnrtiai ftiieitan tnd ttotfri iji /air ptmhata 

to iireolvt icDofuslon of ideas, litxk afirtciiig with the strength of reaiain iliac 
informs the coimnonlavr. 

It is very reraar5*al"lB, tiow nur alilc^t sntnj^inists arc pcrpltied in franiinK 
tleir argunicnti against U5. Even the Icirntd jiiHf;e does not espreK himself 
will) ^U uaual perspicuity ; but Ihe want of it is well atoned, if wc, coloiiist^ 
call be ilwieby ^(^piiveJ of (hi Iwivfiinpf ihr nnimoiiJan, sinij be abwluu]/ 
iubj«rted to the irn^ i fur iIi^k ■conn?/ tanets arc (he caiy cotuequencca dcilud' 
ble frtun the curious ar^tmrcnl that ten-dx to invniic liiti nuWrVi ia the misfor- 
tuBtSQf " rm^wrcJ, 'a!:if^ fli Jii^ifff cai|ti[rjc^'" The " footroul of parliament," 
iS3«ect»d 10 be suprcine> in every case. WTiuthi-r the colonifs were settled in 
" unlnhatutcJ couJiTricsi" or in " coiiiqutred, ceded, cr iniidcl countrictt" malics 
no iliffcriincc a* ta ttvi p oint< 

Another learned gentleiuan has discevrrfd, that we- " are not intillcd to af 
^tat a df-grec ol Srccdam as Jritaiid." Why? " Bccaust /rftonrf was a crajmrrrrf 
tDUUtiy," This reniack docs not kccu ti< rfniove the difiiculcy- l.ct tie h<9r 
the point a little more explained. " TrdaaJ It i^rue wai. itu^vrrcJ^ hat eeitois 
rmttjiiair ytare made Id the people^ These were the [cnnsEnnlcd tliem.buC 
EifglanJls obliged to keep no tcrnia ivlth the colonifits." At every step these 
gEnilcmen take, tho*; writers, who haflt: contrihutfd so tniieh Co the e''"T "'^ 

llicir country, turn upon them, and direcdy oppose rjicm. Thi'y at Grit 

ibriilk before these venerable advncatcB for liberty ind buniiinity — tut recol- 
lci;tin|i themselves, lhi?J diatiflguiBh and refine, in nriec to take sway the lub- 
ttoaci of cTcry argument, and to wJiiiti"; down a Honitr and a 1-otl! into a 

Zeiiriinp uid a FUmrr. After taking these libcrtica, they at Itngth grow 

hoU enc»ii?1i to omign Ihc autiiority of any man, eveQ ml'- Ijotit buuKclff if 
Ills wriliiigs cannot, by all this art, be turnedlo their purpoje. 

M'e ured not he aurptiscd dfcer thi», tbat eicry ciolanitt, whn YCnturei ho* 
nc3ily,ioa5wrt, a»w(;l3ashe can, ihc canst pf hie tiatlve land, ih"iildl be treat- 
ed with lillle res.pect, The col Ml let have alwaytbeen on the ^^<niJw. It it 
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diction of tlie spiritual courts, &c. urc therefore 
not in force.*' If even the commok law^ in force 
wiihin tfie realm of England^ when the colonists 
qinttcd it, is thus abridged by the peculiar circum- 
Einnccs of colonics, at least equally jnst, gnd con- 
Blitutional is it, that the power of making nevj ia^ 
nilhin the realm of Eit^!and^ should be abridgf 
uith respect to colonics, by tJiose peculiar circur 
stances.} 




I tffUitiy wU ahB»y't"tmtir n. But ihcanlW of "the eontroTmy" chwfei 
tKrai with gncai cuniiiif;, n \th htnitA wisdom, ihit tnuw Asjrate inj pteple 
^- — btcamt tllcj h«ye not rctiiTcd, in placei » hoc ihij ■were Dot 
aiely »ra<keil— ^-^" Ii \» the mil/See ot ihcnunagcn, on iht pan oh 
euloDics, to avoid gmrral (juntionj, ani to krifp bic'k and conceil 
^cntci, fraw the unwiipcctirj; people of EngLmd Uiculd loo looc caich ttic 

liJarni,sTid rcpolvc H) w^thsiinj ihipr firei niiciiipt) at independency."" — 

That a thc]> have aRed juiit si the " unnj^etting p^o]ile of EngUwt' hxn^^ 

done in their coniroTci»iw with the crown. TLtj confined thcnudviW (to^^| 
timr ID tini!,ni)a dcnian4 <if re-Jrew, fw \h< ipjurin oflVred them. ThisU- 
havic'ur of the coloninF.would, hy yane i>crs*niB, bt deemed modesl and feipecl- 
TdIi Now indeed the ccnduet of admin istratiaD deiiionstrares to lu, that we mri^^| 
fpUrgC oyir vicua, And (tld^B-VoaT to t^k^ n proEpect of all the Tni9[:h4cf^ necCH^^^ 
rily attending a claim ot boundless jiower with an unbcunded inclinatian tn 
cicrciK it. The geiiitrntan may perhaps tall for fire and fuggots to e«dqi»le 
nuf political heresy [ but we t(U5l,and trnsl^'-iw/j, thit, the sense and genero- 
lity of the good p«oplc of Etiglani, will discover nod defeat the jireaeDt plza 
Egajnil tht'iT libcttiei, as they have ilfesdy so many other achemcs of thai ('Cn- 
dcDfy thatthej- will behold [heirdufifal childfcfi with (oinpassionate loTe, 

I and with ju^t indignation ihote unrelenting- enemies, frojn whom (/<rv tsxi eX' 
pecl 910 other favnur, but that LuglaaJ " shall Ic tlic laiit they wil3 ileYOur. " 

( The ilKlhor of t)*t eontroversy, in page 31 of hiB wrrh, sirnca thna ■ 
ewnir.g the legislative power uf GrfatSritaiti over the coIoniM. " The iacd^ 
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The laws of England with respect to preroga- 
tive, and in other instances, have accomodated 



ill all the colnoies %vtmg therefore been clearly shewn to he part of the doau- 
oioDs of Great-Britain, and the possesion of them tn hold them under authori- 
ties and titles derived from the Britisi state, mr. Ltih vould leijuire no other 
proof of the right of the legislative power of Cnat-BritaiH to the obedience of 
the posscBsoFE of thou lands ; far speaking of the manner by which a man 
tacitly niahes himself a rabjecc of any country or government, be soys, ■ 

** It it commonly supposed, that a father could oblige his posterity to that 
government of which be himself was a subject, and that bis compaa held 
them ; whereas it being only a necessary condition annexed to the land, and 
the inheritance of an estate, which is under that i^vcmment, reaches only 
tboae who will taka it on that condition, and so is no natural tie or engage* 
meet, but a voluntary submission ; for evt^ry man's children being by nature 
M free a* himself, or any of bU ancestors ever were, may, whilst tbey are in 
that freedom, choosewhat society they will join themselves to, what common- 
wealth they will put themselves under ; but if [hey will enjoy tbe tohericance 
of their ancestors, they must take it on the same terms their ancestors had ir, 
uid submit to all tbe conditions annexed to such a possession." " Whoever 
(sayi be in another place) by inheritance! purchase, permlsiion, or otherways, 
enjoys any part of tbe lands le anneud to, and under the government of, that 
commonwealth, must take it with the condition it is under ; that i^, of submit- 
ting to tbe government of tbe commonwealth under whose jurisdiction ic is, 
MEsr, forth as any subject of it.'* page 31. Tbe ingenuity of the gentleman 
it here agaia remarkable. Mr, LkIi in bis eighcb chapter on civil govern- 
ment " of the beginning of political societies," immediately before the word* 
abovementioned " whoever by inheritance," &c. speaks of a man who 
" uititti his person which was before free to a society for the iceuring and ri^- 
iatiiig of property, and tuimiti to the community those possestinns which he han 
or shall acq&L~e, that do not already belong to any other government." I'liese 
word* the gentleman not thinking quite to his purpose in tliii flaie, separates 
&rom the words of his quotation, and so gives nii. L»ciei conclusion without 
hit premitci. However three pages after, he is so candid, as to give the pre- 
cise* without the conclusion. How, or why ? to support this moet curious 
distinctieni — that inr. Ztdf, in that celebrated part of his argument^ where 
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thcntsclvcs, without altcratron by statutes, to a 
chungc of circumstances, the welfare of the peopk 



mi uktaj ihc property of ^uhjrctt," he aajt " ■a'til 
iJit am^brr m»<f tj ri^hl ttitjiim utt loiim tep!caai" * 
f* anw a* mmn" tbkii ibu ckc supreme IcxiiUtive power hu no right ui utc 
I the propcKjr of olher> williuut fheif aronKHI, " iat tin ^rrcjlc mc ar ('urptit of 
the Ic^iiJative " So tluit uccnrding in tliii-coiistniction, the ctmctimLJoD aC i 
w<Il rinUuJicJ ^DTiriimtni, m the frcciloin of a people, depend) Dot -nn the 
Itrcit right which Guo haii|riveR ihifin " at having a ihari' in th« f^vcnuat: 
»f iheiiiiclvM," wliaubf tlicir prspertT u secured, buc mcrct]', on 
*^ fMrfvr," I* which tht prnpettj ak<ti frofn them without their cot;se]ic,J 
1 tff^ii hj thwe who thu» take it. Aaii yet ihis gentlfiuan has *cwerdy atu 
■d ibe writer of (he letlcri, finr uiing the ward "/■r/iuc,*' in a much 
■ii^^ihW kbm, id Mjringi i " tV4 i« mi impwititiii «■> ihc tuliject for the jrfej 

Mr. Zach, in the prpeciliug diipler, «peRliiig ot manarehy fiyt, 
^abtuIuK power purificE nut taent bloods, for if it he ukcj, what isramj I 

StBtt uicn /* nsb a •tali, ageLiRBt the vioIftDct inA. □pf)r«sE>i>n iti the . 

I Hilerf the TCTJ qitestioii tan scarce he borne. They ire ready to tdl yun rt 
deiervet death, only tna&k after safetyi fictwi&t nibject aad lubjccl dlcfi 
grant there mutt he meaiurifi^lau,'! md judges for thecr miittiBl peace ind I 

^^grlty : but 3* for the rwfrr, &r bh^I U it alietnU, mntii abavt til aeh tirnnultw 
to.- becauM he bat power to tlo mnre hart uid wron^, it u right whoi 
he dneB it. To a!k how yau can be jinardiid from harm or injury on thatwde, 
*here the ^trnngest hand h lo do it, is presently the ■soice rX/nctim aCi) lA 
Ste." £ut here aur vppoacQt may cumc \a ^vlth auMhcr diitillftion. " 
Liftt ^slcB hetc of an diieluti rvUr, nm tialmtatt mlcri, Litty ^tavti 
there is the lingular tiuitiber, and the plural number. A power that mr. 
2-Ktt wowM hate heH illegal in a Pis'"ir--iivi or * Stuirri, he would have heU 

I fc];a! in Ihe/jof iuitJri-i/ at Alhui!, or the pai-lijaitiil of Gnvt'Bf-'il^H." B^^| 
the diitiljclion be sllnwed its due weight. Can ir he heticTed thsi soch^^' 
friend to mankind, ai ijii. l-oitc Wat, eould. ever tbiofc akuJ^tc Jairrlnitx^ \vf!l 

* " AiieUh lUmin'ma l,nL-»'fr fhifJ,hsa fer frrmheing onekind aitivHi 
«j, tint it is as ineijuulml with it, as liowrj \t with //n.^.''/_v-'* 

iwij, oti civii govt, page I:^• 
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so requiring. A reg;ard for that grand object per- 
petually animates the constitution, and regulates 



or legal t Wculit ncn nidi a Knumral dlccctlf oppote tlioac pdndpIcE, hi* 
leiirvaleace inducnl him to t>kc so much paiiu lo viniliotc aai establieh } 
Woold the ioutid of ihe wordi — — " dgpgndcri'Cc ^ — ' " gabordinatLon ' 

■" -wiihin ihc rcalni " " pail of the dotnicilona " &c. Jiavc sonvuiccd 

lum, that it was" [h« LndiFpciisiblc duly or parlia.Incllt CA flA« iKc gentry aDil 
penpleof Giiat-Britain by taiixg the coloaisls without, tiieirconseDc!"-^-^ 
ind that it was- the indispcnilblc duty nf the coloniiiti «* tn-ililvliumi frlndfJ" 
to (ufamit to sncli taiaiioo > llic lEirred ea^ tlist the too rigid attuntian of ihe 
mind ti) one idea sometimes ii the coax of madaei^ So rigiii hMbcea 
th« atleotlonof jrewy heads in Grat-BrUam %n ib,e idea t>i Jipintlrncf, thrt 
it Mem) to ti3ve orrasonFd a kind of in^^nitj' in them; and tvy mminatiD^, 
spccchi^in^, md enacting abfiiit it and ibovi It) ttiey have lo9t all tdi-aa of jua- 
tice, hamagiity, iaw nod canBt]tLition,fla]4 in abort otfiprf quality that Used ti> 
distinguish mwn (Tani the rwt o-f this ctcalion, and EngSisluim frcim the rest of 
mankind. But mr. Lwti'i underitanding, even in the present -whirl of the 
Mliliril wcrld, wnuld have pre^rvcd him, just and Knaficus cf his pTinciplei. 
The ca-ic he puti, and au wliich the auihflrof " the cancroteri-y" argues, is lint 
oftf fuiftiiiiipi to ti^e tcFipi trf g7ViKinBeiit ia a iomfisntvcattb' The question he- 

tw:eti GrrM-Briiairt and the tnlanii-^ i«, v/ljt ^n tbt hm, of their connutiou 
under all [he drcumstancEi of it. 

ll IS not rccnllccled that mr. iMie ever inaiuuatei, that the pacliament at 
Grral-Srita'm might hind the peajile nf Jrtlaij by statute?, " ia nil uiei nial- 
ttrtieT." Vet there was in hij lirnc a famous dispute comrcrniiig' the authority 
«f parljHtncnl over that kingdom. So far war he from favoiiriiig the claim of 
parlUment, that it is hoped, ■[ can clearly be proned, he fivBtu'ed the other 
*ide of the quotioiLi 

His hlcaA mr. MirinetK, in a letter dated Wari& Ij, 161)7-8, Tclii htm of 
hit intentions to viut him — when he eoulJ get loose Froin buwDcra: ^ but 
this I auioat hope fur, till the parUameni in SagtaaJ riies. I should ht elad 
(o know fcom you, when that ia eqtpceitd, for indeed ihej bear ^try haid 
Upon U5 in Tr^'limJ. Hinv jijetly ihcy can hind us, tuitUut at/t ieai<nl joJrrfirt- 
stiii-iiivri, I leave the author of the two trcatiutongOTcrnnnEnttocaaitdci" 




iTl "lis movement 
ons interfere — - 
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-unless unnatural obstruct 



" Spiritus inftis aHt, iotamque infusa perartut 
" Mens a^itat molcnty &? ma^no sc cgrpore ni'itX 



ANOTifEB argument for the extravagant pow' 

of internal legislation over us remains.- It has 

been urged with greut warmth against us, that 
•• precedents" shew this power is rightfully vested 
in parliament. 



•■meuun^ aii. Ijclt'i nra crfaEim — one m govcmtncai— tbe othrr on 
(vrcmtiicni : iliougli iticj- are publishrd airo a« one treatjic, the £tsi book 
wlucli U uiiJcr ilic fint litU, utd the t^ctmd htn>i undi^ the iccond iitl«. 




to earn/- 



Mr. £v(r, in hh answer ilatci] ^priC 6, 1(198, sayi) " iUnoQgst otbec lltip 
1 VMiU ht glad to titik with 70a Bb«ut> befort I die, i» th»t -which you mig- 
geet at tlieboltem of ihe first p»g< of your Ictt-er. I am mightily cotictfued (of 
the jS/dii oicam la the quntioa yau lay ysu utti atkihe luUiurof chctr 
joa natUm , ^mi tvlrtr mtrrmilj v'U I' itt anil VTouU Ik vcy gUd t« be 11 
ed by yen «iid^ ■vmU hi ttit fir ii, and debate wiiii you the vrsy to 
poicil: but this cannot he done by tcircisi (He subject bof too gieu eiceiic. 
the V1CW1 t(H> large J and thE-patticulars toainaBy to be so inajue^d- — ^Ccsmc 
ihtnfari yourself, nW tttu ti viiit frtpared as yia ii». But if y^D talkvilh 
etbcn oil (£ii< poiiu thcrc,nM{iaii mf adaaiQi Ia^m tW jii^cfl.'iaiily let jiir 

KAJlry tciil gnalvc clu Jofirlbtji ■urLam ■oil v!j& VJtll to ,- fteM. thifigs 

tomctimci bi:t:n brought about bom iniall iigiimugr tiull Laid tegrtbn" 



« 



Mr. Mijiiitvx tpicWj aStwtvtie irt^hfim ^rch/i J iQ England, t» KC 
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Submission 1o unjust sentences proves not 
ri^lft to pass them. Carelessness or regard for 
the peace and welfare of the community, may cause 
the submission. Submission may sometimes be a 
less evil than oppositicn, and therefore a duty- 
In such cases it is a submission to the dhine au- 
thority, which forbids us to injure our country ; 
not to the assumed authority, on which the unjust 
sentences were founded. But liihen submission be- 
comes inconsistent with and destructive of the pub- 
lic good, the same veneration for and duty to the 
divine authoriiy, commands us to oppose. The 
all wise Creator of man imprest certain lavrs on his 
nature. A desire of happiness, and nf society, are 
two of those laws. They were not intended to de- 
troy, but to support each other. Man has there- 
fore a right to promote the best union of both, in 
order to enjoy both in the highest degree. Thus, 
while this right is properly exercised, desires, that 
Bcem selfish^ by a happy combination, produce the 
■welfare of others. "■ This is removing submission 
from a foundation unable to support it» and injuri- 
ous to the honour of Gorf, andfiisidgit iiponmuch 
firmer ground.* 

No sensible or good man ever suspected mr. 
/^ooAfr of being a •weakor/uctious person, "yet 
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ph'inly L-nough tcachcth, that a society upcn ex- 
perience of universal evil, bare a right to try by 
ymtesber form to answer more effectually the ends 
'of government" — and mr. HoadU^* asks — " would 
the enttt of government be destroyed, shoidd the mi^j 
bcrabic condition of the people of France^ wi&idl^^ 
Jfoib proctedeil front the king''s being absoitite^ 
Awakcn iht thoiifjhts of the wisest heads amongst 
ihem ; and move them all to exert themselves, 
as that (hose ends should be better ansu ered fd 
the time to come ?'* 



'.f W«AT mind can relish the hardy proposition, 
that because precedents have been introduced by 
the inattention or timidity o{ samey and the cunninta^ 
ur violence o\ others, therefore the latter have I^B 

rJgbt 10 make the former miserable that is, 

that precedents that ought never to have been s^^| 
ycl being set, repeal the eternal laws of natural jus-^ 
tice, humanity and ecuity.* 



-" 1 lonlJ nc»er itiink 



" A mof !4l'»- Liw of power or iiWfiiigch ikiKcicnt 
"• To abrogate the unwritten law divine, 
" IiiimuUlilc-, ctcmil, not like ttc*e 
V Oi jattnltij, but made c'u tiniftbegf^n" 

S^b*AM\ jMlig. Frmi. Trtml.^ 

h duHiU he coniidcrcid, whether it evet wai or ever can he the tive irn 
wfaluogJomM awe,to«bIatctfic]3WBiif natural ]ustiu,cquic7 and tiuni 
tj. These la.wi may l« called the lawsuf God. Can thef b< liroVen 
impuoitj I TLc KrlfCUTcau'C fuU of IdBOiu an l&lt talijeci, and bittani tui* 
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e argument from precedents begins unlucki; 
^^^ for its advocates. The firsl produced agaii 
^Hli by the gentleman before mentioned, was tin acCJ 
^■ctssed by the commonwealth parliament in 1650 t<9 
J ** punish" f'irginia^-f Barbadoes, Antigua^ and 
■i Surrjjutlas, far their Jidelity t(t Charks the second. 

So ancient is the right of parliament to "^punish** 
^colonLBtsyl)/- doitig their duty. But the porliiiineiit 
^Pbid before overturned church ^liA throne, sothiiti 

there is an older '* precedent" set against these. 

JThat parliament sat amidst the ruins that sur- 
lunded it, fiercer than Marius among those of] 
anboge. Brutal power became aii irresistible i 
yrjjument of boundless right. What the stile of 



^ 



-M imtancci sufficient tii alorni opprc54orii) If ihey would utcod to them. — • 

All tbe gluricj uf CiurU, ih^ bold,— (.'i.ii'/sj the fifth, — PliUpi <he Mcand, — 
Clarlti rhc iwelfih, — Lni-h i1if fourteenth,— and a cnmeiou* ikt ef distin- 

.eil |iriiiCL-9, wcFG atirtaiuwhi:n ujirclciiiing cruelly cmnc id pr^i<]eover 
tcMiluuoiia. Fnim Alton Id.GnM'tlu: -absefvucinii hulJs iruc. Let notl 

cpinlon be tuiideniced ai jtresuuif [uaus, bcfuii- U hi Jully iDriuLrcd into. | 






W 



EmglutJ has been proiperout in many cW J WUA, but f^fj Vittt in i1cf£nc« I 
libertf. Sticncvci engngctliii onca^intt Liberty— —Would to -Heaven, &ai 

tircnild ad die world tJic much wam.cd exainjil'e of lemty In govcinmect, 

Muikind migJit gvin bj it. The other niodii 1im been nijlicieiicly tried, and 
ivcd tu be impulitit iuld luuiQua. j^^ 

f Thi) loyal, geiieiaui lobny pn served iii priticiplci with audi spirit, noi- 
»'idi*tatiiliugtbiopi>(.cssioli ahoitmentioBed, (h-M.iD.'J,iit^ry,l(i^'i,lhty thrfU 
oS all iibrdii^Dcc to the parliament, repUccd the king's governor, iuid prod-iinM 
t^ Cl/MSt^ ili< KCond, If v<xal oumtlit bijiuc the rcitonitioa taEmm^. 



) 



BJt AfittoiU could not prove, ibc pmat 
' vW/*! kwurd uiQicicnUy ttcmonstntcd. 
Kih) ]u*ticc sigbctl and wbmiu 
vottlil ihc)' flo I The mtoRttioa took 
:nt would not tkwbc bsi 
^ik*k« 4 fl|^t as u iy/(X<<' <>o^ "^ 
1.0. 4im1 vr ith it DMti*^ ibr 
th«r thc|w«-crs oTthc king and pc«p 
bcfbiv u»kiw«B. A new poMtigai 
[ &\nl OQ tiK smt princqile of 
[ncvtrc cxfCT ii witt were to bcKtmle 
yri^ciyfe <f liic K^ J Uto t wm . Ho* 

ttbnllM fvriod^ Mta mam tike k 

mnc in a succ ci iscmcj- 
ta im^m 




V^*CX3UIT^ ^ »] 
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inconsistent with the grat>A'tt-i^iiia! ^ 
ciple on which thejr ought to be founded. Th<;ir 
supposed sanction increases in proportion to the 
repetitions of injustice. They must be void. In 
suhjects of dispute between man and man, prece- 
dents may be of use, though not founded on the 
best reason. They cause a cerlasntr, and all may 
govern themselves accordingly. If they take from 
' an individual one da)-", they may give to him the 
next. But precedents to overthrow principles, to 
justify the perpetual oppression of aU^ and to im- 
pair the po^er of the const initial, though a cloud 
of them appear, have no more force than the vo- 
lumes of dust that surround a triumphal car. They 
may obscure it : they cannot stop it. What would 
the liberties of the people of Ejigland have been at 
this lime, if precedents could have made laws in- 
consistent with the constitution ? Precedents tend- 
ing to make men unhappy, can with propriety of 
character be quoted only by those beings, toivhom 
the misery of men is a delight.. 



4 



*' If the usage had been immemorial and uniform, 
and ten thousand instances could have been pio- 
duced, it would not have been sufficient ; because 
the practice must likewise be agreeable to \\ig prin- 
ciples ofthelavj^ * in order to be good : wliereas 



f n > muiin t>f Ii", (iat " a bad wage oo^ht to ht ib&fiihcd." 



( 4CO ) 

this is a practice inconsisteni nitli, and in direct 
I opposiiiun U3 xhcjirst and clearest f/rinci/tles of iJjc 

/uu"!" to thosf /eelittj*s of humanity, out o£ 

which nuuiViiid will imi be reasctted, when powcj 
iidvancc:^ tvilh gigantic strides, threatening dissc 
lulion to a statc-^— to those inherent, ibou^b (^ 
tent powers of society ^ which no cUmatc^ % no time, 
nu constitution, no contract^ can ever deslroy 
diminiah/'l 

A pADi-iAMENT/BT powcf oF itiienicl Icgisi 
ticH over these colonies, appears Uieteforc tous, 
ccjually contradictory to humanity and tlie consti- 
tution, and illeg-al. 



f LcCtCTMi gcnenl vammt-— 

I Cipitt ^iitrilimtin ot jmlke, anA ftt! fji^n.itf of ptBfetly, arc the gnat 
. |rr1t r<r ittirl*/ ,■ titil nn lim',frKtJjvtl, ititnir, or lAililalnn tliouM J.'lir men IroBi 

kifping i^fH antiitotT in ibeir choagbti." 

Mr. Sumr'i Iliilary of EiighiJ. ' 

• Tlie jnriidiction nf ilie iMf chimttr. marliil Euw, imprison mifnt ly war- 

rBKi(ramlhcj>ri»y council. Wid olher pracliM^of b like nitnre, thoagh wui^ 

tuhJ fir itveraitmtiiriui woc Muct ever dtllowcii I17 tli« EiigJkt' to be 

'of thdr eoHKitUtlon ; lU ajiiiim tJiU niOicm /tr liirrlj itiil frfvtiird rvn oB 

I fraeJtBlitiKlevir all /taiiiiiiil rraioniJif .- ilitMcrcisc al thaw powers, after being 

long ihf MJurize of ftcra mviriiurs anwiflg <hc people, ttas, in Tulitcis nf 1<B 
' laleranly aboliiht;*], 3» illegal, at lei^ at cppresaivf , by ib< wb<4e Icgida^ 
Nlhoritf ." id. To ihcK inataDCCt maj be added the luc pnrtin of gcjicnt 
^ftmoU ili3{ liad tbc raattioA Lif ptrcKdcBtfi even tincc the Tcvolinioiv 
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As to the second head, a power of regulating ot 
ade, Our opinion is^ that it is legally vested in, par-, 
lament, not as a suprertie legislature over these co- 
onies, but as the supreme legislature and full re- 
reseritathe of the parent stale, and the, only judge 
letwecn her and her children in commercial inte- 
ests, which the nature of the case, in the progress of 
,heir growth admitted. It has been urged, with 
Teat vehemence against «s, and seems to be 
thought their ybr? by our adversaries, " that a pow» 
r of regulation is a power of legislation, and a 
ower of legislation, if constitutional, must be uni- 
versal and supreme in the utmost sense of the 
V'ords. It is therefore concluded, that die colo- 
nists, by acknowledging the power of regulation, 
have acknowledged every other power. On this 
objection we observe, that according to a maxim 
of law, " it is deceitful and dangerous to deal in 
general propositions." The freedom and happi- 
ness of states depend not on :^ artful arguments^ 



I Obt chance uF lucccM would be ^ight iudcC'Cliir it di^pcndcd □□ subtletie* 
ti Ittu^ntiig. ■ Whn can rolt the ikilful and couragcoui utCids of itiosc Br'i- 
Hjm, who hiv* nui lojig lincF distinguiJied thernwlwei in the polemical fidilt f 
Havc they tmtfiMi/d to iliG miii^airtiiia uf iliDunaniia, ilic aon^criitcDce of 

mSitur the ae«uiiy of huiuin aciiftiw cenatiiiientlj the londcuits 

•f tbem the comrort-dbb martaliiy of the vyA* that Titttie ii 3 nun^— 

Ticc a jtK — liberty a nonentity Christianity an imposture — aaS,, «j:h due 

dctMtation 1j€ il raeniinni;il ', thJl " tie have no idm of ^a-u^cr, nor of in j irw^ 
-eoikivrcd vriUiany power, MUCULKif «f «nf endowed with uifiubiepowor i" 

VOL. I. 3 C 
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but on afrv) plain principles. The plausible ap- 
(xrarancc of the objection consists ia a confused 
comprehension of SL-vcral points, iiuirely dUiinct 
in tficir nature, and leading to consequences direct- 
ly Opposite to each other. There was a time, wlien 
England had wo colonics* Trade was the object 
she atlcndcd to, in encouraging: them, A love of 
freedom was miuiifcsily tlie chief motive of the ad- 
venturers. The connection of colonies with their 
parent state, may be called a new object of the En- 
glish laws. That her right extinguishes all their 

rights, rights essential to freedom, and whicli 

•they would have enjoyed, by remaining in tlieirpa- 



" With aplosi-unsoricajring, and fljilid of wit, these wril traincil trociij 
M OuM keep cp a tnribic Grc of aitillei? unci snull anuf agaJneC us tindiiripliii- 
tA jfmiriiMit. Wt Tautt uiX mca them in the Aoci of haltU. 7iial iMuMtr 
' l^aiatu M ll/t tulrimtt We luust nuke the most of our naliira! aclTuitigcs.— 
, ITiff-e wc arc -.r/t j aaj &U tht forces (Jiat <»n ht brought to ihc aswHlf, "iB 
Hfver be able lo prevail Bgaioit ui. To drop tli-e metaphof. « Inquiry traw 
toll* r*tl(inal,and hcfoiBc* Twtla whim*ic»I and penidous, when ii idvancnai 

) Jr S4 I0TU4 \cie suthoTi liavc curicJ it, ta contruvt^rt the fir^t pfiACipl^ui 
Inowicdgi;, morility, rdijjinn, and cfinsttjutm-ly ilie fundamental latvsoflbe 
^firiliii govamtteDt,asd of all well rcgvlated tocicty." 

Mr. AdKr'c oa trail 



It tiBi 1)cea anrrtfd hf saaif tncn jiitin^ihcd as tii«ariiiu, thai ttie lol 
of the Tcfofnicrsin rcl]|riij|i ■r'^gi^giug' tbcDI lo tlijak lil>cral]y on tf.at subjcdi 
led thi-Tn to think wr Ith lifei^ Iwedoni in ciiilifTiiri.'Wbcreby the goveriuiiictit iJ 
' Sti*tundtece\vcAiup:£atar itnpruvnncnt. — — If ttic sentiment Ii-jost.iiuijl it 
totht intitneS, lliae Lonfeniptfoi letigion, muni nccessjrily inttoijticc an indif- 
ference for all the jutt itilb'i uf gnvemtneni and the prlncijilet of ilw tunailB-i 
tion, f 
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rent slate, is ofiensive to reason, humanity, and the 
constitution of that state. Colonics could not have 
been planted on (hese terms. What Englishman^ 
hut an ideot^ would have become a colonist on 
these conditions ? to mention no more particulars, 
** that every shilling he gained, might rightfully be 

taken from him trial by jury abolished the 

building houses, or making cloths with the materi- 
als found or raised in the colonics prohibited 

and armed men set over him to govern him in eve- jl 
rj- action ?" 



Had these provinces never been settled — —had 
ol! the inhabitants of them now living, been born 
in England, and resident there, they would now 
enjoy the vx^x.'^o? Englishmen^ that is, they would 
be free in that kingdom. We claim in the colonies 
these and no other rights. There no other king- 
dom or state interferes. But their trade, however 
important it may be, as the affairs of mankind are 
circumstanced, turns on other principles. All the 
power of parliament cannot regulate that at their 
pleasure. It must be regulated not by parliament 
alone, but by treaties and alliances /ormtt/ by the 
king luithout the cansent of the nation, with other 
states and kingdoms. The freedom of a people con- 
sists in being go'serned by iatv^, in %vhich no aitern- 
tion can be made, without their consent. Yet the 
wholesome force of these laws is (onjined to the li- 
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mita of their <wn coumrj'. Tliat is, a supreme 
Iri^laturc to a people, which acts tntenially over 
that people, nnd inevitably implies personal asser 
rtprfsetttathn, or slavery. When an univcrs 
empire \% established, unci not till then, can re^ 
lations of lode properly be called, acts of supreme 
legiabture. It seems from many authorities, as if 
almost the whole power of regulating the trade of 
England xtask originally vested in the cromi. One 
restriction appears to have been, that no duty 
eould be imposed without the consent of parlia- 
ment. Trade was little regarded by oiir warlike 
ancestors. As commerce became ofmore impod 
ance, and duties, and severities were }udged neces- 
sary additions to its first simple state, parliam^^l 
more and more interfered. The constitution iva^^ 
always free, but not always exactly in the same 
manner. " By the feodal law, all naijigable ri- 
vers and havens were computed among the regalia, 
and were subject to the so\'ereign of tlie state. 
And in England iX hath always been held, that tlie 
king is lord of the whole shore, and particularly is 
^lardian of the ports and havens, which are the In- 
lets and gates of the realm ; and therefore, so early , 
aa the reign of king John, we find ships seized f^fl 
the king:'s officers, for putting in at a place that w^n 
not a IcGjal port. These legal ports were undoubt- 
edly at first assigned by tlie crown ; since to cacli 
of them a court of porlmotc is incident, tlie jurisr, 
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liction of which must flow from the royal authority. 
he erection of beacons, light-houses, and sea 
narks is also a branch of the royal prerogative. 
The powers of establishing public marts, rcgulat- 
ng of weights and measures, and the giving autho- 
ity to, or making current, money, ibe medium of 
ommerci^ belong to the crown. By making peace 
ir war, leagues and treaties, the king- may open or 
top trade as he pleases. The admiralty courts 
ire grounded on the necessity of supporting a ju- 
isdiction so extensive, though opposite to the iisu- 
il doctrines of the common law. The laws of 0/.?- 
•on Were made by Richard the first, and are still 
ised in those courts." In the " mare clausum," 
ire several regulations made by kings.* Time for- 



• Tlic power of regulating indr.wa* carried so far b^thc ctqwh.m »ome- 
timci to impose duties; and queen £/i',-riieii ottained tcreraJjudgrrKBCs in the 
Bicbcqurronincli repulalioni. I.orddiicFjuuiee Cii^anawera the argtimeot 

founiicd OB dicsc — in % [a*U tl, (ij. Princes aimed aX loo mutli power 

txcccAcA Aae liouniia thtir imprudence pr-oduted " gricTWicw" and the 

people who alwayt tuffer, when their nilsre ue weak or wicked, would nu 

Icogcr truaL tuch Bpferttmititr ef upprtuhn id c]ic!r lisnd. The power of ;'«- 

^rrjfriTjTKiuiieil, (licws the dtcQuvc authority in fmal iiffain tnuted ta'^dic 

down." 

J Blickitome, 4ig. FoHcr't rep. IJ4. 

S« ciTrcmclf HTcne were the EagSih to Jtriiff^ tjoirt, and Co the ezcrcue 
even of parliamentary auchoiity conceToiiig them, thu tlinagli th« naticn wai 
jMtljtprovqkciJ against the Frncb king for the injury done to Edwant ll;c: l»t. 
ly williholdiiig Ajrilalnt and hU otlicc iiilicrilanei!9 {at lord eEiLcf jtuticc Csh 
riburvt-s in his ad insl. page .^3^-) ^""l ''J ianie cruel actiom of fr/Fictm-m 
SfUDil fit^lij^iKrit, and had iu full pirlitmcnt granted hiro aidii nubudics, for 
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bids a more exact Inquiry mto ifiispoiat: but suck 
it u ftpprcbcodetl, nill on inquiry be found to ha^dl 

At mmlaummm ti Ui wm ia fandicB faca* 7a ■• ike caitrnHaTiH 
ciAiTAKrH, K^ i«, ihrvda wkif ■wi.-e.*' itei naiir Mee ibsabttJ, ' 
llwr ttwt y»»CT iffii fi 1 1 « m^ wk am i< ' " "wy ^«fa* aadtfawrl 
ai/rMdbMi,oiradr dadara k iIim* MatMo, tlni «td {muaibllMll 
4tuim IBU cMMM." The combmhi nf»— *■ it wu baia<« tliat Ott ntjem 
^ tb nMlb «vtkl DOC l« coarrifcnr ta liw n>tincfiui« of the licig'i mn >tf 
f^tlr (Mib-~bM thi*BUUtcr«H BCTcriii iiuirt, nnil il wu msic pnkahHj 
<SpbIiit4bTdiMnacnafparli«n«Bi.'' The {•ffnin«iit then nMatMUKMn' 
WO dcditiag ibH Ra SagCtimta ^uU bebooBil tn conuUniic ic ilie iiof* wm 

MUMUiM StfinJtia M S.riU^,' itud iii]f>, " tlt«M ad • of pai-ruiiMac sK liui di:- 
<bnii«i*oftbaanci«ni Uir cf ^af^uc^— Bui hcrcimy beobKrrtd, [hu«£co 

■ iduiagufoR%awut}* u brukm, and Uu crown poMesedafij 
>4nn,bnw«lLiIi«jIt alhlng it it, W rafwr ifc nijnt tgain l» ih /armrr fiadm 1 

Tfct JiJthor af " the COnUorrtsy," who wit!ia libel^lj- of Kntinicirt! 

Ing ■ ptiidn* agiinit fncdoni, anilthc hut iniFK^ of mankiml, cmmti/ 
iiutc ljook»"— '' misiMtw" — — ^ king'i «oiinin!" page 77, jS-' 

I tS jODmalk" t'^g' Sf - ^»<! ordibaDccs of " the tbia^ p^liatnent" f 

_t'^ among tiit " DEITIES" psgf 78; and gns^ei ihal we pcnr " iijlW" 
■alonlili will not fOf Kit idols th? vmcniion hif ^ral judf^es da? ca ihcin, hu 
collected a go«! mirr fragments «f proretding* ui the hoB« of .rominoni ftea 
the jcv 1614 to 161S. Thr amounl it thia, that the tnicisien of <ix awit 
■Itiiitcd, tliit pu-lianicDC cauld cot miVe hwi for America ,- iliat the commoaa 
dfiuhtcd ; but u length in 1614, (aeoe cnan'OplDioD.Lhat the kiitg'i patent f^r 
** 1 mmu f tty of Gshing (in the rM»li */' jfwj rka ww « grimoait"^ — thit 1 
*• tlotit if Jorfnttr" B^init tho«e who inKrCded in the fUhetj wa» iffwd — 
' Mid pant a hili " for ■/'" Itlwrty of/ji'«j-," &c. It appears m thd deciatcsthat 

the (inhcry was free Lr/orttlifjUMiiritigrnatii Tkt« cnr»ct»do not shew, 

whJt bctanic aflhc biil in the houK cf lurds. On« nir. Jrcsjf nid ic [gtt — 
" We may make lawi her* for Kirs,'"'^, (or i/^^Aj i'mg^iin lanjcni trt thii 
patt here and hj ihe lurdi, ihii will contiaiii (he {vitent.' 
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been the po^er of the crown, that our ailment 
may gain, but cannot lose. We will proceed on 
a concession, that the power of regulating trade is 
vested in parliament. 

CoHUERCE rests on concessions and restricti- 
ons mutually stipulated between the different pow- 
ers of the world ;t and if these colonies were sove- 
reign states, ther would in alt probability be re< 
■tricted to their present portion,* The people of 



ft sMou, at if the notion of the king** ngaliting power ttill prerailed, bn, 
(hat " a clanM i^ farfiitart" m Mich reg;nhtioiis wai Toid. So nnich had tba 
power of parliameac growo ilncc king Jabii's reigo- Nor don it appear to 
haTc been imreasor.able as commerce became of more coniequence. The iu- 
ttaoce here mentioned, related to a Tcgulatton of trade; an4 however the 
king might have accommodated the point with the other branches of the le- 
giilatare, the whole proceeding u Immaterial. If it was a right actually en- 
joyed bj £nglutaca to fiih on the coasta of a plant^ion and a grant by the 

crown €i the fiiliery to the people of the plantation nclading the pnple of 
ErngfaaJ, could not Avfit tktm of their right'— or, " if by the king's giving 

his consent to a bill paucd by lorda and commons." " the patent might be 

contTonled" it does not follow, that the king, lords, and ctHnmoiu could 

diveu the people of the phncaciona of all :l>cir rights. 

fCaic of the Of/rni/ £«(-7jMir.i company. 

* " Aoatber lij^it, in which the laws of England consider the king with re- 
gard to domestic concerns, is the arbiter of commerce. By commerce, I at pre- 
•ent mean domestic commerce«nly. It would lead me into too large a field, if I 
were to attempt to enter npon the nature oT/trtign traJe, its privilege*, regula- 
tions, and restnciiou ; lad would be also qaite beude the purpose of these 
commentaries, which are conELied to the laws of England. Wberaas no muni- 
tifjl latfi taa te iiijji:\ent ta arJer ani dcltrmuu tie viry ixltiuivt anil trnptitaliJ sf- 
fitiri ^tra^ end wuriboMdiMi i iialhtr tam ticybavi afnfir antbvTUy/tr iha fur* 




', before they were mer- 
xtty viU continue free, they 
Hao ibey shall irade^ 
by Germans, French, Spant^ 
r«-^, JkTMrx. &?c The right 
Ob the rights ol others 
, solely on the owner, 
tthout it. '-'- Alniosi 
r«//tbe volumes or the com 
ngb< of property."t Wh; 
ta Great-Britain^ '* th( 
sotid foundation of h 
.mc in her colonics i 
[STSiuBcd to drink in the sajri 
animal* though /ov/cr dow 
reftitc the charge of inco 
■, by Astufbing the water. Sue 
have wcofct tktt ippeu despicable and ele 
at Srst vbm tbrr aie properly enforced. 





I airiel«B b tm eto niljrcu of Independf nC 

E «idl Mac k tcx>i>Aedb]r tKf other. ForwKich 

: ve in»1iliil hj a b« vl iheir own, called iht 

.whiA ^oMiMMagRe in and take noliw of. 

tty AegasW ulti •! tiirh nTnin in lUcoinnierciil co-uji* 
lia —ill ri rii«li«t nnlwiir'iTii' uaik, u fur iD^uncet 
viA t«w4 MiIk AmiKit^ atccf*»k:c, wtd the tranJTi of inLinil bills of 



i*t^ 






arose her povfer . 
can that power now he justly exerted, in suppress- 
ion of that principle ? It cannot. Therefore, a 
power* of regulating our trade, involves not In it 



* Tlii» disriofCinn betWEEn a dUfrero? legislature and a. poncf of fcguladng 
iradr, U nni a new one. Wc find it ilciirlj made, by ihc judges of En^lanJ, at 
a pwiieJ, wtienchp ftiodcTn prv£latlc mode ofblcuduig togctlicr uiparliuacnt 
the autherrtiei of the crown and people, had not eilinguished ivU rcTcreace for 
the priflcipks of «be (aQsticuiiuii. 

By the statute of ihcadof HtiirifiiY. ch.4, CaUU^m ccmtirDici]i Kaplephn 
for the wool exported bum BvgLruJ, tCul/i and hdaxd. S«mf wool ihipp«d 
frugn itiitlait kingdom, was caiirijgiiifd to ^/uiVi, in. ^Imdcn. The ^liip by stxm 
of weather wiefcrcri 'mtadhU, whtrs the wool wae icjiscd as forfeited. The 
chief qBCSiinn in tlie eicheqiicr chamber was, ivheiher the siaTuM bound Jrt- 
laRii. In Rich. 3, 11, the cue is tliui reported. "' Et ibi tiuoad ad pritntm 
qoestioncm dieehu)!, ijuod ttxn HituraU mtCf K hslril farHtftiiitvm k umai- 
tnodo coTiaipfouf in AngBa, & per idem parliamenmm taeiiint Jegei & mutant 
legia, k van oblciuntuk pes itatuta ik A>fau\ qinji, non mc 
dkbeHT Mlt.irBS PA tLiAitCMTi ; scd not intclligitur dctibbii rno KtBDS 
iw rciaii TAMTDw erncTENDj sed piuomm tOHcru sort ttrajccTi 
KCClacCtanqaMn mbjecti tmnl obl-igati id ajiquam rem eictra (ertvM iila»Ja- 
tlniiiam nmtra itatutUrli, licnt haHilantirs in Cjllipa, Ga^nlgih , Pulmin, tie, 
dum hiere wbjecti ; &. obedieDtm eriint iu6 a.lmira!Ualf Angliit ir rtj^cta ivpfr- 
oiCrun f>'(irr;ct iji»fb''i'r brcTc de error: dc jndicihs tcdditii Jo ffiberma it> hancii 
nrgiF hie in A^glit-" 

fcMir, lend thief justice of the cehiuddd pleai. faesiionj the >ti«c almnit in 
ihc iaoie worda, title parliamrni gS^mt go sayii— ^ — " tlic chirf jujiicc Vfu 
«f orpiaiofijlbal ibc rfalu<e*<>f Engfami AaHl hind J^-tiLinJ, wbicbwaii'" « mamir 
■greed by the other jiutieca; and yet il w>u deaied the former day: «tT Mb, 
thsl Intamtu* rci^of ilHlf,uid bai sparUamatm it^" 

Here ic mar ^ tkta^itAtJi'it, tlut the reason uiifticil li; tbc judges, wUjf 
the lUtiilH of £j^/aai/bijidl>ot the people of Itt!iiiii,iiiD\ighifnialtyumtji,va^ 
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the idea of supreme legislature over us. The. 
first u ft power of a preserving '* protecting" na- 



•chit 



Uint a caaHintkntl prisciplc, iKe sde q«a Dud oT fftsAom. SiftuJtj, dul I 
I qf frtitmt, t» wbjtvti oF the )tJDg.wtre''iiiiJfr linJmitaUy •/ Et^L 
I U h fi Aat n l&r tigi ita " which i* < <(rcrng cnnGnniitiou gircn bf ibc jsil 
£irgUnJ, tit tfic itiptiwiEiajQ before made, uf tlic poiver ofrcpvldting iraiJf 
I lag rwnirrlj vrtitd inihekinj;. nir^.tii^it ihc opinion of tke chief jii 

Cn( the otha jiucicn,.iu'.h mic wu," tcddcndo singfuk lingulii^iAi. ! 
Nihjfctunni>C(riani,"pravn3t most, only ihH //^riiWwM bound <^.(a/»< 
I njufinij-rfrfrrriri'r. f"* lucii w»thea i/ni j 6[h . ch. 4th on which ihe aati 
yfmnUj, dux 2mlr,« DI8D of .£n«l raiiacnfc uul digoit; in the bw, ftp| 
I \f hi* ti«te,ta hiTC b«en dimiisficd nith thz judgment, tbo' enly od a atain 
I al rcguUtiiTiD. for ii^ji rtuou at su^h weight with sn EngUibmnti ■" bKall 
[frifjni/ i* « rialni nf itielf, a,aJ kai a piLrIiiim(iit wrttin I'tjclf-" fl/ibSj, l£ 
Ktlic autlicrity ef the crowsij xndudiu^ clic rcguUiioa of the trade of InlitJ, i 
rKnding wriu of error there, were mffitiEnt mtraiuti, ta iteurE dis olie 
■ tDcc and iitlivttlinUfpi) nl ihot kiufdom. Thii rrana Kcmt to i:uvc . 
Iigrouliil, lilllotd tblei jutticc Ctic'i time ; and ihuiigh a p^l fcvcFoice it 
Kfemincd dv hit memory, yet it cap uTcr be adcnuwleJged, that xa " i 
««** olbii, or of any olhet eui(n,u arulc of law. In CahiMi case, thci 

(iCf reciting tht for^oii^ c&wr, says,,''' ^/^rflid habet parliamentum, 
ciunt Icgn. Sl noMnsaluti noil Eipnt cm i^uiAiion mitlunt oiilitei id pa 
'uwotunt vwhich, adds h«, it ii be un,Uriiaal, unlcu tliir} br ti^iciaUj nam 
And deei ihi " e^dBlljr naming them," give (hein a. I'epreHDta.tioii, c4' 
Oiovc tbc inju^ce of hiailing Uicm. wichoul it i This observation in pbin En 
likh wDiild run thu. " Our uatulcs do am bind the people of frtlenJ, 
vie lit naf jal/«i/ti> liiod them, inmir, ihey are not rcpreHUitcd id curi 
mcnl; but our statutes bind Uicm. nlicn v/e hlniJ lo bind them." 

tfti* but Mjing " that to ipcak of theix not beinf rtprcsetiled, ii a mere 

pin ; and ihe sole point ii, whether it Uout luitfcobind them" « in oth 

wnrdi " that our statutes do nnt bird them, for a rcasoa, u strong js i 

■eaii give, ajid to acknoivleilged by U> CO be, which yet, is DO reMOtl at all ; 
where th^reisna oceosian, fariis apcratiorr, it applicsnot ; and where the 
»occuLt>n, it iiof no fDi'ce>"-^^Hi» lortlahip badjun before taken not 
tliat '* a writ of rrrBr did lye in the king's bene!) of MftpIarrJ of an crron^ 
oua judgnicnt in the king'i bench of Ir/iiiaJ :" and perhaps that led him in 
the cmuK ot hit igaaitat tc imagine', there mr^ht be a like prE-emicie 
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lure. The last, as applied to America, is such 
power as mr. Justice BlacksCone describes in these 

of lie parliamcni of EagLnJoyiT ihal of Inland, That iMi wai hisrcajon 
■cems cfTcain, bceatiit at a meeting of I'cmini^ioners to totiaAet of a prujeclcd 
union liccweea En^ianJ viA Jlip((j*J, it which the chief justice was prcacnc.^ 
Mour, 796, it is sajd" thai parliament has power over /rf/jnr/, a/ h prrocd hf 
that a. V>ti( at eriottmy be brotiglif nf i judgftjanC in th* king'i beoeh of Irf- 
bad" In the foiuTh tnsl. he dio wys the people of GHrrnsp). Jm^ and Max, 
are not bound by ihc BtaluKJof SLiiglavd, unless ttcj aji specially naniei. Yet 
whoever eiiminea the watuie relating to InUnJ, Caemicy, Jfif and Man, 
will hive »crj little cause tc hclitvc, thir it has beer thought in Eachud, that 
Kaluie& would generally bLud the people of those coiU]tric9,notwithit^ding 
the flibjectieu of TriLtnJ, and the other islantlS', the miny Aittretan a! the iet* 
mcr, aud the wnknesa of the bttcr hirr alforded oppotltinitics of ci[cn>di[]g 
tuch a power over them. With reepcct W all thor pUccs K^rcc a scuuce can 
b-e found of any period, but for thi; Mgulatiau of their 1r3.de. The tame ahseT- 
¥31100 may be made 19 to Gasccigny, Gmcam uid Cal^ii. J aatlce WyLCi in i 
vcbT. Jitaid/'he had Been a charter whereh; these places were reeBtEd'/c be unit- 
ed to EKglaitih^ aiuliial jiiiit. And writs of tiror rut» there." " Ifu/rj wai a ccn- 
qacred country, and ihc people lubiuLtted to iSi/ti^arif the first dc jAu etioifo," 

Whatever prctctice the chief JuMice'* opiiuon was founilcd en, it ha^ been 
tueht&y repeated ifi tnany lav buoks. BiDee. Whechei Ills Itirdihip tncDCiE, (hstt 
statutes of EngSiind could Mn7 the people of JnUtid, in taking away triali by 

juty, tailing them, and indeed, ■" in alliB4ti wiatimrr." or only in prctcrw- 

iDg their subordination, as by regulating their tradf , which wai the case ref«r- 
led to id his comment, doics not appear. The parlinmcnt an d'cclaring the de- 
pendence of IriSandi did Hot venture to claim a pnweriir binding tlic people of 
thaCking-dom " in all cases whatsoever," > With respect to;ll theie deelara- 
liMLs, however, as they are made to refer to vm, wc may uuwer as the Hon did 
to (he man in the fahle> 

Much the ubte trbitfar^ eortttruclidn, hta been tnade 00 tlie qHeitloii ; wh^ 
ther a eiiid could be tried in Siglatd on a char^ of comniiitiiig trraton in 
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* Nor, to tbii day Jms the Engiiih parliaMehi tai (hem, Uc And therefore 
the inference a joitj that ticither they dot the cbi^jimtict meiuit tQch a p^w^. 
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■ words, " H'hosc enormous weight spreads honor 
and destruction on all inferior movements." The 
first is a power subject to a constitutional check 
Gfcat-Btiialn cannot injure us by taking away otti 



IttUiU. In IwrCB AVa-iMt'o !Vi^( * GrtrnJi, chaDcelW of frrlaiiJ, moVedt 
|u«^ii»n tn the coutldl of (he quFcn, ind ir wu h«1il bf Wray, Diir, and i 

KUm\rf £rDcnli lie nrald not, ttccanie he wa* a labjcct of Jniani ua 
\vt KnjltiJI, *nd if trl«4 in £.^[itw^. he rAUld not be trii^dl); bisfwc 
JMcr. j6o> Attomrvd*,. to gnlif; tbr i|iieGn't ituDUiKJit Bgauint tonic rtli 
AtY y-' irltd in Snglkitdi ind tbiis piMuso and coirplainoec made ' 



ffnving mrniinnrd Cnhiit* nn, ii majr not be improper tn obserrCf 
If the «iiiJ>er of " the comrp^cTTT" l'»d t»kf<i tbi; (rovbU of rwidirig i(,] 
might htve found hii jicrplurlticji removed on the <]iiMiion ihii hm giree I 
^ ■(> nmch i.niirt7. and hnnight auch a load of rrproacbes am the ccilouict- 
. Ii prvrokcd *( oni inwlcncc for preimJing to b< »aj t])ing mere itian , 
in CngUaJ, while we deny the power of parliunou to hind u*"m all< 
whtrtWf ." In ihlt cue, ttir gimlemui woitld have dritrcnicred, thu the jvi 
«f XfglimJ bctd, that a mut brtm in SmlhnJ, niidtr ibi alli^ma tf Jama 
the firic, after tut aeecwrcn to thie chraii< of Sh^hjJ, was in titled to all i 
IL)[liig of I nibjcct born in Enjlaaif: though the objection, thai statutn nf J 
iaaJ (oulil not bin<l S.-ftk'tl, or ■ mtii tdidiDg there, who beld hait in Eng- 
tt*J, VI3S mentioDed in the taune of the ugumeni. That greit diiScttltf ] 
ing gflt «Tcr, if the genckinaD, will go a step fanlier. and perceive mnc 

djtlincti^n between folaciet pTOceedio^ cm of the loins of E/ipta/iJ^ vaA I 
lanfn/rti^' coUCtfiei of Irihsd Uld R'jJ/i, — the eontllries of Oatttigmf, Gtiieuv, 

' and C*£it>, *' Nai}^ ly mulmal fad {• EuglaiKT* and the islands of Garrury, 

^C." hine tJ^fJtiji tLe^vr trai^vfiutt ivoerd^mj armextJ tboA to £nglu]d ;" 4Sld IT^J 

M1J7 allow the coljjmiti a i/llJt Msrr regard Ehui ii ^nfitt in Eaw boak-i for t^« 
iMnilnrr., and ahml ai amJi Bit hasbccn ii:l<i.ailj vbitnttd towards then) hj ; 
meat, he mill have no dutliec occasion ts say Krcrc thing* of Cha«c, wb? I 
villing to nteetit him ; and then, if hr ejn persuade his worthy countfymcn to 
adept liitseDtcmeDthilieiraascr will no longer giTc pain to those who almcMi: 

adore tbem< 



'^ 
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commerce \rithout btuting herself immediatrly. 
The last is a pover without check or limit. She 
might ruin us by it. The injury thereby to her- 
self might be so remote as to be despised by her. 

The power of regulation was the only band that 
could have held us together; formed on one of 

those " original contracts," which only can be 

a foundation of just authority. Without such a 
band, our general commerce with foreign nations, 
might have been injurious and destructive to her. 
Reason and duty reject such a licence. This our 
dut}' resembles that of children to a parent. The 
parent has a power over them : but they have 
rights, which the parent cannot take away. Hea- 
ven grant that our mother country may regard us 
as her children, that if by the dispensation of Pro- 
vidence, the time shall come, when her power de- 
creases, the memory of former kindnesses may 
supply its decays, and her colonies like dutiful 
children, may serve and guard their aged parent, 
for ever revering the arms that held them in their 
infancy, and the breasts that supported their lives, 
while they were little ones. 

It seems, as if the power of regulation might 
not inaptly be compared to the prerogative of mak- 
ing peace, war, treaties, or alliances, whereby 
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vhoif* nation art bpund^ against thhu 
coMSEXT :" and yet the prero^tive by no means 
implies a tuprtme Ugislatitre. The language held 
" the commentaries'' on this point is very re- 
rkable. ** With regard ia foreign concerns the 
ling is the delegate or representative of the people ; 
and in him. as in a ceniery all the rays of his people 
^^cunitcd;f and the sovereign rowEit t^tioad 
P^kr is vested in his person. "J Will any English- 
\ mum say these expressions are descriptive of the 
king's authority, viitbin the realm. " Is the sovEaJ 
IticN POWER loiibin /Awf vested in Ms person ?" 
He is stiled " sovereign** indeed ; *' his realm is 
declared by many acts of pBTliament an empire^ 
and his erown imperials But do these splendid 
^ appellations, the highest known in Europe signify, ^ 
^Biat "sovereign power is vested in his person 
^within the realm ?" We have a full answer in the 

I 

commentaries. '* The meaning of tiie legislature, 
when it uses these terms of empire and imperial^ 
and applies them to the realm and croH"n of Eng^ 
land, is only to assert, that our king is equally 
sovereign and independent uiihin these his domini- 
ons ; and oiutj no kind of subjection to any poten- 
tate upon earth.'* Thus we maintain, that >vith re- 
^card to foreign affairs, the parent original state^ 
^^ t% xYiQ delegate or repr^sentaiive,^^ of the entire 
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